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Stand up and be counted -
Census 2021

Duck bridge 
tribute to

Captain Tom AS THIS decade’s census 
approaches, we look at 

why it’s important for each 
of us to participate. Census 
2021 will take place on 21st 
March (although the deadline 
for questionnaire completion 
is 4th May). While the nation-
al survey provides a unique 
snapshot of our society, more 
importantly, it allows funding 
allocation to local services, 
based on information gath-
ered. It’s therefore key that 
everyone in the community, 
and their needs, are accurately 
captured to ensure funds are 
most effectively distributed. 
Each of us has a role to play, as 
we are most in touch with our 
community. We are our com-
munity. This, in turn, means 
our community’s needs can be 
shared and supported through 
census information. You may 
have come across the census media marketing campaign to create awareness already. 
An online help centre has been set up, and the contact centres went live on the 1st 
March. Each household should receive a pack in due course which will include full 
instructions on how to take part.                    

Did you know:

•	 The	first	modern	census	 in	
the	 UK	 was	 conducted	 in	 1801:	
names,	 addresses	 and	 some	 age	
data	was	collected.	

•	 There’s	 always	 a	 clown	 or	
two…	 In	 1841,	 English	 romantic	
painter,	 William	 Turner,	 rowed	 a	
boat	into	the	centre	of	the	Thames	
so	 that	 he	 could	 not	 be	 counted	
as	 present	 at	 any	property	 in	 that	
year’s	census.	

•	 In	 2011,	 6,242	 people	 said	
their	 religion	 was	 ‘Heavy	Metal’,	
while	176,632	 identified	as	 ‘Jedi’.	
This	was	down	from	390,127	previ-
ously.	

•	 In	 2011,	 the	 census	 cap-
tured	more	 than	 94%	 of	 the	 popu-
lation	 of	 England	 and	 Wales.	 The	
population	 on	 that	 census	 day	 was	
56,075,912,	 and	 1,586	 babies	 were	
born.

Yule Edwards

According to the 2011 Census, there were 12 
million children in the UK. 

SINCE featuring the ‘Duck Bridge Snake’ in last month’s Lin-
ton News, word has clearly spread as the trail of painted rocks 
has almost tripled in size since we last went to print. Among 
the incredible display of artistic talent are rocks featuring all 
manner of colours, shapes and designs, but it was the gentle 
smile and unmistakable military jacket of Captain Sir Tom 
Moore that held particular poignancy, appearing just a few 
days after his death. Captain Tom raised Millions for the NHS 
by walking 100 laps of his home before his 100th birthday, he 
died on February 2nd following treatment for pneumonia and 
coronavirus. The Linton News mistakenly reported in Febru-
ary that the ‘ Stone Snake’ was started by two local brothers, 
we have since found out that this was incorrect and it was in 
fact a trio of artistic siblings who were responsible for founding 
the installation. Charlie, Hollie and Olivia Hughes have been 
painting stones since 2019, when there was an explosion in the 
trend of hiding and finding them around Linton. After spot-
ting a similar trail  
in Sawston while 
on a family walk 
during lockdown, 
they knew that 
they had to start a 
similar project in 
Linton and began 
raiding the garden-
for pebbles as soon 
as they got home. 
Holly in a particular 
has been delighted 
to see the trail grow 
as the weeks have 
rolled on. For any-
body wanting to 
add to the project, 
Charlie, Hollie and 
Olivia recomend us-
ing acrylic paints or permanent markers (perhaps with an adult 
on hand to supervise depending on the artist’s age!) Due to 
the exposed location and our delightful British weather, water 
based paints and inks tend to wash off and don’t last as long. 
A clear coat of varnish on the top adds longevity but is not es-
sential, and if your design begins to fade it’s a great excuse to 
go and paint more. At the time of writing the snake has been 
reversed and is now making its way over the bridge towards 
the church, at the current rate of growth it will not take long 
to get there. 

Linton News Team
Photos: Oliver Hughes

Charlie, Hollie and Olivia Hughes 

It must be good! Rivey walk features in
 national magazine 

EACH month, Country Walking 
magazine features a number of 
the best walks from around Brit-
ain, and in the March edition, Jo 
Sinclair encourages readers to don 
their walking boots in the Health 
Centre car park and head up Coles 
Lane. The 10 mile route starts with 
a summit of Rivey Hill, taking in 
views of Linton’s very own Art 
Deco masterpiece, the water tower. 
The route then continues onto the 
Icknield Way via Balsham, which 
Jo notes was the site of a Viking 
massacre (we’re sure nothing like 
that would have been allowed to 
happen in Linton.) Country Walk-
ing is the UK’s biggest selling and 
fastest growing  outsdoors maga-
zine. 

Linton News Team Photos with kind permission of Country Walking magazine

AFTER receiving his first covid-19 vaccination back in Febru-
ary, Linton resident Gordon Smart pondered the idea of donat-
ing five pounds to the NHS as a way of saying thanks for the 
jab. A month later and his campaign ‘Gordon’s fiver a jab’ has 
raised £850 and counting. Indeed, so successful has he been 
that donation hosting website Just Giving recently designated 
him a ‘Fundraising legend,’ placing his among the top 10% of 
campaigns.  Gordon said “It costs nothing for the vaccination 
but what if we all gave a fiver when we got it? 1000 people 
joining the scheme raises £5000.00, 10,000 raises £50,000 and 
if 1,000,000 join, well, work it out!” -Whilst he still has some 
way to go to hit the million mark, nothing is impossible, and 
we hope you might consider joining him. visit www.tinyurl.
com/3ukcmglv or search for ‘Gordon’s fiver a jab’ on www.
justgiving.com to donate.         

Linton News Team

Gordon’s ‘fiver a jab’ 
campaign raises big money 

Thanks a bunch, Mum
WE all love our Mums but sometimes we’re guilty of tak-
ing them for granted.  The Co-op wants to give all you chil-
dren the opportunity to put this right. Draw a picture and 
write some words saying why your Mum above all others 
deserves a bunch of flowers for Mothers Day. Your entry 
needs to be handed in at the Co-op by Wednesday 10th 
March. The winning picture will be drawn on the 12th, then 
displayed in the store. Your lucky Mum will be presented 
with the flowers.  Don’t forget to include your name, age 
and contact number with your entry.

Christine Webster

Virtual Bingo
THE events committee of St Mary’s Church Linton 
would like to invite you to join us for our free virtual 
bingo on Sunday 28th February at 3pm via zoom (We 
hope you see this just in time!). To join us, please email 
events@stmaryslinton.org.uk for zoom details and your 
bingo cards. 

                 Charlotte Ellis, Chair of 
St Mary’s Events Committee, 892257
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LINTON PAVING COMPANY 
YOUR LOCAL LANDSCAPING

BLOCK PAVING & PATIO 

SPECIALIST.

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Int/Ext Painting, General Repairs

 FRIENDLY  SERVICE.

FREE QUOTATIONS

Tel: Andre Jacobs

  

 01223 890060

   07765 594398

Mob:
07765 594398
Office: 
01440 702498

Neil Claxton
Painting & Decorating

Interior/Exterior
Rooms Emulsioned 

from £120
FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: 01223 893487
Mobile: 07724073045

 E-mail:
n.claxton925@btinternet.com

A J Pest Control Ltd                                                  
Local Professional Service
Member of NPTA
Domestic/Commercial/Agricultural
Experts in all areas of pest control

Mice, Rats, Wasps, Bees, Hornets, Moles, Moths, Ants, 
Bed Bugs, Fleas, Flies, Squirrels, Birds, Woodworm.

Tel: 01799 542 505     Mobile: 07855478824  
E-mail: info@ajpestcontrol.com www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk

*Carpet Cleaning *Rugs *Stain Removal
*Car Valeting *Caravans *Motor Homes
*Upholstery Cleaning *Stain Protection
*Floor Cleaning / Scrubbing / Sealing / Polishing
*Pressure Washing of Patios Paths & Driveways
*Domestic Cleaning * Top Ups & One Off Cleaning
*Gutter / Fascia Cleaning

*Contract Office Cleaning (Flexible Options)

ProClean
‘Your Complete Cleaning Solution’

TEL: 890433 Mob: 0777 375 8355
74 Bartlow Rd, Linton, Cambridge, CB21 4LY
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NEXT month’s edition of the 
Linton News will be the 12th 
delivered under the shadow 
of coronavirus. It has cer-
tainly been a strange year. 
Each time the restrictions 
have changed or new rules 
have been implemented, the 
management team have had 
to reassess our position and 
reconsider the safety and vi-
ability of the production pro-
cess. While the majority of 
the paper’s production takes 
place in the safety of people’s 
homes, the final, crucial stage 
is getting what’s been written 
through the doors of over 2000 houses. For this monumental 
task, we give huge thanks to our team of 69 volunteer deliverers. 
It is quite amazing that in the twelve months since the pandemic 
started, we have still managed to deliver 30,000 newspapers. 
Without their efforts, the LN would simply not exist and we 
can’t thank them enough. Due to a long-time deliverer retir-
ing in April, we are currently looking for someone to take on 
the Paynes Meadow round. This would involve dropping off 
roughly 40 papers once a month. Please contact Jenny Murison: 
delivery.linton.news@gmail.com or 07905384741 if you think 
you could help out. 

Jack Glossop
editor.linton.news@gmail.com

From the editor...

BY the time you read this, we 
should know if we are re-open-
ing to all children on 8th March 
or not. I think it is worth re-
membering that schools have 
remained open to children of 
key workers throughout this 
pandemic and staff are con-
tinuing to give 110% to all 
children, be that in-school or 
remotely.  We have continued 
to be creative with our cur-
riculum: we had a live “PE 
with Dan” whole school ses-
sion which was great fun, with 
families joining us via zoom. 
Joe Wicks, eat your heart out! 
We held a whole school mak-
ing afternoon where children 
were challenged to make a 
photo frame to hang in their 
window. We also have an 
“unplugged” afternoon where 
everyone is encouraged to try 
something different, be that a 
walk, building a den, learning 
some words in a different lan-

guage: the list is endless. We 
also continue with our Friday 
Church Service via Zoom; 
thank you to the team at St 
Mary’s for supporting our 
school with this.  Our fund-
raising efforts also continue, 
with the staff being good 
sports by bringing in photos 
of when they were younger 
for a “Who’s Who” competi-
tion. We have also organised 
a Family Fun Quiz Night via 
Zoom and have further events 
planned. I must finish by 
thanking the team at Linton 
Co-op, who have supported 
us with providing food parcels 
to our vulnerable families. 
Although we are apart physi-
cally, the power of technol-
ogy and the community spirit 
keeps us all together.

Kelly Harries
Headteacher

Infant school 
flexes creative 

muscles

THE first week of February welcomed Children’s Mental Health 
Week, but I think we all know that this has been a focus for a 
number of months now. The impact of school closures, social 
isolation and families experiencing significant struggles is tak-
ing its toll on the mental health of adults and children alike, and 
schools have upped their 
efforts tenfold to try and 
provide additional phone 
calls, virtual chats and 
family support to try 
and combat this crisis. 
Staying in touch with 
friends, creative outlets 
and physical activity are 
at the forefront of what 
we provide, with a real 
focus on putting welfare 
and wellbeing first and 
formal learning second. 
Students at Granta have 
benefitted from mindful-
ness, therapeutic stories 
and yoga live lessons, 
alongside getting cre-
ative with arts and crafts, 
cooking, sensory play and 
lots of physical activity, 
including our end of half-
term virtual disco. We are ever-hopeful that the end of lockdown 
is near so that we can welcome all our students back safely; and 
in the meantime, a big reminder to all the parents out there – you 
are only human, you are doing the best you can and just take each 
day at a time and try not to put too much pressure on yourself. 
Turn off the barrage of news and social media, stay connected 
with loved ones and do the little things you enjoy. 

Ruchi Datta
Headteacher

Mental health in 
lockdown

Maddie’s ‘healthy	selfie’ 

Lucas made a birdfeeder during his live lesson

SINCE the start of January, things have looked a little different in 
Linton Heights Junior School. All of us pupils have to be socially 
distanced and sit on our own individual tables. We keep all of our 
belongings to ourselves and wash our hands, what seems like a 
hundred times a day! All pupils at school are separated into year 
group bubbles. Although this means that we get to spend lots of 
time with just our year 4 friends, we really miss playing with 
the other younger and older children. Despite the fact there have 
been lots of changes, we still get to see all of our teachers who 
work on a fortnightly rota basis. It is also a bit of a bonus being 
taught by another teacher. We know how important it is to be 
physically active so we have lots of time doing Joe Wicks, Just 
Dance and playing outdoors. This week we have been looking 
at how to express ourselves during Children’s Mental Health 
Week. We all have individual projects which are focused on our 
favourite things. In order to express our feelings and emotions we 
are able to use a variety of different tools and resources. “I have 
been making a model of a football pitch. I have used artificial 
grass, a bench hook, saw and hot glue gun to put together the 
pieces” said Jonah. 

Written by pupils in the Y4 bubble

AS I write this, I don’t know if we shall feel able to open St 
Mary’s again for worship in time for Easter, but we hope to do 
so – possibly starting on Easter Day. Meanwhile, we should like 
to offer palm crosses – associated with Palm Sunday – to anyone 
who would like to have one to keep at home. Some will be dis-
tributed through the Infant School, but anyone else who would 
like one is invited to pick it up from the church porch in the week 
leading up to Palm Sunday (from Sunday 21st March till Palm 
Sunday itself, 28th March). They will be individually packaged, 
for hygiene reasons, and will have been blessed. You don’t need 
to be a regular churchgoer to have one. Come and collect it during 
church opening hours. We also hope to have them available for 
distribution in the same way at St Mary’s, Bartlow.

Maggie Guite (Rector of St Mary’s)
rector@stmaryslinton.org.uk   01223 890273

Life at the Heights,
Year 4 pupils’ perspective

News from St Mary’s

IT’S amazing to think that the UK has been in an emergency 
state for a year. We are now in our third national lockdown, 
and everyday life has changed beyond all recognition. There is, 
however, a tiny light at the end of this long, dark tunnel and it 
is shining just a little brighter day by day with the introduction 
of the COVID-19 vaccination programme. As I write this on 
the 8th of February, we have vaccinated around 7,000 of our 
patients in cohorts 1 to 4. We continue to work our way through 
the priority groups, as instructed by NHS England. You may be 
invited by us, or you may receive an NHS England letter invit-
ing you to attend a mass vaccination centre. It is entirely your 
choice where you would like to go. All vaccinations are record-
ed on a national database so please be assured that you will not 
be missed. Information about the virus and the vaccine changes 
daily, sometimes even hourly. To keep completely up to date 
with the latest guidance it is advisable to look at the Govern-
ment website www.gov.uk and the NHS UK website www.nhs.
uk. If you know of someone who does not have access to a com-
puter and you do, please help them access the latest information.
As always, if you have any queries please do not hesitate to con-
tact me direct on 01223 627743 or sandra.east@nhs.net

Sandra East

Granta Medical Practices 
update - March



For enquiries please call
Mobile:

07961 342887
Tel: 01223 892089

georgedye738@btconnect.com
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Linton bin collection dates 
Black bins:  Monday 1st, 15th  & 29th March
Blue bins:     Monday 8th  & Monday 22nd March 
Green Bins:  Monday 8th &  Monday 22nd March 

Call 893619 for an audio version of the Linton News. 

Readers write...
Post and email addresses and deadline for letters are on this page. 
All letters for publication must have a full name, address or phone 
number to enable us to check authenticity. Letters may be edited. 
Opinions are not necessarily those of the Linton News.
Letters can not be published anonymously, but names and addresses 
may be withheld if requested.

OUR THANKS

SOUTH Cambridgeshire Child and Family Centres is a service 
for families with children aged 0-19 years. The service has one 
main centre based in Cambourne, and different zones across south 
Cambridgeshire including outreach venues, one of which is in 
Linton at the Cathodeon Centre. Currently we have five venues 
open where we are holding face-to-face baby groups, which are 
very popular but numbers are very limited. We are now looking 
at reinstating our activities in the Linton area. The first group will 
be a baby group for babies who are non-mobile, and a booking 
system will be in place; we hope to do this very soon, so please 
keep an eye on our Facebook page ‘South Cambridgeshire Child 
and Family Centres,’ for any updates and an up-to-date What’s 
on. We are also holding virtual baby groups and virtual story 
and rhyme times; these are proving popular, so please contact us 
if you would like to book one. We also have virtual workshops 
around different topics e.g. bedtime routines, toddler tantrums and 
positive toileting. Again, these are bookable only so please call 
us on 01954 284672 or email us on childandfamilycentre.south@
cambridgeshire.gov.uk or alternatively message us on Facebook.
We look forward to seeing you all soon.

Emma Chipps
Business Officer

Child and Family Centres – South
People and Communities Directorate

Sawston Community Hub,
Sawston CB22 3BP

VOIP- 01223 706109

AT the time of writing, we are open for collection of pre-reserved 
books, Select and Collect requests, and for pre-booked PC use 
to access essential services. Browsing is not currently possible, 
in line with current government guidelines. You can reserve spe-
cific titles via the website or by telephone (see below), or we can 
select some books for you, based on your preferences. A wide 
range of e-books, e-audiobooks, e-magazines and e-newspapers 
are available for download free of charge. Please check our web-
site and social media for service updates. We have a number 
of new books in the Reading Well for Children collection, in-
cluding some Covid-related children’s books, to help children 
and families during the pandemic; these titles may help promote 
feeing calm and safe, and in coping with anxiety. We also hold 
a good collection of Reading Well for Adults titles. Businesses 
and local residents are being asked to donate spare laptops for 
use by children in Cambridgeshire who are without a computer 
or internet at home, giving access to online learning, resources 
and support. Cambridgeshire Libraries are collection points. For 
further information visit www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/
coronavirus/laptops-for-children or email LaptopsForChildren@
cambridgeshire.gov.uk. There will be a vacancy at Linton Library 
as Anna has started her new role; please check for this being listed 
on the Public Sector Jobs East website.

Lindsay Healy, Community Library Assistant,
                                                 lindsay.healey@cam-

bridgeshire.gov.uk.          
Linton opening hours: Tuesday 10am-2pm; Thursday 

2-6pm
Customer Services (regular office hours): 0345 045 5225

Bus Pass application & renewal: 0345 045 1367
Blue Badge application & renewal: 0345 045 5204

Website: www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library

Dear Editor, 

Having read last month’s much deserved letter by Roth-
gar and Susan Paintin in respect of Dr Bertram, it suddenly 
crossed my mind that I had omitted to write a similar letter of 
appreciation for Brian Pettit and his little shop that we all knew 
as Small Gifts. Brian had devoted many years of offering his 
service to the Linton community with his skills as a watch-
maker.   I think an Horologist is the technical term.   Mind 
you, repairing watches and clocks was not the only skill Bri-
an possessed.   He was equally adept at repairing all manner 
of items of treasured jewellery.  I’m certain the satisfaction of 
hearing the appreciation of a customer’s sincere gratitude for 
restoring a much loved item gave Brian the incentive to carry 
on beyond the normal age of retirement.  Small Gifts was a very 
unique place with something of Olde Worlde charm within its 
walls. The shop added something of a sparkle to that area of 
Linton, with Brian’s tasteful choice of display and those lit-
tle window lights that brightened up even the darkest winters 
day.   These unique things I’m certain are sadly missed by many 
folk especially at times like Christmas where something of unu-
sual quality could be found.  The sight of a craftsman actually at 
work in ‘real time’ was something I doubt we will see the like 
of again in Linton.   It is just one more loss to add to the many 
disappointments this terrible pandemic has inflicted on us.  On 
top of all this it’s even more sad because Brian was a really nice 
chap, and still is !   Thanks Brian and best wishes.

David Rose,  Brinkman Road

Linton Library

Baby groups returning 
to Cathodeon centre

March Gardening Club Diary
AS mentioned previously, the 
Gardening Club will not be 
holding a meeting in March. 
The committee has now decid-
ed not to resume meetings un-
til the autumn, when the club 
hopes to recommence on 14th 
September. With the wintry 
spell in February behind us, 
the spring flowers are flourish-
ing and it has been good to get 
back into the garden. We have 
pruned out the scruffy old top 
growth on the late flower-
ing shrubs to encourage new 
growth on the lower stems and 
produce more compact and at-
tractive structures. Congested 
herbaceous perennials can 
be split in late winter/early 
spring before the new season’s 
growth gets going. We have 
divided our large-leaved hos-
tas and replanted them in con-
tainers of fresh compost, prior 
to finding them permanent 
new homes. 

In the vegetable patch the 
overwintered onions and let-
tuce are growing well. We 
are now planning this year’s 
planting scheme. Fitting eve-
rything we would like to grow 
into the available space and 
keeping to a good crop rota-
tion is an interesting puzzle. 
We have bought more Pent-
land Javelin first early seed 
potatoes as these cropped well 
last year. They are now chit-
ting on a frost-free windowsill 
prior to planting at the end of 
the month, weather permit-
ting. Thankfully, there is a 
wide selection of flower and 
vegetable seeds now available 
from garden centres and on-
line for us to sow and fill our 
greenhouse shelves. Stay safe 
everybody and enjoy your gar-
dens.

Jim and Helen, 
lgcsecretary@yahoo.co.uk, 

tel. 893577

Dear Editor,

I would like to record my thanks to the two ladies and the one 
young gentleman who came to my rescue on Thursday afternoon 
4th February, when I fell over in the road outside my house in 
Coles Lane. These good Samaritans quickly came to my rescue, 
got me up and helped me back home. Mary Eagle was one of 
the good people but the other lady and the young man were not 
known to me, all three were most kind to me. I am pleased to 
say that apart from a cut under my right eye and a very sore right 
knee, I was fortunate and am almost back to normal health. My 
most grateful thanks to you all.

Rothgar Paintin
Coles Lane

Dear Editor,

During the pandemic the footfall through Little Linton has in-
creased dramatically,especially at weekends. This is wonderful 
in many ways, but may I ask readers not to be tempted to feed 
anything to the horses. I realise this may seem harsh, but several 
ponies throughout the country have died as a result of being fed 
unsuitable things. Horses cannot be sick to rid themselves of 
something that disagrees with them, instead they suffer acute 
pain and often die. Even grass, given too often, can cause ill-
ness. Jellybean, the miniature pony, is particularly at risk. Also 
we do not wish for either you or the horses to receive a shock 
from the electric fence. Please continue to enjoy your walks. 
                                                                      

Lynne Taylor
Little Linton Farm Reading well, books for children and adults



GLENWOOD
BOLTS & SCREWS LTD

 www.glenwoodbolts.co.uk

SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY 
FASTENERS, FIXINGS & 
SILVERLINE TOOLS

Unit 2 Lintech Court
The Grip Industrial Estate, Linton 

Cambridge, CB21 4XN
Tel: 01223 892095 / 893931

Fax: 01223 894122

HOME SELECTION
FREE MEASURING & 

ESTIMATING
All types of flooring 

available
Tel: 01223 893634

Mobile: 07885 173113

NRS CARPETS

Singing Lessons
Sarah Rosewell 
BA (Hons) Music

Individual singing lessons 
available for all ages 

and abilities
Whether towards exams or 

purely for pleasure
 * CRB Checked
 * Based in Linton

For more information contact:
Sarah on 01223 894861

Email:
 sarahrosewell@hotmail.com

All roofing repairs, lead-
work, renewal of pitched or 

flat roofs
New guttering, 

repairs/unblocking
Free estimates before any 

work commenced
25 years + Experience

Tel: 01223 892542
Mob: 07958 618440

KJL Roofing
Residential Sales and Lettings 
 Local Linton Office 
 Cambridge Office 
 Specialists: Linton & Local Villages 
 20 Years Experience 

Do You Need Help With Your Property? 

www.admiralestates/linton

ADMIRAL  ESTATES 

Call us Now:  01223 891227  

Working with Terry Waite 
& Emmaus Cambridge 
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ON 5th February 2020 the Air Training Corps celebrated its 80th 
year. And what a long way the organisation has come from its 
formation in 1941. Over 40,000 active cadets and 15,000 staff and 
volunteers are testament to how relevant the organisation is today. 
A fantastic offering of air-minded training and air experience 
flying, shooting, adventure training and life skills such as first 
aid and leadership all make the ATC the best youth organisation 
in the UK. The past year has been one of the hardest years for 
the ATC. It is amazing to see the perseverance of the cadets and 
staff, adapting quickly to new ways of delivering training and of 
learning. The way our Linton cadets have met this challenge has 
been extraordinary. Usually we would mark such a milestone 
with a parade, but in true modern fashion this has been held 
online. Cadet Vellacott spoke of his experiences within the ATC 
and about what he hopes to achieve before the end of his cadet 
career, as Linton’s contribution to the parade. As the UK’s vaccine 
program rolls out further, with schools announcing their reopen-
ing, 2523 look forward to getting back open and parading once 
again; keeping the best bits of virtual learning whilst returning 
in person to the activities, and the ATC, we are proudly part of.
For anyone who is 12 and in year 8: please visit www.2523linton.
co.uk and get in touch to join.

Bradley Wright
Pilot Officer RAFAC

training.2523@rafac.mod.gov.uk
07943 873272

THE cricket season may still be two months away, but Linton 
Village CC remains busy behind the scenes. Such is the demand 
to play cricket and represent the village that this winter the club 
have taken on a new ground to offer secondary ‘home’ facilities to 
accommodate growing membership.  The beautiful cricket pitch 
at Weston Colville has remained fallow for the last four sum-
mers since the demise of their club, but the opportunity to help 
regenerate the pitch and provide LVCC with a new ground has 
come at the perfect time. Weston Colville will become the home 
to the LVCC 3rd team and also host some midweek and Sunday 
fixtures.  With increased activity across the club as a whole, it 
promises to be a busy season down at The Meadow. In the league 
the first team will rekindle old rivalries with local clubs such as 
Thriplow, Audley End and Whittlesford as the season starts on 1st 
May.  If you are new to the area, not getting the chances at your 
current club, or would like to take up the sport, LVCC welcome 
all ages and abilities. The club is set at the heart of the village and 
has three Saturday teams playing in the Cambridgeshire Cricket 
Association leagues, two midweek teams, and a social team on 
Sundays throughout the summer.  There are also exciting sponsor-
ship opportunities for business to position themselves alongside 
leading names such as Gran Luchito, Huttie.com, The Dog & 
Duck and band Scouting For Girls. LVCC will be very happy to 
discuss bespoke integration of your business across the club. For 
more information, please contact linton.village.cc@gmail.com. 

LVCC Media Team

Air Cadets turn 80 with 
virtual
 parade

Linton Village Cricket 
Club takes on new ground

THE children have really been enjoying the story ‘Dear Zoo’ re-
cently, so we have also been doing lots of other activities around 
zoo animals, as well as watching live virtual zoo tours. At the 
beginning of the year, we transformed one of our rooms into a 
‘wellbeing room’, in which the children have a relaxing area, 
where they can learn to regulate their feelings in a calming envi-
ronment. We are pleased to have been able to buy some new re-
sources to support this repurposed area. It’s wonderful to see how 
the children have really taken to the new space. A member of 
staff has also now been appointed as our ‘wellbeing champion’, 
and has been planning lots of activities for the children around 
dealing with their feelings.  We are currently taking enquiries for 
September onwards, with limited places available: please visit 
our website for further details.

The Chestnut Team
www.chestnutplaygroup.btck.co.uk

MARCH marks a year since local volunteers came together to 
set up LCHT, Faye is now working with Age UK, but David, 
Kelly and I manage emails and calls, working with volunteers 
and other agencies to signpost and support local people through 
the generosity of donations and funds raised. We are looking 
to the future now, on improving wellbeing and building on our 
sense community. I am working with Anna Campbell from Lin-
ton Heights Junior School, and other volunteers, on our excit-
ing Creative Communities – Linton 360 project.  We will offer 
creative activities each month from April with a focus on differ-
ent media such as pen, paint, word, needle.  You can pick and 
choose what to do and there will be resources, activity sheets 
and online or outdoor opportunities to meet and swap ideas, 
progress or mishaps!  We hope to move to in-person meetings 
in time, and a celebratory exhibition event in 2022. Our vision 
is for all ages and abilities to have a chance to play, explore dif-
ferent activities with friends old and new, and to feel better. We 
also hope to reflect our whole community with a 360-degree 
view of work by local people.  Our end goal is not to generate 
artists or poets, but to make us all feel we have something to 
give, to do, and to share.  Look out for your invitation to take 
part on a flyer through your door as well as notices on Face-
book. For anyone who wants to join the team and help plan or 
deliver activities please contact us on the email below. Also, re-
member our funds are there for you - for confidential help with 
bills, food etc, contact us now lintoncommunityhelp@gmail.
com or 01223 901123 

Yannick @ LCHT

New Creative Communities 
project launching in Linton – 

all invited

Chestnut playgroup appoints 
‘Wellbeing Champion’

Join Linton Free 
Church online

LINTON Free Church are continuing to meet online 
on Zoom for both their main Sunday morning service 
and also all their other children, family and mid-week 
groups. It’s a great way to connect with a thriving lo-
cal community. All are welcome. 
Visit:  
www.lintonfreechurch.org.uk/online for more 
information.

Alistair Wood

SORRY to disappoint if this headline attracted you to look 
for financial advice. Instead, we are thinking of avian re-
turns. Yes! The swift (apus apus) will hopefully be back 
to fill the skies above the village this April. Once again 
there will be soaring displays of aerobatics of which Spit-
fire pilots at Duxford can only dream. Many of you, we 
know, enjoy watching swifts and are all too sorry their 
visit is usually so short; usually from late April until Au-
gust although some stragglers may hang around until Oc-
tober. Last year a good number of you invested in your 
own swift box, hoping to provide a nesting opportunity 

for a bird in decline. You will be anxiously waiting for the 
swift’s return and keen for your box to be selected. We 
would like to survey the swift population with the help of 
readers of Linton News. During the summer please notify 
us at lintonswifts@gmail.com if you have swifts nesting at 
your property or, perhaps, if you have a swift brick or box 
not yet occupied. This will be a great start to help us count 
and over the years monitor population growth or decline. 
We will let you know at the end of the season how we are 
doing. You may also like to register your nests or even 
your sightings of swifts at www.rspb.org.uk/ourwork/con-
servation/conservation-and-sustainability/safeguarding-
species/swiftmapper. Should you, unfortunately, find a 
swift on the ground please use this page: www.swift-con-
servation.org/SwiftFirstAid.htm. If in doubt, and contrary 
to popular belief, please don’t throw them back into the 
air! So, have a good summer, dust down that deck chair, 
sit back and enjoy the swifts!

Rob McEwen and Alan Sanders
Linton Swift Project

Photo: Robert Wyatt

Swift returns 
guaranteed! 

Fiercely fast and fork-tailed, the Swift in flight. 



Own a business in 
Linton, Hildersham, 

Hadstock or 
Bartlow? Reach 

5,000 local
 customers each 

month by 
advertising with the 

LINTON NEWS
adverts.linton.news@gmail.

com
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 COUNTRY MATTERS

Text by Oriel O’Loughlin, illustrations by Maureen Williams
POT POURRI 189

EVERY year in the Pacific Northwest, where the warm and wet 
climate is perfect for slugs, they have a slug parade, with a 40 
foot slug going down the street and a competition for slug queen. 
Meanwhile in South Cambs I rashly put my hand into a large 
long neglected flower pot and found about 100 slugs just 
below the soil. This column being about wildlife and not 
gardening, it is time to look on the bright side. We have 
around 40 types of slug in the UK and only seven are pests, 
causing large crop losses. Their size varies from 1cm to a 
whopping 30cm. They have developed from terrestrial 
snails and any shell they have is internal. Our 
brown garden slugs originally were imported 
from France as escargots, but like every living 
organism they do have a role. They are a cru-
cial food for other wildlife, and in many 
areas are as important as earthworms in 
recycling and breaking down vegetation. 
Having no shell enables them to squidge themselves 
into small crevices and access food and shelter. They favour ivy 
and succulent ground cover, eating leaves, flowers, fruit, mush-
rooms, lichens and decaying plants. They love rain and fog but 
dry out in dry conditions as their skin is apparently leaky as a 
teabag. Slugs all have the same basic make up - they have four 
tentacles. Two are eyes and two are for taste and smell. Just below 
them is the mouth. This is not just any old mouth but one with a 
tongue containing around 28,000 tiny teeth. I think we will stop 

Slimy slugs - what’s not to love?
there with slug body parts.

Slugs are hermaphrodite which means they have male and 
female organs, and a slug can live up to two years. They lay 100 
eggs underneath debris and rocks and they can be laid from the 
age of three months. They won’t hatch until they’re moist.

Slugs move in rhythmic waves by contracting muscles on the 
underside of their single ‘foot’. I could not decide whether the 
word slime or mucus sounds more repellent but opted for slime. 
A layer of slime helps smooth the path across the ground - it 

is their calling card. Slime is also used as a navigational 
system - slugs can find their way back to their tun-

nels and feeding sites by following their 
slime trails. You can watch a video of slugs 
crawling over razorblades to see just how 

effective slime is. Trust You Tube – don’t try 
it at home. They are superb soil burrowers and when 

it’s very dry they can they can dig down to below one metre to 
stop themselves drying out. What we see on the surface is only 
a tiny fraction of what lurks below.

Slug predators are frogs, beetles, birds and the largest snails. 
When a slug is attacked it will roll up to make itself a smaller 
target. The slime that covers them tastes horrible and slimy so 
that is why you see birds wiping slugs on the grass before eat-
ing them. I have not yet spotted Ben doing this before eating his 
dinner but it is only a matter of time.

Nine digits in 3x3 square
CONSIDER a 3 by 3 square so arranged that it contains the 
digits 1 to 9 inclusive. (NB: only digits 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 to be 
used.) If the second row of 3 digits has twice the value of the 
first row & the third row that of three times of the first row 
- then how many ways can the digits be rearranged so as to 
produce the same result?
Pot Pourri 188 - An Algebraic Fraction
The smallest value = 189/18 =10.5 with the largest 910/10 = 91.

YOUNG people are fabulous. 
At a time in their lives when 
they would customarily be 
enjoying additional freedoms 
and independence, they have 
needed to adhere to restrictions 
to support the health of their 
communities. They have done 
so with stoicism and maturity. 
While there is much in the 
press catastrophising students’ 
educational progress, this 
does not reflect the amazing 
engagement levels that have 
typified LVC students during 
lockdown. Attendance at live 
lessons that mirror the regular 
curriculum have been excep-
tionally high and the quality 
of students’ learning outcomes 
have been impressive. Students 
have also been appreciative of 
the excellent remote pasto-
ral care on offer at this time. 
Alongside the narrative of the 
need for children to ‘catch up’ 
in terms of their academic prog-
ress, it’s actually the relational 
aspect of their formative years 

Marsh Mail
that will be most fundamental: 
catching up with friends and 
engaging with others face to 
face. Teenage school years are 
often fondly remembered for 
the friendships and extra-cur-
ricular events such as trips and 
clubs. It has been a shame that 
so many enrichment opportu-
nities have been cancelled and 
postponed due to the current 
context. While it is not pos-
sible to run our regular enrich-
ment offer, we have launched 
the ‘Connections’ Arts project, 
encouraging students to create 
compositions and creations 
that reflect on this theme. LVC 
students are also participating 
in a Trust-wide writing compe-
tition, which will be judged by 
award-winning published au-
thors. I am proud of what the 
LVC community continues to 
achieve remotely and the sup-
port and appreciation of our 
families. 

Helena Marsh

Look out for our local straw finials

A flying pig in Ugley. Believe if it you will.

Fox and hare, Brent Pelham

Thatched cow, Red Cow pub in Chrishall

Galloping horse, Great Bardfield

AFTER years as a senior ex-
ecutive, Linton-based Debbie 
Pugh has set up Sunbeam Con-
sultants to provide virtual office 
and change management support 
to small businesses.  The com-
pany is all about giving business 
owners time and space to focus 
on their customers and future 
growth, while those all-consum-
ing tasks that eat into evenings 
and weekends are managed 
professionally and efficiently.  
“Having been a senior exec for 
years, I know how challenging it 
can be to wear lots of hats in the 
workplace, with conflicting priori-
ties and tasks that you never seem to quite get to,” says Debbie,  
“At Sunbeam we can take care of all your administration  and 
also support you through change projects, no matter how big 
or small.  The service is flexible, from a one-off piece of work 
through to a regular number of hours each month.” Sunbeam has 
a special ‘Get an afternoon back’ offer, with 4 hours free support 
for those interested in trying out using a virtual office or having 
a one-off consultation on how to manage workplace change ef-
fectively.  Visit www.sunbeamconsultants.co.uk and take a look
.                                                                     Linton News Team

Expert business advice from 
Sunbeam Consultants 

Debbie has a wealth of
 executive experience

AT this difficult time, we are fortunate to live in such a lovely 
area where we can take exercise close to home in attractive and 
interesting surroundings. One of the local delights is the number 
of thatched buildings. Thatch was once the roofing choice of the 
poor as it was locally sourced, inexpensive and sustainable; now 
it seems that only the better-off can afford the necessary regular 
servicing and replacement. Most roofs are thatched with long 
wheat straw and many are topped out with a decorative straw 
feature on the apex. These are called straw finials. Pheasants and 
foxes are still among the favourites for this tradition that goes 
back centuries. These finials may once have been installed to 
keep away birds or even witches, while some may have been the 
trademark of the individual thatcher. Today, they are more likely 
chosen by the customer from an online catalogue. They seem to 
be more abundant and varied than ever. I have spotted some fine 
examples around The Hundred Parishes such as the two running 
hares on a cottage at Ashdon. In Finchingfield and Radwinter 
you may find families of ducks; there is a large thatched cow 
on the barn of the Red Cow pub at Chrishall, a hare on Dick 
Turpin’s Cottage at Hempstead and a galloping horse at Great 
Bardfield. An eagle has landed in Aythorpe Roding and there is a 
flying pig in Ugley. Do keep looking up.

Ken McDonald, Secretary
Hundred Parishes Society
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TIM PHILLIPS & Co.
Accountants

Established 1991

Independent, specialist service for:

Small Business • Self Assessment
Personal Taxation

Free initial consultation – no obligation
EASY, FREE PARKING

Copley Hill Business Park, Cambridge Rd., Babraham

Off A1307 between Wandlebury and Babraham

Tel: 01223 830044. www.tpaccounts.co.uk

Bespoke massage and chiropractic care 
for aches and pains
Specific techniques for pregnancy and children
15 years’ experience
Call 07870568548

www.cambridgefamilychiro.co.uk

Cambridgeshire Family
Chiropractic Centre

District and County Councillor’s 
Report – February 2021

A1307 Update
THE process of upgrading the road continues, and we have 
an update this month. The proposed westbound bus lane past 
Linton, which would have served very few buses (and little 
purpose) for a £1m+ investment, is now recommended for re-
moval from the scheme by the Greater Cambridge Partnership 
(GCP): this was down to some good campaigning by your par-
ish councils and local councillors. The much-needed signalised 
pedestrian crossing at the Hildersham junction is now making 
forward progress, with a redesigned scheme more acceptable to 
the landowner. However, some negative news is that the travel 
hub (a mini park and ride) at the end of Bartlow Road, Linton 
has been removed from contention due to a lack of confidence 
that it would receive planning permission. There is space for a 
travel hub, albeit it isn’t in the GCP’s plans to build one with 
the funds that they have. Also, there currently aren’t any plans 
to build any pedestrian foot/cycle/equestrian paths to the east 
of Linton, meaning some villages, which aren’t located on the 
road, wouldn’t be able to feed into the A1307 corridor and use 
the new upgrades – the main thrust of the GCP funding was to 
get people out of cars and onto public transport/greener modes 
of transport. Pressure will be maintained for this, and the more 
support that parish councils and members of the public can put 
onto the GCP for this, the greater the demonstration that this is 
wanted.
Local Authority Covid Support
At time of writing, we are still in national lock-down, with re-
strictions as laid out by government, which can be seen here - 
www.gov.uk/guidance/national-lockdown-stay-at-home.
Small support grant for business that is forced to close due to 
Covid, available from the District Council - www.scambs.gov.
uk/businessgrant .
There is also financial support for ‘wet pubs’ from the District 
Council. This is to support pubs, and other businesses, whose 
income is more than 50% from drinks alone - www.scambs.
gov.uk/financial-support-for-south-cambridgeshire-s-pubs-
now-available.
Also available from SCDC is a ‘Covid Co-Ordinator’ who can 
assist with most things Covid related, including advice and di-
recting to these various grants. Her name is Vicky Hoover – 
Vicky.hoover@scambs.gov.uk 
There is also support available from the County Council, via 
their ‘Hub’ which can be contacted through their website www.
cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/coronavirus/covid-19-coordi-
nation-hub-your-community-needs-you
Budgets
February is budget month, where local authorities will agree 
a budget for the forthcoming municipal year. It’s likely that 
council tax will be increased on both District and County coun-
cils: we will report back in March with specifics after they are 
agreed.
 Doubling Nature Strategy 
A high-level strategy for ‘Doubling Nature’ in South Cam-
bridgeshire, setting out an approach to increasing wildlife-rich 
habitats and the tree canopy and improving access to green 
spaces, has been given the go-ahead by the SCDC Cabinet. As 
part of the strategy, SCDC will aim for 20% biodiversity net 
gain from new developments.

Climate and Environment fortnight
As of Monday 22 February, the Council is marking Climate and 
Environment fortnight 2021 with a series of free online webi-
nars featuring guest speakers, activities and information to help 
people think about how to live more sustainably, reduce carbon 
emissions and in turn help tackle climate change. 
The topics covered were: Greener businesses - Thursday 25 
February; Sustainable farming in Cambridgeshire - Friday 26 
February. To come are: Greening your older home, tips and in-
spiration - Tuesday 2 March; Shrinking your carbon footprint 
webinar - Wednesday 3rd March; Food for our Future work-
shop - Thursday 4 March. For more details see www.scambs.
gov.uk/climate-change/climate-and-environment-fortnight-
2021-events/

Cambridge Waste Water Treatment Plant
Of the three sites considered, Anglian Water has selected the 
site between Fen Ditton and Horningsea to relocate Cambridge 
Waste Water Treatment Plant.

Councillors Henry and John Batchelor

Let’s talk rubbish
BIRGITTA Laurent, Recycling Co-
ordinator for South Cambridgeshire 
District Council, asked why we recy-
cle.  A video of a landfill site from the 
50’s showed the waste of valuable re-
sources by burying them. It takes about 
450 years for plastics to break down in landfill. Materials 
such as aluminium and steel cans, glass and most plas-
tics can be endlessly recycled.  Birgitta told us the six Rs 
of waste management – Rethink, Refuse, Reduce, re-use, 
Recycle, Repair.  A video showed how the waste materials 
are processed on a conveyor belt, sometimes by hand and 
sometimes mechanically.  Infra red lights differentiate be-
tween different plastics.  Food waste spoils the load, so re-
member to rinse everything.  A tin can could become part 
of a car. Most paper goes to Reprocessors paper mill fac-
tory in King's Lynn where it is processed into giant rolls 
of clean paper. Cambridge and Peterborough recycle 54% 
of waste.  Our food and garden waste goes to the Amey 
Waste Park in Waterbeach for composting after removing 
contaminants, methane and bacteria, and compost is free. 
Brigitta advised us not to use things which can't be re-
cycled like plastic water bottles (although these can be re-
cycled), straws, plastic stirrers, takeaway coffee cups and 
food packaging, wipes (don't put down the toilet).  With 
face masks, try to buy the cloth ones.  CHYPPS  (Children 
and young people’s participation service) run a scrap bin 
scheme in Cambridge to collect such things as old buttons 
for children to use for arts and crafts. The question was 
asked, why don't we burn our rubbish to make electricity?  
Because in Cambridge there is such public opposition to 
an incinerator. Our next meeting is on 2nd March when the 
talk by zoom will be by David Allen on Victorian etiquette 
entitled Manners Please Dearest.  Any ladies interested 
in joining us would be most welcome.  Look out for the 
contact number on the poster on the village notice boards.

Sally Proberts

Camsight VIPs:
 visually impaired 

People
Although we have of course been unable to meet 
for over a year, we are keeping in regular contact 
with our members and are very happy to report that 
they are keeping well and receiving the support they 
need at this difficult time. Almost all have now had 
the vaccination and like all of us are cheered by the 
longer daylight hours and the appearance of early 
spring flowers. For visually impaired people how-
ever, social distancing, uncertainty about the future 
and the lack of social contact can be particularly 
trying, with increased unease about going out, not 
knowing if others are too close, and so on. If you, or 
anyone you know is feeling low, the emotional sup-
port service at Camsight is available to help, and can 
be contacted on the main number 01223 420033, or 
through the number below. Please also get in touch 
if you know someone with sight impairment who 
hasn’t already been in touch with Camsight, as some 
people’s needs have changed with lockdown. News 
of the proposed plans for a more local, mobile ser-
vice as mentioned in the January issue will be updat-
ed as the plans develop. Meanwhile we wish all our 
members good health and a happy, hopeful spring 
season until we are able to meet again.

Jean Mannion
01223 893595

PLANNING APPLICATIONS

R20/04629/NMA1 
84 Chalklands Linton CB21 4JH
Non material amendment of planning permission 
20/04629/HFUL (Demolish existing porch and construct 
a single storey front and side extension with dormer win-
dows also two storey and single storey rear extensions) 
to change the window in the proposed utility room to a 
door and window and change the doors in the kitchen/
dining room to a window.
Status Awaiting decision

Ongoing/ controversial planning applications: 

20/01369/HFUL 
24 Mill Lane Linton  CB21 4JY
Single storey Extension 
An appeal has been made to the Secretary of State 
against the decision of South Cambridgeshire District 
Council to refuse the application. 
Appeal start date: 19th February 2021 
Inspectorate Ref: APP/W0530/D/21/3267975

*Carpet Cleaning *Rugs *Stain Removal
*Car Valeting *Caravans *Motor Homes
*Upholstery Cleaning *Stain Protection
*Floor Cleaning / Scrubbing / Sealing / Polishing
*Pressure Washing of Patios Paths & Driveways
*Domestic Cleaning * Top Ups & One Off Cleaning
*Gutter / Fascia Cleaning

*Contract Office Cleaning (Flexible Options)

ProClean
‘Your Complete Cleaning Solution’

TEL: 890433 Mob: 0777 375 8355
74 Bartlow Rd, Linton, Cambridge, CB21 4LY



PJB 
Maintenance

No job too small
Ground work, Patios, Floor 

& Wall Tiling, Fencing, Roof 
repairs, Demolition

CPSC Licence
Free Estimates

Call Peter Belsom on
Mob: 07799 183308
 Tel: 01223 668475

McKenzie & Haywards 
Garage LTD

Unit 3 & 4, Lintech Court
The Grip Industrial Estate
Linton, Cambs
CB21 4XN

Tel : 01223 894140
Fax : 01223 890035
mhgarage@btconnect.com

MOT by appointment while you wait
Servicing, Collection & Delivery Service

YOUR  LOCAL 
BEAUTY SALON

–––––
Check us out at 

5 Balsham Road, Linton 
Cambridge CB21 4LD

youbeautycambridge.co.uk
01223 668400

MALLYON  ONAL ON
Linton

Specialising in both Modern and

Traditional building methods.
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Parish Council Matters Parish Council Matters is 
written, edited and

published by the Parish Council 
with the support of the 
Linton News Team.

Meeting & Planning Updates
 January 2021 - February 2021

Recreation Ground 
Update

SKATE PARK - This is making progress, with input from po-
tential users and the Beacon Youth Trust. There  was a meeting 
with Cllrs John Bald, Gardner, Hine and Jenny Seaward, prior 
to full council (FC). Preliminary work included site visits and 
discussions with potential contractors. At FC it was decided to 
proceed with a concrete skatepark (wooden versions in the past 
had been expensive to  maintain and had suffered vandalism). 
Thanks to  all those who completed the online questionaire. 
Recreation Ground - Preliminary meeting with representatives 
of groups who use the Rec - on  how other groups could use it, 
how to re-purpose the Bowls Green, etc. Your ideas are welcome.
A1307/CSET meetings. Two of these - attended by Cllrs Kell, 
Bald, Batchelor, representatives of many groups and PCs, Mott-
MacDonald and GCP, chaired by the ever-patient and wise Tony 
Orgee.The first was for projects from Addenbrookes to A11 
including a new guided bus route.
The second brought good news for a signalised crossing at 
Hildersham crossroads, safety measures at Dean Road (no-right 
turn), 50mph limits and safety cameras Horseheath to Haverhill, 
progress on the Greenway through Linton (this could be even 
better...) possible loss of layby by Dalehead to improve the cycle 
lane, Bartlow Road roundabout expected this year - see full report 
on LPC website. The best news is that, after our many letters 
and representations, the west-bound bus lane is now recom-
mended for refusal. That is over £1million saved on a pointless 
and harmful project (including the hedge and woodland lost). 
Bad news is that the traffic hub, intended to take P+R cars off 
the High Street and Lanes, and safe cycle links to Bartlow and 
villages is not progressing in this phase.
Planning updates:
Regular meetings continue with SCDC officers and consultants, 
and also developers. Issues are often better described and illus-
trated rather than through written planning comments.
Horseheath Road S/4418/19/RM, S/3405/17/OL - Building 
continues apace despite conditions not having been approved 
-this work is done “at own risk”, so there might be consequences. 
SCDC decisions are still awaited on discharge of conditions (LPC 
objected to major ones) and if building will  be stopped. Recent 
submissions include the foul water pump and drains; again the 
developer wants to connect to the already overburdened Bartlow 
Road sewer; LPC objected to the site of the pump, storage tanks 
and the connection.
Bartlow Road S/1963/15/OL and S/2501/19/RM - The foul 
drain condition has been rejected; the proposed connection to 
the already overloaded 6 inch Victorian sewer was specifically 
prohibited but the developer persisted in including this in sub-
mitted plans. Major conditions cannot be discharged as they are 
unworkable, conflict with other submissions and amendments or 
the original consents. Of particular concern is the surface water 
drainage scheme. The next meeting includes the Lead Local 
Flood Officer as well as the developer.
As we have seen recently, once the aquifer and underlying 
gravel beds are full of water (this has not happened for around 
6 years!), Linton can flood. This flooding comes from the river, 
from surface water (rainfall and water coming from the hills) and 
also from below. This is due to our unusual geology as a glacial 
valley with terminal morain. Developers do not recognise this 
and their proposed SUDs schemes are intended only to meet the  
surface water problem on site - these are soon overwhelmed.
The mounds of earth at Bartlow Road are probably exacerbating 
high river levels.
Only months ago the Granta was nearly dry; now we have high 
and fast flow. A living river!                             Cllr Enid Bald. 

WHILE Covid has been keeping us apart, our open spaces have 
been bringing us together, if only to exchange passing greetings 
and compliments on friendly dogs. Going for a walk has been the 
only exercise available to most of us, and the recreation ground 
has rarely been so well used, be it the perimeter path, put in place 
by Cllr Enid Bald to provide all-weather access to that part of the 
ground, half-court basketball, football, the play areas, or even 
our now rather sad temporary half-pipe for skaters. At its last 
meeting, the Parish Council voted to spend over £120,000 on 
a new skatepark and new equipment for the playground. What 
are we going to get for it, and what do we do next?

First, skateboarding is not a passing fad. Wikipedia tells me 
that it developed in California in the late 1940s as a spin-off from 
surfing, but it really took off in this country in the seventies, and 
is now an Olympic sport. Young people want to skate, and we 
should encourage it. Our first attempt, about 10 years ago, was 
a large half-pipe with a wooden deck. The deck soon became 
damaged, leading to expensive repairs, and had to be removed 
following serious vandalism. Discussion with skateboard users 
in Cambridge – which has eight skateparks – showed a strong 
preference for concrete structures, which can be used in wet 
weather, require little maintenance, and are much less suscep-
tible to vandalism. On site visits, we passed several wooden 
structures that were not being used. So, a concrete park it will 
be, and we hope the final design will also provide for bmx biking 
and scooters. We have to balance excitement and safety - protec-
tive clothing is recommended, particularly for beginners and the 
more adventurous.

Playground equipment has come a long way from the simple 
swings and roundabouts we once enjoyed, and new materials, 
such as nylon ropes for climbing frames, and safety ground 
coverings have brought exciting new possibilities, including the 
new CoCo-Wave Swing, which can be seen below. We will have 
eight new items, and will carry out some repairs and resurfacing. 

There is more to do. The disused bowling green, behind the 
pavilion, is a large site with obvious possiblities for an indoor, 
multi-use facility that could include badminton, tennis, football 
and dance. A long-term project, and expensive, but could be 
valuable if we get it right, particularly as the Village College is 
restricting access to what used to be shared facilities. We could 
also think of a trim trail, so that we grown ups and seniors can 
get some exercise ourselves.                            Cllr John Bald. 

Parsonage Way
Tree & Hedges 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 
18th March 2021. If you would like to raise any points with the 
Parish Council please contact the office by Tuesday 9th  
March 2021. Meetings are currently being held via remote links 
on Zoom. An invitation link is posted on Facebook along with 
all details of the meeting, it can also be requested via email from 
the office.                                                                          Clerk.                                                             

Dates for your Diary

SPRING is almost here and Mother Nature has not let us down, 
we are starting to see spring flowers in bloom and the days are 
getting longer. Thank goodness! The Parish Council office has 
been busy again since the last edition of The Linton News and 
is pleased to be involved in the progression of the Skate Park. 
Thank you to everyone who completed the online questionnaire 
giving valuable feedback which helps with decisions on design. 
We will soon be able to share more information with you on 
this project. 

Following on from last month’s report of the flooding in the 
Cemetery, the ditches adjacent to the bridlepath are to be cleared  
and re-dug. Please could we ask the parishioners on the left 
hand side of Rivey Way, to refrain from putting any green waste 
into the ditch going forward. This is  a riparian duty as adjacent 
landowners. The ditch and the trench to divert the surface water 
must be kept clear to avoid a repeat occurance.               Clerk. 

Parish Progress

PARSONAGE WAY trees...The green spaces at Parsonage Way 
were given to the village as a leisure area when the Cathodeon 
Crystals site was re-developed into housing. The Cathodeon 
Centre with its library, meeting rooms and childcare groups is 
another part of its legacy. Recently, GCP/CSET suggested that 
the green should be turned into a car park for commuter P+R 
cars; what a loss that would have been... The proposal was heav-
ily resisted by LPC and has now been dropped.

Over the last few years, working with Tree Wardens past and 
present and the excellent Ian Blackman, the planting has been 
changing. The weeping birches remain as statement trees under 
whose canopy many children have played. The fruit trees are 
aging but still crop well, for all to use. 

Last year, on the path to Balsham Road, we lost the beautiful 
Pissards Plum to fungal disease, but this will be replaced when 
we can source a similar type. Another tree was lost to high 
winds, breaking branches of the Hawthorn. The mature trees are 
regularly  maintained and are looking better. A Yew  has been 
hidden by self-set Elder, Ash and Sycamore. These and broken/
dead branches will be removed and weeping Cotoneaster planted 
either side of the Yew to complete a group. A variegated tree 
has taken the place of a dead Rowan. More trees will be planted 
when Simpsons next have a sale!
...and hedges.

The boundary should have a better border than the unlovely 
chain link fences. Twice we have planted hedging beside them, 
but they have fallen victim to strimmer damage. Could we or-
ganise a working party  (when we are allowed) to replant the 
hedges? With enough people - youth groups, gardeners, eco-
warriors? - it should only take a few hours, but what a difference 
it would make. Please contact the Parish Office to volunteer.

                           Cllrs K. Kell, M. Mannassi and E. Bald.

The CoCo-Wave Rope Swing 
is suitable for ages 6-12 years 
and can seat up to eight at a 
time. You can view the swing 
at www.kompan.co.uk or by 
visiting Youtube. 

The Crown Inn

We are currently closed in line with the Government directive.

However, we will be offering a takeaway menu on Friday and 

Saturday evenings and lunchtime on Sunday.  We would welcome 

your support:

contact us on our website www.crownatlinton.co.uk or 

www. facebook.com/CrownInnLinton

We hope all our customers stay well and safe during this period 

and look forward to seeing you all again soon!
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PSH 
Electrical 
Services

Rewires, New builds, Extra 
lights, Extra sockets, Repair 

works, Garden lighting, 
Showers

Registered NIC EIC domestic 
installer

email 
pshelectrical27@gmail.com

telephone 07867980738

 

 

 
 

N.C.H.QUALIFIED 
 

All garden maintenance including: 

 
Weeding – Mowing 

Hedge cutting - Turfing 

Garden clearance 

Shed /fence treatment 

Hard/soft landscaping 

 

 
For a friendly 

professional service  

please call: 
 

 
 

Darryl Tilling 
 

01223 892133 
or 

07981 904895 07932 021277

Ask Edward
Garden & Home
Routine Garden & Home 

Maintenance 
Gardens cleared, restored 

& enhanced.
Year round garden 

programmes available.
‘No job too small’

For a free estimate & 
friendly service,

Linton based, call
07768701010 or 

Email: 
edwardsgarden1984@

gmail.com

A & R
PLASTERING

ll aspects o  plastering 
underta en:
   lasterboarding
      endering
        No ob too small
30  ears experience
Free estimates

Tel: 01223890228
obile:  0 4 8 2 920

DESIGNER 
DRAPES

Local Curtain &
 Blind Specialist
01223 890556

	
	
	

	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

																																															Your	Local,	Professional,	Carpet	Cleaner	Dean	
11	years	experience	

Package	to	suit	every	level:	Basic,	Pet	Treatment	or	Carpet	Protector	
£15	off	for	repeat	customers	

Free	stain	spotter	for	all	customers	
Contact	Dean	on	01223	654652	

	or	info@allstarcleaning.me.uk	to	make	an	appointment.	
Allstar	Cleaning,	10	Coles	Lane,	Linton,	CB21	4JS	

	
              14 Hillway, Linton, CB21 4JE.

07917 890752

Les Westlake
(exterior only)

Mobile: 07929 501101
Tel: 01223 892866

Westlakes
Painting & Decorating

Clive Westlake
07900 492127

Adam Westlake

Interior/Exterior Decorating
Fencing, Guttering 

Turfing, Garden Clearance 
Lawn & Hedge Cutting

Decking & Patio Cleaning
Patios & Driveways

Call on 
 (01223) 892889 
or 07973 294946

No job too small...

Parish Council Minutes
Parish Council Matters is 

written, edited and
published by the Parish Council 

with the support of the 
Linton News Team.

ABBREVIATED minutes of the Meeting of Linton Parish Council 
held on Thursday 21st January 2021 Remote Meeting via video/
telephone conferencing. 
Apologies for Absence; Cllr Merrie Mannassi and Cllr (Dr) Brian 
Cox.  
In the absence of the Chairman, Vice-Chairman John Bald chaired 
the meeting. 
Councillor Vacancies: There are now four vacancies for Co-option
Chairman’s Comment. 
Cllr John Bald thanked the members of the Council for their par-
ticipation in the extra meetings held regarding the redevelopment 
of the recreation ground. 
Open Forum for Public Participation. 

A parishioner questioned the satisfaction of current levels of 
protection afforded of trees in the village by SCDC. Cllr Kate 
Kell explained that the council was far from satisfied and fighting 
for an explanation especially regarding the felling of the beech 
trees at 41 Back Road. A TPO was registered and had not been 
followed through. The complaint has been raised with the most 
senior Planning Officer. The parishioner offered their support in 
the matter.

One of the leaders of the Linton Community Help Team, 
LCHT, explained to the Council that the future and sustainability 
of the LCHT was being assessed. It was stressed that the leader-
ship team consists of volunteers and that the demand on time and 
expertise is becoming difficult to manage. More volunteers are 
needed if the LCHT is to continue in its current form. 
Clerks Report.
District & County Councillor Henry Batchelor gave an update 
on the Rivey Lane situation. Cllr Batchelor stated that a site visit 
is being arranged for next week to assess the lane and it is very 
likely that arrangements will be made for the gullies to be cleared. 
Cllr Enid Bald explained that a few years ago, the verge area at 
the bottom of the bridlepath had been given a deliberate gradient 
away from the Cemetery to ensure that surface water was directed 
away to the right-hand side. It was felt that the recent works had 
seen a levelling of this gradient and with the blocked ditches the 
water was unable to clear. Cllr Enid Bald also raised the condition 
of the fences and dead trees to the left of the lane and at the rear 
of the Cemetery which needs to be addressed by SCDC. County 
& District Cllr Henry Batchelor agreed to contact the Housing 
Department at SCDC and provide feedback in his next report.                                                                                                          
Planning. 
Bartlow Road. 
The Planning Committee continues to comment and have direct 
consultations with the Planning Officers regarding the develop-
ment. 
Horseheath Road. 
Cllr Enid Bald updated the Council that most of the conditions 
have not been approved and yet the developer has continued build-
ing. Greater Cambridge Shared Planning (GCSP) Enforcement 
team has not stopped the work. Cllr John Bald requested that the 
County and District Councillors give their attention to the issues 
being raised on behalf of residents living nearby. 
District Councillor John Batchelor confirmed that the Planning 
Officers at GCSP are looking at the detail of the case. He stressed 
that the officer’s job is to facilitate development. Cllr John Bald 
stated that conditions are being flouted and that the SCDC needs 
to enforce the planning rules and regulations. District Councillor 
John Batchelor assured that the points raised were noted and that 
he would make sure the concerns were given priority. 
Cllr Paul Poulter pointed out that due to the legal obligations in 
Planning a vicarious claim could be raised against SCDC if they 
were found to be negligent. 
Cllr Kate Kell added that the original plans for drainage were not 
fit for approval and that it is of serious concern how, if SCDC do 
not stop the work now, they will remove and replace with suit-

able alternatives. 
Cllr Enid Bald also asked about remedial works, especially regard-
ing the sinking of tanks to depth, damaging the aquifer, which 
provides drinking water for the village.  
1 Horseheath Road. 
Cllr Enid Bald informed the council that more conditions had been 
approved and that a letter of complaint would be sent regarding the 
choice of tree species. It was felt that these were needlessly large, 
close to the boundary, and could be replaced easily with native 
species more sympathetic to the neighbouring properties. Cllr Bald 
supported the concerns regarding the height of the chosen trees.
Paynes Meadow. 
Cllr Enid Bald updated the Council that the appeal may now be 
heard at a hearing and that LPC would like to support SCDC.  
Consideration of the District and County Councillors Report 
for January 2021. Cllr John Bald thanked the District and County 
Councillors for their support in getting Chalklands and Finchams 
Close re-surfaced. 
County & District Councillor Henry Batchelor reminded the 
Council that the LHI meeting dates were approaching. The Rights 
of Way officer is currently on leave, a temporary officer is avail-
able. There is also a new officer for Greater Cambridge Partner-
ship (GCP) looking after the A1307, Martin Meehan is the new 
point of contact. 
District Councillor John Batchelor expressed concerns over rising 
Covid-19 infection rates and asked that everyone take the serious-
ness of the situation on board.  
Finance. 
Quotations, Membership renewals and Donation requests: 
Consideration of two quotations received regarding the installation 
of a bench on the High Street. 
A parishioner was invited to speak regarding the citing of the 
bench. Their view was that, to the left-hand side of the phone 
box, in front of No. 31 High Street would be a better location 
than the right-hand side. Cllr Enid Bald explained that less mobile 
residents had requested a bench be placed on the High Street to 
enable them to visit the amenities but had been unable to attend 
the meeting. Cllr Enid Bald also confirmed that the bench would 
face across the road and be as close to the pavement as possible. 
Cllr Chris Hine stated that the bench should not be installed until 
ownership of the cobbled area was confirmed. Cllr Enid Bald 
advised the reason for installing the bench on the right-hand side 
was due to the cobbles there being already damaged and need-
ing restoration. The cobbles uphill from the telephone box are 
original, historically important and in acceptable condition. Cllr 
Enid Bald also stressed that the Conservation Officer and Historic 
England may need to be consulted before work commences and 
added that the proposed method of installation by Tom Mytton-
Mills was preferable as it was less intrusive.
Cllr Lee Gardner proposed that the quote be accepted from Tom 
Mytton-Mills and that bench be installed to the left of the tele-
phone box. The installation date to be confirmed once the owner-
ship of the cobbled area be clarified. Cllr Amy Smith seconded. 6 
in favour. 1 against. 1 Abstention. 
Agreed.                                                                                                                                                                                            
Consideration of the S137 Grant Application for Linton Heights 
Junior School. Correspondence item   44 refers. Open Discussion 
and Decision Required. 
The additional information provided by Linton Heights Junior 
School was reviewed. The details of community use were dis-
cussed. 
Cllr Chris Hine proposed that the grant be awarded. No seconder.
Cllr Kate Kell proposed that the grant be refused. Cllr Lee Gardner 
seconded. 7 in favour. 1 Against. Agreed.  
Cllr Kate Kell stressed that more detailed information was required 
to support the application as the Parish Council cannot support a 
project solely consisting of school improvement. 

Cllr John Bald explained that the grant application could be re-
submitted as soon as more clarity could be given.                                                                                                                            
Consideration of S106 Funding request from Linton Community 
Help Team for a Community Art Project. 
Cllr Chris Hine proposed the S106 grant of £1000 be approved. 
Cllr Kate Kell seconded. 6 in favour. 1 Abstention. Agreed.                                                                                                      
The Meadow Recreation Ground.
Consideration of Skate Ramp tenders received. 
Cllr John Bald updated the Council regarding discussions at a 
working group meeting.The pros and cons of the tenders were 
discussed in depth. 
Cllr Chris Hine added that a letter of recommendation from Cam-
bridge City Council for Canvas Spaces had been made available 
by the supplier, he had spoken to CCC and was pleased that they 
could recommend Canvas Spaces. 
Cllr Lee Gardner proposed that the preferred supplier of the Skate 
Park be Canvas Spaces and that final designs and costs be dis-
cussed. Cllr Chris Hine seconded. All Agreed.                            
Consideration of Play Area quotes received. Cllr Lee Gardner 
proposed that the Kompan quote be accepted. Cllr Enid Bald 
seconded. All Agreed.                                                                                                                                       
Update on the request for a Memorial Bench for the Recreation 
Ground and grant permission to proceed. Cllr Enid bald proposed 
the Memorial bench in the recreation ground is permitted, Cllr 
Sharron Parker seconded. All Agreed.                                                                                                    
High Street. 
Consideration of diversion routes and disruption caused due to the 
closure of the A1307 on Thursday 10th December 2020. 
It was discussed that an alternative diversion route for lorries 
would be appreciated although an alternative route was not forth-
coming. The concerns will be raised with the relevant authorities. 
Cllr Kate Kell also stated that local traffic was taking known 
routes, before the diversion was in place, and it would be impos-
sible to stop this.                                                                                                                               
Traffic & Highways 
Update from GCP regarding the LHI application including remote 
meeting arrangements for February and request for an attendee. 
Confirmation of attendance and a written statement to be submitted 
by 01.02.2021. Cllr Enid Bald to attend.                                                                                                            
Update on CSET project meeting on Phase 1, Phase 2 schemes. 
Public Transport Route and Travel Hub project held on 20th Janu-
ary 2021. The meeting on 20th January was mainly focusing on 
the A1307 from Addenbrookes to Four Went Ways. The second 
meeting on the 26th January is on Abington to Bartlow Road 
and participation from as many Councillors as possible would 
be appreciated. 
Linton News. 
Two articles required for Linton News - March Edition. 
Deadline Monday 8th February 2021. 
Cllr John Bald - Skate Park & Bowling Green Update. 
Cllr Enid Bald - Tree Planting & Hedges. 
Cllr Enid Bald - Planning Reports 
Clerk – Parish Progress and Diary Dates. 
Full minutes are available on the Parish Council website. Clerk.  

 The Village Hall, Coles Lane, Linton, 
Cambridge CB21 4JS Tel: 891001 

 Clerk to the council – Mrs Jenny Seaward
 Email: enquiries@linton-pc.gov.uk

Website: www.lintoncambridgeshire-pc.gov.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/lintonpc

Office open: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Friday 9am – 12noon. Closed on a Thursday.  
Full Council meetings are held at the Cathodeon 

Centre, commencing at 7.30pm on the third Thurs-
day of the month, except for August.


