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L
AST autumn the parish council approved Linton WI’s
request for the village sign to be cleaned and restored
and the ‘in village’ restorer, Darryl Nantais agreed to

undertake the work.
Sometime before Christmas, Dr Brian Cox wheeled out

his portable scaffolding and with Colin Brown’s help man-
aged to secure a rope harness around the sign before lower-
ing it onto a truck ready for transporting to Darryl’s work-
shop.

 “The paintwork had blackened with age and constant
exposure to the sun,” said Darryl. So the first problem was to
eradicate the lichen, alive with tiny spiders, only visible
under the microscope. Insects of all kinds could be seen
feeding on the apothecia, the little mushroom type growths
on the fungal part of the lichen.

After cleaning, the wood had to be dried out and all loose
paint removed. Rebuilding the structure of the paint layers,
including another base where the paint was completely miss-
ing and filling the wood was a long, slow process. About 15
different colours of the most expensive artist’s quality acrylic
paints were used for greatest longevity against the sun and
the weather. The colours were slightly muted with chalk to
tone down the rather garish acrylic appearance. Finally a

Restoring the village sign

Darryl’s other assistant was
Homer, who featured in last

month’s Country diary.

Picture by Roger Lapwood

Dr Cox tried to remove them. He cleaned and treated the oak
post with anti-rot solvent, removed the rotted oak skirt from
the bottom of the post and fabricated a new skirt from oak
reclaimed from the best of the original bars. He also cleaned
and sealed the top of the post, finishing it with a protective
coat of bitumen. Bradnams made the replacement oak bars.

After thinking long and hard about ways of avoiding the
problems of getting the sign (weighing some 70 kgs) back in
place, Dr Cox said that with the help of Darryl, Daniel
Nantais and Colin Brown, and the portable scaffolding,
installing the sign on 6th May went like clockwork. “Fifteen
minutes inspiration was worth hours of perspiration,” he
said.

Kate France 891602

thick layer of a strong matt
varnish was added.

Darryl’s constant com-
panion throughout the
project was Billy Blackbird,
a rescued bird with an in-
jured wing. Darryl said Billy
was always whistling encour-
agement as the work pro-
gressed, so he can be seen as
a ‘little extra’ on the sign
perched near the clapper
stile.

Taking away the sign ex-
posed the decaying support
bars, and the coach screws,
some of which had rusted in
place, sheared through when

Brian Cox, Darryl, Daniel Nantais and Colin Brown
complete the task of installing the sign.

THE Bookfest was a great success, aided by the glorious weather. In all, more than 40 events took place during the
week. The organisers are very grateful to all those who helped, put on events, took part or just went along.

On this page, we report on a selection of the week’s happenings.

IT was the English
summer at its best for
the three garden story
times which were part
of the Bookfest cel-
ebrations.

At the first one,
Rosemary Harris told
the story of the Mon-
key Puzzle, written by
Julia Donaldson and
illustrated by Axel
Scheffler who later in
the week entertained
children at the school.

The story tells of the
monkey’s adventures
and the friends he
meets while searching
for his mother. The
children joined mon-
key in his search in
Rosemary’s exciting
garden, discovering
the hideouts of all his
friends along the way
until his mother was
found. Later some of

Weather smiles on the Bookfest
THE first event of the Linton
Children’s book festival on
Saturday 3rd May saw a crowd
of parents and children imag-
ining themselves defending
The Grip at 6am on a very wet
16th June 1648, when it had
been pouring with rain all night
and most of the previous week.

Storyteller Garth Collard
and the elegantly dressed cava-
lier, Royalist Colonel Eusebius
Andrewes with his wife (John
and June Sutton), described the
situation for the Royalists in
Linton who had planned to
raise an army for King Charles
for a second rebellion.

The Cavaliers had been
driven back from Saffron
Walden to the town of Linton
by the Parliamentarians, more
commonly known as Round-
heads. Despite the strong bar-
ricades erected by the Royal-
ists on Hawes Hill and down
the hill towards Long Lane, the
guns of the pursuing Round-
heads could clearly be heard
approaching the Grip when a
soberly dressed Major Robert
Sparrow (Keith Osborne) of the
New Model Army strode up
the road to the waiting mob.

They were bidden to join him
and his soldiers in crushing the
Royalists, who were gathered
at the Griffin Inn in the High
Street, on the present site of
Holttums Yard. (The inn was
subsequently renamed The
Crown which eventually moved
up the road to its present site).

The Royalists, apart from
Col Andrewes, who by then
had deserted, backed down the
High Street to make a stand at
the ford and bridge over the

The 2nd Battle of Linton

Granta. The Roundheads
spurred their heavy war horses
into a full charge, maiming and
scattering the defenders, who
retreated into the church,
climbing to the turrets and
tower, attaining an excellent
view of the surrounding area in
a last ditch attempt to defeat
the enemy.

Having cleared the river, the
Roundheads raided the nearby
house of Barnaby Richmond
(now called Richmonds)
quickly securing the Royalists’
store of guns and supplies.

To reach the rebels in the
church the Roundheads had
first to traverse narrow alleys
between cottages, becoming an
easy target for the elevated
Royalists.

Finally reaching the cover
of the flint walls of the church-
yard, the Roundheads were
able to surround and defeat the
Royalists who, with no means
of escape, negotiated surren-
der terms. The local yokels
were given a ticket to return
home if they promised not to
fight again. Six Royalist offic-
ers were allowed to keep their
arms and told to travel to Col-
chester to report on the defeat
of the local rebellion.

Andrew Clarke thanked
Garth and the two officers for
an instructive and entertaining
hour on a little known incident
of local history. Much to the
delight of the watching boys,
the final question and answer
session included a chance to
check and hold Col Andrewes’
sword  before the crowd re-
paired to the church pavilion
for light refreshments.

LNT

 Roundheads and Cavaliers join Garth at the Battle of Linton
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the elephant child’s small nose
until it was long enough to be
the useful appendage it now is.
Joining the elephant on his
journey to the river to find the
crocodile, the children ate
pieces of melon and banana
just as he did. Later they all
made elephant bookmarks.

On the third day, Jan

Sheppard read three stories
which each had a moral about
being grateful for what you
have, and being kind to and
appreciative of your friends.

The first was Too Much
Noise by Ann McGovern about
an old man who thought his
house was noisy until he dis-
covered he could easily live

Picture by Dan Johnson

Youngsters showing off their bees in Jan Sheppard’s garden

the children tried out the rope
bridge and the rope swing.

The second story was
brought to life with ‘puppets’
by Susan Anderson telling the
tale of The Elephant’s Child by
Rudyard Kipling. The young-
sters discovered how elephants
got their trunks; this was cour-
tesy of a crocodile who pulled

with those particular
sounds.

The second was A
New House for
Mouse by Petr
Horacek. This mouse
had an apple which
wouldn’t fit into her
house, so she visited
friends whose houses
she thought would
suit her better. On the
way she took bites
from the apple, which
of course went easily
through the door
when she returned
home. The third story
was The Very Greedy
Bee who wouldn’t
share the flowers’
nectar and so became
too fat to fly. Her kind
friends helped her re-
turn to the hive so she
wasn’t greedy any
more.

Then came a hunt
around the garden for hidden pa-
per bees, and pumpkin plants were
handed out to be grown at home.

Each day, lots of children
brought their mums and dads
to visit the gardens and enjoy
the refreshments, which were
as big an attraction as the sto-
ries.

LNT

ACCORDING to children’s poet
and picture book author Tony
Mitton you can squeeze a poem
out of anything; it can be a tiny
little thing, a hat, a piece of fluff
or just what’s in your pocket.

 He was entertaining and in-
formative, reading to the chil-
dren at the Linton Bookfest  from
some of his 70 books, perform-
ing poems, and encouraging eve-
ryone to join in with poems which
he mimed in the air and counting
rhymes like Frog on a log and
raps such as Rap Red Riding
Hood and the Fill the Gap Rap.
He even managed to find a dino-
saur in someone’s trainer when
it became part of his action poem
Dinosaur in a shoe.

Tony explained that he likes
words, rhymes and rhythms, but
although he writes the stories for
his books, he doesn’t draw the

A poem from a piece of fluff
pictures. Sometimes stories and
poems have a basis in truth, or
they may just be an idea con-
jured from his imagination; they
may be serious or just making
fun of something.

It can take up to two years
between the original idea and
the actual publication of a book
because he does many revisions
to get the words just right.

He ended by reading to us
from his latest book in what he
said was a world premiere for
Linton as it has not yet been
published. Called Farmer Jack
and the Music Show, it is a tale
about a farmer who uses music
to improve production on his
farm, for which the inspiration
had come to Tony while he was
listenening to a band at the Cam-
bridge Music Festival.

LNT

Alzheimer’s
Research

coffee morning
10.30 am

on 5th June at
29 Hollybush Way
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Thoughts from the

GRanta ranta

Exuberant colour to end the club’s season

LINTON
VILLAGE
MOTORS

01223 830550
BOURNE BRIDGE ABINGTON CAMBRIDGE

(near COMFORT CAFE)

   • Authorised MOT centre • ALL MAKES serviced and repaired 
   • Competitive prices on tyres & exhausts
   • Collection and delivery arranged  •  FREE advice
   • Polite friendly staff  •  FREE use of courtesy car

A FULLY INSURED MOT APPROVED GARAGE
CAN YOUR MECHANIC SAY THAT?

F r i e n d l y
S e r v i c e

Curtains made-to measure
Full Re-upholstery Service

Free parking
www.designer-drapes.com

Linton Road, Hadstock, Cambs

01223 890556

BED AND
 BREAKFAST
BAKERY COTTAGE
WEST WRATTING

CAMBRIDGE
CB21 5LU

also
Cottage and Converted

Barn to rent for holidays,
weekends and short breaks.

sleeping 6 and 4 people

Tel Carol or David
01223 290492
07860 810689

PAULINE'S
CHILDCARE IN 

LINTON

FOR UNDER FIVES

Ofsted registered

Monday – Friday

Ring for details

01223 891890

PLUMBLINE
Plumbing & Heating

RELIABLE COMPETITIVE

FRIENDLY SERVICE

Linton 
01223 893903

Don’t delay call today

THE gardening club’s
final meeting of the
current season was un-
doubtedly the most

vibrant yet. Mr Talman, a
trained seedsman, joined us
from his nursery in Abington
to enthral us with acres of riot-
ous colour. His slides of seed
trials and production showing
breeding and grower’s fields
from Costa Rica, California
and Chicago to the local land
settlement were sumptuous.
Impatiens and pansies as far as

of the trade imparted. He dem-
onstrated how to plant out
beautiful containers and hang-
ing baskets while highlighting
how to ensure their continued
glory throughout the season.

Thank you to all who gave
so generously of their time,
plants and produce to make this
year’s plant sale such a suc-
cess. The weather was kind and
all enjoyed a lovely morning
gathering treats for their gar-
dens.

The next gardening club
event will be the annual show
on Saturday 2nd August, so start
planning your entries now.

Kirsten Newble 892425
lgcsecretary@yahoo.co.uk

the eye could see.
He gave a wonderful behind

the scenes glimpse of how our
seed packets are filled, from
laborious hand pollination to
modified combine harvesters

Buyers and
sellers

admire the
range of

plants at the
garden club

sale

EXAMS – the word that strikes fear into the hearts of most
16-year-olds every June! They need not worry, as the Education

Secretary will be hailing another record-breaking set of results, with
103% attaining a C grade or better. The merest hint that GCSE
qualifications are perhaps not quite as tough to obtain as they should be
will be met with derision from parenting groups and head teachers alike.

There have been suggestions this year that students are under more
pressure than ever and that some subjects, such as languages, could be
made simpler by the removal of the oral test. That’s a bit like taking the
numeracy aspect out of mathematics, or removing the need for trainers
in PE.

Listening to the children as they walk to school, the command of a
certain swear word is particularly impressive. I had never appreciated
the many contexts in which it can be used. An oral test in English would
yield some interesting results.

Many people of a certain generation believe that exams are getting
easier, but their use of the native tongue may not be beyond reproach.
What is the point of being taught how to read, write and speak English
if we then make up our own language once we leave school? For many
adults, the day after Monday is “Toosdee,” the town along the A1307
is “Ayvurill”  and the collection of a takeaway meal is, apparently, “goin’
down the Chinkee.” Today’s children can be forgiven for thinking the
entire curriculum is a waste of time. Local accents help to define many
parts of this green and pleasant land, but there is a difference between
simply sounding different and changing the language.

Even the rich and famous can’t be bothered to express themselves in
anything other than a standard that would make most foreign students
blush. How many times have we heard Sir Alex Ferguson say that “the
defence played exceptional,” after a game? Why can’t Her Majesty
inform her spokesperson to let us know that she is something other than
“shocked and saddened” following a disaster? And why did Gordon
Brown telephone the Chinese government to ask them to “exercise
constraint” when dealing with protestors in Tibet? Mr Blair frequently
used to employ a rather casual “whatever” at the end of a sentence, in
place of “whatsoever.”

Sometimes, a written error will be more obvious. Some fine exam-
ples can be observed in a certain shop window. A home security firm
were promising peace of mind to clients “while there on holiday,” while
another card advised potential customers to avoid “rouge traders.” My
favourite, however, has to be the card advertising a piece of furniture for
sale described as a “Chester drawers.”

Let’s be encouraging as the examination results emerge, and cel-
ebrate the endeavours of our children who will be carrying our language
into the future. At least the mistake on the inside cover of our passports
has been corrected at last. An abowt tyme to, innit? Discombobulated?
Me too!

IN recent months, the local police have repeatedly warned
everybody to be on their guard and to report sightings of anyone
acting in a suspicious manner. Linton residents have indeed been
alert, and a bogus caller has been reported after he tried to gain
access to homes posing as an electricity company official.

The man has been described as being 20 to 30 years old and of
slim build with short, dark hair. He has been seen carrying what
appears to be a device used for reading meters and a laptop.

Remembering the importance of checking a caller’s identity,
the man was asked to provide ID before being allowed into
homes. Unable to produce any identity, he had to flee and the
householders told the police. If you think you have seen this man,
telephone the police on 0845 456456 4.

Always, always ask for ID from callers unknown to you.
LNT

A PLAN to reduce crime and antisocial behaviour has been
endorsed by South Cambridgeshire district council. The three-
year rolling plan by South Cambridgeshire Crime and Disorder
Reduction Partnership (CDRP) builds on the work of the last
three years to reduce crime and antisocial behaviour in the
district and will build a platform for improving the effectiveness
of the CDRP.

The plan has five main priorities: antisocial behaviour and
criminal damage; burglary of homes; vehicle crime; domestic
violence; and reduction of re-offending

Bridget Fairley, the distict council partnership support
officer, said: “Reducing crime and the perception of crime and
making sure residents feel safe across South Cambridgeshire is
very important. By implementing this plan, we will be able to
work with our partners across the district including the police,
fire and rescue service, local NHS primary care trust, the county
council and the National Probation Service. Together we can
work towards the five priorities to make the district a better and
safer place to live.” For more information please contact Helen
Simpson, communications officer, on 01954 713262, or email
helen.simpson@scambs.gov.uk

Plan to reduce crime endorsed

HAVE you heard of the Cambridgeshire Bobby Scheme? This is
a charitable scheme funded by police and local councils which
provides a service to older people and is intended to help reduce
burglary by improving home security.

One phone call will book you an appointment with a uni-
formed official who arrives in a named van to your home. For a
fee of £20, he will inspect your home, give advice and fit chains
to your doors and bolts to your gates and sheds where necessary.

This officer came to my home and all was fixed and finished
in an hour and a half. The service is available to all over 65s and
can be obtained by ringing 07866 602100.

This service works with the Victim Support Scheme, Age
Concern, Help the Aged and Neighbourhood Watch, and covers
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough.

A very satisfied customer of the scheme

Success story: keeping you safe

that ‘hoover’ up ripe seeds
from the crops twice a week. It
was warming to know that,
where a computer is used to
shortlist viable seedlings, this
is still checked by a real live
human before final selections
are made for growing on.

However, it was surprising

The Navarra quartet
comes to Linton

AT 7.30pm on Saturday 14th

June in St Mary’s church,
Linton, the Navarra Quartet
will perform Haydn’s String
quartet Op 17 No 1,
Schumann’s Op 41 quartet in
A minor and Schubert’s
‘Rosamunde’  quartet in A mi-
nor.

The Navarra Quartet is fast
emerging as one of the out-
standing quartets of its genera-
tion, winning second prize in
the 2007 Melbourne and first
prize in the 2005 Florence in-
ternational chamber music
competitions. In this final con-

The Navarra quartet: Xander van Vliet, Marije
Ploemacher, Simone van der Giessen and Nathaniel Boyd

Music Society
LINTON

Picture by Sussie Ahlburg

cert of the season, they present
favourites of the quartet reper-
toire which will surely make a
rousing finish.

Tickets are available at the
door or can be obtained in ad-
vance or in person from Sweet
Talk News Tel(893480).

The prices for individual
concerts range from
adults £9 (no concessions),
students (up to 21) £2
and a family ticket for two
adults and two children £16.
There is a brochure available
for the whole season. For a
brochure or concert tickets,
please contact 894460 or
897983.

Hayley Donnan

A CHOCOLATE fountain, American puddings, English favour-
ites and some mouthwatering new recipes are all being included
in more than 20 different puddings at Joanne Maimaris’ Pudding
Party to raise funds for her trip to Iceland.

Why not come along, eat what you fancy and put weight-
watching on hold for a summer’s evening at Hildersham village
hall from 7pm on Thursday 26th June?  Tickets at £5 each are
available from Kate France 891602, Rosemary Turner 891925
or Joanne 894434.                                                   Kate France

Puddings for Iceland ...
to discover that until fairly re-
cently all of the lavender seed
worldwide came from a single
30-acre field!

Mr Talman also gave us use-
ful advice on germination or
lack of it and how to achieve
success. Individual members’
problems were tackled and tips

Picture by Dan

Johnson

PLODDING ALONG
An update on police matters
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LINTON DIARY
To guarantee entry into this diary please ensure that your

event is written into the diary in the Post Office.
Details of items in bold type may be found elsewhere in this edition.

You may also send an email with your event details to
diary@linton.info, or use the form on www.linton.info

WEEKLY
Junior badminton, 10am-12noon Sundays  SC
Adult tennis coaching, Sundays (call 07791 150141)  SC
Pilates, 10 and 11.15am Mondays  VH
Whist drive, 7.30pm Mondays  VH
Men’s all-age keep fit club, 8pm Mondays       SC
Ladies’ netball, 7-9pm Mondays       SC
WEA, 10am Tuesdays                VH
Linton Granta toddlers, 10am Tuesdays and Thursdays term time LVC
Hadstock toddler group, 2-3.30pm Tuesdays term time Hadstock VH
Ladies’ football, 7-8pm Tuesdays       LVC
Linton chess club, 7.30pm Tuesdays                                              CC
Tae Kwon Do, 6-8pm Tuesdays and Thursdays       SC
Ladies’ badminton, 8-10pm Tuesdays       SC
IT club, 7pm Tuesdays CC
Yoga, 7.30pm Tuesdays term time Hildersham VH
Yoga, 1-2.45pm Wednesdays term time VH
Bowling roll-ups, 2pm Wednesdays Pavilion
Linton radio race car club, 6-10pm Wednesdays  VH
Men’s keep fit club, 8pm Wednesdays                  SC
Linton theatre workshop, Wednesdays (call 892076)
Tots-in-tow, 10-11.30am Wednesdays term time  VH
Music Matters, 9.45am & 11am Thursdays                                    VH
LVC badminton club, 8-10pm Thursdays  SC
Carpet bowls, 7.30pm Thursdays  VH
Rhyme’n’rhythm tots music group, Fridays 10.30 & 1.30 term time     URC  hall
Junior basketball, 6-7pm Fridays  SC
Bridge club, 7pm Fridays  CC
Tap dancing, 7.15-8pm Fridays  VH
Granta badminton club, 8-10pm Fridays  SC
For Sports Centre courses please call 890248

JUNE
  2 Ceramic painting for all ages, 10am VH
  3 WI, 7.30pm VH
  4 Storytime  for under fives, 2.15pm Library
  4 Reading group, 8pm Dog & Duck
  5 Alzheimer’s research coffee morning, 10.30am 29 Hollybush Way
  5 Luncheon club, 12.15 The Crown
  5 Parish council meeting, 8pm CC
  6-8 St Mary’s flower festival St Mary’s
  7 Farmers’ market, 9.30am LVC
  7 80s disco Junior school
  8 Camera club, 9.30am Coles Lane car park
  9 Camera club 7.15pm CC
10 VIP group, 2pm Chalklands
12 Ace visit to Wisbech, 9.30am Dog & Duck
14 Dads and tots, 9.30am VH
14 Hadstock fête, 2pm Hadstock village green
14 Music society concert, 7.30pm LVC
15 Summer concert, 7.30pm Haverhill arts centre
18 CAMTAD hearing help, 9am-12noon HC
18 Storytime  for under fives, 2.15pm Library
19 Parish council meeting, 8pm CC
19 West Highland railway meeting, 8pmThe Pear Tree, Hildersham
20 Summer fair, 5pm Infant school
21 Save the Children garden party, 6pm Linton House
23 Linton trefoil guild, 7.45pm To be advised
26 Pudding party, 7pm Hildersham VH
29 Chestnut playgroup sports day, 11am CC

JULY
  1 WI, 7.30pm VH
  2 Storytime  for under fives, 2.15pm Library
  3 Parish council meeting, 8pm CC
  4 Reading group, 8pm Dog & Duck
  5 Luncheon club, 12.15 The Crown
  5-6 Open studio, 10am Windmill House, Long Lane
  5 Farmers’ market, 9.30am LVC

June 2008

Resolutions and line
dancing at the WI

J
USTIN PEARSON

Reliable, High Quality 

Painter & Decorator
for Interiors & Exteriors 

Free Estimates

Tel 01223 565310

Mobile 0775 2469130

Local Ironing 
Service

Reasonable rates:
Charged per kilo or more 

economical hourly rate -

You decide,

Free collection/delivery available
Call Carolyn on:

01223 891762
07961 919374

Fast friendly 
ironing service 
tailored to suit 

your needs.

Reliable Local

Builder
From
conversions to plastering,
renovations to tiling and 
decorating-

No job too small

Tel: 01223 290925
Mobile 07813 070369

YOLE FARM
BUTCHERS

*
35-37 High Street,
Balsham, Cambs.

Tel: 01223 893832

Family and
Catering Butcher

All produce where ever
possible is sourced from
our own or local farms

Benten & Co.
Chartered Certified Accountants

We are a friendly, well established firm, large enough to 

deal with most accountancy and taxation matters.

Please telephone for an initial consultation

(without obligation)

Abbey House, 51 High Street, Saffron Walden

Telephone 01799 523053

www.benten.co.uk

Watch batteries and straps fitted while you wait.

Jewellery repairs including sizing and polishing.

All repair work carried out on the premises by a 

professional with 40 years experience.

We stock a selection of:

Silver Jewellery • Photo Frames • 

Collectables • Toiletries • 

Greeting Cards • Gift Wrap

61 HIGH STREET, LINTON, CAMBRIDGE, CB21 4HS

TEL: 01223 894225

BED & BREAKFAST
Mrs Monica Clarkson

4 Harefield Rise, Linton
Tel: 01223 892988

Quiet modern bungalow
Families welcome 

No Smoking

Dear Editor,
I am writing about the pro-
posed wind farm. Until recently
I didn’t really have a strong
view; I felt maybe it was not a
great look for our beautiful vil-
lage. However, our children
are the future and we need to
look after their environment.

Unfortunately a week away
in Norfolk has changed my
mind. We stayed on the seafront
by a wind farm in the sea. We
found it extremely noisy day
and night (the wind farm is two
miles out to sea). The turbines
are visible from several miles
before you reach the sea front,
and ,quite honestly, they were
so much of a disruption that we
actually cut our week short and
returned back to a very quiet
and beautiful Linton after just
two very sleepless nights.

If we have a wind farm
within the village, not only will
it look extremely ugly from
miles away but it could be in-
credibly noisy. It’s a dull and
aching noise that is impossible

Dear Editor,
I cannot follow the logic in the Granta Ranta’s May contribution
about the A1307. Surely the reductio ad absurdum of this
argument is that we could do without a police force if we all
promised to be law abiding citizens!

He/she suggests that rather than spend more money on the
A1307, it only needs more efficient law-enforcement to curtail
the antics of a few dangerous drivers. Sadly, statistics tell us that
law breakers are persistent and repeat offenders, and even jail
sentences do not cure them of lethal driving habits.

What we need on the A1307 are safety measures which will
effectively protect legitimate and careful road users from the
reckless few; if they could be guaranteed to kill, maim or injure
only themselves, the Granta Ranta might have a point.
Judy Rossiter, Horn Lane

OUR president opened
the meeting with a wel-
come to Trysha Hunt, a

new member, and to three visi-
tors. Brenda read the corre-
spondence from the parish
council concerning a seat at the
Swan bus stop; it was agreed
that a further letter was required.

Our auditor had written to
thank us for his gift.

At the council meeting at
Comberton, 12 of our mem-
bers had a great evening listen-
ing to the speaker, James
Wight, the son of James
Herriot.  Next year’s speaker is
Miss Ann Widdecombe, MP.

Several members have at-
tended courses at Denman col-
lege in Oxfordshire and the
dates were given out for at-
tendance at future courses. It
was suggested that anyone
wishing to go to the college
who would like to join others
to share lifts and company
should make herself known to
a member of the committee.

Coffee mornings are to be
held at Margaret Clark’s home
on Tuesday 17th June, at June
Bunn’s home on Thursday 17th

July and at Cynthia Norris’s

Post and email addresses and deadline for letters are on Page 8 . Please
note: all letters for publication must be supplied with a full name and

address to enable us to check authenticity. Letters may be edited.
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Readers write ... Readers write

to move away from without
going many miles out of the
way. If people who believe this
is the way forward for Linton
have never seen/heard a wind
farm, I suggest they visit one,
stand several miles away from
it and ask the question “Is this
really what Linton needs?”

I am not against renewable
energy. I think it is fantastic,
however we need to place these
wind farms very carefully ie
out at sea, in deserted fields
and not near houses.

I truly believe that before
the people of Linton form a
strong opinion on this, they
need to view a working and
active wind farm first and not
make a judgment on pictures
and statistics.
Name and address
supplied.
We have made an exception
for this letter. Please note that
no more letters of any type will
be published on the wind farm
issue until there is a decision
at planning level.

home in August, date to be
arranged.

Elfrieda gave us a précis of
the resolution regarding the
inappropriate imprisonment of
the severely mentally ill.  This
resolution was carried unani-
mously. Ann King gave us a
précis of the second resolution
regarding a ban on bottom
trawling to protect marine life.
This resolution was carried by
a large majority.

Barbara Harris from
Sawston U3A then had all the
able bodied among us up and
line-dancing. This was great
fun for the dancers, who
achieved varying degrees of
success, and even more fun for
those watching.

Our next meeting will be on
Tuesday 3rd June when our
speaker will be Peter Jackson
from Scotsdales, who will give
us a talk on Colour in the gar-
den.

We meet on the first Tues-
day of the month at the village
hall and welcome anyone who
would like to come as a visitor
or, better still, come and join
the Women’s Institute.

Jean Champion 890121

Library times: Monday Closed; Tuesday 10.30am-1pm,
2pm-5pm; Wednesday 2pm-5pm, 6pm-8pm; Thursday
Closed; Friday 10.30am-1pm, 2pm-5pm, 6pm-8pm;
Saturday 10am-12noon.

Refuse collection: 9th, 23rd June and 7th July.
Recycling collection: 2nd,  16th and 30th June.

KEY: CC Cathodeon Centre, HC Health Centre, LVC Linton
Village College, SC Sports Centre, URC United Reform Church,
VH Village Hall.

Dear Editor,
I would just like to thank
everyone for their generos-
ity and support in helping
me to raise £1,800 for
Asthma UK by running the
2008 London Marathon.
The weather was perfect for
the race and the first three
hours were even quite
enjoyable, but after that it
was extremely hard work.

However, considering that
I could barely run a single
mile four months prior to the
big day, I am very pleased to

OUR THANKS

Now I can now hang up my trainers

report that I completed the
26.2 miles in three hours 57
minutes. If you would still
like to give please go to:
w w w . j u s t g i v i n g . c o m /
glenncoombe

Glenn Coombe

Picture by Clifford Hoy

Marathon man Glenn ❉  Experienced & Qualified caring staff

❉  OFSTED Registered & Inspected

❉  Member of NCMA

3 months - 8 yrs

Mon - Fri am/pm or all day sessions

Emergency or Overnight care

Short term drop in service

(subject to availability)

Tel: 01223 894464

WORKING at home?  New this month are a Tiny computer
with 17in monitor, Epson colour printer/scanner, two speak-
ers and keyboard, a Samsung fax machine/photocopier and a
black leather-look office swivel chair.

The Dell computer monitor (16in screen), Royal Worces-
ter Evesham utensil pot and the shopper bike – no street cred
but nippy – are still available.

The wood turning lathe, sack barrow and golf trolley (items
donated to the jumble sale) plus the external door raised £75
for the Guides.

To buy any of the above or to offer an item to profit a
charity, please contact me.

 Kate France 891602 or email
katefrance@linton48.freeserve.co.uk

Too good for jumble …
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CHIMNEY
SWEEP

J. L. WIGHT
Guild of Master
Sweeps.

Fully Insured

Qualified advice / 
problems solved.

Certificates issued.

01954 782284
20 Rampton Drift, Longstanton

KJL Roofing
All roofing repairs,

leadwork, renewal of

pitched or flat roofs

New guttering,

repairs/unblocking

Free estimates before any

work commenced

25 years + Experience

Tel: 01223 892542
Mob: 07958 618440

Les Westlake
Mobile: 07929 501101

Tel: 01223 892866
leswestlake@aol.com

Quality Painting
and

Decorating Service

HOUSE
GARDEN

MAINTENANCE

&

Cambridge 892263

16 BACK ROAD, LINTON

DOE, ADI and MIAM

☎

Monday 8:30am - 6pm
Tuesday 8:30am - 6pm
Wednesday 9:00am - 8pm
Thursday 8:30am - 8pm
Friday 8:30am - 6pm
Saturday 8:00am - 3pm

Wednesday - Thursday

Special rates for senior citizens Monday to Friday

Fully air conditioned

Nina, Jo, Kerry and Claire welcome you to

THE annual cheese-rolling
competition, open to all, takes
place every early May bank
holiday in Stilton, north
Cambs, but I was surprised to
discover that the ‘cheeses’ are
really chunks of telegraph
pole!

These are artfully painted
to simulate the rind, and
teams of four, who each must
touch the cheese on the jour-
ney, race to hit the finishing
boards in the arena. This end
of the main street is closed to
cars on the day and there is
plenty of room for the good-
humoured crowds to watch
and cheer their favourites.

At the end of each race, the
MC, Warwick Davis (Profes-
sor Flitwick in the Harry Pot-
ter films) called out to the
losers, as you would expect,
“hard cheese”.

For the grand final, the
winning ladies’ team races
against the winning men who
are handicapped by having to
roll their cheese uphill. The
men still won though, and this
year they were newcomers
who ousted the local champs.

The races were preceded
by Molly dancing, traditional
Fenland dances which have
similarities to country, Mor-
ris and Scottish dance. The
costumes and hats worn by
the men and women are of
gaudily patterned black and
white materials which, with

A grand day out
A visit to Stilton for the annual cheese-rolling

competition

the white-painted faces, make
the dancers look like Goths.

There were plenty of other
attractions for all ages, stalls
offering a variety of wares
and a splendid ploughman’s
lunch served in the village
hall. Best to get there early as
the smallish hall soon filled
up, but there is a good selec-
tion of other food at stalls in
the main street and at Browns,
a classy delicatessen and cof-
fee shop.

Parking is along the ap-
proach road to the village off
the A1, and in side streets, so
again an early arrival will en-
sure a place close to the action
which starts about 10.30am.

It was a very hot day this
year, so when we needed
some shade we walked to the
church and found a sheltered
seat in the graveyard. The
other half fell asleep while I
cooled off and enjoyed the
temporary quiet – no racing
about there!

After admiring some im-
pressive ironwork supporting
signs at Browns and The Bell
Inn, we headed for the car –
amazingly the A14 wasn’t
jammed and we were home in
less than an hour.

Next year will be the 50th

cheese-rolling event, so I
guess that will be an extra
special occasion if you’re
looking for a fun day out.

LNT

The Stilton Cheese: one of several pubs in the village
Picture: local postcard

AT  the age of 86, after being
ill for some time, Claude
Perry, our celebrated local
magician, has died.

For  more than 60 years
Claude mystified and sur-
prised children and adults
with his range of tricks. We
marked his retirement from
a life of magic in an article in
the Linton News of March

THE fifth annual Bartlow Three Counties charity walk took
place on Sunday 4th May. It was a beautiful day for a long walk –
warm and sunny but more temperate than the following days –
and the 600 people who participated that day certainly appreci-
ated that.
  This biggest-ever event – 75% up on 2007 in terms of participa-
tion – featured the signature Three Counties Walk, a 13.5 mile
loop from Bartlow through Shudy Camps and Castle Camps to
the point where Cambridgeshire, Suffolk and Essex meet, then
back to Bartlow via Camps End and Ashdon windmill. In
addition, the popular nine mile family-friendly route shared the
start and finish of the main walk and, for the very young, the two
mile junior nature trail, first introduced last year, was again
popular.
   These mainly off-road routes combine public footpaths with
private lanes and tracks, for which the permission of local
landowners has been sought and given, so the event is a unique
opportunity to enjoy some of the most beautiful areas of our local
countryside at a time when it is looking its best.
    Finally, this year to great  acclaim, a ‘fun run’ was  inaugurated
alongside the walk; the 30 runners requested that it be repeated.
   The event has consistently been acclaimed by participants for its
combination of a safe, healthy, family day out in the country and
the privileged access its once-a-year route represents – and dog-
lovers have always appreciated its dog-friendly approach – but it
is also a fund raiser for both local and regional causes. Sharing
equally the estimated £12,000 funds raised are an Addenbrooke’s
Hospital cause, the Linton health centre, so important to the
community of villages in South Cambs, and Bartlow church
restoration fund which supports Bartlow’s historic church.
   Major sponsors this year were Marshall Land Rover and the
Giulio Designer Stores. Some 40 other companies provided cash
or kind in support of the event and its objectives.
    Mary Archer has cut the starting tape at every one of our five
walks, and local organisations, ranging from the Linton Air
Cadet Squadron to the Red Cross as well as Barnardiston School,
Addenbrooke’s Charitable Trust and sterling work by the good
causes themselves, also play a major role in helping this small
village event grow and serve the community. For more informa-
tion, visit www.eastspace.net/bartlow.

Graham Howat, walk organiser

Goodbye to a well-loved
man of magic

Fun and games at

Hadstock fête

Tired limbs and blisters
for worthwhile causes

Picture submitted by Graham Howat

Lady Archer cutting the tape to start the  race

Looking for a bargain at last year’s event
Picture submitted by Richard Partridge

Claude, as he appeared in
an earlier issue

2006. His rabbit Peter’s life
had already ended a while
ago, after Claude went into a
care home where he was very
happy, but he died on
23rd April.

He had requested a quiet
funeral, which took place on
8th May at the crematorium
attended by friends and rela-
tives.

LNT

THERE is a general air of ex-
citement in Hadstock at present
as villagers gear up for one of
the highlights of the calendar,
the village fête at 2pm on Sat-
urday 14th June. As usual it
will take place in the beautiful
setting of the village green and
the surrounding area.

This popular event, which
has its origins in a Saxon horse
fair and which last year raised
an astonishing £6,000 for the
church and village hall, prom-
ises to be a great day out for all
the family.

This year there will be an
emphasis on traditional fair-
ground attractions, including
two vintage mechanical or-
gans, tombola, hoopla and a
shooting gallery, as well as
food, bric-a-brac and craft
stalls, and games on the field.

The Hadstock Silver Band
will perform during the after-
noon.

Among the attractions for
children will be the chance to

get up close to some real farm
animals, brought along by the
Saffron Walden Farm Club.

One of the most popular
events is always the auction on
the green. This year’s top lots
include pairs of tickets to con-
certs by ex-Beach Boy Brian
Wilson and rock legends Sta-
tus Quo, and Saffron Walden
star singer Joanna Eden will
auction herself. She will give a
private concert at the home of
the highest bidder.

Fête chairman Jamie Spen-
cer will accept sealed bids in
advance for any of these lots.
He would also like to hear from
anyone who would like to do-
nate lots for the auction or items
for the bric-a-brac stall, and
also from any tug-o’-war teams
who think they’ve got what it
takes to challenge the King’s
Head pub’s own team.
Please email Jamie at
jamie@hadstockmag.co.uk or
call him on 890186.

Richard Partridge

BALSHAM will be holding a village yard sale on the
weekend of 7th-8th June when people will be showing off
their  wares in car ports, garages and gardens. Look out
for the red balloons that indicate participating homes.
Go and have a look round and pick up a bargain.

Sarah Bunn

Look out for the red balloons
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Made to Measure

BLINDS
* Verticals * Roman *Roller *Pleated

* Venetian *Wooden
CALL NOW FOR

free quotation - free measuring - free fitting
All in the comfort of your own home - we visit you

All Blinds are fully guaranteed Quality assured

Tel: 01223 894020
or email the.blindman@talk21.com

NEIL

CLAXTON

Painter and Decorator
Interior & Exterior

25 years experience
Free Estimates

Tel: 01223 893487

Mobile: 07724 073045

ACE HOUSE 

CLEARANCE

& REMOVALS

t Polite and Professional Service
t UK Removals
t Family Run Business
t Full & Part Clearance
t No Job too Big or Small
t Available 7 days a Week
t We Won’t be Beaten On Price!!

Telephone ANYTIME:   
   01799 584644
Mob: 07787867920
E-mail: acehousehold@hotmail.com

GLENWOOD
BOLTS & SCREWS LTD

SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY 

FASTENERS, FIXINGS & 

SILVERLINE TOOLS

Unit 2 Lintech Court

The Grip Industrial Estate, Linton 

Cambridge, CB21 4XN

Tel: 01223 892095 / 893931

Fax: 01223 894122

White Chimneys
Garden  Design

Garden designs, Planting plans,

Consultation packages or just

some helpful advice.

A local business offering a

flexible service.

Judith Rawlinson
BSc DipGD(InstGD)

Tel: 01223 897825
Email:Judithr2011@aol.com

AN equilateral triangle with vertices x, y and z has a point p
outside the triangle such that the distance from the vertices
are 30, 20 and 10 metres respectively. Determine the perim-
eter of the triangle. (Answer to the nearest cm). It is advis-
able not to use geometry for the accuracy required.

Solution  to No 40 – How many rectangles?
The number of rectangular grids that can be derived from
a 3 x 3 grid is 144.

Urania

Triangular perimeter?

POT POURRI (41)

WIN a ride in a red Ferrari –
that’s just one of the attractions
at this year’s fête and flower
festival from 6th-8th June.

The church will be open
during the day on Friday and
Saturday and most of Sunday
to view the floral arrange-
ments, which this year will be
on the theme Love thy neigh-
bour.

 Other festivities will get
under way with the traditional
barn dance and barbecue on
Friday evening (tickets
891754). Refreshments will be
available on Friday afternoon
in the pavilion behind the
church.

On Saturday, the infant
school will be a hive of activity
from 10am with numerous
craft and plant stalls, LVC
mini-enterprise stalls, free
children’s games in the play-
ground and of course the
Ferrari ‘guess the mileage’
competition.

From 11am, the field events

will feature a bouncy castle,
miniature train rides, a pet dog
show (11.30) and five-a-side
football tournament (1-3pm).
Linton Jazz will provide a mu-
sical backdrop for the after-
noon and at 3pm any teddy
bears brave enough will para-

chute from the church tower.
On Saturday and Sunday

there will be a restaurant at the
infant school, plus a barbecue
and beer tent while the field
events are in full swing. New
this year will be an exhibition
on Saturday of photographs on

a floral theme, mounted in the
pavilion by Linton Camera
club.

The evening’s entertain-
ment will be Friends and
Neighbours, a miscellany of
words and music for a summer
evening presented by Margaret
Clark and Jeanne Boutal-
Chapman in the church at
7.30pm.

On Sunday at 3pm, the LVC
Pop Choir and Ladies’ Har-
mony Choir will perform in
the church. Guided tours of the
church tower will be available
from 1.30pm.

The weekend will draw to a
close with a duck race on the
Granta at 4pm and an ecumeni-
cal festival service in the
church at 6pm.

All in all, a great weekend
with something for all the fam-
ily. For the complete pro-
gramme of events, see the flier
enclosed with this issue of the
Linton News.

Andrew King 897832

Flower festival, fête and a Ferrari

LINTON silversmith and
jeweller Tereza Votre is tak-
ing part in the Open Studios
scheme this summer and dur-
ing July will be opening her
workshop at Windmill
House, Long Lane, Linton
from 10am-5pm on the fol-
lowing Saturdays and Sun-
days: 5th-6th, 12th-13th and
19th-20th.

Tereza is a member of the
British Jewellers Association
and has been designing and
creating silverware, as well
as jewellery, for a wide range
of clients since 1998.

LNT

POSTCARDS (new or used
but with the stamp on) are
urgently needed. The Sudan
Church Association raises a
great deal of money selling
postcards at postcard fairs,
but more stock is urgently
required.

Every single card is
worth money, so please can
you help? If so, you can
deliver them to Susan
Anderson, 3 Mill Lane (box
at front door) or Ann King,
12 Palmers Close.

For further information
please ring me.
Joanna Sanders 893063

THERE is now a new fitness class for ladies only in the
Linton sports centre gym with an instructor from 10.30-
11.30am on Mondays . Its aim is to promote improved fitness
and to aid weight loss – ideal for mums and those who wish
to become more active.

The Granta pool summer programme is now also available,
so make sure you book your place for the following classes:

Monday – parent and baby;
Monday – parent and child;
Monday and Wednesday – beginners;
Wednesday – over 50s aquamobility.
All the classes start on 23rd July and run for six weeks.
For more information on any of the above or to book your

place, please contact Claire or Mark at the Linton commu-
nity sports centre on 890248.

    Vicky Green

Open studio
at Tereza’s

Please donate
old postcards

Sign up at the sports centre

to get fit and lose weight

Radio star to open village fair

Have some fun in the 80s

A book challenge for children

Summer wedding with flowers

Join our concert of choruses

HILDERSHAM village fête at the recreation ground
from 2pm onwards on Sunday 13th July, will be opened
by Andi Harper from Radio Cambridgeshire, who
taught many of the local children when he was a teacher
at Abington primary school. There will be a bouncy
castle, tombola, face-painting, duck racing and lots
more. If you can help please contact me.

 Andrew Westwood-Bate 892430

HAVERHILL Choral Society would like to invite you
to their summer concert entitled Music for a Sum-
mer’s Evening. This will be held at the Haverhill Arts
Centre at 7.30pm on Sunday 15th June.

The programme is varied and will include cho-
ruses such as the Merry Widow Waltz, Lennon and
Macartney’s Here, There and Everywhere and
Skimbleshanks from Cats, as well as pieces by Gilbert
& Sullivan and Vaughan Williams.

Tickets (£6) are available from the Arts Centre
box office or on the door. For further details, please
contact Roma Holmes on 01440 705692.

Brian Gilman

THE Cambridge Flower Club is holding a demonstration
by David Wright entitled Summer Wedding on Thurs-
day 19th June at Whittlesford Memorial Hall. For more
details, please phone me.

 Vivienne 843030

THE Summer Reading Challenge is the UK’s biggest
reading initiative and annually reaches more than
650,000 children. It involves children signing up for the
Team Read challenge at their local library and reading
up to six books over the holidays.

Those who read at least six books will receive a certifi-
cate and medal at special presentation ceremonies. Please
call in to your local library for further details. Enrolment
begins on Saturday 19th July.

FRIENDS of Linton Heights are holding an 80s Disco
from 8 pm to midnight on Saturday 7th June. There will
be a bar and the event is open to adults only. For that
added bit of fun, why not come dressed in an 80s outfit.
To order your ticket (£5 which must be bought in
advance) please call Ruth on 890097.  Funds raised will
go towards school equipment.

Vicky Lindsell

Times past: some of the flowers on display last year

NEWS IN BRIEF

Russells Estate Agents

Sales & Lettings

properties required in

LINTON.
Call Glenn Coombe

at the Sawston Office on

01223 493420

Sold

russells.co.ukEmail us at
Sawston@russellres.co.uk
Website: www.russellres.co.uk

‘We Let Our Boards Speak For Themselves’
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MALLYON & DONALDSON
Linton

Specialising in both Modern and

Traditional building methods.

Tel: 01223 891267

Mob: 07941 220868

All contracts finished to a high standard.

Reliable service. Local references available.

Students

20% off

Special Kids

Prices

THE

ROOM

37 Bartlow Road, Linton
Tel: Pippa (01223) 890890

OPENING TIMES
Mon Closed

Tues 9-5 pm

Wed 9-7 pm

Thurs 9-7 pm

Fri 9-5 pm

Sat 9-3 pm

Senior Citizens
Tuesday & Wednesday

Late opening until 7 pm on
Wednesday & Thursday

Linton Community Sports Centre
- FITNESS SUITE -

PERSONAL TRAINING // HOLISTIC THERAPY

– TENNIS & NETBALL COURTS –
- FLOODLIT ‘3G’ ALL WEATHER FOOTBALL PITCH

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES
RANGE OF TERM, HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES & PARTIES

  01223 890248
Check out the latest info at: -

MUSIC

MATTERS

Fun music
classes for 18

months to 4yrs

Linton Village Hall

Thursday Mornings

For more information

tel: Emma 01223 893140

BED  and BREAKFAST
ANN & GEORGE PEAKE

Linton Heights
36 Wheatsheaf Way, Linton

Tel: (01223) 892516
Comfortable & friendly

Builder
Home Improvements.
Decorators
Plasterers

Call Charlie
Tel/Fax
01799 513413
mobile:
07721 372642

LINTON Camera Club had its
busiest monthly meeting in
May with the first use of a new
digital projection screen, a talk
on creating meaning and im-
pact in photographs, an auc-
tion of unwanted equipment
and the showing of members’
photographs.

The new screen, installed in
the large room at the
Cathodeon centre, was a real
treat for members with both
the projected size and the defi-
nition of photographs en-
hanced.

Its provision was thanks to a
grant from Linton parish coun-
cil and kind permission of the
Cathodeon centre trustees. The
club is most grateful to all in-
volved and hopes other users
of the centre will also make use
of this excellent facility.

In this age of the digital cam-
era, there have never been more
photographs taken ... but how
do we make sure that those
special – and even ‘everyday’
– pictures have meaning and
impact?

John Keeble gave an illus-
trated talk on this subject,
drawing on theories of how we
understand (and therefore can
create) meaning, showing his
20 favourite techniques.

Ron Pitkin turned auction-
eer for the sale of equipment,
benefiting the owner who

wanted to dispose of it to peo-
ple who would appreciate it
and greatly helping those who
needed it to build up their own
range of kit. Tripods, lenses,
film cameras, lighting equip-
ment, filters ... it all came un-
der the auctioneer’s meta-
phorical hammer.

The club’s photographic
outing for May was the Luton
International Carnival – too late
in the month to catch the Lin-
ton News deadline – and June’s
programme sees the monthly
club night being held on Mon-
day 9th June at the Cathodeon
centre, with Ron Pitkin return-
ing to centre stage with a talk
on Humour and Photography,
plus the showing of members’
funniest pictures. The photo
outing will be to Wimpole Hall
at 9.30am on Sunday 8th June,
meeting at Coles Lane car park.

For further information,
please visit our website at
www.lintoncameraclub.org.uk
or telephone Roger Lapwood
on 891104 or Tracey Wilson
on 891988.

You can also meet camera
club members at the IT club at
the village library on Tuesday
evenings from 7pm-9pm.
Everyone is welcome, from
‘how do you switch this thing
on’ beginners to experienced
photographers.

John Keeble

LINTON Granta playgroup has
been enjoying the spring
weather with a great first half
of the summer term.

The highlight for us grown-
ups has been the Ofsted in-
spection, which was recently
reported, and we are very proud
to say the outcome was a re-
sounding ‘good’ on all sec-
tions.

The Ofsted inspector said:
“All children relish their time
in the stimulating and well-
resourced environment.”

Over the past nine months,
the playgroup practitioners and
committee have worked so
very hard to turn around the
playgroup from an ‘inad-
equate’ report in July last year
to a very positive ‘good’, so a
big thank you to all for their
efforts.

All the staff clearly enjoy
going to play group which was
highlighted in the report. The
Ofsted inspector said: “Chil-
dren’s experiences are en-
hanced by the skilful interac-
tion of practitioners, who
clearly enjoy working with

them and use their good under-
standing of child development
to support children’s learning.”
We as a committee are very
proud to have such a great team
working/playing with our chil-
dren.

The highlights for the chil-
dren have been a sponsored
knights and princesses parade,
and a walk in aid of the play-
group. Lots of fun was had
especially as the children
dressed up.

Our farm trip went ahead at
last with a lovely walk up to
Little Linton, picking up treas-
ures on the way. We also had a
great week at the Bookfest in
the village with lots of stories
and dressing up as our favour-
ite nursery rhyme characters.

Many thanks to the organis-
ers of the Bookfest for includ-
ing Granta playgroup in the
activities. We are already look-

ing forward to the rest of the
summer term with plans for the
flower festival and our end of
term party. Let’s hope the sun
keeps shining!

 For all of those with tod-
dlers, please don’t forget that
our groups run on Tuesday and
Thursday from 10-11.30am at
the playgroup portacabin on the
Linton village college site. For
more information, please con-
tact our chairman Kate Kell on
894970.

Ruth Tysoe

Granta playgroup’s hard work
takes it from ‘inadequate’ to ‘good’

The meaning of
photographs ...

A NEW charity, the Beacon
Community Trust, had its
launch on Sunday 27th April at
the village hall.  It was well
attended by more than 140 peo-
ple, many of whom have been
involved with the Linton
Churches Together youth
project.

The original idea for a Chris-
tian youth worker to work
among the three churches of
Linton came from Rev Alex
Jacobs and Rev Mark Mills-
Powell.

Youth leader Louise Rose
and her husband Adrian have
founded the work and seen
huge growth in young people
seeking the Christian message,
becoming Christians and en-
couraging others in the faith.

The vision for the Beacon
Trust is to maintain the success
of the youth work and to ex-
pand into the surrounding com-
munity, responding to the
needs and wants of the com-
munity.

The commissioning service
was opened in prayer by Rev
John Hardaker, of the United
Reformed church, and a pres-
entation of past and present
work was delivered by trust
director Sharon Whittle.

Testimonies were given by
the young people who have
benefited from the work and
parents who had witnessed
their children’s benefits.

If you want further informa-
tion on the Beacon Commu-
nity Trust, send an email to
contact@beacontrust.org,
write to PO Box 1129, Cam-
bridge CB21 4ND, or see
www.beacontrust.org

Julia Burdett 893307

Beacon
shines the
way ahead

Creating impact: John Keeble’s photo Contradiction

Creating meaning: this picture by Jim Cracknell is entitled Action

TEL: 890433 Mob: 0777 375 8355

*Carpet Cleaning *Rugs *Stain Removal

*Car Valeting *Caravans *Motor Homes

*Upholstery Cleaning *Stain Protection

*Floor Cleaning / Scrubbing / Sealing / Polishing

*Pressure Washing of Patios Paths & Driveways

*Domestic Cleaning * Top Ups & One Off Cleaning

*Gutter / Fascia Cleaning

*Contract Office Cleaning (Flexible Options)

74 Bartlow Rd, Linton, Cambridge, CB21 4LY

ProClean
‘Your Complete Cleaning Solution’‘Your Complete Cleaning Solution’‘Your Complete Cleaning Solution’‘Your Complete Cleaning Solution’‘Your Complete Cleaning Solution’
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Friendship flourishes amid the flowers

Reg No. 34107

PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER - Estd. 1966
All aspects of Central Heating and Plumbing

Boiler Service & Maintenance

Bathroom Suites & Power Showers

Kitchen Installations - Tap Washers

Telephone 01223 892311

Mobile 07885 068047

L.B. CABSL.B. CABS
LINTONLINTON

PHONE LINTON 

01223 892986

For all your long and 
short taxi trips

Airports

Courier Service 
available

A & R
PLASTERING

All aspects of plastering 

undertaken:

   Plasterboarding

      Rendering

        No job too small

19 years experience

Free estimates

Linton based:     Mobile:
01223 890228    0774 8627920

HOME SELECTION

FREE MEASURING & 

ESTIMATING

All types of flooring 
available

Tel: 01223 893634

Mobile: 07885 173113

NRS CARPETS Roses
Beauty Salon
W E S T  W R AT T I N G

Facials,  Electrolysis,  

Waxing, Manicures,  

Pedicures,  Massage, 

Eyelash Tint ,  Ear Piercing 

& Sun Bed. 

Mobi le service avai lable

Tel Carol

01223 290450

or 07796 333351

Rene Guinot  Agent

 Opportunity awaits

We provide a professional and friendly recruitment

service to Haverhill and the surrounding villages. If you

are looking for short term temporary work or if you

are looking for the next step on your career ladder

then call us today or email your CV to:

jobs@cremrecruitment.co.uk

www.cremrecruitment.co.uk

Contact Colin Saunders or Tom McKenzie

on: 01440 708833

⇒ Industrial

⇒ Administration

⇒ Secretarial

⇒ Accounts

⇒ Sales

⇒ Customer Service

⇒ Engineering

SMALL-sided football is set
to return to Cambridgeshire
after it was announced that the
popular six-a-side football
league is to be re-launched.

The Linton Community
Complex will play host to a
league on Sunday afternoons
from 3-5pm, and Leisure
Leagues will be taking care of
the running of the league.

Leisure Leagues’ Senior
Manager Chris Rowntree said:
“The league in Cambridge was
one of our most popular
leagues, and we are extremely
excited about bringing the ac-
tion back to the area”.

Teams should not worry if
they haven’t played in a league
before as all the organisation is
taken care of and fully quali-
fied referees and equipment are
all provided.

“We aim to provide our
teams with the best service
possible, so new teams signing
up to the league will receive
free entry to the league and a
free team kit,” Chris added.

“There has been a lot of in-
terest already for the new league
and I would urge any teams
who are thinking of  entering to
do so as soon as possible as
places will be very limited.”

As well as the free entry and
kit, all matches are refereed by
a UKIFF qualified official and
all equipment will be provided.

Leisure Leagues is commit-
ted to investing all its profits
into charities and environmen-
tally sustainable projects, a fact
that chief executive David
Leone is proud of.

Mr Leone said: “We are
proud of our role within the

community. It is very impor-
tant that local people enjoy the
games with us. We see it as key
that we give something back to
the areas where our leagues
take place.”

Anyone who wants to regis-
ter a team for the league in
Linton – or wants more infor-
mation on any other leagues –
can call 0845 230 2340 or reg-
ister online at our website
www.leisureleagues.net

UKIFF – an organisation
Leisure Leagues is affiliated to
– is looking for referees in the
area and anyone interested
should call Leisure Leagues on
the above number or visit
www.ukiff.com for more in-
formation.

Adam Matthews, Leisure
Leagues media manager

0870 6200 645

Six-a-side league to be relaunched

THERE was a balmy air to
the evening. At last, Lin-

ton languished in the sunlight
it so richly deserves. Never
before could I recall such a
burst of growth. It took just
four days for the wintry brown
and grey landscape around our
pleasant English village to
transform into a rich carpet of
green and yellow. This super-
charged cell multiplication
continues, according to some
gardeners, at a curious and un-
precedented rate. Suddenly,
driving visibility is reduced as
nature wraps its lace of cow
parsley around our country
roads.

A jackdaw came to rest upon
the rooftop and another landed
beside her. I’d know Jack any-
where, with his odd white
feathers, but what was this? He
danced, sang and courted a
partner, and both flew high,
wheeling and turning in the
sky, as if gravity did not exist.

I tried it myself once when I
was small, leaping off the six-
foot rain butt and landing with
my knees perfectly fitting into
my eye sockets. The prize for
that little trick was temporary
blinding and a couple of black
eyes. I’ve not flown under my
own power since, and although

I’m not afraid of flying higher
than the jackdaws, I am of hit-
ting the ground at speed.

A few moments later a col-
lared dove appeared on the
lower rooftop. My goodness!

It was
Homer,

the

dove I hand-reared earlier this
year.

 I called out and just to prove
to my son it was indeed he,
Homer shook his right wing.
There he perched with his still
ragged tail and behold, another
of his kind arrived gracefully
beside him. It must be the sea-
son of renewed friendships.

A brief walk around our vil-
lage would convince the most

hardened sit-at-home video
game playing addict that we
actually live within a gallery of
beautiful wild flowers. What
inspiration nestles within their
beauty? I hope I have taught
my children to tread carefully
and treat them not as some-
thing alien, but as the very thing
that supports all life.

This year, we have been
blessed with an abundance of
cowslips. These were once
known as cu-sloppe and with
their blooms hanging like a
bunch of golden keys were
thought to unlock hidden treas-
ures, keep away demons and
the juice helped cows give a
good yield of milk.

Under the Countryside Act
of 1981 everything in schedule
eight from adders tongue and
bluebells to greater yellow rat-
tle is protected. The reasoning
behind this is that by picking
the flower the seedpod cannot
develop and disperse.

The long list of plants that it
is now illegal to pick seems
rather harsh. However, by leav-
ing them to flourish we are not
denying the next passer-by the
enjoyment of seeing them in
their natural habitat. As with
Jack and Homer, I hope to see
their offspring next year.

APART from being a place
to witness the sporting ex-
cellence of Linton’s cricket
and football teams, the rec-
reation ground is also a par-
ticularly fine spot to see
some wildlife not necessar-
ily associated with the cen-
tre of the village.

In early May, a king-
fisher could be seen on sev-
eral occasions during a 30
minute period darting up
and down the River Granta.
The distinctive blue flash
gave its presence away, but
those lucky enough to see it
perch could also admire the
bright orange breast. King-
fishers currently have an
‘amber status’ meaning
they are in decline, so it is
heartening to know they
still live happily here.

Perhaps less welcome is
the ‘signal’ crayfish, intro-
duced in the 1970s to UK
rivers. They are known to
move about happily out of
the water and are quite ca-
pable of removing the na-
tive species, particularly as
they carry a fungal disease.

Another invader seen re-
cently is the muntjac deer.
These animals, according to
the British Deer Associa-
tion, were introduced to
Woburn Park from China
at the beginning of the last
century. Although they
have been seen having a lit-
tle nibble on saplings, they
also feed on ivy and bram-
ble – so they can be both a
friend and foe in your gar-
den.

Many people will have
noticed all the ducklings
bobbing along our river like
out-of-control dodgems.
But have you seen the goose
(or is it a gander?) that is
acting as guardian to some
of them? It very proudly
swims with them, keeping
them safe from the slightly
older, more boisterous
ones.

Next time you are sitting
by the square leg bound-
ary, take a look around you
at nature going about its
business – but keep an eye
on the ball too!

LNT

ST GEORGE”S Day did not pass without celebration by the
ACEs, but even we were a day late! For our April meeting we had
a ploughman’s lunch and a quiz with an English theme. The
tablecloths were St George’s banners, and flags were flown. The
ham, cheese and most of the raffle prizes were English, too.

Cynthia Norris compiled the questions, and we had great fun
deliberating over the answers. Our visiting Ofsted Inspector let
us get away with conferring, as this was done for fun not glory.
Then we had a picture round of famous English people, where the
compiler’s sense of who was famous (or even English) was rather
debatable … Garth Collard set a round of questions on Linton.
This round again elicited many comments, quips and correc-
tions; the scoring system went completely haywire – so we all
won!

We would like to thank Linton parish council for its continu-
ing support. ACEs came into being to provide social activities for
the older members of the village – it is not a club, all are welcome.
It is an adjunct to the Mobile Warden Scheme set up through
LPC, which helps fund a professional carer to support around 25
older people to continue living independently in their own
homes. Our Trustees report is part of the Annual Parish Meeting
report, if you want to know more about our work.

The next event is a coach trip on 12th June to Wisbech, leaving
the Dog and Duck at 9.30am, picking up at Chalklands, Crabtree
Croft and Back Road. If you want to tour the Brewery, let us
know when you book. Call Sue on 891001 or Enid on 891069.
Transport to pick-up points is available.

Enid Bald 891069

ACEs celebrate for
England, St George

and the parish council

Just sit
and wait..
Observations by one of the
Linton News team members.

The air ambulance drops in

The air ambulance lands on Copperfields green

Picture by John Keeble

THE East Anglian air ambulance landed on Copperfields
green recently, in order to transport a patient to
Addenbrooke’s. In the event, the patient was taken by road
ambulance. While here the ambulance crew did a very good
PR job chatting with the local people and having photos taken
with children.

At the time of going to press, we were unable to find out more
about the accident but we hope the patient was not too badly
hurt.

LNT

Election results
THE result of the local district council election was as
follows:

John Batchelor (Liberal Democrat)   939
Roger Hickford (Conservative)          672
More than 45% of the electorate voted.



 ITEMS FOR ADVERTISING MANAGER
Our waiting list for adverts is

currently closed
Our advertising Manager is Judith Rouse

email: adds@linton.info

Telephone or text 07749 198977

ITEMS FOR THE EDITOR

Can be put in the

Linton News Box in the Post Office

Editor: Wendy Foster

 email: lneditor@linton.info

or phone 891626

THE LINTON N E W SN E W S
Next Publication Date 7th July 2008

DEADLINES for

ADVERTS Monday 16th June

NEWS ITEMS Friday 20th June

For distribution queries please contact:
Kate France 891602

CB21 4XN
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PLANNING APPLICATIONS

S/0658/08/F Mrs AM Stansall, 101 High Street, Linton.
Extension.

S/0668/08/F Mr N Reed & Mrs K Smith, 13 Chalklands,
Linton. Extension.

S/0678/08/LB Dr RAJ Wadhwani, 108 High Street, Linton.
Internal alterations – removal of wall to create doorway
in room 3, block hearth, l infill hatch and install
partitions in room 4 and adjacent filing room. Install
rooflight in room 1. Construct single storey extension
for sterilisation room and room 2 with lantern rooflight,
and glazed corridor to new glazed waiting area. Convert
first floor filing room to staffroom, former staffroom to
office and install partition in store.

S/0727/08/F Mr & Mrs G Potter, 48 Balsham Road, Linton.
Extensions and erection of conservatory.

The Derbyshire
Post

The Way We Were
by Garth Collard

A.J. COPELAND & CO.
Chartered Accountants, Linton

Audit, Accountancy, Tax and Consultancy Services

for Business and Individuals

Computerised Self Assessment Tax Return Service

For FREE initial consultation phone 

01799 506602 

B
L

J
CONTRACTS

ALL TILING WORK UNDERTAKEN

TERRACOTTA,

CERAMIC, MARBLE,

QUARRY TILES

NO JOB TOO SMALL

ESTIMATES FREE

Tel: 01223 891372

AJB
Fencing
All types of domestic

fencing - decking

paving - landscaping

Garden services
01223 894795

07813 070542
www.ajbfencing.co.uk
Portfolio Available

SPRINGFIELD HOUSE

14/16 Horn Lane, Linton

BREAKFAST

Tel 01223 891383

Regency house near Church,
River views from bedrooms &
guest lounge.

BED &

WHEN Eric Cantona used his famously enigmatic analogy
of seagulls and fishing trawlers when speaking of the

British press and newsworthy footballers, he might just as well
have been talking about the relationship between archaeologists
(the seagulls) and the construction team (the fishing trawlers) at
Linton Village College.

Our phase 1 building was due to begin, following previous
delays, on 1st April. This proved to be the April fool’s joke that
we all expected, when a team of county archaeologists arrived on
the school site and began to dig. What followed was something
of a digging frenzy and almost daily we were entertained with
news of significant finds. First there was Roman pottery and
animal bones, signalling a Roman farmstead. Then an Iron Age
settlement was discovered. Then they found the graves; at first a
Roman woman with no skull appeared, then a pit containing three
Roman skeletons, possibly a young family, and then the very
well-preserved skeleton of an adult male with his head and teeth
still intact. We watched in fascination.

The staff and some accompanied groups of children were able
to walk on to the site and see the gruesome finds close up, while
other children pressed their faces up to the perimeter fence and
watched from a distance. Further digging and the use of metal
detectors unearthed Roman coins and draughts pieces. The
digging caught the imagination of all; I came home to find my
own children playing with a cheap metal detector in the garden
and bringing all kinds of rusty metal into the house.

There have been two previous archaeological finds at the
college. In 1936, a burial site was discovered when they built
what is now the caretaker’s house and then again in 2004 when
the Granta school was first constructed, but this is the biggest
excavated hoard yet. What is almost certain is that more will
follow. As the Vic Hallam building is demolished (hooray) in the
next few months, the archaeologists will follow the construction
team closely and look out for the-tell tale signs of something
interesting. People are now speculating that the college was the
site of a religious monument as well as being a Roman settle-
ment. We will find out in the fullness of time.

Caroline Derbyshire, Principal

THE recent spectacular Ro-
man finds at the village col-

lege made me think that readers
might be interested in earlier ar-
chaeological excavations when
bodies were dug up at the village
college and on Linton Heath.
The location of the five Roman
skeletons found in 2008 helps to
solve the mystery of why five
Roman bodies were unearthed
in 1936 when the present care-
taker’s house was under con-
struction. These earlier bodies
were probably the dead from the
same settlement, since they were
buried on the same high bank
running parallel with the valley
of the river Granta.

The 1936 skeletons were
those of two women and three
children of the 2nd century AD.
One of the children was four feet
tall and close to the lower jaw
were five bronze bracelets. Be-
tween the thighs was the neck of
a glass bottle and close by were
148 scattered jet beads. None of
the bodies showed any signs of a
violent end.

Between 1846 and 1850 a
roman villa was excavated by
Richard Neville, the proprietor
of Audley End House, in the
field just below the former Long

Day they unearthed 104 skeletons near Linton

Lane windmill which overlooks
the present day by-pass. No bod-
ies were discovered there. Finds
included a small tessellated
pavement, a hypocaust, some 20
coins and small quantities of
Samian ware and British pot-
tery. The villa was about 22
yards long and up to 14 yards in
depth, and it had been badly dam-
aged because the stone had been
used for road repairs in the early
19th century.

In January 1853,  Neville ex-
cavated a rectangular shaped
Saxon cemetery on Linton Heath

covering an area of ground 54
yards by 30 yards metres, and
his discoveries astounded the
Victorians. There were bodies in
abundance! The cemetery was
on top of an earlier Roman one
and the four excavators un-
earthed 104 skeletons, of which
23 could be positively identified
as males. The bodies dated from
the 7th century AD when the
Mercian kings from the Mid-
lands ruled our region. The site
was about one mile from the
Roman road, and the main Lin-
ton to Haverhill road ran to the

south of the cemetery.
The variety of finds indicated

that this was a civilian cemetery
mainly for women and children,
but with a few male bodies in-
terred with their weaponry. One
grave of a female aged around
35 contained red enamel orna-
ments about six inches long set
in bronze, iron and bronze rings,
57 amber beads and an iron knife
about five inches long. A second
female grave was of a 28- year-
old who had beautiful teeth.
There were 148 beads surround-
ing her skeleton.

One of the male graves held a
one-legged man, who was six
feet six inches tall, the remains
of an iron shield boss and an
infant’s skull. A second male
grave contained some rich mili-
tary artefacts – a nine-inch sec-
tion of an iron spear, fragments
of an iron shield boss, an iron
sword about a yard in length and
the remains of a scabbard.

Most of the artefacts from
these earlier excavations are
stored in Cambridge museums
and I hope to put many of the
best items on display at the col-
lege when the Heritage Museum
opens in 2010.

The female skeleton found at the village college in April

Picture by Garth Collard

LINTON village cricket team
have begun their CCA Senior
League Division 3 campaign
with two victories, twice chas-
ing targets, thanks largely to
Guy Savory.

Against Burwell, skipper
Andy Osborn won the toss and
inserted the opposition, hand-
ing the ball to youngster Tom
Macer. Burwell’s opener
started quickly. Only when he
fell did the scoring slow. David
Gleeson was pivotal, bowling
his 12 overs off-the-reel to take
one for 35. Wickets then fell
steadily, with three for Macer

and two each for Daniel Van
Straaten and Mark Liles.

Needing 208 to win, Linton
began with a partnership of 88
between Billy Gleeson and
Savory, before Gleeson fell two
short of his 50. Savory passed
his soon after with strokes
around the park, but partners
came and went.

Savory batted on, bringing
Linton in sight of 200 and com-
pleting his long-awaited
maiden century for Linton.
Sadly, he fell for 107 but vic-
tory was secured soon after.

At Little Downham, Osborn

again won the toss and fielded.
Macer and Van Straaten again
opened, and Macer’s first six
overs brought one wicket for
just nine runs. Van Straaten
was again expensive but
Gleeson slowed things down
with another 12-over spell, tak-
ing three wickets for 29 runs.
Macer’s three for 32 in 10 overs
made it six wickets in his first
two games as a senior league
starter.

With just 165 needed and
Billy Gleeson unavailable,
Savory was partnered by Dave
Larcombe, who started care-

fully. Week one’s opening
stand was eventually sur-
passed, with a partnership of
98 in 20 overs, after which
Larcombe departed for 36.
Savory, confident after his cen-
tury, batted beautifully again
for 80, before Mick Wilson and
Ashley Shirley knocked off the
final runs to win the game.

The Second XI are also un-
defeated, with victory handed
them by Thriplow’s inability
to muster a side, but will hope
to start their campaign for real
at the next match.

Hans Pinkard

Walkover nets cricketers three victories
WINTER pairs finals were
played on Sunday 27th April
between Jack Jacobs and Trish
Agnew versus Bryan Beavis
and Jean Runham. By only two
ends Bryan and Jean were in
the lead 7-0, but Jack and Trish
soon picked up and were wor-
thy winners at 18 points to ten.

They were watched by a
good turnout of members who
enjoyed a dry but cool after-

Winter winners in the spring

noon with very competitive
bowling.

June Bunn 891442

Picture  submitted by June Bunn
Winners Jack and Trish

Friendly professional advice for businesses and

individuals

25 High Street, Haverhill,

Suffolk CB9 8AD

Tel: 01440 762511

________________________________________________________

11 Hill Street, Saffron Walden,

Essex CB10 1EH

Tel: 01799 526849

www.stevens-law.co.uk



À

Carpentry, Plumbing, Tiling
Door / Window Replacement
Kitchen / Bathroom Refitting

Fencing, Decking, Gardening
Painting, Decorating
Flat Pack Assembly

Property Maintenance

Steve Jackson
Service Engineer

All domestic appliance repairs, 
15 years industry experience.
Very reasonable rates.
Quick & reliable service.

Steve Jackson
(Home) 01223 893114
(Mobile) 07963 854653

 

 

 
 

N.C.H.QUALIFIED 
 

All garden maintenance including: 

 
Weeding – Mowing 

Hedge cutting - Turfing 

Garden clearance 

Shed /fence treatment 

Hard/soft landscaping 

 

 
For a friendly 

professional service  

please call: 
 

 
 

Darryl Tilling 
 

01223 892133 
or 

07981 904895 

A Member Of Sesame limited Which is Regulated By The Financial Services Authority

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP THE PAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE, OR ANY OTHER LOAN

SECURED UPON IT.  WRITTEN DETAILS ON REQUEST

Ian Cross
01223 892821

email: Chapelifa@btinternet.com

De-Salis House, 6 Hillway Linton, Cambs, CB21 4JE

Independent Financial Advisers

SPECIALIST ADVICE ON
Pensions - Investments - Mortgages - Protection

Personal Financial Planning

FREE Initial Consultation & Without Obligation

G. DYE & SONS
GENERAL BUILDER

MAINTENANCE & 

GROUNDWORK

39 The Grove

Linton

Cambridge

CB21 4UQ

Tel: 01223 892089

Mobile: 07961 342887

Free Estimates
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Parish Council Matters is

written, edited and
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Council with the support of

the Linton News Team.
Parish Council MattersParish Council Matters

LINTON parish council has its own dedicated website for the
first time. Apart from the fact that the village’s web presence

has been limited, the parish council needed to take the internet
seriously to enhance its drive for quality status.

The parish plan, formed from our wide-ranging questionnaire
some years ago, will be included within www.lintonpc-
cambridgeshire.gov.uk and this is also vital to obtain quality
status. However that is not the only reason for placing Linton
firmly on the web.

Up to now the minutes of PC meetings have either been pinned
to the notice boards in the village, or they appear in parish matters
thanks to the Linton News. Unfortunately, due to printing sched-
ules, the parish page only holds abbreviated minutes because of
limited space and they appear two months after the meetings.

It is intended that all the minutes including planning and
finance will be placed on the internet as soon as possible. It is
important to say that those that do not use the internet should not
worry because parish matters and the notice boards will not
disappear.

The website will not just be a mouthpiece for the parish
council. Initially there will be over 20 pages offering information
on all aspects of village life. The aim is for clear and concise data
covering a whole range of local matters. Among them is the
concern that local shops and the Post Office could close from lack
of customers.

It is often surprising that on questioning visitors to Linton Zoo
or the Chilford Vineyard, the majority have never stopped in or
know little about the village. Linton is exceedingly attractive
with its old buildings, fords and river but most outsiders just seem
to drive by.

And, like it or not, the more visitors that stop in the village the
better the shops, restaurants and public houses will flourish. So
the website will hopefully improve tourist awareness and this
should be enhanced by the plans for a Heritage Trail, which is to
be highlighted on the website.

Of course there is more to it than the parish council and
possible tourism. General transport information together with a
map of Linton are available and bus schedule changes will be
updated as quickly as possible.

The three schools are also not forgotten, although this again
will be just general information, as it will be with medical,
business, recreation and other general services. Linton clubs will
be highlighted, if they wish, with an outline of what they do. In
fact, if there is a reasonable request to place information on the
website, it will usually be accepted. But remember there is no
intention to offer space for business advertising.

Why do we need one?

St Mary’s church, Linton

If you have not yet looked at the website, or have made just a
cursory inspection, then the first thing you will notice is the
number of pictures of Linton. Not only is there a gallery but, other
than the minutes and other official information from the council,
there will also be at least an image on each page. The intention

Market Lane, Linton

is to change the pictures through the season to maintain interest
and offer a fresh aspect on the village as the year goes by.

Cambridge county council and South cambs district council
are not forgotten. There is a direct link to their websites although
unfortunately we cannot guide you through them to the informa-
tion you seek. There is also a link to the planning portal for those
who maintain an interest in such matters. And future ideas
include a blog area for those that wish to put forward views
concerning Linton.

Clapper stile at Linton recreation cround

Local Bus in Bartlow Road

Cllr M Gee

A plan of the website, as it is at the moment, has been included
below together with a sprinkling of Linton images, most of which
can be found on www.lintonpc-cambridgeshire.gov.uk along
with many others views of the village.Go on, have a look, if you
have not already done so!

Our apologies: owing to delay in obtaining a .gov.uk web
name, the website may not be available just yet. We are endeav-
ouring to correct this.

All pictures taken by Mike Gee



STEVE WEBB

Painter
&

Decorator
over 30 years experience

CITY & GUILDS CERTIFICATES

31 Balsham Road
Linton
Cambridge
CB21 4LD
Tel: 01223 891119
Mobile: 07772991373

LINTON PAVING 

COMPANY 
YOUR LOCAL LANDSCAPING

BLOCK PAVING & PATIO 

SPECIALIST.

Slabbing, Decking, Gravel Drives 

& Fencing

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Int/Ext Painting, General Repairs
LOCAL, RELIABLE AND

 FRIENDLY  SERVICE.
FREE QUOTATIONS

Tel: Andre Jacobs

01223 890060

07765 594398

lintonpaving@aol.com
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 Councilminutescouncilminutescouncilminutescouncilminutes

LINTON PARISH COUNCIL
Linton Village Hall, Coles Lane, Linton,

Cambridge CB21 4JS Tel: C. 891001

Clerk to the Council – Mrs Sue Parry
 Email: lintonpc@btconnect.com

Office hours : Monday 9am–12noon, & 4–
5.30pm, Tuesday–Friday 9am– 12noon

Or by appointment
Dates for full Council meetings:

June 5th , 19th, July 3rd and 17th 2008
All meetings held at the Cathodeon Centre

commencing at 8pm

ABBREVIATED minutes of the meeting of the Linton
parish council held at the Cathodeon Centre on 3rd

April 2008. Present: councillors A Gore (chair), Ms E
Cornell (vice-chair), Mrs E Bald, Dr B Cox, S Daly, M
Gee, R Hickford, J Linsdell, G Potter, Dr J Rossiter, Dr
V Urwin, Mrs S Parry, clerk to the council. Mrs K France
(press) together with 3 members of the public was
present.

Apologies for absence were received from council-
lors Gore, Hammett and Krarup. Cllr Gore arrived
during the course of the meeting.
Declarations of Interest

Cllrs Cornell and Hickford declared prejudicial interests un-
der Item 254 (planning application at land r/o Newdigate House)
as Governors of Linton heights junior school. Cllr Daly declared
a personal and prejudicial interest under Item 254 as a neighbour-
ing householder.
Reports from Co-ordinators

Open Spaces - Cllr Bald reported that she was gathering
information in preparation for the installation of sides to Stantons
Lane bridge.

Recreation Ground - Cllr Rossiter had issued a report of
concerns received from Mr Cooper, the county council’s rights
of way officer, regarding the driving of motor vehicles along
footpath number 2. It was agreed that a sign should be displayed
reading ‘Footpath ‘Authorised vehicles only,’  Cllr Hickford to
report on its design and position. Terms of reference were agreed
for the car parking and access working party.

Correspondence Item 31 - Quotation from L Westlake to
supply and fit drainage channel at recreation ground gates. It was
agreed to defer a decision until Cllrs Krarup, Potter, Linsdell and
Gore had considered the drainage problem to the side of the
recreation ground.

Cllr Hickford reported that the demonstration of the proposed
CCTV system would now be held on 8th April at 10.30am. The
matter would be considered at the meeting to be held on 17th

April. Cllr Potter reported that a recently planted tree on the
recreation ground had been damaged. It was agreed that the clerk
should contact the tree warden for advice.

Leadwell Meadows - Cllr Rossiter reported that the woodland,
water and wildlife group (3Ws) had removed more of the tree
overhanging the path.

Glebe Land - Cllr Rossiter reported that the 3Ws group had cut
up 2 willows following the gales.

Churchyard - Cllr Cox reported that work on the new footpath
would commence on 4th April. The following quotations had
been received for repairs to the southern flint wall: Landmark
Restoration £9,446.81 + VAT, Coulson & Son Ltd £14,943.55 +
VAT.

Communications - Cllr Gee had issued a note regarding
councillor’s personal information to be placed on the website. It
was agreed to defer the matter for decision at the meeting to be
held on 1st May. It was agreed that parish matters should describe
the printed minutes as being abbreviated.

A1307 - Cllr Cornell reported that a further fatality had
occurred at the Alington Terrace junction.  Improvements were
due to be carried out to the junction in the summer. The county
council had advised her that they considered there was sufficient
capacity to accommodate traffic to be generated by a new
distribution unit in Haverhill.

Allotments - Cllr Linsdell reported that the council was await-
ing a response from Mr Balaam regarding possible meeting
dates.
Planning application S/1881/07/RM Land r/o Newdigate
House - revised siting and design of plots 3, 4 and 5 and details
of entrance and retaining wall to Horseheath Road

Mrs O’Brien and Mr O’Brien and Mr Rootes set out their
opposition to the application. Cllr Cornell addressed the meet-
ing. Cllrs Cornell, Hickford and Daly left the meeting.

It was resolved that the parish council object to the applica-
tion. It was agreed that a draft statement of the grounds of

objection be circulated and agreed prior to submission to the
district council.

Cllrs Cornell, Hickford and Daly rejoined the meeting.
Correspondence list for discussion

Item 35 - Consultation on St Edmundsbury BC Local Devel-
opment Framework Core Strategy - It was agreed that the
planning committee draft a response.

Item 44 - National Air Traffic Systems re proposed changes to
airspace over Linton - Cllr Daly agreed to submit an article to the
Linton News requesting help with the drafting of the council’s
response.

Item 45 - Tree works 6 Did-dell Court - It was agreed that
observations circulated by Cllr Rossiter be submitted to the
district council’s tree officer.

Item 50 - Local Councils Liaison Committee: Minutes - It was
agreed that the clerk write to the chairman of the committee,
thanking him for the minutes.
Reports from Councillors (for information only)

Cllr Bald requested that the occupiers of 2 Symonds Lane be
requested to tidy the grass verge and to refrain from parking on
it.

ABBREVIATED minutes of the meeting of the parish
council held at the Cathodeon Centre on 17th April

2008. Present: A Gore (chair), Ms E Cornell (vice-chair),
Mrs E Bald, Dr B Cox, M Gee, B Hammett, R Hickford,
T Krarup, J Linsdell, G Potter, Dr V Urwin, Mrs S Parry
(clerk to the council). County and district councillor J
Batchelor, district councillor Mrs T Bear and Mrs K
France (press) were in attendance.

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Daly
and Rossiter.
Declaration of interest

Under Item 267 (precept) Cllrs Cornell and Hickford ex-
pressed a personal interest as parents of members of Linton
junior cricket club. Cllr Hammett expressed a personal interest as
a member of MAGPAS. Cllr Bald expressed a personal interest
as a trustee of ACE. Cllrs Linsdell and Potter expressed a
personal interest as trustees of the Brinkman, Butt & Harrison
Trusts. Cllr Gore expressed a personal interest as a member of
Linton Music Society. Under item 254: planning application S/
1881/07/RM, Cllrs Cornell and Hickford expressed a prejudicial
interest as governors of Linton heights junior School.
Matters arising from the Minutes of the meeting on 3rd April
2008

Item 254 (planning application at land r/o Newdigate House):
An agreed statement of grounds of objection had been submitted
to the district council. It was agreed to attach the statement as an
annexe to the minutes of 3rd April.
Report from police and consideration of policing, safety and
security issues

A report from Cllr Hickford together with a quotation from
Briar Security of £7,340 and an annual maintenance fee of £160

for the supply and maintenance of six CCTV cameras for
surveillance of the front and rear of the recreation ground
pavilion, the play area and three entrances to the recreation
ground, in accordance with their specification dated 8th January
2008, had been circulated. Cllr Hickford proposed that the
quotation be accepted. The proposal was seconded by Cllr Bald.
Cllr Hickford said the quotation from Advance Security was of
similar cost after necessary options were included to allow night
images to be recorded. Cllr Potter confirmed that the football
club agreed to the equipment being mounted on the pavilion,
subject to the parish council reimbursing the club for the cost of
electricity consumed. The proposal was carried with 8 votes in
favour and 2 abstentions. It was also agreed following discussion
that the redundant north wall in the pavilion would be bricked up
and quotations would be sought. Cllr Hickford reported that a
meeting had taken place at Linton village college with a group of
pupils. A further meeting would take place.
Report from county councillor John Batchelor

Stantons Lane would be piped from the A1307 to the recrea-
tion ground during the summer, when Back Road from the
Woodlands to Hildersham was also due to be patched. Cllr Cox
advised Cllr Batchelor that double yellow lines were required at
the junction of Symonds Lane and Hillway.
Reports from the district councillors

District councillor Trisha Bear reported that it had been
agreed to refer planning application S/0312/08/F to the planning
committee. ‘Voids’ in the housing stock were in part caused by
the obligations to upgrade properties under the ‘Decent Homes
Agenda’ when they became vacant. She requested councillors to
advise her of any properties which they felt had been unoccupied
for too long.

Cllr Batchelor offered to speak on behalf of the parish council
when planning application S/1881/07/RM was determined. He
had attended a meeting regarding the proposed Stansted flight
stacks.
Written reports from Council representatives

A report from Cllr Gore following the site meeting of Cllrs
Linsdell, Potter, Krarup and himself had been circulated regard-
ing drainage at the Meadow Lane entrance to the recreation
ground. Cllr Hickford proposed that the recommendations in the
report be accepted. The proposal was seconded by Cllr Cox and
agreed by the meeting. Cllr Gore had issued a report to clarify the
code of conduct.
Correspondence received and for discussion

Item 16 - EERA RSS single issue review planning for gypsy
and traveller accommodation in the East of England - noted.

Item 21 - Meeting at Kirtling village hall on 8th May to discuss
proposals regarding Stansted flight stack.  Cllr Daly would be
asked to attend. Other councillors wishing to attend were asked
to advise the clerk.

Item 22 - Linton WI request for bench at the Swan bus stop -
Cllr Cox having outlined problems experienced with the former
bench, it was agreed not to pursue this request.

Item 29 - Herald Contract Services comments re changes to
contract. These were noted and it was agreed that the chair and
the clerk should compare the old and new contracts.
Reports from Councillors (for information only)

Cllr Cornell reported that Ms Malone has been appointed as
Head teacher of Linton heights junior school.

Cllr Hickford reported that the crime prevention meeting had
proved very positive. PC Rebecca Parkin had attended.

Cllr Gee reported that some parts of the website were available
to view.

Cllr Cox reported that the re-erection of the village sign would
take place during May.
Resignation of the council’s administrative assistant

A report from the staff sub committee had been circulated. It
was agreed to accept its recommendations.

Note: copies of reports and documents referred to in
these minutes can be inspected at the parish council office.
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