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CUSTOMERS may have  
noticed that Hale and  
Jacobs, the newsagents in 
Bartlow Road, is offering 
many items at discounted 
prices, including toys, 
Christmas cards and ice 
cream.

 After 18 years at the 
shop Brian Hale, who is 70, 
has decided not to renew 
the lease, which was offered 
at a substantially increased 
rent.

Brian, who lives in the 
flat above the shop with his 
partner Jane Jacobs, has 
decided to take time to go 
travelling, including visiting 
his three sons in America, 
and to spend more time in 
the garden of their house in 

Lincoln. 
However, they will be 

back to continue visiting 
Jane’s family in Linton.

Brian says the last news-
papers will be delivered on 
Christmas Eve and there 
will be a final closing down 
sale up to New Year’s Eve, 
with the property left empty 
on 5th January.

He would like to make a  
point of saying a big thank-
you to his customers and to 
his staff, including all the 
paper boys and girls.

He would also like to 
include Trevor Norton in his 
thanks. Trevor has contin-
ued to sort the newspapers 
for delivery each morning.  

Kate France

Brian hangs up 
his newspaper bag  

after 18 years

Final edition: Brian with some good news
Picture by Roger Lapwood

A journey through
Linton’s history

AFTER much hard work, 
a trial covering part of 

our village has been designed 
for the enjoyment of walkers 
and wheelchair users. It tells 
of our history from the first 
settlements, the fabric of the 
community and the people, 
with tales of Civil War fight-
ing (and having a drink 
afterwards!), visits by royalty, 
dreadful deeds and famous 
writers and scientists. 

Anyone living in Lin-
ton, visiting or just passing 
through, soon becomes 
aware that it is a very his-
toric place, and with around 
150 listed buildings was one 
of the first villages desig-
nated a conservation area.   
The trail begins with a map 
at the village sign, and there 
will be further information 
boards on the High Street, 
on Camping Close and in the 
Cole’s Lane car park these 
information boards incorpo-
rate an open section for local 
notices. 

There are direction signs 
and signposts to guide you. 
The walk is free and support-
ing information is available 
with a booklet, containing 
an illustrated fold-out map  
as well as a professionally 
made DVD offering further 
insights into Linton’s past.

The trail is a Historical 
Society project researched by 
Garth Collard, organised by 
parish councillors Mike Gee 
and Enid Bald, and funded 
by Activities for All, the 
Anderson Benefaction and 
Linton parish council. 

We have involved local 
skills in the project with 
Neil Gardner painting the 
graphic map and the cover 
to the booklet, while Darryl 
Nantais illustrated the inside 
pages. The map and infor-
mation boards were crafted 

by Colin Watkins using oak, 
in keeping with the historic 
area.

The narrative is by Garth 
Collard, our decorated local 
historian. Garth’s knowledge 
of Linton’s past is too deep 
and extensive to be wholly 
included in the booklet, so 
there are other stories on the 
DVD, and plenty more in 
store for future projects. 

We hope to create trails 
to cover other areas (The 
Grip, the church, or around 
the outskirts of the village), 

Come and join us in our playgroup
Time for fun: some of the mums and babies in their costumes, enjoying their Halloween party

Picture by Debby Jepps

in future years. These will 
be financed through sales 
of the booklet, DVD and 
lithographs of the map – 
available as a limited edition, 
mounted or framed, and 
signed by the artist. 

Look out for notices 
advertising the opening event 
for the trail, the boards and 
signs. The booklet and DVD 
will be available from the 
parish office, village shops, 
post office, zoo and other 
outlets. 

The Heritage map is avail-
able from Darryl Nantais, 
the Art Gallery, Curwen Stu-
dio, or Enid Bald on 891069.

To get the project off to 
a good start, residents are 
being offered a Christmas 
gift package of a springtime 
guided walk, booklet, the 
DVD and a gift certificate. 
An order form has been in-
serted in the Linton News for 
those who want a very dif-
ferent present for this year’s 
festive season.

Linton and its people have 
played their part in world 
history, and this history is 
reflected in the village, the 
buildings and its stories. We 
hope that the heritage trail 
will help us to appreciate our 
past and to enjoy our village 
in the future.

LNT

On the trail: Enid Bald and Mike Gee celebrate our history

THE Children’s Centre in 
Linton hosts a Bumps to Ba-
bies group each week which 
has grown from strength to 
strength since it started in 
January. 

Parents start coming when 
their babies have not yet been 
born and it is lovely to watch 
them growing bigger and 

stronger as they get older.
On Thursday 28th October 

the babies arrived dressed for 
Halloween in their pumpkin, 
witches and cats’ costumes. 
Lots of screams and cackles 
could be heard as they quickly 
got into the spirit of the  
occasion.

Mum Jayne Herselman 

has been attending the group  
since her baby Jayden was 
eight weeks.  
She says: “I love coming to 
meet other parents in similar 
situations and to play with  
very good quality toys which 
we do not have at home. 

“We have also attended 
the introduction to first aid 

course which was really good 
for the Dads”. 

The centre welcomes all 
parents/carers who have chil-
dren aged up to five. To find 
out more information please 
contact me.
 893594 or debbby.jepps@

cambridgeshire.org.uk 

WE are making a few small changes to the running of the Lin-
ton News. The deadline for articles will now be a Wednesday 
instead of the normal Friday. Please make a note of this in 
your diaries if you are contributors to the paper. A reminder 
will still be sent out a week in advance.
Apologies for any inconvenience this will cause, thank you.
Too good for jumble has been moved onto page 3 for this 
edition only, thank you.

Editor

Deadline changes



December 2010 Page 2

L.B. CABS
LINTON

PHONE LINTON 

01223 892986

For all your long and 
short taxi trips

Weddings a 
speciality

Airports

TEL: 890433 Mob: 0777 375 8355

*Carpet Cleaning *Rugs *Stain Removal
*Car Valeting *Caravans *Motor Homes
*Upholstery Cleaning *Stain Protection
*Floor Cleaning / Scrubbing / Sealing / Polishing
*Pressure Washing of Patios Paths & Driveways
*Domestic Cleaning * Top Ups & One Off Cleaning
*Gutter / Fascia Cleaning

*Contract Office Cleaning (Flexible Options)

74 Bartlow Rd, Linton, Cambridge, CB21 4LY

ProClean
‘Your Complete Cleaning Solution’

CB21 4UQ

Singing Lessons
Sarah Rosewell 
BA (Hons) Music

Individual singing lessons 
available for all ages 

and abilities
Whether towards exams or 

purely for pleasure
  * CRB Checked
  * Based in Linton

For more information contact:
Sarah on 01223 894861

Email:
  sarahrosewell@hotmail.com

Linton Community Sports Centre
- FITNESS SUITE -

PERSONAL TRAINING // HOLISTIC THERAPY
– TENNIS & NETBALL COURTS –

- FLOODLIT ‘3G’ ALL WEATHER FOOTBALL PITCH 
CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES

RANGE OF TERM, HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES & PARTIES

 01223 890248
Check out the latest info at: -

http://www.linton-sport-fitness.co.uk

           
           
           
           
   






          







   

J. L. WIGHT 
Guild of Master                                       
Sweeps.

Qualified advice /  
Problems solved. 

    Certificates issued. 

  www.camsweep.co.uk 

01954 253315 
26, Cow Lane, Rampton 

CHIMNEY
SWEEP A & R

PLASTERING
All aspects of plastering 
undertaken:
   Plasterboarding
      Rendering
        No job too small
19 years experience
Free estimates

Linton based:     Mobile:
01223 890228    0774 8627920

LINTON Zoo was among some of the region’s best zoos which 
received top awards from the Zoo world. It was congratulated 
by members of the British and Irish association of Zoos and 
Aquariums following a prestigious awards ceremony held at 
Paignton zoo environmental park, Devon, and attended by some 
100 people.

Commended for the recently 
completed Linton lion paradise 
this award particularly high-
lights Linton zoo’s efforts in 
maintaining high levels of ani-
mal welfare.

The paradise’s fantastic cen-
trepiece for the zoo, featuring a 
very charismatic species. The 
half acre enclosure is designed 
to make good use of space 
providing the animals with a 
much enriched area encouraging 
natural behaviour yet enabling 
the visitors to get very close in 
places. The enclosure is clev-
erly landscaped with dips and 
hillocks to increase the surface 
area and to provide the animals 
with space to climb, chase, hide 
and play.

The location and shape of 
the outside paddock and indoor 
bedrooms is designed to give 
the lions a panoramic view of 
their surroundings adding to the 
enrichment of their lives and 
the top of a hillock gives a nice 
vantage point to look into the 
distance. Large logs link some 
of the hillocks giving territorial 
marking points, scratching logs 
and another tactile surface. 

Keeper talks are regularly 
held at the new enclosure. This 
enables us to raise awareness of 
both the lions and tigers and it is 

RECENTLY, there was an 
accident on the High Street in 
Linton involving a cyclist and 
a pedestrian. The cyclist had 
been riding on the pavement 
and collided with the pedes-
trian. Luckily, there were no 
long lasting injuries to either 
party. We would like to remind 
everyone that cycling on the 
pavement is against the law, 
and punishable by way of a 
fixed penalty notice.

We are receiving com-
plaints regarding cyclists on 
the pavements, so we are 
focusing our attention on this 
issue whilst in the village.  
Staying on the subject of 
traffic matters within Linton, 
we would also like to remind 
motorists not to park on double 
yellow lines. They are there 
for a reason; the area is not  
parking, even for a quick visit 
to the shop.

We have recently issued 
several fixed penalty notices 
to offending drivers and will 
continue to do so if we come 
across them. It is an issue that 
was raised at the last Linton 
panel meeting when local 
residents requested the police 

STUDENTS at Linton Village 
College (LVC) marked Armi-
stice Day by observing a two-
minute silence in remembrance 
of the victims of two world wars 
and more recent conflicts.

Classes came to a halt, 
building work was temporarily 
suspended and the entire school 
fell silent at 11.00am as Mat-
thew Organ, 12, braved strong 
wind and rain to climb onto the 
school roof and play the Last 
Post on his trumpet.

“This was an incredibly 
moving tribute in which the 
whole school community took 
part”, said Tony Kelly, a 
spokesperson for LVC. “The 
wind and rain added to the 
atmosphere and seemed to 
conjure up the horror of the 
battlefields. Many of the stu-
dents were wearing poppies 
and they stood in silent respect 
for the generations before them 
who had made the ultimate 
sacrifice on their behalf.”.

                          Tony Kelly

PLODDING ALONG
An update on police matters

Matthew Organ pays tribute in his own special way
Picture by Tony Kelly

World wars remembered at the college

to focus their attention on the 
issue.

Speeding was another is-
sue raised, and combined 
with the parking, is the lo-
cal priority for the beat.  
In the last four months, there 
have been five thefts from 
vehicles within Linton. The 
majority of these thefts have 
consisted of the catalytic 
converter being cut away from 
the vehicle and stolen. Most of 
these crimes appear to have 
happened overnight.

We would urge anyone 
who witnesses any suspicious 
activity around vehicles to 
contact the police on 999.  
For those living in Abington, 
our neighbouring beat, we 
want to update you on the 
suspicious male who was in 
the village upsetting elderly 
residents. This man was lo-
cated and arrested for causing 
harassment, alarm or distress, 
and later bailed pending fur-
ther enquiries. He was bailed 
with conditions not to enter 
Abington.

PC 1881 Rebecca Parkin
Linton Neighbourhood 

Officer

at these events that we are able to raise money for the various 
conservation projects we support. The big cat talks are especially 
well attended and always loved by the visitors; it is on these 
occasions that we are able to gauge the value of this fantastic 
new exhibit. There is lots of natural planting with meadow 

plants, trees, shrubs and some 
open grassy areas providing 
attractive photographic back-
drops. Held annually for over 
a decade, the BIAZA awards 
recognise outstanding contribu-
tions and achievements in the 
fields of wildlife conservation, 
advances in animal welfare and 
husbandry, marketing, PR, edu-
cation, research and enclosure 
design.

Dr Miranda Stevenson, Di-
rector of BIAZA said: “The 
award winning programmes 
showcased demonstrate the 
huge investment of energy and 
resources made by our leading 
zoos to improve animal welfare 
and raise environmental aware-
ness. 

“These awards recognise and 
celebrate the vital contributions 
that our members are making to 
conservation and education each 
year. Equally, they are standard 
bearers for excellence in animal 
husbandry and welfare. We con-
gratulate the winners on their 
achievement’.

   Kim Simmonds 891308

Father love: Zuri with his 10 week old cub Zara
Picture by Kim Simmons

Our local zoo receives a prestigious award

SALLY Southwick saw an 
advert for volunteering for the 
charity in her local pub and hav-
ing just relocated back to the 
UK she decided to apply.

She initially volunteered to 
support the hospital informa-
tion desk and the home visiting 
services. During her first two 
years she developed a really 
good understanding of visually 
impaired people’s needs.

After embarking on an 
IT course to improve her 
own computer skills Sally 
received training in JAWS (a 
screen reader application for 
blind/visually impaired com-
puter users) and meticulously 

Volunteer of the year with 
Support 4 Sight

set about developing her own 
training plans and teaching 
methods. She now teaches 
JAWS training and touch 
typing classes two mornings 
each week.

 In addition she has trained 
another volunteer computer 
trainer, enabling the service to 
be offered to more people.

She also conducts home 
visits teaching JAWS to im-
mobile/housebound visually 
impaired people. 

Sally has developed her 
own touch typing course, 
which will help visually im-
paired people across the UK.

She accepted her Award 

from Dr Bob Thompson, past 
president of the Macular Dis-
ease society.

Sally volunteers at Sup-
port4Sight in Saffron Walden 
providing computer training 
for the visually impaired. 

She also volunteers with 
Riding for the Disabled and 
is the treasurer of the Sawston 
Group. 

In 2007, she established 
a charity, the Bas Breakwell 
Charitable Trust to help dis-
advantaged young people 
improve their self-confidence 
and self esteem by gibing them 
horse riding lessons. 

Peter Southwick

The Crown Inn, Linton
freehouse. restaurant & accommodation

Christmas party menu available throughout 
December three courses for £23.95

Business lunch £21.95 
New Years Eve tickets £10.00 for entry and food 

(Bollywood curry night)

For a great night dig out your Saris and Turbans 
www.crownatlinton.co.uk

11, High Street, Linton, Cambs   Tel 01223 891759
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For entry in this list, ensure that your event is written 
into the diary in the Post Office.

You may also send an email with your event details to diary@
linton.info, or use the form on www.linton.info.

Call 891104 for an audio version of the Linton News
 Details of items in bold type may be found elsewhere in this edition.

WEEKLY 
Whist drive, 7.30pm Mondays                                        VH
Chestnut baby/toddler group. Mondays term time, 9.30-11.30am           CC
Linton theatre workshop, Mondays      (call Joe 01440 703701)
WEA, 10am Tuesdays                               VH
Scrabble club, 10am-12noon alternate Tuesdays       Church pavilion
Linton Granta Toddlers, 9.30 - 11.30am Tuesdays           LVC
Ladies’ football, 7-8pm Tuesdays  LVC
Linton chess club, 7.30pm Tuesdays              CC
Granta duplicate bridge club, 2-4pm Tuesdays            VH
Junior choir, 6pm-6.45pm Tuesdays       St Mary’s
IT club, 7pm Tuesdays                             CC
Linton children’s centre, call 07768 008919                     CC
Tots in Tow, 10-11.30am Wednesdays, term time only          VH
Linton radio race car club, 6-10pm Wednesdays                   VH
Carpet bowls, 7.30pm Thursdays    VH
The Karate Club, 5.15-6.15pm, Thursdays VH
Parents, carers and tots Mocha house, 9.15-10am Fridays      CP 
Buffy bus, 11am-12.15pm Fridays Hadstock village green
Bridge club, 7pm Fridays   CC
For sports centre courses please call Linton village college sports 
centre on 890248

DECEMBER

  4 Farmers’ market, 9.30am LVC
  4 Christmas fair, 2 - 4.30pm Infant school
  4     Music society concert, 7.30pm LVC
  7 VIP meeting, 2pm Chalklands
  7 WEA, 10pm VH
  7 WI, 7.30pm VH
  7 ACE’s festive lunch, 12.30pm CP
  7 Chestnut playgroup open day 10am St Marys
  9     Lunch club, 12noon D&D
 11 Christmas fair, 10.30 - 4.30pm St Mary’s
 11 Christmas fayre, 1-4pm Symonds House
 12 Christingle service, 2.30pm St Mary’s
 13 Camera club AGM, 7.30pm CC
 14 WEA, 10pm VH
 14 Gardening club, 7.30pm VH
 15 CAMTAD, 9.30am - 12noon HC
 21 Historical society, 7.30pm VH

JANUARY
  4     WI games evening, 7.30pm VH
  5 Reading group, 8pm D&D
  6 Lunch club, 12.30pm D&D
  6 Parish council meeting, 8pm CC
  8 Friends of St Mary’s mince pies and savories, 11am VH
  9 Camera club, 7.30pm VH
 11 VIP meeting, 2pm Chalklands
 11 Gardening club, 7.30pm VH
 18 Historical society, 7.30pm VH

LINTON DIARY

KEY: CC Cathodeon centre, CP Church Pavilion, D&D dog and 
duck, HC health centre, LH Linton Heights school, LVC Linton 
village college, RG recreation ground, URC United Reform 
church, VH village hall

Library times: Monday Closed; Tuesday 10.30am-1pm, 
2pm-5pm; wednesday 2pm-5pm, 6pm-8pm; Thurs-
day Closed; Friday 10.30am-1pm, 2pm-5pm, 6pm-8pm;  
Saturday 10am-12noon.

Refuse collection: 6th, 20th December, 4rd January
Recycling collection: 13th, 28th December, 10th January

Students
20% off

Special Kids
Prices

THE

ROOM
37 Bartlow Road, Linton

Tel: Pippa (01223) 890890
OPENING TIMES
Mon Closed
Tues 9-5 pm
Wed 9-7 pm
Thurs 9-7 pm
Fri 9-5 pm
Sat 9-3 pm

Senior Citizens
Tuesday & Wednesday

Late opening until 7 pm on
Wednesday & Thursday
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HAIR BY JO DENNY
Women | Men | Children

41 Linton High Street
(Behind North’s Bakery)

t: 01223 893 285

ClearTax
&  A C C O U N T I N G  L T D

All your tax and accounting 
needs,  personal and business.

Specialist in tax planning

Free initial consultation

Tax returns from £99+vat

Based in Hadstock

t: 07896 298253 
e: janine@cleartax.co.uk

www.cleartax.co.uk

Made to Measure

CAPRI BLINDS
* Verticals * Roman *Roller *Pleated 

* Venetian *Wooden
CALL NOW FOR

free quotation - free measuring - free fitting
Awnings supplied and fitted 

from £400 
Tel: 01223 894020
www.capriblinds.co.uk












     




















OVER the next five years BT is rolling out superfast fibre optic 
broadband across the UK. If you’re not on the announced roll out 
plan. The Race to Infinity gives you the opportunity to fast track 
your area to get BT Infinity next.

The five areas with the largest percentage of votes by 31st De-
cember will win the chance to bring superfast broadband to their 
area. BT will also donate £5,000 of computer equipment to a local 
community project. To vote, go to www.racetoinfinity.bt.com and 
get Linton above 1,000 votes to be in with a chance of getting 
superfast broadband. I’m only vote 232, so we need lots more.

Editor

HOW is your Christmas shopping going? Are you one of those 
people who already have all their presents wrapped and under 
the tree or are you like me, still running to catch up with yourself 
and taking it for granted that, when you need them, the shops full 
of gifts and food will still be there?

Are we the same with our church? Do we never think about 
its presence at all until, at some time in our lives, we need it, 
perhaps for a wedding, a funeral, for solace or sanctuary? How 
would we feel if our church, it’s beautiful, ancient building and 
all the facilities that it provides, disappeared from our village due 
to negligence on our part?  

At this festive time of the year, when we are immersed in 
consumerism, are we mindful that, at its heart, Christmas is a 
Christian festival, established to remember God’s greatest gift to 
his people, to every one of us?  Within your giving can you spare 
a gift this Christmas to maintain the building, work and ministry 
of our church here in Linton?

On Saturday, 11th December, St Mary’s church is holding a 
Gift Day and Christmas event from 10.30am until 4.30pm. Come 
along to the church and you will find a display of beautifully 
decorated Advent boxes, interludes of live music, a number of 
stalls selling Christmas goods, cards and jewellery, and seasonal 
refreshments in the pavilion.

 For the little ones Father Christmas has promised to be here to 
take note of Christmas requests and, if you wish, you can make 
your own gift to our church.

Please make it a date and I shall look forward to meeting you 
all there. Happy Christmas.

Gill Powell, Churchwarden, 893664

Dear Editor
I would like to express my appreciation to the firework committee 
for planning, organising, and putting together the fantastic firework 
display last month. I know it couldn’t have been done so effec-
tively without the help of all the community spirited volunteers 
who put so much effort into making it such a success.
I thoroughly enjoyed it, thank you all
Julie Hammett

WHAT’S your 
impression of a 
perfect holiday 
for a WI mem-

ber? A relaxing time, good food, 
comfy en-suite facilities, lovely 
lie-ins? Well, Sue Hotchkiss, 
a WI member from another 
institution, chose to climb the 
Kilimanjaro mountain in Tan-
zania, Africa.
   Only about 50% of people 
who start the climb make it to 
the summit, 19,340 feet above 
sea level. Sue made it, climbing 
the last stretch in the pitch dark 
of night, setting off at midnight, 
to be able to enjoy the sunrise 
and to see the curvature of the 
earth.  There were several diffi-
culties on the way; dehydration, 
sleeping in freezing cold tents, 
forcing herself to consume 
enough calories for the energy 
required and then using the ‘en-
suite’ facilities …. long drop 
toilets perched over the edge 
of the mountain side. 

Whilst Sue recounted her 
adventures last month she 
also showed photographs. 
The glaciers were especially 
beautiful.

Dear Editor,
The family of Chris Varian, recent landlord of the Dog & Duck 
in Linton, would like to thank all those who attended his remem-
brance service at St Mary’s church on 16th September and also to 
thank  those who sent us cards and message of sympathy.  The 
family was comforted by the support from Chris’ friends and all 
those who knew him.  His murder was a terrible tragedy and he 
is sorely missed.
Nigel, Sue, Roger, and Katrina Varian. 

Kilimanjaro is Africa’s tall-
est mountain and the world’s 
highest free-standing one 
with three dormant volcanoes. 
Kilimanjaro also supports five 
major eco-zones; rainforest, 
heath, moorland, alpine desert 
and glaciers.

There are a few thoughts 
on the origin of the name of 
the mountain, but one is from 
the Swahili words, kilma 
njara, which means shining 
mountain. 

The pub lunches in our 
village, local strolls and cof-
fee mornings will contin-
ue throughout the winter 
months. 

The next monthly meeting 
is on Tuesday 4th January and 
will be a night of games and 
nibbles.

Then on Tuesday 1st Febru-
ary there will be a talk by Debo-
rah Coote on the Alexander 
Technique.

All meetings are in the vil-
lage hall and start at 7.30pm. 
We look forward to seeing 
you.

Trysha Hunt
894533

No mean feat: intrepid WI 
member conquers Kilimanjaro

OUR THANKS

BT’s Race to Infinity

St Mary’s gift day

December 2010

Too good for jumble 
NEW items for the Christmas season include a, Yamaha 
electronic keyboard PSR-78 with stand and Acer 713 com-
puter monitor (15in screen – eight years old).

Still available are the Mamas and Papas high chair in 
excellent condition, the Epson picturemate photolab, a 
child’s snooker table and accessories (for up to age 14), the 
hall marked 9½in silver fishknife with bone handle and the 
Logitech keyboard.

The bar stool and high chair each raised £10 for the 
Guides, the computer workstation made £15 for Macmillan 
cancer care and a TV made £20 for  IT equipment for Boe-
pathutse School.

To buy any of the above or to offer an item to profit a 
charity, please phone me. The donor chooses the charity to 
receive the money. 

 Kate France 891602 or email new address
 kfrance@profsoundconsult.com 

Missing your Advert
The Linton News  would like to thank all 

our advertisers for their continuing support 
throughout 2010. 
If you were expecting to see your advert 
in The Linton News please contact the 

Advertising Manager to discuss payment 
and reinstatement

We are currently over subscribed 



JIM Bacon was 
asked ques-
tions covering 
all aspects of 

the weather in Linton last 
month when he visited the 
gardening club, including 
the all important “will my 
washing dry tomorrow?” 
Given the drizzly start to 
the Wednesday, I’m sure 
he heaved a sigh of relief 
when the day turned into a 
glorious one and proved his 
forecast right. He has been 
blamed for bad weather 
ever since becoming a me-
teorologist.

Jim was an enthusiastic 
speaker who gave us a tour 
of the skies teaching us to 
read the signs by studying 
the clouds from cirrus to cu-
mulus to stratus. Knowing 
when fronts are on the way 
can give that all important 
clue as to whether to set off 
on an adventure or indeed 
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• MOT testing 
• All makes of vehicles serviced
   and repaired 
• Tyres at competitive prices
• courtesy car provided
• Polite and friendly staff  

LINTON VILLAGE MOTORS
(situated in Great Abington opposite Granta Park) 

www.lintonvillagemotors.co.uk

Tel: 01223 830550

Mon-Fri:  8.30am-5.30pm       Sat:  8.30am-12.30pm

Carpentry, Plumbing, Tiling
Door / Window Replacement
Kitchen / Bathroom Refitting

Fencing, Decking, Gardening
Painting, Decorating
Flat Pack Assembly

Property Maintenance

Steve Jackson
Service Engineer

All domestic appliance repairs, 
15 years industry experience.
Very reasonable rates.
Quick & reliable service.

Steve Jackson
(Home) 01223 893114 / 893896

(Mobile) 07963 854653

Aerial Installations & Upgrades
stevejacksonltd@hotmail.co.uk

AJB 
Fencing
All types of domes-
tic fencing - decking 
paving - landscaping

Garden services 
01223 894795
07813 070542

www.ajbfencing.co.uk
Portfolio Available

Music Lessons 

Piano  Organ  Singing  Cello 

 

David Parry-Smith ARCO 

01223 894715 

david@parry-smith.co.uk 

Lessons given in Linton. 

Students at all ages—enquire 

for terms. Take your playing to 

the next level! 

HOME SELECTION
FREE MEASURING & 

ESTIMATING
All types of flooring 

available
Tel: 01223 893634

Mobile: 07885 173113

NRS CARPETS

PAULINE'S
CHILDCARE IN 

LINTON
FOR UNDER FIVES

Ofsted registered
Monday – Friday
Ring for details
01223 891890

GLENWOOD
BOLTS & SCREWS LTD

 www.glenwoodbolts.co.uk

SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY 
FASTENERS, FIXINGS & 
SILVERLINE TOOLS

Unit 2 Lintech Court
The Grip Industrial Estate, Linton 

Cambridge, CB21 4XN
Tel: 01223 892095 / 893931

Fax: 01223 894122

Interior/Exterior Decorating
Fencing, Guttering 

Turfing, Garden Clearance 
Lawn & Hedge Cutting

Decking & Patio Cleaning
Patios & Driveways

Call on 
    (01223) 892889 
or 07973294946

No job too small...

AUTUMN might seem dark and gloomy for grown-ups, but 
for the little ones at Linton Granta playgroup and toddlers 
it’s one of the busiest times of year. In September, playgroup 
leader Michelle Miller and the rest of the team welcomed lots 
of new children joining us for the first time, and it’s been an 
action packed term, from getting out and about in the park 
collecting conkers, to trying lots of delicious Indian food to 
celebrate Diwali. The whole playgroup team are now looking 
forward to Christmas, with all the fun of the festive season.

The annual Christmas fair is from 2-4.30pm on 4th Decem-
ber at Linton Infant school. It’s our first year at this venue and 
promises to be lots of fun, with craft activities for the children, 
refreshments, a tombola and a raffle with fantastic prizes 
from Jade Fountain Chinese restaurant, as well as Linton’s 
very own Dog & Duck and Linton Tandoori. Not forgetting, 
of course, the chance to meet Santa in his grotto. Don’t forget 
to let him know if you’ve been good this year.

Everyone is welcome, so please come along and join the 
fun. 

If you would like to know more about the playgroup or 
toddler group, or come and see us, please visit the website at 
lintongrantaplaygroup.org.uk.

Siobhan Godwood

DECEMBER dates for your diary for the last posting dates before 
Christmas.

Mon 6th  Dec – South and Central Americas, Caribbean,  
  Africa, Middle East, Asia, Far East, Austra-

lia and New Zealand.
Fri 10th  Dec – Eastern Europe, USA and Canada
Mon 13th  Dec – Western Europe
Wed 15th  Dec – UK Standard parcels
Sat 18th  Dec – UK Second class and second class record-

ed and signed for 
Tue 21st  Dec – UK First class and 1st class recorded and 

signed for
Wed 22nd  Dec – UK Parcelforce 48
Thur 23rd  Dec – UK Parcelforce 24 and special delivery 

9am to 1pm
Please remember to address clearly all your mail and make 

sure your package is securely wrapped and sealed for its journey 
in all the winter weathers.

Please ask at the Post Office counter for any advice if you are 
unsure. We’re here to help.

Have a merry Christmas and a prosperous new year from 
everyone at the Linton post office.

Subpostmaster 

Yes, the washing will dry in 
Linton tomorrow

Jim Bacon taking a break 
from all those questions.

Picture by Roger Lapwood

A new venue for the 
Christmas fair

Special delivery from 
the post office

BETWEEN 10am and 12noon on Tuesday 7th December, Chestnut 
playgroup will be holding a drop in open morning at the Cath-
odeon Centre for anyone wishing to come and see what we get 
up to. The open morning will run alongside a normal playgroup 
session and visiting children will be able to get involved in the 
winter wonderland activities on offer. 

From January, the playgroup will begin to take children from 
the age of two and we therefore welcome families with children 
who are already of playgroup age or younger who have an interest 
in registering for the future. Staff and committee members will 
be on hand throughout the open morning to answer any questions 
you may have. 

If you have any questions or wish to register a child in the 
meantime, please make an enquiry through our website at http://
www.chestnutplaygroup.btck.co.uk or call our admissions officer 
Karen Graves on 891416.

Nikki Linsdell 

THE Key Stage 2 SATs exams are an important event at Linton 
Heights junior school. They mark the end of a child’s time at the 
school and although they do not show all that he or she has learned 
during their four years, they give us, and those who inspect us, 
a good indication of how we are performing as a school and in 
giving our pupils a first class education. 

The Key Stage 2 SATs tests take place in May but it is only at 
this time of year that we get the chance to view and compare our 
results with county data, national data and that for counties that 
are deemed to be similar to Cambridgeshire. (These are known 
as our statistical neighbours).

So it was with huge pride that we learned just how well last 
year’s Year 6 pupils performed. We congratulate this group of 
young people who are now in their first year at the village college 
and we wish them further success in their education.  

These results also mark a steady year on year improvement in 
the academic achievement at Linton Heights junior school and 
show the success of the new regime that was brought in by Jen-
nifer Malone, our headteacher, and implemented so successfully 
by the hard working team of staff.  

Congratulations to them all on their inspiring and successful 
teaching.  

Carolyn Babinsky
Chair of Governors 

Linton Heights Junior School

put the washing out. 
The complexity of the 

data meteorologists use, 
collected via a diverse ar-
ray of equipment from the 
traditional weather stations, 
to buoys drifting across the 
Atlantic sending informa-
tion as they go before being 
towed back to America 
again to repeat their cross-
ing, to satellites and balloons 
would baffle most of us. Jim 
daily wades through this 
mass of high quality data to 
see what may be coming our 
way, as well as looking out 
of the office window.

Weather forecasts 
decrease in their accuracy 
the further the speculation 
into the future. This is not 
likely to change despite the 
increase in data and model-
ling power available (due 
to the weather four days 
away not having developed 
anywhere to enable the 

meteorologists to track its 
journey). After all thunder-
storms can, if given unstable 
atmospheric conditions, 
form in as little as five min-
utes. Rather a challenge for 
the forecasters.

Next month all are 
welcome to join us as Ron 
Pearson comes to inspire 
us with confidence with his 
talk on Orchids for Begin-
ners. Ron would be delight-
ed if members and visitors 
bring unusual orchids to 
this meeting. 

This will be our last 
meeting before Christmas 
so the traditional mulled 
wine and mince pies will 
be providing us with some 
festive cheer at 7.30pm on 
Tuesday 14th December in 
the village hall. Any dona-
tions of mince pies would 
be warmly welcomed. Don’t 
forget to bring yourself a 
glass please. Kirsten Newble 892425

lgcsecretary@yahoo.co.uk

Find out about our 
exciting activities

Improvements in SATs 
at junior school

BED  and BREAKFAST
ANN & GEORGE PEAKE

Linton Heights
36 Wheatsheaf Way, Linton

Tel: (01223) 892516
Comfortable & friendly

BED & BREAKFAST
Mrs Monica Clarkson
4 Harefield Rise, Linton

Tel: 01223 892988
Quiet modern bungalow

Families welcome 
No Smoking

A.J. COPELAND & CO.
Chartered Accountants, Linton

Audit, Accountancy, Tax and Consultancy Services
for Business and Individuals

Computerised Self Assessment Tax Return Service

For FREE initial consultation phone 

01799 506602 

website: www.ajcopelandca.co.uk

Email: ajcopeland@compuserve.com
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PLUMBLINE
Plumbing & Heating

RELIABLE COMPETITIVE
FRIENDLY SERVICE

Linton 
01223 893903

Don’t delay call today

Steve Webb
Painter

&

Decorator 
Over 30 years experience

CITY & GUILDS CERTIFICATES

Montford Barn
Horseheath
Tel: 01223 893864
Mobile: 07772991373

 

 

 
 

N.C.H.QUALIFIED 
 

All garden maintenance including: 

 
Weeding – Mowing 

Hedge cutting - Turfing 

Garden clearance 

Shed /fence treatment 

Hard/soft landscaping 

 

 
For a friendly 

professional service  

please call: 
 

 
 

Darryl Tilling 
 

01223 892133 
or 

07981 904895 
07932 021277

B Haylock
Wood Flooring 

&

Carpentry
Supply and installation

Free quotations

Home viewing 
of samples

Mob: 07734057520
Tel: 01223 890418

DACRE LONG
Local Painter and 

Decorator
66 Chalklands, Linton

Professional work to highest 
standard for over 15 years 

Trade and 
Private Customers

Free quotes with written 
specification 

Phone 01223 893176
or 07837513837
Discounts for

Senior Citizens

STUDENTS at Linton Village 
College (LVC) have launched 
a new cookery club with the 
support of Let’s Get Cooking, 
a government funded initia-
tive backed by the Big Lottery 
Fund.

The new club, initially for 
year nine students, meets once 
a month after school to try out 
new recipes, followed by a 
sit-down tasting session where 
students share the dishes they 
have created. At the first ses-
sion on 19th October, students 
prepared chicken biryani fol-
lowed by poached pears in 
orange juice.

“The aim of Let’s Get Cook-
ing is to promote cookery skills 
and encourage students to take 
recipes home to increase the 
amount of home cooking that 
takes place. After the first ses-
sion, the students all wanted 
to take the recipe home to try 
it out with their families,” said 
Rebecca Landshoff, a teacher 
of food technology at LVC.

“I like the way we can just 
cook. We don’t have to write 
anything down like we do in 
lessons so it doesn’t feel like 
work,” said George Smith, 
13.

“It was good to sit down and 
try the food and talk about it 
afterwards, and discuss what 
sort of food we want to cook 
in the future,” said Annie Smith 
also 13.

Tony Kelly

THE Darryl Nantais Gallery at 59 High Street launched its Christ-
mas Exhibition on Friday 26th November, and it will continue 
throughout December.

This year’s exhibition includes a wonderful collection of 
prints and paintings, many of which capture delightful winter 
scenes. There is a wide range of pottery and glassware available 
which also make great presents. This year the gallery has intro-
duced a selection of beautiful handmade Christmas decorations 
including cushions, framed cards and lovely scented hanging 
decorations.

It is wonderful to be able to find such a wide selection of special, 
individual pieces all in one place. You will always receive a warm 
welcome at this friendly local gallery. The exhibition continues 
until 3pm on Friday 24th December. The Gallery is open Tuesday 
to Friday from 10am to 3pm and Saturday from 12 to 4pm.

Karl Backhurst
891289

www.nantais-gallery.co.uk

SUE HUGHES spent part of  
her working life teaching in 
Zambia and Kuwait and for 10 
years was at the Infant school 
in Linton.

She then moved on to the 
Bell Language School in Saf-
fron Walden and taught Eng-
lish as a foreign language to 
students and trained primary 
teachers and trainers from 
overseas until the Bell School 
closed in 2005.  Retirement 
beckoned and work of a dif-
ferent kind involving music, 
dance and animal rights fol-
lowed.

Sue loves the theatre and es-
pecially contemporary dance, 
which she used to teach at 
evening classes at Linton vil-
lage college. She is a member 
of Linton Music Society and 
also enjoys world music.

Every year she goes with 
her sisters to WOMAD, the 
world music festival, which 
always rekindles memories of 
Africa and the Middle East.  
Sue says she is especially nos-
talgic about Africa and since 
leaving she has been back 
twice, and would love to take 
her two daughters to the place 
where they grew up.

Animals are an important 
part of Sue’s life and last year 
she was given the opportunity 
to occupy the famous fourth 
plinth in Trafalgar Square, 
where she asked the question: 
“What do we want for the ani-
mals?”  Sue hopes for a world 
where animals are no longer 
seen as commodities but are 
valued for their intrinsic 
worth; a world where all spe-
cies are afforded the respect 
and compassion we show our 
companion animals.

In your own time .....

Sue has campaigned for 
many years against factory 
farming, but was never able to 
come to terms with the slaugh-
ter of young animals regard-
less of how they were reared 
so became a vegetarian.

After seeing two-week-old 
calves destined for export 
from Brightlingsea, Sue knew 
she had to adopt a vegan life-
style and says: “Every time 
a cow gives birth her calf is 
taken from her in order for 
us to have the milk meant for 
her baby.  The separation of 
mother and calf is distressing 
for both.”

Information stalls, national 
marches, demonstrations, 
talks  in schools and col-
leges, vegan catering and 
charity fund-raising keep 
Sue busy in her campaign 
for animal rights. She says: 
“Reading reports and watch-
ing distressing filmed footage 
is never easy, but it is vital 

Christmas exhibition

Lottery funds 
cookery 
classes

Students learn about different flavours
Picture by Tony Kelly

to ensure our information is 
accurate.”  

However, there are heart-
warming times too. In India, 
Sue was privileged to visit two 
sanctuaries for rescued danc-
ing bears run by Wildlife SOS.  
She was amazed that these 
beautiful creatures, who had 
suffered so much trauma and 
mutilation could ever trust 
man again, but nourished 
and healed they do learn to 
and when they feel secure 
and contented they hum.  Sue 
said: “Listening to this beau-
tiful sound and being told the 
bears must trust me was a 
very special and wonderful 
experience.”

LNT

Sue the ardent campaigner taking a break in her home
Picture by Georgina Page

TAILS n Scales have just celebrated a successful first year 
of trading on the Grip.

Local owners Dave Darling and Claire Turner are de-
lighted with the response so far and wish to thank all their 
loyal customers for their support.

Their philosophy is service with a smile with a strong 
emphasis on animal welfare and customer relations.

Open seven days a week with an expanding stock range 
they are happy to source items for you and if need be deliver 
and install them too.

You can be confident of honest advice with no pressure 
to purchase items you do not need.

The couple encourage you to browse at your own leisure 
and are happy to let you view the animals particularly 
Kermit the green iguana who loves to be stroked and the 
shyer Yemen the chameleon.  

So if you wish to spoil a much loved pet this Christmas 
or purchase a new pet to share your home they offer a 
warm welcome and a wealth of knowledge to care for your 
needs.

Judith Rouse

Still strong after one year

 



 


 

 











CHIROPODIST
 Sharon Bennett 

M Inst Ch P
At Linton 

Complementary 
Health Centre

2b Bartlow Road
Linton

 07810756134
Member of the 

Health Professions 
Council

www.lintonhealth.co.uk

HYPATIA is showing her young niece Euterpe  the squares of 
2 digit numbers. Euterpe then said that she had found a way of 
squaring 2 digit numbers faster than using a calculator. Asked 
to explain how, she said that she reversed the digits and placed 
a digit on the end which is the sum of the other 2 digits.

Hypatia then said that this does not work for most 2 digit 
numbers. What number had Euterpe discovered? 

 
Solution  to No.70 – Simple Questions?
 

a) Babylonian system is a number system based on 60. Used 
in time & trigonometry.

b) Triangles only have 180 deg. internal on a flat surface. On 
a curved surface they are greater if convex (eg. surface 
of the earth) & less if concave (inside a sphere).

c) Believe it if you can; they are the same.
d) A little bit of elementary algebra allows the square pe-

rimeter to be greater.
e) A = 11449 = 107^2   B = 11881 = 109^2  C = 19881 = 

141^2
A simple computer program helps to find the numbers!

Page 5

POT POURRI (71)

Reverse a square?

Unit 1. Lintech Court. The Grip. Linton. Cambridge. CB21 4XN

www.tails-n-scales.co.uk
Phone: 01223 893508  E-Mail: enquires@tails-n-scales.co.uk
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Chef’s corner
Sausage and bean casserole

Roses
Beauty Salon
W E S T  W R AT T I N G

Facials,  Electrolysis,  
Waxing, Manicures,  

Pedicures,  Massage, 
Eyelash Tint ,  Ear Piercing. 

Mobi le service avai lable
Rene Guinot Agent

Tel Carol
01223 290492

or 07860 810689

Russells Estate Agents
‘We Let Our Boards Speak For Themselves

Sales & Lettings 
properties required in 

LINTON.
Call Glenn Coombe

 at the Sawston Office on

01223 837473

Email us at 
  sawston@russellres.co.uk
  Website: www.russellres.co.uk

KJL Roofing
All roofing repairs, lead-

work, renewal of pitched or 
flat roofs

New guttering, 
repairs/unblocking

Free estimates before any 
work commenced

25 years + Experience

Tel: 01223 892542
Mob: 07958 618440

ECLIPSE, the unique and 
compelling group that mixes 
the luscious sounds of the ba-
roque era with the rhythms 
and drama of flamenco are 
set to perform an exciting 
Christmas inspired pro-
gramme for the Linton Music 
Society. 

Eclipse are perhaps best 
known for their renditions 
of the Tarantella, a fast and 
rhythmical Spanish dance 
which was once thought to 
help cure the victims of ta-
rantula bites. 

The programme also fea-
tures exhilarating Christmas 
songs, lyrical ensemble pieces 

Christmas fiesta by 
Eclipse

This compelling group is ready to entertain you
Picture supplied by Eclipse

   Serves 6

Ingredients:

7 tbsp olive oil
1 red onion, chopped
2 cloves garlic, chopped
1 red chilli, deseeded and chopped
2x400g (14oz) tins plum tomatoes
410g (14oz) tin canellini beans
Salt and freshly ground black pepper
12 good quality pork sausages

Method

To make the tomato sauce, heat 6 tbsp of the oil in a frying 
pan, add the onion and cook over a medium heat for 8-10 minutes, 
then add the garlic and chilli and cook for a further two minutes. 
Be careful not to burn the garlic.

Add the tomatoes, reduce the heat and simmer, stirring regu-
larly, until the sauce is thick, about 50 minutes.

Heat the remaining oil in a frying pan, add the sausages and 
brown all over. Drain on kitchen towel and set aside. 

Add the drained and rinsed beans and the sausages to the 
tomato sauce and stir to combine. Cook for about 15 minutes, 
until the beans are soft and tender (but not mushy), the sausages 
are cooked through and the sauce is rich and thick. Season with 
salt and freshly ground black pepper and sprinkle with torn sage 
leaves to serve.

Jan Lupton

THE trustees of the Charles and 
Mary Anderson Benefaction 
would be pleased to receive 
applications for grants from the 
benefaction for distribution in 
2011. The aims of the charity 
are as follows:

To support the work of St 
Mary’s church.

To promote education and 
any other charitable purposes 
“for the benefit of those living 
in or resorting to Linton”.

Ten grants were made in 
2010 ranging in value from 
£100 to £4300 covering varied 
activities supporting a wide 
range of ages/groups across 
the community.

This year the trust requires 
applicants to complete a form 
which should be requested from 
David Parry-Smith, Chairman 
of the Trustees, on 894715 or by 
email from the address below. 

The deadline for receipt of 
applications at The Copse, 25A 
Back Road, Linton, CB21 4LG 
is Thursday 10th February 2011. 
Email applications to Ander-
son@parry-smith.co.uk.

The trustees will be meet-
ing in early March 2011 and 
will let all applicants know 
the outcome shortly after the 
meeting.
David Parry-Smith 894715 WHEN I was at school, Monty Python ran a “vocational 

counselling” sketch in which counsellor John Cleese tells Mr 
Anchovy:

“Our experts describe you as an appallingly dull fellow, 
unimaginative, timid, lacking in initiative, spineless, tedious 
company and irrepressibly drab and awful. And whereas in most 
professions these would be considerable drawbacks, in chartered 
accountancy they are a positive boon.”

For several months the lads and I used the expression chartered 
accountant, spoken in the voice of Gumby (remember him?) to 
describe anyone who was a bit boring.

Thirty-five years on, and after twenty years as an accountant, 
I’d like to think I may finally have proven Cleese wrong.

I suppose the problem is that whether we like it or not, the 
world needs accountants. Even if you don’t need one directly, 
an accountant is involved somewhere along the line in all the 
money you earn in your lifetime, let alone just about everything 
that surrounds you.

So, don’t be harsh on us; we do some quite important things, 
really. If you need an accountant, give us a call – we might be 
more interesting than you think. 

More information can be obtained from our advert below or 
at www.TPaccounts.co.uk.

What have accountants ever 
done for you?

Tim Phillips, the 
author of this article 

and owner of the 
accountancy business

TIM PHILLIPS & Co.
Accountants

Established 1991

Independent, specialist service for:

Small Business • Self Assessment
Personal Taxation

Free initial consultation – no obligation
EASY, FREE PARKING

Copley Hill Business Park, Cambridge Rd., Babraham

Off A1307 between Wandlebury and Babraham

Tel: 01223 830044. www.tpaccounts.co.uk

Picture supplied by
Tim Phillips

Anderson 
Trust grants

and brilliant improvisations 
on harps, recorders, flamenco 
voice and percussion. It will 
be a seasonal feast for the 
senses.

Catherine Bott of the Early 
Music Show on BBC Radio 
3 said, “Very, very exciting! 
We were all at the edge of our 
seats in a very good way”  and 
In Tune BBC Radio 4 said, “ 
Come and play for us every 
day”.

Eclipse will be performing 
at Linton parish church at 
7.30pm on Saturday 4th De-
cember.  Tickets are available 
on the door or in advance from 
Sweet Talk News on the High 
Street, tel  893480.

Linton Music Society

HOW many people do you 
think were at Linton fireworks?  
“Probably about 5,000” said 
chair of the fireworks commit-
tee, Andrew Clark. “We were 
delighted that so many people 
turned up on the night and we 
hope they enjoyed watching the 
display as much as we enjoyed 
organising it.” 

“We wanted to create a 
respectful tribute, not a Dad’s 
Army take-off, to mark 70 
years since the Battle of Brit-
ain.” 

The show started with 
searchlights, air raid sirens 
and the well known Battle of 
Britain tribute by Sir Winston 
Churchill. The theme was 
suggested by the only lady on 
the fireworks committee, Ali-
son Walker, at a meeting last 
summer.  Committee members 
took responsibility for differ-
ent components – organising 
the military band music includ-
ing the Dambusters March 
and 633 Squadron, the sound 

and popular light music with 
Glenn Miller and his band 
from World War II, finding 
the searchlights and recording 
appropriate sound effects.

Once again Camgrain spon-
sored the cost of fireworks.  
The Crown and Dog & Duck 
sponsored the searchlights.  
Landscape gardeners JW 
Landscapes of Hadstock, the 
Timefinder Agency and  the 
Vintage Fabric Market of 
Castle Camps helped defray 
additional costs of the dis-
play. 

The effects were excellent 
with the crowd standing qui-
etly through the introduction, 
some singing along to the 
popular music and everyone 
enjoying the 20 minute long 
firework display.

In addition to purchasing 
tickets, buying drinks, light 
glows and burgers, the crowd 
generously donated £540 to 
Help for Heroes.

The wide range of volun-

teers, from the ten committee 
members to the helpers orga-
nising the bonfire, fireworks, 
the field workers, sales groups, 
ATC, police and firemen are 

Display inspired by the Battle of Britain

The guys are lined up ready to meet their fate on the bonfire
Picture by Suzette Gibbs

WE had a jolly time scrabbling 
around under the bells last 
week, fitting the leather muffles 
which are used to half-muffle 
the bells for Remembrance 
Day ringing. On the day itself, 
we rang as usual for morning 
service then again at 2pm for 
the Remembrance Service. We 
rang something called ‘Whole 
Pull Plain Hunt’ which involves 
ringing two blows in each place 
rather than one. 
   When the bells are half-muffled 
this gives a lovely echo effect 
as each row of six changes is 
immediately followed by an 
exact repeat of the order but 
with the blows muffled by the 
leather pads. 

Things are hotting up in the 
tower (metaphorically only 
I’m afraid) as we get closer to 
Christmas. We are getting ex-
cited about all the ringing op-
portunities which will present 
themselves during December, 
culminating in our usual tradi-
tion of ringing in the new year.

As always, if you are inter-
ested in learning to ring, please 
call me or just come along at 
7.30pm on any Wednesday 
evening.

    Jackie Latham
890898

News 
from the 

tower

all to be congratulated and 
thanked for another excellent 
village show.

Kate France
891602

The Dog & Duck
63 High Street, Linton

Tel: 01223 891257

Open all day – every day
Families with children are more than welcome, 

Belma, Zack and staff wish all our customers 
a very happy Christmas.

We are planning to stay in this lovely village and can 
assure you of a warm welcome in the New Year    

Look out for our Christmas Menu
http://www.dogandducklinton.co.uk
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A Member Of Sesame limited Which is Regulated By The Financial Services Authority
YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP THE PAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE, OR ANY OTHER LOAN

SECURED UPON IT.  WRITTEN DETAILS ON REQUEST

Ian Cross  DipPFS
01223 892821

email: Chapelifa@btinternet.com
De-Salis House, 6 Hillway Linton, Cambs, CB21 4JE

Independent Financial Advisers
SPECIALIST ADVICE ON

Pensions - Investments - Mortgages - Protection
Personal Financial Planning

FREE Initial Consultation & Without Obligation

• FITTED KITCHENS /
 BEDROOMS /WARDROBES
• CABINET MAKERS
• BESPOKE JOINERY
• DOORS / WINDOWS / STAIRS
• WOODEN FLOORING
• CONSERVATORIES
• EXTENSIONS / REFURBISHMENTS

FREE
COMPETITIVE

ESTIMATES

Tel.: 01223 890600 Mobile: 07802 885390 

Watkins Joinery

20 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE 
INSURANCE WORK 

UNDERTAKEN

colin.watkins@keme.co.uk

Discreet Pest Prevention & Control

A J PEST CONTROL
FAST AND EFFECTIVE
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
COMMERCIAL - DOMESTIC - AGRICULTURAL

 Wasps, Hornets &Flies   Bird Control
 Mice and Rats    Squirrels and Rabbits
 Fleas, Bed Bugs and Ants  Cockroaches

Based in Linton
Contact: 01223 530988 or 07855478824
www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk

National Pest Technicians Association

Watch batteries and straps fitted while you wait.
Jewellery repairs including sizing and polishing.

All repair work carried out on the premises by a 
professional with 40 years experience.

We stock a selection of:
Silver Jewellery • Photo Frames • 
Collectables • Toiletries • 
Greeting Cards • Gift Wrap

61 HIGH STREET, LINTON, CAMBRIDGE, CB21 4HS
TEL: 01223 894225

We stock a selection of:
Silver Jewellery • Photo Frames • 
Collectables • Toiletries • 
Greeting Cards • Gift Wrap
See our collection of gifts for 
Christmas

DURING the last weekend 
in October, 16 young people 
from The Beacon Community 
Trust youth group, IMPACT, 
spent the weekend living in 
a slum.

They went without all luxu-
ries including mobile phones, 
make-up, hot water, beds and 
they lived on just two small 
portions of lentils and rice a 
day. Activities included litter 
picking and leaf sweeping 
around the village, wrapping 
and packing 100 shoeboxes 
for Operation Christmas 
Child (the contents of which 
were generously donated by 
Penny Cook) and hosting a 
slum cafe. Rhiann Turner, 
aged 13, said, “The weekend 
was really tiring and parts 
of it were really hard. The 
conditions some people live 
in are much worse than I 
thought they were.”

All the IMPACT leaders 
agreed that it was a privilege 
to work with these amazing 
young people who chose to 
sacrifice their own comfort 
(and some would say necessi-
ties) for the weekend because 
they care enough about the 
people across the world who 
live with poverty and the ef-
fects of poverty every day.

Becky Cox, aged 13, said, 
“I feel like I have done some-
thing better for the world, I 
feel like I have raised aware-
ness which is key to helping 
these people who live in such 
poor conditions”

The support for Slum 

SAWSTON’S performing arts 
school runs on Friday evenings 
at the Sawston Free Church, 
from 4.30–6.30pm for those 
aged six to nine years and 
4.20–7.20pm for 10 to 18 year 
olds. After Christmas a new 
class for six to eight year olds 
will be starting.

On a weekend in November 
several of our Linton students 
had the exciting project of en-
tering for the Haverhill Speech 
and Drama festival which is 
attached to the National Fed-
eration of Festivals with the 
Queen as its patron. 

Our students entered in 
many different classes in-

JAY Wright, manager of Symonds House nursing home, has won 
the 2010 eastern region Care Home Registered Manager award 
organised by Great British Care Awards Ltd.

The senior staff nurse and two other members of staff at 
Symonds House recommended Mrs Wright for the award. This, 
coupled with a wide body of evidence of commitment, experi-
ence and work ensured that Mrs Wright was invited to attend a 
selection day in Cambridge in June. Here she demonstrated a high 
level of expertise with exceptional skills in the complex business 
of managing a care home.

Mrs Wright was subsequently invited to a dinner at the Duxford 
Imperial War Museum on 29th October where winners of the 14 
selected awards for the eastern region were announced. As winner 
of her section, Mrs Wright was presented with a free standing 
glass plaque by Holby City  actor Mark Moraghan.

LNT

IT’S party time again, and every year thousands of guests flock to 
Chilford Hall Vineyard and Conference Centre in Linton to attend 
the venue’s sensational Christmas and New Year’s Eve parties. 

This year’s live music entertainment includes jamming funk 
band Booga’s Electric Sauce, girl power pop group tribute band 
Girlsworld, classic 70s Abba tribute band The ABBA Queens, 
Queen tribute band and Indy award nominated band Bijoumiyo, 
playing progressive rock, soul, jazz and funk.

The ticket price is fantastic value for money and includes 
a welcome drink and half a bottle of house wine per person, a 
traditional Suffolk turkey three course dinner followed by coffee 
and mince pies, and a live band and floor filler disco tunes from 
resident DJ Tim Spicer until 2am.

Chilford Hall’s successful New Year’s Eve after dinner party 
will be a late evening event starting at 9pm, with a welcome drink, 
light finger buffet, live band, disco and casino.

Glen Mejias, director and general manager of Chilford Hall 
says, “Every year guests celebrating Christmas and New Year at 
Chilford are able to enjoy a superb variety of exciting parties at 
affordable prices. Chilford Hall’s electric party atmosphere with 
festively decorated traditional halls, delicious food and wine and 
fantastic live entertainment will definitely make your Christmas 
party a night to remember!” 

To book Christmas party night tickets or to find out more about 
holding an event at Chilford Hall please contact the team.

Laura Hazell, PR Director 895600
events@chilfordhall.co.uk

Survivor was incredible; 60 
people from the village came 
to the slum cafe for a taster 
of lentils and rice and many 
more came to visit the slums. 
Linton Co-op donated all 
the bread for the slum dwell-
ers final meal together, UAP 
Ltd (a leading distributor of 
crop production products 
and provider of agronomy 

Local youth group raises over £1,000 for 
Soul Action by surviving the slum

Abby Munday, Hannah Rice, Zoe Turner and Rebecca Savill sweeping leaves around the 
village Picture by Nicole Tweed

Jay demonstrates the 
Wright way to manage

LOCALLY based business Dynamics Gymnastics has been 
running classes taught by British Gymnastics qualified coaches 
for children aged  four years – 16 years at Linton village college 
on Monday evenings since 2004. 

The recent opening of the new gymnasium at the village col-
lege has allowed the business the opportunity to expand from 
two sessions a week to three sessions and therefore has spaces 
available in the 6.30 – 7.30pm class for beginners or experienced 
children aged nine upwards for the first time.

Class manager Viktoria Vadne Markovics would welcome 
enquiries from anyone with children interested in joining this 
class or anyone with younger children interested in joining the 
waiting list for the earlier classes.

Viktoria can be contacted by email on info@dynamicsgym-
nastics.co.uk or by phone on 07775 428820. Alternatively, for 
more information on class times, costs etc please view the 
Dynamics Gymnastics website at www.dynamicsgymnastics.
co.uk

Nikki Linsdell

Looking for budding young
gymnasts to join the class

One of the halls decorated for the festivities
Picture supplied by Chilford Hall

Christmas and New Year’s Eve 
parties at Chilford Hall

For youngsters who want to 
act, look no further

support services to arable, 
fruit, and vegetable grow-
ers), donated and delivered 
60 pallets which were used 
for building the slum huts 
and countless volunteers gave 
their time and skill to make 
this weekend happen. 

We have yet to calculate 
the amount of money raised 
for Soul Action, who support 

some of the poorest com-
munities worldwide, but it is 
already over £1000 with much 
more money still to come 
in. You can still sponsor the 
young people online at www.
justgiving.com/lintonslum-
survivor.

Louise Rose
893289

 louise@adrian-rose.com

cluding poetry, Shakespeare, 
acting, mime, duologues, and 
group scenes. All these classes 
were run on the stage of the 
Arts Council Building with a 
specialist adjudicator. These 
classes are competitive and 
give all students a chance to see 
what they could do on stage in 
front of an audience. Trophies 
were won in the various sec-
tions and members of the public 
watched the classes which went 
on all weekend.

For more information on 
new or existing classes please 
contact me.

 Frances Wyse, 832288
frances.wyse@btinternet.com
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The Derbyshire 
Post The Way We Were

by Garth Collard

S/1209/10 Dr & Mrs J Silverman, 23 Green Lane, Linton.
 Extension.
S/1703/10 Linton Village College, Cambridge Road, Linton.
 Erection of cricket nets and frame.
S/1526/10 Mr L. Westlake, 28 Dovehouse Close, Linton.
 Conservatory.
S/1531/10 Mr. D. Pett, 23 Mill Lane, Linton.
 Extension.
S/1573/10 Mr and Mrs A. Walsh, 17 Coles Lane, Linton.
 Extension and alteration to dwelling.

December 2010

WE are certainly blessed in Linton with an abundance of wild-
life that most of us just take for granted.  When I watch nature 
programmes on television, I think to myself how often I have 
seen this or that creature around here. We have an eclectic ar-
ray of plants and wildflowers that attract the birds and insects 
in the meadows and parks around the village and of course the 
gentle flow of the Granta that attracts the kingfisher, heron and 
wildfowl.

The Granta is also the breeding ground for the nastys of the 
insect world, the mosquito. Okay the problem may not be as bad 
as at the lochs in Scotland with their midges or the catastrophic 
effect they have in the tropics, but they can ruin a pleasant eve-
ning walk around pocket park.

 It is always nice to see the swifts and swallows swooping to 
gulp up these little biters but my favourite sight is the scourge 
of the mosquito, the dragonfly.

I am no expert on this subject and I could be looking at the 

LINTON COUNTRY DIARY by Ian Storey

CB21 4XN

SPRINGFIELD HOUSE
14/16 Horn Lane, Linton

BREAKFAST

Tel 01223 891383

Regency house near Church,
River views from bedrooms &
guest lounge.

BED &

BED AND 
 BREAKFAST

BAKERY COTTAGE  
WEST WRATTING 

CAMBRIDGE 
CB21 5LU

also
Cottage and Converted 

Barn to rent for holidays, 
weekends and short breaks. 

sleeping 6 and 4 people
         Tel Carol on

01223 290492
07860 810689

 Opportunity awaits
We provide a professional and friendly recruitment 
service to Haverhill and the surrounding villages. If 
you are looking for short term temporary work or 
if you are looking for the next step on your career 
ladder then call us today or email your CV to: jobs@
cremrecruitment.co.uk

www.cremrecruitment.co.uk
Contact Colin Saunders or Tom McKenzie 

on: 01440 708833

⇒ Industrial
⇒ Administration
⇒ Secretarial
⇒ Accounts
⇒ Sales
⇒ Customer Service
⇒ Engineering

Michael Crawley
Car Sales

Check out our great 
range of reliable 

used cars at www.
michaelcrawleycarsales.

co.uk or visit
  Unit 7 

Moonhall Business Park
Helions Bumpstead Rd

Haverhill CB9 7AA 
tel.01440 706707

mob. 07836220658

THE physical appearance of the college has changed a good 
deal in recent months with the opening of the Newton Build-
ing and the steelworks of the new concourse area is quickly 
taking shape. We are shortly to lose another distinctive 
feature of our building over the next few weeks and that 
is the millennium sculpture project work that adorns the 
walls of the Pegasus Room by reception.   

The sculpture is in contravention of existing planning 
laws for the listed building and we have been instructed to 
remove it by South Cambs district council. Although this is 
a great pity, the sculpture itself has degraded considerably, 
so it is probably the right decision but I am mindful of the 
fact that the work is valued by many in the community and 
highly so by those involved in the Linton arts forum project 
that supported the work at its inception.

The aim of the sculpture project was to replace the signs 
on the exterior wall with a more sculptural visual version and 
so it included objects cast in cement with letters and arrows 
etched on slate. The objects chosen were keyboards, bells, 
trainers, ledgers and instruments. A lovely opening event 
was held on 15th October 2000 and the project formed part 
of a millennium tribute located at different sites including 
the Infant school, the Heights and Linton library.

Sadly, when we remove the pieces they will not survive  as 
they were fixed to the wall by screws hidden with filler.

 However, we will be able to ensure that the concepts 
behind the work live on in a new shape: a transformation 
which forms part of the heritage project co-ordinated by 
Lesley Morgan our Arts Development manager. Clare Sin-
clair, an artist who works in glass, has been commissioned 
to produce a piece to sit in the foyer of our new reception 
when it opens in 2011. 

The work will also have the idea of objects of significance 
to learning embedded within it and will highlight some of the 
archaeological findings that have formed part of the heritage 
project. Having seen the work that Clare has produced for 
the foyer in Cambridge regional college I am certain that 
the piece will be a stunning addition to our site.

Caroline Derbyshire
Principal

IT was a welcome sight to see 
Linton’s third police station 
open in office at the fire station 
building. This site was origi-
nally called Hullocks Close 
after the tenant of the land in 
1600. By the 18th century it 
was called Town End Close. 
The site was at the end of the 
High Street. Linton was called 
a town up to the end of the 19th 
century.

When the police office is 
manned, (there are as yet no 
opening times), I hope that 
motorists parking on double 
yellow lines, blocking the view 
of vehicles exiting Back Road, 
will be prosecuted.  Maybe an 
officer could walk to the Co-op 
and book the lazy motorists 
who park on double yellow 
lines, blocking the view of ve-
hicles exiting Green Lane.

The second police station 
was built on the Cambridge 
Road between 1956 and 1958.  
That station was rarely open 
and the police houses have 
now been sold off to a housing 
association.  

When that station was built 
a constable started at £510 a 
year and his pay rose to £795. 
A sergeant’s pay ranged from 
£745 to £795. An inspector 
earned from £855 to £1930 

a year.  The county stated that 
the chief constable’s pay should 
never be more than ten times 
that of a constable. How times 
have changed.

There were four police houses 
on the site and even when I came 
to Linton in 1978 we often saw an 
officer patrolling the village

The first police station in Sy-
monds Lane, now called the Old 
Courthouse (No 25) was built in 
1855 and was used for just over 
100 years. There were ten police-
men manning the station under 

the control of a superintendent.  
These officers also patrolled 
the surrounding villages on 
their bicycles. 

 A few of the villages 
had small police stations 
with accommodation. Cam-
bridgeshire built three district 
police stations and the Linton 
building is the only one that 
remains. Perhaps it should 
therefore become a listed 
building.

The Symonds Lane build-
ing had several cells for 

damselfly. When in flight they can look very similar, but  their 
insatiable appetite remains the same. They have some fantastic 
names too, like the black tailed skimmer, red veined darter and 
four spotted chaser. 

There are probably a dozen to twenty different common 
species in the UK with many more rare ones dotted around.  
Usually we only get the chance to see a passing glimpse so 
identifying them is not easy to an untrained eye.

They are characterised by their two pairs of transparent 
wings that beat independently giving them exceptional agility 
and speed, allowing them to hover and move in any direction 
with an incredible turn of speed.

They also have multifaceted eyes capable of picking up 
the slightest movement around the marshy environment they 
dwell in. This means they can also catch virtually any insect 
that comes into view which is handy in the winter when, 
thankfully, the mozzie is not so abundant.

Thankfully those nasty little biters have a number of predators

JUSTIN PEARSON
Reliable, High Quality 

Painter & Decorator
for Interiors & Exteriors 

Free Estimates
Tel 01223 565310

Mobile 0775 2469130

The good old days when ten policemen patrolled the village  

The magistrates court and police station was built in 1855 
for £1040.

Picture supplied by Garth Collard.

short term petty offenders 
who served their time on the 
site. Juvenile offenders were 
birched at the station, usually 
by their parents and failing that 
by an officer.

More serious offenders 
were escorted across the wood-
en bridge  (destroyed by  floods 
in 1968)  connecting the police 
station to the recreation ground  
to catch the train at Linton  
railway station for trial at the 
Cambridge Quarter sessions 
held on the present Shire Hall 
site.

In the mid 19th century 
many convicted prisoners 
were brought from Cambridge 
and  publicly  whipped in  the 
Linton market square. Petty 
criminals were locked in the 
pillory in  the square where 
local people could pelt them 
with fruit or anything else that 
came to hand. The idea was to 
humiliate them in public. This 
punishment usually stopped 
them re-offending.

 It seems to me that the 
perpetrators of so called anti-
social behaviour would stop 
their activities if such a pun-
ishment was still in force,  
although I expect that some 
of my right wing views will 
offend some readers.

Proud sponsors of LVCC 
and LGFC wish all our 
customers and friends a 

happy and healthy Christmas.
Traditional and energy 

efficient bespoke joinery 
Sliding sash windows and 

staircases and fully opening 
bi-fold doors made to order

Tel: 01799 550122

Rouse
 Joinery Ltd

A “Linton in Winter” Scene
From an original painting by local artist Neil Gardner.

Email: neilgardner46@hotmail.com   Website: www.neilgardnerart.co.uk

All proceeds from the sale of this card will go directly to support children playing cricket in Linton.

LVCC Christmas Card.indd   1 22/11/10   11:20:52

A “Linton in Winter” Scene
From an original painting by local artist Neil Gardner.

Email: neilgardner46@hotmail.com   Website: www.neilgardnerart.co.uk

All proceeds from the sale of this card will go directly to support children playing cricket in Linton.

LVCC Christmas Card.indd   1 22/11/10   11:20:52

Christmas Cards 
“Linton in Winter”
from an original painting 

by local artist Neil Gardner

All proceeds from the 
sale of this card will 

go to support children 
playing cricket in 

Linton 
£8 for 20 

Tel: 01223 891499



MALLYON & DONALDSON
Linton

Specialising in both Modern and

Traditional building methods.

Tel: 01223 891267
Mob: 07941 220868

All contracts finished to a high standard.
Reliable service. Local references available.

N. CLAXTON
Painting & Decorating

and 
Property Maintenance

FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: 01223 893487
Mobile: 07724073045

 e-mail:

n.claxton925@btinternet.com

Monday 8:30am - 6pm
Tuesday 9:00am - 6pm
Wednesday 9:00am - 8pm
Thursday 9:00am - 8pm
Friday  8:30am - 6pm
Saturday 8:00am - 3pm

Wednesday - Thursday
Traditional Hot towel wet shave 
call to book an appointment.

Special rates for senior citizens Monday to Friday

Fully air conditioned

Nina, Carl and Laura welcome you to GARAGE
DOORS

SERVICED-REPAIRED
REPLACED

Spares for all makes
Free Estimate, Brochures

and Advice
Steel – GRP – Timber

Sectional single or double skin
Roller Doors

A.B.C. Garage Door Systems
Telephone 01223 893798
or mobile 07774 499537

www.garagedoorsabc.co.uk
email@garagedoorsabc.co.uk
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Parish Council Matters

LINTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Linton Village Hall, Coles Lane, Linton, 

Cambridge CB21 4JS Tel: 891001 
 

Clerk to the council – Mrs Sue Parry 
 Email: lintonpc@btconnect.com

Website: www.lintoncambridgeshire-pc.gov.uk
Office hours: Monday 9am–12noon and 
4–5.30pm, Tuesday–Friday 9am–12noon 

Or by appointment 
Dates for full council meetings:

December 2nd 2010, January 6th and 20th 2011
All meetings held at the Cathodeon centre 

following the public forum commencing at 8pm

THE recreation ground is a 
lovely facility for everyone. It 
is regularly used for football, 
cricket, bowling, dog walking, 
skateboarding, children using 
the play and adventure equip-
ment and of course, just playing 
and relaxing. In lovely weather 
many families picnic whilst 
young and old paddle in the 
river. And then there is also the 
good facility for Linton Action 
for Youth.

There are five entrances 
to the recreation ground and 
currently only three entrances 
display signs reminding people 
to keep their dogs on leads. 
This is inconsistent and confus-
ing. During the parish council 
meeting on the 7th October a 
proposal was put forward that 
all five entrances should display 
this sign. 

A discussion was held and 
the council felt it would be bet-
ter if each entrance displayed 
a sign reading ‘Dogs must be 
kept under control at all times.’ 
And the current signs to be 
removed.

It will then be the responsi-
bility of the dog owners to keep 

IT has recently been reported to the parish council that a pedes-
trian, when leaving the veterinary practice in the High Street, was 
knocked to the ground by a male cyclist as she stepped on to the 
pavement. Not only was the cyclist illegally riding his bike on 
the pavement he was also travelling in the wrong direction on a 
one way street. 

This incident has been reported to the police as it is illegal to 
cycle on the pavement and could result in prosecution. 

I would also point out that if a victim were to be injured the  
cyclist could face a civil claim for compensation in the county 
court for damages to the injured person. This could be a consider-
able amount of money especially if the injured person was unable 
to work for some time and received a permanent disability. If 
cyclists are not insured they will have to pay any compensation 
that is awarded out of their own pocket.

Cllr David Champion

One way right way

their dogs on leads when it is 
appropriate. 

Hopefully boisterous dogs 
would be controlled from run-
ning around where young chil-
dren are playing. The safety of 
our children is very important. 
Having the new signs at all 
entrances will enable parents to 
speak with a dog owner if they 
feel it is appropriate.

The current ruling about 
keeping dogs out of the en-
closed play area for small 
children remains.

Concerning dog fouling, 
when a dog is off the lead it 
is often difficult for the owner 
to see where their dog has 
‘messed’. Dog owners please 
try and keep a vigilant eye and 
clear the mess up. Someone 
else has to check and clean 
the football and cricket areas 
before any games. The same 
with the children’s play area. 
Not a nice task. 

The parish council would 
like to hear from anyone who 
has any opinion on this. Please 
contact the parish council office 
by Friday 31st December.

Cllr Trysha Hunt

FOR those avid readers of Parish Council Matters and Coun-
cilminutescouncilminutes you will have seen items relating to 
proposed improvements to the sports pavilion. As the council has 
had enquiries as to what improvements are being made I thought 
it would be good to give you more details. 

Some time ago Cambs Football Association requested that all 
sports facilities should have separate changing areas. Additionally 
the officials should not have to go through either of the teams 
changing facilities. Linton’s pavilion did not match this criteria as 
the referees room was only accessible through the home or away 
dressing rooms. To allow Linton to continue to play league matches 
a new door was put into the front of the pavilion building and the 
old exit door for the away team was filled in. This gave the two 
teams and referees straight access to their changing areas, albeit 
via one door then through separate doors to each changing area. 
It is also a requirement to have separate shower facilities for the 
home and away teams and referee. At the moment there is only 
one shower area. The toilets have for a long time now needed 
upgrading and there is not a proper disabled toilet, the general 
public also have to use the same small toilets.

On another matter, further to inspections by environmental 
health, food stuff is not to be prepared in the area attached to the 
bar. A separate designated hand washing facility behind the bar is 
also required. There is a sink within the area but it is not ideal.

So what are the new proposals?
At this point in time it’s not fully clear, as no plans have 

been drawn up or passed, it is all ideas for the architect to try to 
combine and put forward. To give you some idea, the changing 
rooms will be altered inside so each has its own toilets and shower 
area, made possible by the space gained when the corridor at the 
back of the building is no longer required. In the main room the 
bar may be moved to a different position utilising space created 
when the corridor from the front to the back of the building is 
no longer required. 

A new kitchen and toilets area, including a disabled toilet, 
in an extension will be included. The kitchen will have an area 
for preparing food to meet the current hygiene standards. Other 
suggestions are a hatch to allow hot drinks and food to be served 
to people on the recreation ground while watching sports events.  
This would also allow food to be set out in the kitchen instead of 
in the bar area when functions are in the main room. The parish 
council has expressed a wish that a storage area be included within 
the new building with a view to removing the two containers.

Summing up: The changing rooms are to be revamped. The 
function room is to be rearranged to make better use of space. 
A new area is to be built, one for public toilets and kitchens the 
other for machinery. This is needed to comply with modern 
standards. There are no plans to make the internal function room 
any bigger.

As and when the plans are available notice will be given within 
these pages so we can have your views and comments.

Cllr Graham Potter

Pavilion changes

THESE pages are all about 
keeping you, the reader, in-
formed so I think you should 
also know of other problems we 
have had this year with the play 
equipment on the recreation 
ground. You may have noticed 
that the aerial runway and the 
half pipe skate ramp have been 
out of action. The aerial runway 
was taken out of service for 
safety reasons, although it was 
still working. I had noticed that 
the stops at either end appeared 
to have been fitted incorrectly 

but as we did not have a picture 
of it, we could not ascertain 
what if anything was wrong.  
We arranged for an engineer 
from Wicksteed Leisure to 
inspect it. He reported that it 
had been fitted incorrectly and 
would cost around £1500 to 
put right although this sum did 
include a new cable and button.  
This work was carried out at the 
beginning of October.

As for the half pipe skate 
ramp, things are more seri-
ous with this. Clever Curves 

Fair play or fare play

Have your say on 
recreation ground 

dog signs

who supplied and installed it 
reported that the two sheets of 
plywood underneath the top 
surface have rotted. The more 
fragile top layer is breaking up 
with holes appearing in the sur-
face and underlying plywood. 
The problem is that it is esti-
mated that it will cost around 
£7000 to repair the damage. 
Unfortunately council does not 
have this amount of funding 

available at the moment; long 
term it may be possible. 

Some users had contacted 
us and we invited them to 
meet councillors and express 
their views. They were made 
aware of repair costs. It was a 
good meeting and both sides 
will meet again soon to see if 
any alternative funding can be 
found.

Cllr Graham Potter

Skate ramp seen through aerial runway
Picture by Sue Parry

Benten & Co.
Chartered Certified Accountants

We are a friendly, well established firm, large enough to 
deal with most accountancy and taxation matters.

Please telephone for an initial consultation
(without obligation)

Abbey House, 51 High Street, Saffron Walden
Telephone 01799 523053

www.benten.co.uk



Reg No. 34107

PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER - Estd. 1966
All aspects of Central Heating and Plumbing

Boiler Service & Maintenance
Bathroom Suites & Power Showers
Kitchen Installations - Tap Washers

Telephone 01223 892311

Reliable Local 
Builder

From  conversions to 
plastering, 

renovations to tiling and 
decorating-

No job too small

Tel: 01223 290925 
Mobile 07813 070369 

 
 

Linton Complementary 
Health Centre 

2b Bartlow Road, Linton 

• Acupuncture, Peter White; MSc, MBAcC 

• Hypnotherapy, Ellie Cochran ; BSc, BSCH  

• Massage, Peter White; MSc, Dip. Massage 
• Shiatsu, Cindy Faulkner; BA, MRSS 
• Chiropodist, Sharon Bennett M.Inst.Ch.P 

Telephone: 0845 430 9120 
Web Site: www.lintonhealth.co.uk 

 

Les Westlake
Mobile: 07929 501101

Tel: 01223 892866
leswestlake@aol.com

Quality Painting 
and 

Decorating Service

HOUSE
GARDEN

MAINTENANCE

& 

Barn Owl Projects
Property Design and Improvement Services

Design Consultation to Fully Managed Projects

Houses - Annexes - Garage Conversions - Home Offices - Lofts – Kitchens 
Bathrooms - Bedrooms - Children’s Rooms - Porches - Conservatories 

Outdoor Dinning - Flexible Living spaces.
Going on the Market or Not Sold yet, House Doctor service available

Barn Owl Bed & Breakfast
Accommodation available in recently completed Barn Owl Project

Located just off Linton High Street within easy walking distance of all Village Amenities

Converted Barn 1 Double and 1 Sofa Bed in a Self Contained Annexe with separate 
Kitchen, Shower Room,, Private Patio & BBQ facilities - HD TV & Free WI FI

www.barnowlprojects.co.uk
Tel : 01223 894489 Mobile : 07584 430051
E Mail : Michelle@barnowlprojects.co.uk

Michelle Rhodes, 4 Market Lane, Linton. Cambridge CB21 4HU

YOLE FARM 
BUTCHERS 

*
35-37 High Street, 
Balsham, Cambs.

Tel: 01223 893832
Family and 

Catering Butcher
All produce where ever 
possible is sourced from 
our own or local farms
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 Councilminutescouncilminutescouncilminutescouncilminutes
ABBREVIATED minutes of the meeting of the parish council 
held at the Cathodeon centre on Thursday 7th October 2010.

Present: Ms E Cornell (chair), Mrs E Bald (vice chair), Mrs 
S Dew, M Gee, R Hickford, Ms T Hunt, J Linsdell, Ms M Man-
nassi, G Potter, Mrs J Wilson and Mrs S Parry (clerk). Mrs K 
France (press) was also in attendance together with two members 
of the public.

Apologies for absence were received from councillors Cham-
pion, Cox and Manley. Cllr Krarup was also absent.

Matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held on 
16th September: Cllrs Bald and Dew had met to look at the ap-
proved plans for Nichols Court but had been unable to confirm 
whether the levels and measurements comparing the plans to the 
actuals were accurate. 

Reports from co-ordinators: Open spaces and environment: 
Cllr Bald had issued a report. It was agreed to contact Anita God-
dard, housing services manager at South Cambridgeshire district 
council (SCDC), requesting that the tree works behind Crabtree 
Croft where Symond’s Lane meets Back Road be carried out.

A resident in Granta Leys had requested that a willow tree 
bordering their garden, alongside the footpath, be reduced in 
height. It was agreed to seek a quotation to cut off the tree at the 
base. This should encourage more hedge-like growth.

Highways had given permission for hedge planting from 
Dalehead Foods to the village college. They had refused permis-
sion for hedge planting from the bridge to Bartlow Road due to 
sight lines. It was agreed that the resultant extra hedging would 
now be planted around the back of the Fire Station and the area 
around the guide hut.

Recreation ground: Cllr Hunt had issued a report proposing that 
all five entrances to the recreation ground should display, for safety 
reasons, signs reading ‘Dogs must be kept on Leads’. Discussion 
took place and Cllr Mannassi was concerned that although the 
council had a duty of care it was important that the council did 
not over-ride its responsibility, as ultimately dog owners were 
responsible for their dogs. Cllr Mannassi suggested that all cur-
rent signs should be removed. Cllr Hickford was of the opinion 
that signs reminding owners of their responsibilities would be 
more suitable. Cllr Hunt proposed that all five entrances to the 
recreation ground should display a sign reading ‘Dogs must be 
kept under control at all times’. The proposal was seconded by 
Cllr Gee. A vote took place with seven votes in favour and two 
votes against. Proposal carried. It was agreed that an article be 
written for Parish Council Matters to gauge public opinion.

A request from the cricket club to lay a hard base behind 
the container to store a new roller was discussed. Cllr Linsdell 
proposed that this be agreed. The proposal was seconded by Cllr 
Gee and resolved by the meeting. 

Cemetery: Cllr Bald had issued a report outlining tree works.  
Cllr Potter was of the opinion that only the urgent work should 
be carried out at this time. It was agreed to obtain quotes for all 
the recommended tree works and for further discussion.

Venture playground: Cllr Potter reported that the aerial runway 
was back in working order following repairs by Wicksteed. Pho-
tographic evidence had been taken. The skateramp was still out of 
order and a meeting with the skateboarders had been arranged.

Leadwell Meadows, river and wildlife: A response from the 
SCDC ecology office regarding the building of a weir had advised 
that the environment agency should be consulted.

Churchyard: The clerk confirmed that a revised design and 
access statement for the rebuilding of the southern wall had been 
received from Hugo Prime and this would be forwarded to the 
planning department.

Coles Lane car park: Following consultation Cllr Gee pro-
posed that the council serves notice on SCDC for the removal of 
the recycling bins. The proposal was seconded by Cllr Hickford 
and resolved by the meeting.

Correspondence received and for discussion: The response 
from Linton Action for Youth (LA4Y) was considered. Cllr Potter 
was concerned that LA4Y was still not acting in partnership with 
the council as promised. The council refuted that some problems 

were not issues for the parish council as they were now in the 
public domain. It was agreed to write again reiterating the requests 
for answers to questions and for copies of minutes and/or notes 
from meetings to be supplied as soon as possible.

Following an accident between a pedestrian and a cyclist who 
was riding the wrong way on a pavement a resident had requested 
that the council promotes safe cycling around the village. It was 
agreed to forward the letter to PC Parkin and to task Cllr Cham-
pion, police liaison representative, to write an article for Parish 
Council Matters.

A request from a resident had been received to remove ivy 
from a boundary wall. It was agreed to contact the countryside 
access team and highways department to determine who was 
responsible for this work.

ABBREVIATED minutes of the meeting of the parish council 
held at the Cathodeon centre on Thursday 21st October 2010.

Present: Mrs E Bald (vice chair), D Champion, Dr B Cox, Mrs 
S Dew, M Gee, R Hickford, Ms T Hunt, J Linsdell, G Potter and 
Mrs S Parry (clerk). County and district councillor J Batchelor 
was in attendance together with four members of the public.

Public forum: It was agreed that any member of the public 
wishing to speak under the Nichols Court item in the district 
councillor report could do so at that point in the meeting.

Dr Rossiter asked about the planning application for the Rec-
tory and the extent of the land marked. Cllr Cox confirmed that 
the land relating to the application (and subsequent sale of the 
Rectory) was under review by the Diocese. Cllr Bald noted that 
the application referred only to a change of use of the house.

 Apologies for absence were received from councillors Cornell, 
Manley, Wilson, Krarup, Mannassi and Bear. Very best wishes 
for a speedy recovery were sent to councillors Cornell (chair) 
and Manley.

Declaration of interests from members: Cllr Dew expressed 
a prejudicial interest under the Nichols Court item.

Matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held on 
7th October: A request for further information had been received 
from the health centre regarding the parish council’s lease of Coles 
Lane car park. The clerk had detailed several items and councillors 
were requested to send any further comments to the office.

Cllr Potter reported that a meeting had taken place with the 
skateboarders and consultation was ongoing.

Cllr Bald reported that a meeting of tree wardens had taken 
place at Cambourne. The person at South Cambridgeshire district 
council (SCDC) with responsibility for trees near council hous-
ing had attended. The removal of dead and overgrown trees at 
the side of Crabtree Croft and on Rivey Lane had been raised. 
Cllr Cox noted that many trees were dying in the village due to 
honey fungus.

Cllr Champion had spoken to Dr Urwin regarding the collision 
of a pedestrian and a cyclist riding the wrong way up the High 
Street. The victim had made a statement to the police. Concerns 
were also raised regarding the safe use of scooters by small chil-
dren. It was agreed that Cllr Champion would contact the police 
to ask if they would go into the schools to talk on road safety.

Cllr Bald reported that our MP Jim Paice had opened an event 
to celebrate the registration of Camping Close as our village green 
on 16th October. She thanked all those who had attended and those 
who had helped to organise a successful event.

Report from the county councillor: A meeting of the cabinet 
had discussed winter gritting. It had been agreed that Coles Lane 
and Bartlow Road, (both bus routes) would be included but not 
Wheatsheaf Way.

Volunteers were required to help with the digital changeover. 
The switchover help scheme aimed to help people understand 
the changes in television reception from the end of March 2011. 
Local volunteers were required to help raise awareness and make 
sure no one missed out on the help that was available to make 
these changes

Reports from the district councillors: On the concerns 
regarding Nichols Court Cllr Batchelor had issued a report in 

answer to the following questions. Why the planning conditions 
for screening had been ignored? Screening was not the term 
used in the conditions, but the principle was covered within the 
landscaping and boundary treatment conditions. The SCDC of-
ficers took the view that the obligations under these conditions 
had been discharged.

At what stage enforcement would be carried out? Given the 
officer view that planning conditions had been met, the question 
of enforcement did not arise. As far as SCDC was concerned the 
only outstanding issue was lighting for which a retrospective 
planning application was expected shortly. The views of the of-
ficers were strongly refuted by those present.

A resident of Flaxfields, addressing Cllr Batchelor, spoke of 
her dismay regarding the delay in receipt of the lighting planning 
application. The environmental health department had confirmed 
that the levels of lighting were unacceptable. The lights were on 
constantly and this was affecting the quality life for many people. 
Why was SCDC not enforcing this? It was agreed that the parish 
council would write to environmental health requesting that the 
matter be dealt with as a matter of urgency. Cllr Bald suggested 
that residents should also write to request an enforcement order. 
Questions were also asked of Cllr Batchelor regarding a footpath 
which had run between the bungalows and Back Road, accessed 
via steps. The plans showed that this footpath was to be kept open.  
However it was now gated in two places and as Cllr Hickford 
noted, was inaccessible, being now several feet in the air.

Request for area of special landscape to be formally recognised 
by SCDC. Cllr Batchelor reported that designation of special 
landscape status was currently not within the local framework 
which was under review. It was agreed to request a landscape 
assessment via David Hamilton at SCDC, following the good 
work of Corrie Newell and other officers to establish this at the 
windfarm inquiry.

Consideration and adoption of Model Publication Scheme 
- Freedom of Information Policy: Cllr Gee proposed that the 
Model Publication Scheme be adopted. The proposal was sec-
onded by Cllr Champion and resolved by the meeting.

Purchase of a noticeboard: The purchase of a notice board 
for £150, and surplus to requirements in Castle Camps, was 
considered. As it was designated for use for police notices, it 
was agreed to ask the police if they would like to buy it to erect 
near to the police office.

Correspondence received and for discussion: A request from 
the Granta school for a community governor had been received. 
Cllr Champion would consider taking up this position. Thanks 
were offered for this, as it was important that the school had links 
to the village.

The following comments were read and noted from external 
auditors Moore Stephens, regarding the annual return for year 
ended 31st March 2010 ‘We note that the council is continuing 
to improve its risk assessment procedures. The council should 
ensure that it completes its review of its procedure as a matter of 
priority, so that a comprehensive review takes place prior to the 
end of the financial year 2010/11. The review should address all 
significant risks and the steps required to mitigate them to accept-
able levels. The risks to be covered must include both financial 
and non financial.’ It was agreed that the clerk should send out 
regular reminders to councillors requesting them to complete risk 
assessments for their areas of responsibility.

Confirmation had been received from the cricket club that 
the old roller would be taken away by the supplier as part of the 
agreement for the purchase of the new roller.

It was agreed that Cllr Bald would attend the Campaign to Pro-
tect Rural England hedgerows course on 28th/29th November. 

Reports from councillors (for information only): Cllr 
Hickford reported that the tarmac slope on the south side of 
the bridge from the churchyard was in need of repair. The clerk 
would investigate and report to this to the county council who 
were responsible for repairs. 

Note: Copies of the full minutes, reports and documents re-
ferred to above can be inspected at the parish council office.

LINTON PAVING COMPANY 
YOUR LOCAL LANDSCAPING

BLOCK PAVING & PATIO 
SPECIALIST.

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Int/Ext Painting, General Repairs

 FRIENDLY  SERVICE.
FREE QUOTATIONS

Tel: Andre Jacobs

  
 01223 890060
   07765 594398


