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TO beat the January blues, Barry Kaufmann-Wright, aka 
The Wildlife Man, joined the Gardening club to treat us to 
a wonderful evening of wildlife anecdotes and photographs 
focused on the garden. 

His 22 years as a police wildlife crime officer and years 
working with the naturalist Gerald Durrell gave him 
plenty of observations and knowledge to draw on as he 
showed us stunning photographs of many familiar garden 
visitors.

   For instance, did you know that our friendly robins are 
one of only two birds in Britain that will fight to the death 
over their territory; moorhens being the other. The poor 
male wren builds an average of eight nests every spring so 
the female can choose her favourite to move into.

Blackbirds holiday on the cliffs of Cornwall for four weeks 
in the autumn before returning to their territories for the 
rest of the year. 

Other interesting snippets included the fact that starlings 
are on the endangered list here, yet the French eat them. 
Wood pigeons can have up to nine clutches of eggs a year as 
they can breed year round, which may explain why we have 
approximately 12 million of them in this country; many seem 
to be  in my vegetable patch. However, apparently even the 
pigeon is beaten by the little dunnock who is known to be 
the most amorous bird in the world. There were so many 
interesting stories during Barry’s talk it is hard to do it 
justice here.

At 7.30pm on Tuesday 8th February in the village hall, Jane 
Frost will enlighten us on the subject of willow and other 
fibre structures for the garden. We invite you to join us and 
see some wonderful practical and sculptural structures and 
hear how they are made.

Finally, a quick reminder: could anyone pottering in the 
garden please consider sowing seeds or potting up any spare 
plants for the plant sale in May. This is a vital fund–raiser for 
the club to enable us to subsidise the  show. Thank you.

Kirsten Newble 892425, lgcsecretary@yahoo.co.uk

Beware: only two birds will fight to the death to defend its 
territory; the robin is one of them  

Dickensian drama: a girl confronts the housekeeper in a 
bid to find work at the Big house

Big society 
...and Life in the 

‘Big house’

The real camels made 
it this year

Saucy stories from the garden

Picture: Barry Kaufmann-Wright

Epiphany: the symbolic procession making its way from the school to the church

THE Linton Historical 
Society will be looking at 
another aspect of life at the 
edges of the Big Society at 
7.30pm on Tuesday 15th Feb-
ruary when Deana Hudson, 
a leading clothing designer, 
will give a talk entitled ‘Life 
in the Big House by the real 
Mrs Hudson’.
   I have recently seen Deana 
give her talk and I know she 
will provide a lively evening 
that both men and women 
will enjoy.  Next year we 
will invite her back to give 
a talk about the many layers 
underneath the dress of the 
lady of the Big house.

Everyone is very welcome 
at any of our meetings. Our 
annual membership fee is 
just £10 for the season of 
nine great evenings, that’s 
still less than a guinea for a 
grand night out. 

Or you can come along to 
individual meetings at £2 a 

time, but it’s far better value 
to become a full member.

You will see elsewhere in 
the Linton News details of 
the new DVD and CD Rom 
of Garth Collard’s wonderful 
photograph collection of old 
Linton, superbly put together 
by Hugo Brown.  

Hugo will be joining us 
at our February meeting in 
order to explain the content 
and exactly how these archival 
records work and you will of 
course have a chance to buy 
them on the night.  I have seen 
these discs and regularly use 
examples from other villages 
and would strongly recom-
mend them. 

If you are not an avid com-
puter fan, then the DVD is for 
you. You simply put it in your 
DVD player and watch photos 
of old Linton on the television 
screen, accompanied by a 
soothing backing track.

Andrew Westwood–Bate 

EPIPHANY, 6th January, 
was a day that began with a 
mixture of emotions for those 
linked to St Mary’s Church 
and Infant school. Like last 
year, the camels were booked 
and the Bishop was coming – 
but would we be snowed off 
again? 

Last year, Louise Clark 
showed her ingenuity by ar-
ranging for three pantomime 
camels to meet us outside 
church instead of live ones. 

That was great for one year 
but surely it wouldn’t happen 
again.

As it turned out the church 
and school had nothing to 
worry about. The church bells 
ringing at 9am coincided 
with a large lorry turning 
the corner into Church Lane. 
Joseph’s Amazing Camels had 
arrived.

One hour later, a child 
carrying a star led the pro-
cession of children around 

the Camping Close. Bishop 
David of Huntingdon and Rev 
Dr Steve Griffiths went just 
before the camels, which had 
Wise Men (and Women) rid-
ers upon them. Then into the 
church for a splendid service, 
packed with children, parents 
and carers. 

After the service, the Rector 
was persuaded to climb onto 
a camel and ride up Church 
Lane, across the playground 
and into Camping Close.

Epiphany is a time when the 
church celebrates the joy of 
Christ revealed to the world. 
The Epiphany celebrations of 
church and school certainly 
reflected that. The Christian 
message was proclaimed 
loud and clear and everyone 
involved had great fun too.

 And next year? Probably 
no camels – but we can be sure 
that Epiphany in Linton will 
still be a time to remember. 

Rev Dr Steve Griffiths

Picture by Roger Lapwood

The Linton news 
needs you

DO you read the newspapers and despair at the grammatical errors 
that seem to increase with every copy? Do you read this paper 
and (hopefully) think how well it is written without (many) or 
those same errors?

One of the longest standing members of our team has decided 
to call it a day and we need to replace her. She has done a bril-
liant job as proofreader for many years and we will miss her 
dreadfully.

If you think you can step into her shoes, with a little training,  
and have a keen eye for detail you could join us on the team of 
volunteers who bring this paper to your door every month. There 
are others on the team who also proofread so you would have 
lots of support and would not be expected to do it every month, 
maybe one in two. You would be expected to attend our monthly 
meeting and contribute to the running of the paper.

Like to know more? 
Please contact the editor at the email address on page 3.

Linton Jazz
concert

7.30pm on Saturday
13th March

At Linton village college

Village hall
Valentine’s coffee 

morning
10am-12noon
Saturday 12th 

February
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MALLYON & DONALDSON
Linton

Specialising in both Modern and

Traditional building methods.

Tel: 01223 891267
Mob: 07941 220868

All contracts finished to a high standard.
Reliable service. Local references available.

N. CLAXTON
Painting & Decorating

and 
Property Maintenance

FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: 01223 893487
Mobile: 07724073045

 e-mail:

n.claxton925@btinternet.com

Monday 8:30am - 6pm
Tuesday 9:00am - 6pm
Wednesday 9:00am - 8pm
Thursday 9:00am - 8pm
Friday  8:30am - 6pm
Saturday 8:00am - 3pm

Wednesday - Thursday
Traditional Hot towel wet shave 
call to book an appointment.

Special rates for senior citizens Monday to Friday

Fully air conditioned

Nina, Carl and Laura welcome you to

Benten & Co.
Chartered Certified Accountants

We are a friendly, well established firm, large enough to 
deal with most accountancy and taxation matters.

Please telephone for an initial consultation
(without obligation)

Abbey House, 51 High Street, Saffron Walden
Telephone 01799 523053

www.benten.co.uk

Thoughts from 
the GRanta ranta

The opinions expressed in this article are not necessarily 
those of the LN team. 

Despite popular opinion, the rant is NOT written by the 
same person each month. If you would like to rant in this 

paper please contact me at the address on page 3.

HANDS up all those who can walk for ten minutes without stop-
ping. Now, keep your hand up if you think you can repeat that 
feat after a break of five minutes. Right, that appears to be about 
ninety per cent of the local population.

Why is it then, that so many of these athletes can’t be bothered 
to give their hearts a little workout and choose, instead, to drive 
to the Co-op? Most of the village is within 800 metres of the store 
as the crow flies (I bet even the crow drives these days), but this 
distance is apparently beyond the determined motorist.

After all, what’s the point of a short stroll when all you’re 
getting is a four-pack of lager, a loaf (thick white sliced) and 
twenty B&H?

Having decided to drive there, is it then really so necessary to 
park as close to the shop door as possible instead of finding an 
appropriately safe place to leave their precious cars? There should 
be enough spaces for safe parking nearby, but these people are so 
lazy that actually looking for one is simply too much effort. Why 
not just park right outside the door on the yellow lines? The oiks 
that roam our streets in the evenings looking for cars to damage 
aren’t as idle as the drivers they target. 

I can’t help wondering if these same drivers are also the ones 
that have lost all use of their eyes and arms blindly meandering 
about not bothering to indicate because the satnav hasn’t instructed 
them how to.

It’s a pity they never experience the difficulty of trying to pull 
out of Green Lane when the selfish actions of others mean they 
are unable to see advancing traffic.

The next place where the lazy like to travel by car is the post 
office. Again, totally inconsiderate parking causes problems, par-
ticularly for drivers of larger vehicles trying to turn out of Back 
Road. I saw a bus mounting the kerb opposite in order to get round 
the back end of a people carrier that was parked on yellow lines 
right on the corner. There were several safe places nearby left 
empty. It’s hardly surprising that some of the bus drivers dislike 
Linton so much when their passage through the village is made 
trickier than it already is.

Perhaps the most irritating of all is the “I’ll only be a minute” 
brigade, who like to park illegally outside Sweet Talk News. 
That corner is already difficult to negotiate without making it 
even harder to see oncoming traffic. In the mornings, when this 
occurs most, a relatively safe place for parents with infant school 
children to cross is made quite dangerous by the actions of several 
thoughtless individuals.

The police are beginning to monitor these menaces and ‘offer 
advice’, but they simply don’t have the time or resources to deal 
with them all. Wouldn’t it be nice if the managers of these outlets 
took the initiative and prominently displayed notices politely 
asking their customers to think of others before themselves? Fat 
chance!

THE 2011 Bartlow three-counties charity walk will be held on 
1st May, the usual bank holiday Sunday and, as ever, it is the first 
local event of the season.

The organisers would like to get the date into everyone’s diaries 
and also remind our past and future walkers of why we hold this 
event each year and what it achieves. We raise funds through 
the sterling efforts of our walkers who arrange individual spon-
sorship – some individuals raise hundreds of pounds each year, 
every year – and through the generosity of local companies. We 
share the net funds raised equally between three causes; Linton 
health centre, Bartlow church restoration and an Addenbrooke’s 
cause – this year the Paediatric Gastroenterology Unit. Recently, 
in dry years, over 600 walkers, the majority local people, have 
taken part and our good causes have each received over £4000. 
This year we hope to see that figure exceed £5000. The seven 
year total raised by the walk is £60,000.

To our regulars, we can say that the 2011 event will follow 
the pattern of last year, including the new five mile, one way 
option that proved so popular in the inclement weather we faced 

THE Linton mobile warden 
scheme has been active for 
over nine years and during 
that time has helped hun-
dreds of our older folk to re-
main living independently in 
their own homes. The warden 
offers a confidential service of 
contact and aid for those who 
need some support, but are 
not eligible for formal social 
or medical care schemes. 
   The scheme is run through 
AgeUK in a notably cost-
effective manner, and funded 
by contributions from the 
local councils (sometimes 
helped by the PCT),  and 
small fees from the clients. 
We again thank Linton parish 
council for voting to continue 

their significant contribution 
to the running of the scheme; 
we greatly appreciate this.

The warden’s expenses are 
raised by ACEs – this year 
through the raffle at the No-
vember farmers’ market and 
craft fair, and again at our an-
nual event which was held on 
15th January. Through these 
two events, the money raised 
will keep pace with the rising 
cost of petrol – just.

We had a really good turn-
out for the coffee morning 
and it was a pleasure to re-
new contacts after the harsh 
winter. There were stalls for 
the Friends of St Mary’s, the 
Heritage Trail, and Mike Gee 
tempted us with his enamel 

The ACEs need you and you  
may need them one day

Linton mobile warden scheme – fundraising to keep our warden mobile

The eighth annual Bartlow  
three–counties charity walk

jewellery. We ran a book stall, 
bring-and-buy, the raffle, and 
the wonderful Jean and Au-
drey once again astonished 
us with the success of their 
tombola. 

Of course, we had refresh-
ments (many warming bever-
ages were available) served 
by our committee – magnifi-
cent work ladies; thank you 
everyone. 

As we are due to go digital 
soon, we had a presentation 
by Ed Moss, of the Switch-
over Help Scheme, who 
answered our questions and 
supported Kate France, our 
local Switchover helper. This 
was useful, but it seems we are 
still not going to have decent 

radio reception in the area, 
which is a great shame. 

Look out for the report on 
our next event which is a buf-
fet lunch followed by enter-
tainment from The Chestnut 
Singers, with a special raffle 
prize, thanks to Tracey at 
Bless-Ewe Creations. This 
event had to be rearranged 
from early December; we 
hope it is not too late to cel-
ebrate – perhaps to welcome 
the first glimmer of spring?

If anyone else could ben-
efit from the support of the 
Mobile Warden Scheme, 
or would like information 
on our social events, please 
contact me.

Enid Bald 891069

in 2010. To first timers we say welcome to what our regulars tell 
us is simply a top family day out in a good cause.

In 2011 we will offer four walks, all through beautiful local 
countryside, and by special agreement with local landowners. The 
Classic 13½ mile three counties walk which takes walkers from 
Bartlow to the point near Castle Camps where Cambridgeshire, 
Suffolk and Essex meet, and back via Ashdon Windmill and the 
Three Hills.

The 9½ mile Family Route, which incorporates the picturesque 
first and last stages of the long route and appeals to those who are 
not regular walkers and also to younger families who see 13½ 
miles as just too much of a challenge. 

By popular request (from all ages, not just senior citizens) we 
will continue to offer a 5 mile option under which we’ll give you 
a lift back to Bartlow from Castle Camps High Street before or 
after you’ve had lunch at the Cock Inn.

Last, but by no means least, the enormously popular 1½ mile 
junior nature trail for the very young, incorporating a nature quiz, 
a balloon release and many other games and adventures. In dry 
weather this is a pushchair tolerant route.

For more details (and to download a sponsorship form) visit 
our website: bartlow.org.uk, or look out for our distinctive dayglo 
yellow posters, or simply call 891732.

Graham Howat, Walk Organiser

Above and below: keen participants on last year’s walk
Pictures supplied by Graham Howat

CREM Recruitment has hired 
their first consultant as part 
of the 2011 expansion plans. 
They have recruited Chloe 
Garrett to be specifically 
responsible for the Saffron 
Walden, Sawston and sur-
rounding areas.

Chloe will be assisting job-
seekers and companies across 
a range of sectors. These 
include industrial, clerical,  

New face for CREM
engineering, HR, accounts, 
sales and more specialist 
areas. She will cover tempo-
rary, interim and permanent 
positions.

If you are looking for a new 
role in the Saffron Walden or 
South Cambs area please con-
tact Chloe on  01440 708833 
or 07554 996586. Alternatively 
email Chloe your CV to chloe@
cremrecruitment.co.uk

 Opportunity awaits
We provide a professional and friendly recruitment 
service to Haverhill and the surrounding villages. If 
you are looking for short term temporary work or 
if you are looking for the next step on your career 
ladder then call us today or email your CV to: jobs@
cremrecruitment.co.uk

www.cremrecruitment.co.uk
Contact Colin Saunders or Tom McKenzie 

on: 01440 708833

⇒ Industrial
⇒ Administration
⇒ Secretarial
⇒ Accounts
⇒ Sales
⇒ Customer Service
⇒ Engineering

GARAGE 
DOORS

Spares for all makes
Free Estimates, Brochures 

and Advice

Steel – GRP – Timber
Sectional single or double skin 

Roller Doors

A.B.C Garage Door Systems
   Telephone: 01223 893798
   or mobile 07774 499537
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Priority is given to Linton businesses 

Our advertising Manager is Judith Rouse 
email: adds@linton.info

ITEMS FOR THE EDITOR 

Can be put in the Linton News Box in the Post Office
Editor: Jen Kessel email: lneditor@linton.info 

phone 897965
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Page 3

For entry in this list, ensure that your event is written 
into the diary in the Post Office.

You may also send an email with your event details to diary@
linton.info, or use the form on www.linton.info.

Call 971797 for an audio version of the Linton News

 Details of items in bold type may be found elsewhere in this edition.

WEEKLY 
Whist drive, 7.30pm Mondays                                        VH
Chestnut baby/toddler group. Mondays term time, 9.30-11.30am           CC
Linton theatre workshop, Mondays      (call Joe 01440 703701)
WEA, 10am Tuesdays                               VH
Scrabble club, 10am-12noon alternate Tuesdays      C P
Linton Granta Toddlers, 9.30 - 11.30am Tuesdays           LVC
Ladies’ football, 7-8pm Tuesdays  LVC
Linton chess club, 7.30pm Tuesdays              CC
Granta duplicate bridge club, 2-4pm Tuesdays            VH
Junior choir, 6pm-6.45pm Tuesdays       St Mary’s
IT club, 7pm Tuesdays                             CC
Linton children’s centre, call 07768 008919                     CC
Tots in Tow, 10-11.30am Wednesdays, term time only          VH
Linton radio race car club, 6-10pm Wednesdays                   VH
Carpet bowls, 7.30pm Thursdays    VH
The Karate Club, 5.15-6.15pm, Thursdays VH
Parents, carers and tots Mocha house, 9.15-10am Fridays      CP 
Buffy bus, 11am-12.15pm Fridays Hadstock village green
Bridge club, 7pm Fridays   CC
For sports centre courses please call Linton village college sports 
centre on 890248

FEBRUARY

  1 WI Meeting, 7.30pm VH
  7 Camera club, 7.15pm CC
  8 Gardening club, 7.30pm VH
  6 Wedding fair, 11am-4pm Chilford Hall
  7 Farmers’ market, from 9.30am LVC
  8 VIP meeting, 2pm Chalklands
 12 St Valentine’s coffee morning, 10am VH
 12    Linton Music Society, 7.30pm                                              LVC
 13    Sunday Club, 10.30am URC 
 15 Historical society, 7.30pm VH
 16 CAMTAD, hearing help, 9.30am - 12 noon HC
 17 Parish council meeting, 8pm CC
 18    ATC presentation evening, 7.30pm                                          LVC
 20 Friends of St Mary’s talk, 2.30pm CP
 21    Cash bingo, 7.30pm Linton Grants FC
 27 Cambridge glass fair, 10.30am Chilford Hall

MARCH

  1 WI Meeting, 7.30pm VH
  7 Camera club, 7.15pm CC
  8 Gardening club, 7.30pm VH
  7 Farmers’ market, from 9.30am LVC
  8 VIP meeting, 2pm Chalklands
 15 Historical society, 7.30pm VH
 16 CAMTAD, hearing help, 9.30am - 12 noon HC

LINTON DIARY

KEY: CC Cathodeon centre, CP Church Pavilion, D&D Dog and 
Duck, HC health centre, LH Linton Heights school, LVC Linton 
village college, RG recreation ground, URC United Reform 
church, VH village hall

Library times: Monday Closed; Tuesday 10.30am-1pm, 
2pm-5pm; wednesday 2pm-5pm, 6pm-8pm; Thurs-
day Closed; Friday 10.30am-1pm, 2pm-5pm, 6pm-8pm;  
Saturday 10am-12noon.

Refuse collection: 14th, 28th February
Recycling collection: 7th, 21st  February, 7th March

OUR THANKS

February 2011

La Pipelette (Chatterbox)

BED & BREAKFAST
Mrs Monica Clarkson
4 Harefield Rise, Linton

Tel: 01223 892988
Quiet modern bungalow

Families welcome 
No Smoking

BED  and BREAKFAST
ANN & GEORGE PEAKE

Linton Heights
36 Wheatsheaf Way, Linton

Tel: (01223) 892516
Comfortable & friendly

Reg No. 34107

PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER - Estd. 1966
All aspects of Central Heating and Plumbing

Boiler Service & Maintenance
Bathroom Suites & Power Showers
Kitchen Installations - Tap Washers

Telephone 01223 892311

 
 

Linton Complementary 
Health Centre 

2b Bartlow Road, Linton 

• Acupuncture, Peter White; MSc, MBAcC 

• Hypnotherapy, Ellie Cochran ; BSc, BSCH  

• Massage, Peter White; MSc, Dip. Massage 
• Shiatsu, Cindy Faulkner; BA, MRSS 
• Chiropodist, Sharon Bennett M.Inst.Ch.P 

Telephone: 0845 430 9120 
Web Site: www.lintonhealth.co.uk 

 

YOLE FARM 
BUTCHERS 

*
35-37 High Street, 
Balsham, Cambs.

Tel: 01223 893832
Family and 

Catering Butcher
All produce where ever 
possible is sourced from 
our own or local farms

LINTON PAVING COMPANY 
YOUR LOCAL LANDSCAPING

BLOCK PAVING & PATIO 
SPECIALIST.

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Int/Ext Painting, General Repairs

 FRIENDLY  SERVICE.
FREE QUOTATIONS

Tel: Andre Jacobs

  
 01223 890060
   07765 594398

THE Women’s 
Institute is on 
the campaign 
trail again and 

the campaign is called Mis-
sion Milk. 

The WI supports British 
food and farming with a pas-
sion and once again we are 
joining forces with the NFU to 
ask what can be done to safe-
guard the future for Britain’s 
dairy farmers. 

Many people do not think 
about how the dairy sector 
affects them:

• The jobs it offers
• The food it produces
• The rural landscape it
   shapes
• The stewardship that our 

farmers provide.
As a reaction to the criti-

cal situation facing the dairy 
industry, WI members got 
behind dairy farmers in their 
thousands during the Great 
Milk Debate in 2007.

Some years on there is 
increasing concern that the 
momentum has been lost, and 
many farmers are struggling 
to make a living.

By revisiting the debate, 
we hope to show that consum-
ers have a real stake in the 
vibrancy of the British dairy 
industry.

Many local businesses rely 
on dairy farmers. When farm-
ers economise, or go out of 
business, it has a knock–on 
effect which while often over-
looked, really challenges the 
viability of local economies.

When farmers  cut costs there 

are repercussions throughout 
the countryside; they stop 
investing in their land, in their 
businesses, in new technology 
and equipment. If farmers can-
not reinvest when markets are 
healthy, this poses real risks for 
long term productivity. Again 
we see the knock-on effect in 
terms of sustainability.

We want to see retailers 
taking more responsibility 
for their farmer suppliers by 
establishing a dedicated pool 
with a fair and transparent 
pricing model.

Supermarkets are not the 
only retailers of dairy products 
– there are other large custom-
ers of British milk and dairy 
products (coffee chains, high 
street food outlets, chocolate 
manufacturers) that need to 
play their part in ensuring the 
dairy industry’s survival.

You can support our dairy 
farmers with your shopping 
baskets too. Look for the red 
tractor logo on the packag-
ing.

Now to news of our group. 
In January we had a new year 
supper party in the village hall.  
Excellent meat was bought 
from our friendly local farmer 
and butcher. Members created 
delicious puddings – always 
a highlight at our supper 
parties.

Our meeting on Tuesday 
1st March will be ‘Who killed 
the baroness and evening with 
Vic Botterill. Come along and 
solve the mystery. We will meet 
in the village hall for 7.30pm.

Trysha Hunt  894533 

Dairy farmers need
everyone’s support

THE Chestnut Playgroup, 
breakfast club and toddler group 
children were kept busy over 
the Christmas holidays with a 
fund–raising task.  

They did a wonderful job 
of raising more than £300 for 
group funds by being sponsored 
to fill a Smartie tube with as 
many different small household 
items as they could find and 
fit in.  The winner managed to 
cram in an amazing 82 items. 
   At the start of the new year, 
many new families were wel-
comed into the playgroup, 
breakfast club and toddler group 
and new and old members alike 
are currently enjoying explor-
ing this term’s theme of coun-
tries of the world.  

In January, the children ex-

plored the Arctic and Antarctic 
but are now looking forward to 
exploring the warmer climates 
of Australia and the Carib-
bean.

Alongside exploring coun-
tries of the world, the playgroup 
children are also now enjoying 
weekly visits to the library 
where they are encouraged to 
borrow a book to take home 
for the week.

To find out more information 
about our playgroup, Monday 
toddler group or term-time 
breakfast club, please en-
quire through our website at 
www.chestnutplaygroup.
btck.co.uk or call our admis-
sions officer, Karen Graves 
on 891416.

Nikki Linsdell

Dear Editor
I would like to thank all my 
family and friends for helping 
me celebrate my 60th birthday 
on Boxing Day. I was delight-
ed at the surprise event and 
touched by the moving tribute 
from the grandchildren.

A special thank you for all 
the gifts and good wishes and 
to Karen and Doug from The 
White Horse for their catering 
and hospitality.
Murray Mckenzie

Dear Editor
The family of the late Barry 
Brewer would like to thank 
those who sent us cards and 
messages of sympathy at a 
very sad time. 
   Also to those who made 
donations in his memory. So 
far, £1,350 has been raised 
and sent to the Oncology 
department at Addenbrooke’s 
Hospital.
Glynis, Debbie and  
Anthony Brewer

Busy holiday
for the Chestnuts 

BONJOUR, on est tous différent.
J’apprends beaucoup de choses et je dois essayer de les com-

prendre une par une. Une chose très importante est de comprendre 
les différentes religions et les différentes cultures. D’abord, il y 
a les différents pays et aussi les religions et en dernier il y a les 
cultures et les différents personnages.

Il y a beaucoup de gens qui croient qu’ils ont tous les mêmes 
choses, les mêmes corps, les caractères et les compétences. Mais 
si on repense, on est tous différent. On a tous une personnalité dif-
férente. Notre caractère change tout le temps parce que nous avons 
tous été énervés et tristes et fâchés et excités et autre chose.

On a tous aussi différents âges comme vieux, âgé, adolescent, 
jeune et bébé. Et on a aussi des pays différents…différents, 
tous.

A bientôt.

WHO and what is BURPS? 
The Balsham Unique Reper-
tory Pantomime Society is a 
local drama group for children 
and adults who come together 
to sing, dance and act in pan-
tomimes, and one-off perfor-
mances throughout the year.

We are a not-for-profit group 
and run completely by volun-
teers of all ages, who gener-
ously give their time and skills 
throughout the year. 

New members are warmly 
welcomed; there really is 
something for everyone to get 
involved in whether you are 
male or female, young or old. 

You don’t need to be an 
expert as existing members 
will offer support and training. 
Anyone helping directly with 
the children are required to be 
CRB checked.

BURPS are looking to 
re-invent themselves. We are 
aiming to bring our friendly 
amateur drama group back to 
the community and welcome 
new members for both on stage 
and behind the scenes. It is our 
hope that a new name and a new 

image will give us a chance to 
be taken seriously as a drama 
group open to all and not just a 
panto group for children. 

So with this in mind we ask 
you, the community, to come up 
with a new name for our group. 
We need something that is pre-
cise and clear and tells the read-
er exactly who we are. Please 
keep to four words at most. 
   The winning participants 
will receive tickets to the Cam-
bridge Arts Theatre. All you 
need to do is email us with your 
name and we will do the rest.  
Send to: balshamburps@gmail.
com   Closing date  24th February.  
  BURPS are hosting a talent 
show at the Meadow school, 
Balsham, on Saturday 26th 

February. This is open to 
anyone from Balsham and the 
surrounding villages, adults 
and children over the age of 
seven. All that is needed is an 
act  30 seconds to 3 minutes. To 
register email balshamburps@
gmail.com or call 291966.

 Dave Battom

A group of players in 
search of a new name 

Cash Bingo
Every Monday starting on 
Monday 21st February at 

Linton Granta Football Club. 
Recreation Ground, Pavilion

Doors open 7.30pm.
Eyes down 8pm
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L.B. CABS
LINTON

PHONE LINTON 

01223 892986

For all your long and 
short taxi trips

Weddings a 
speciality

Airports

Singing Lessons
Sarah Rosewell 
BA (Hons) Music

Individual singing lessons 
available for all ages 

and abilities
Whether towards exams or 

purely for pleasure
  * CRB Checked
  * Based in Linton

For more information contact:
Sarah on 01223 894861

Email:
  sarahrosewell@hotmail.com

           
           
           
           
   






          







   

J. L. WIGHT 
Guild of Master                                       
Sweeps.

Qualified advice /  
Problems solved. 

    Certificates issued. 

  www.camsweep.co.uk 

01954 253315 
26, Cow Lane, Rampton 

CHIMNEY
SWEEPA & R

PLASTERING
All aspects of plastering 
undertaken:
   Plasterboarding
      Rendering
        No job too small
19 years experience
Free estimates

Linton based:     Mobile:
01223 890228    0774 8627920

Reliable Local 
Builder

From  conversions to 
plastering, 

renovations to tiling and 
decorating-

No job too small

Tel: 01223 290925 
Mobile 07813 070369 

Les Westlake
Mobile: 07929 501101

Tel: 01223 892866
leswestlake@aol.com

Quality Painting 
and 

Decorating Service

HOUSE
GARDEN

MAINTENANCE

& 
Barn Owl Projects

Property Design and Improvement Services
Design Consultation to Fully Managed Projects

Houses - Annexes - Garage Conversions - Home Offices - Lofts – Kitchens 
Bathrooms - Bedrooms - Children’s Rooms - Porches - Conservatories 

Outdoor Dinning - Flexible Living spaces.
Going on the Market or Not Sold yet, House Doctor service available

Barn Owl Bed & Breakfast
Accommodation available in recently completed Barn Owl Project

Located just off Linton High Street within easy walking distance of all Village Amenities

Converted Barn 1 Double and 1 Sofa Bed in a Self Contained Annexe with separate 
Kitchen, Shower Room,, Private Patio & BBQ facilities - HD TV & Free WI FI

www.barnowlprojects.co.uk
Tel : 01223 894489 Mobile : 07584 430051
E Mail : Michelle@barnowlprojects.co.uk

Michelle Rhodes, 4 Market Lane, Linton. Cambridge CB21 4HU

Linton Community Sports Centre
- FITNESS SUITE -

PERSONAL TRAINING // HOLISTIC THERAPY
– TENNIS & NETBALL COURTS –

- FLOODLIT ‘3G’ ALL WEATHER FOOTBALL PITCH 
CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES

RANGE OF TERM, HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES & PARTIES

 01223 890248
Check out the latest info at: -

http://www.linton-sport-fitness.co.uk

“YOU know how you pour 
the fat off the roast into the 
sink and it blocks? What a 
pain – and I couldn’t find 
the plunger. I had to go out 
and buy one to clear it all 
through.”

I overheard this whilst 
waiting in a queue last month. 
I was so stunned I hadn’t even 
enough sense to ask the lady 
concerned if she had ever 
seen what happens when the 
fat blocks the sewer and it 
overflows into a neighbour’s 
property … a neighbour like 
me, perhaps.

“The mess and smell is 
disgusting. They (meaning 
Anglian Water) shouldn’t 
allow it to happen,” is a fre-
quently quoted reaction when 
people who are flooded with 
sewage complain to the local 
newspaper. 

I have been flooded twice 
in the last two months. I don’t 
think Anglian Water want it 
to happen and neither do they 
want the fat to be washed 
down the sink to cool in the 
sewer and turn into a ball to 
block the pipes, causing mis-
ery for the resident who is on 
the bottom of the run.

Please stop putting fat 
down the sink. Pour it into 
a bowl to let it congeal then 
turn it out into newspaper 
and put in the bin. Anglian 
Water has a policy of trying 
to clear the problem within 
four hours, but I don’t want 
the emergency service to have 
to come out to clear the mess. 
I wouldn’t have to call them if 
fat wasn’t put down the sink 
in the first place. 

Please don’t put fat down 
the sink – the mess and smell 
from an overflowing sewer is 
disgusting.

Kate France 

It stinks

Phew: I think Kate may have 
need of this

IN September of last year I had 
the pleasure of being introduced 
to Garth Collard, who has for 
many years delighted Linton 
villagers with his slide shows 
and photographic exhibitions 
depicting the village in old 
photographs. 

I showed Garth what I had 
achieved with the Mervyn 
Haird Interactive Archive of 
Cottenham and he quickly 
agreed to have the same treat-
ment applied to his own collec-
tion of Linton. This is the sec-
ond in what is becoming a very 
popular series, with Stretham 
and Ely also in production. 

After digitising more than 
4,000 images and visiting Garth 
weekly to gather hundreds of 
anecdotal stories about the 
village, its buildings and its 
personalities over the past 150 
years or so the Garth Collard 
Collection – An Interactive 
Archive of Linton was cre-
ated. I couldn’t include all the 
photographs, but I did manage 
to put over 1,700 images on the 
CD-ROM. 

All the streets and lanes, the 
church and chapels, farming, 
local industry, sport, schools, 
hospital parades and so much 
more are covered. Most of the 
images are accompanied by 
anecdotal stories, often passed 
down from generation to gen-
eration, most of which would 
have been long forgotten if 
Garth had not recorded them 
for posterity.

For instance, did you know 
that Linton was famous for be-
ing a market town since the 13th 
century and that the market only 
came to the Market Square in 
the 19th century, so where was 
it held before? That there are 
stories of fires put out by the 

Presenting the Garth Collard collection  
An interactive archive of Linton 

women of the village, while 
the men looked on with pints 
of beer in their idle hands. That 
more damage was caused by the 
VE Day celebrations than had 
occurred throughout the war. 
The details of these and much 
more are contained on the CD-

ROM, for you to go through at 
your leisure.

Garth has been meticulous 
in the recording of detail and 
most importantly the names 
of as many people as could be 
derived from all the old photo-
graphs. So much so, that I have 
been able to index over 2,500 
people who appeared in the old 
photographs or those stories of 
people long forgotten. All these 
names have been indexed so 
that just a click on the name 
takes you directly to the pho-
tograph they appeared in.

The photographs are ar-
ranged in the form of a tour 
through the village and each 
photograph links with up to 
three categories to help find 
the photographs you want to 
see. Seeking this information 
has never been easier. 

Also included are maps from 
1600 to 1900, including the En-
closure Map of 1840, together 
with a complete index of all the 
people awarded land in Linton 
under the Enclosure Act.

There are county directory 
entries for 1851, 1879, 1904, 
1916 and 1933, including 
an index to over 500 people 
named and each linked to an 
image of the original page in 
the directories.

For anyone with an interest 
in Linton, its history, its build-
ings and its people, this CD-
ROM is a must. It works just 
like a website, so if you have 
a PC with Microsoft Internet 

Explorer and can surf the inter-
net, then this CD-ROM will be 
easy to use. It will provide many 
hours of reminiscences of days 
gone by, in what is the largest 
collection of photographs ever 
to be made available to the 
public.

Garth Collard’s Linton 
DVD

For those of you without a 
computer or who just want to sit 
back and be taken on a journey 
through Linton’s past, then you 
may be interested in the DVD 
version of the collection. 

Using professional software 
to create a television style 
photographic film of the still 
images accompanied by period 
music, the DVD contains more 
than 800 images. Nearly two 
hours of viewing have been 
packed onto the DVD, which 
can be played on any standard 
DVD player direct on to your 
television. No computer is 
necessary. 

These make the perfect 
gift for friends and family, or 
why not spoil yourselves. The 
CD-ROM and the DVD are 
available direct from me at The 
Cambridge Explorer, 13 High 
Street, Wilburton, Ely, Cambs 
CB6 3RB. Or buy both as the 
Linton Collection for just £25, 
post free. 

Alternatively they can be 
ordered locally at Linton and 
District Historical Society by 
contacting 892430.

Hugo Brown

COME to celebrate St Val-
entine’s day at our special 
coffee morning in the village 
hall from 10am until midday 
on Saturday 12th February. 
There will be a raffle, various 
stalls and a chance for small 
children to play with toddler 
group toys. 

Please come along and 
support us – all proceeds will 
go towards the upkeep of the 
village hall.

Sue Parry,
 Village hall secretary 

Coffee 
morning for

 St Valentine’s 
day AS part of the 

Abington Christ-
mas Fayre, Billson 
opticians ran a 
champagne draw. 

After the worst 
of the weather 
had cleared, we 
managed to get 
the winner, Abing-
ton resident Mrs 
Beryl Dodsworth, 
to the practice in 
Linton to receive 
her prize from Mr 
Billson.

Tom Ogden

Beryl 
wins the 
bubbly

Picture  by Tom Ogden

Beryl looking pleased with her prize 
from Mr Billson

Looking back and 
looking forward

LAST year finished on a high note for the staff and children 
at Linton Granta playgroup with a fantastic Christmas perfor-
mance. This was enjoyed by all the parents and the children 
from foundation stage at Linton infant school who came along 
to see their friends and siblings on the stage.

The Christmas fair was also a huge success with high points 
being the brilliant raffle prizes and the chance to see Santa in 
his grotto.

Now the weather is finally warming up, the children are 
looking forward to spending lots of time in the playgroup’s 
lovely garden and keeping an eye open for the first snowdrops 
of spring.

Sessions at Linton Granta playgroup run from 9.30am to 
12.30pm every day during term time and we offer nursery 
education funded places for children over three. If you would 
like a place for your child please contact me at Kirsten.butler@
gmail.com.

Kirsten Butler 890861

Picture by Wendy Foster

A unique photographic archive of Linton
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POT POURRI (73)

How many bulbs were on?
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HAIR BY JO DENNY
Women | Men | Children

41 Linton High Street
(Behind North’s Bakery)

t: 01223 893 285

GLENWOOD
BOLTS & SCREWS LTD

 www.glenwoodbolts.co.uk

SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY 
FASTENERS, FIXINGS & 
SILVERLINE TOOLS

Unit 2 Lintech Court
The Grip Industrial Estate, Linton 

Cambridge, CB21 4XN
Tel: 01223 892095 / 893931

Fax: 01223 894122

Interior/Exterior Decorating
Fencing, Guttering 

Turfing, Garden Clearance 
Lawn & Hedge Cutting

Decking & Patio Cleaning
Patios & Driveways

Call on 
    (01223) 892889 
or 07973294946

No job too small...
TEL: 890433 Mob: 0777 375 8355

*Carpet Cleaning *Rugs *Stain Removal
*Car Valeting *Caravans *Motor Homes
*Upholstery Cleaning *Stain Protection
*Floor Cleaning / Scrubbing / Sealing / Polishing
*Pressure Washing of Patios Paths & Driveways
*Domestic Cleaning * Top Ups & One Off Cleaning
*Gutter / Fascia Cleaning

*Contract Office Cleaning (Flexible Options)

74 Bartlow Rd, Linton, Cambridge, CB21 4LY

ProClean
‘Your Complete Cleaning Solution’

CB21 4UQ

“HAPPY HOUR”  5.30- 6.30pm Monday-Friday
   Bargain Lunch

Fish & Chips  Mondays  5.30-9.30pm From £5.50
Steak Tuesdays  5.30-9.30pm from £7.50

We have a great selection of fine wines and 
real ales you can enjoy in a relaxed atmosphere.

Our Highly Qualified chefs will do all they can
 to cater to all your dietary needs. 

So come along and enjoy the warm welcome you will receive.

The Crown Inn, Linton
freehouse. restaurant & accommodation

www.crownatlinton.co.uk
11, High Street, Linton, Cambs   Tel 01223 891759

JENNY Mallyon of Balsham 
Road was a childminder for 42 
years, but had to give up three 
years ago when her husband 
became ill.  

As Jenny had a young son, 
she decided to look after other 
children as well and it soon got 
around that people could leave 
their children with her and she 
would care for up to four chil-
dren at a time.  Asked what her 
husband thought about having 
the house full of children, Jenny 
said: “He just let me get on with 
it.  Sometimes children would 
arrive at 7am before he went 
out to work and some could 
still be there when he got home, 
depending on what time their 
parents finished work.”  

Jenny used to help them with 
their homework then let them 
play in the garden or she would 
take them to the park.

There were one or two dif-
ficult children, but Jenny didn’t 
tolerate arguing or fighting, so 
if one misbehaved they would 
have to sit on a chair until she 
told them they could play with 

I HAVE some light bulbs and I measured how much power 
they consumed.

They measured 54W,  90W and 135W.
With several bulbs on, I found that switching off a 90W 

bulb saved 10% of the electricity that was being used. How 
many 54W, 90W and 135W bulbs had been on? (Careful – 
there may be more than one result).

Solution  to No.72 – How Many Miles? 
THE number of miles expressed as a sum of two different 
squares is 65.

(65 = 1 + 64 and 49 + 16)
Urania

LINTON music society is kick-
ing off its 2011 programme with 
a concert of impressive and 
distinctive music for clarinet 
and piano played by two shin-
ing talents. Anna Hashimoto 
has enjoyed wonderful success 
in recent years and has been 
wowing audiences in London 
and as far away as Spain and 
New York. The  New York 
Times recently said that Anna 
plays with ‘stylish phrasing and 
a lovely, liquid tone’: praise 
really can’t get much higher 
than that!
   We are delighted to welcome 
her back to Linton for this 
recital that will include Tar-
tini’s Devil’s Trill Sonata and 
Bassi’s Concert Fantasy on 
Verdi’s Rigoletto. Daniel Smith, 
a young and highly talented 
pianist will be accompanying 
Anna for the performance.

Anna Hashimoto will be 
performing at Linton village 
college at 7.30pm on Saturday 
12th February. Tickets will be 
available on the door or in ad-

A childminder for over 40 years

the others again. She reckons 
she probably looked after 50 
children over 42 years. Some 
were as young as three months 
old when they first came to 
her.

At first Jenny did get at-
tached to the children in her 
care and had to remind herself 
that she was just looking after 
them for someone else. She 
always went to their open 
days at school, sports days and 
Christmas concerts and when 
they moved away would keep 
in touch. 

Jenny remembers one boy 
who wore calipers and loved 
going into the water, so she had 
to go with him to his swimming 
lesson at the Infant school so 
she could remove them and put 
them back on for him.

 Jenny does miss the children 
and keeps in touch with those 
who have moved away by send-
ing birthday cards as she knows 
exactly how old they are.  When 
many of them see her now they 
still call out:  “Hello Jenny.”

LNT

 Welcome return of 
a shining young artist

vance from Sweet Talk News 
on the High Street, tel 893480. 
  Another date for the diary 
is Saturday 19th March, when 
pianist Michael Ierace will be 
performing. Michael recently 
won the Haverhill competition 
and is an exciting performer 
whom you simply cannot af-
ford to miss.
info @ cambridgesummermu-

sic.com or phone 893600 

Anna with her clarinet
Picture supplied by Anna

IF anyone was alarmed by 
lights flying around behind the 
library building on Monday 10th 
January, then please be assured 
it was just the members of 
Linton Camera Club trying out 
the technique of light writing. 
This is achieved by keeping the 
shutter of your camera open 
for longer than normal (say, 
for 10-20 seconds) and either 
moving lights in front of the 
lens or moving the camera in 
front of static lights; this can 
have many quite dramatic ef-
fects, some quite abstract and 
some very artistic – it just takes 
a bit of practice and innovative 
thinking. Some members even 
tried out the technique in the 
toilets; darkness is essential for 
a good result.

The theme for the night for 
members’ photographs was 
Christmas, animal, vegetable 
or mineral, which stretched 
the imagination somewhat, 
but most of the images shown 
loosely fitted the criteria. 

We were also pleased to 
welcome several new members 
this month whom we hope will 
enjoy the relaxed atmosphere 

of the club and also bring in 
some ideas for other members 
to share. 

The next club night is on 
Monday 7th February when the 
theme for members’ photo-
graphs will be Bridges – pro-

A blue tit eyes the prospect of food in the snow

Light writing with the camera club

gramme still to be decided at 
the time of writing. 

Our next Awayday is a trip to 
Thaxted, followed by lunch. 

Please see our website for 
details of the club’s activities 
and also to take a look at the 

gallery via the Flickr website. 
If you would like any more 
details, you can contact our new 
membership secretary, Kate 
Sargent, on 893731, or me on 
the number below.

Tracey Wilson 891988

Picture by Hilary Schneider

STEPHANE Toussenel will be the guest speaker at an afternoon 
tea party organised by the Friends of St Mary’s on Sunday 20th 
February at 2.30pm in the church pavilion. 

Stephane’s preferred title is Un roi sans divertissement est 
un homme plein de miseres,  but this has proved to be more 
than space will allow in the heading so he remains for the time 
being A Frenchman en Angleterre.  Stephane’s daughter con-
tributes to Linton News as La Pipelette (Chatterbox).  

Admission is £4 payable on the door and the price includes 
tea and cake after Stephane’s talk.

 Margaret Clark

A Frenchman en Angleterre

LINTON Free Church in Horn Lane is starting regular monthly 
Sunday clubs for children between the ages of five and 11years. 
They will take place between 10.30am and 12noon on the second 
Sunday of every month and will involve stories, games, refresh-
ments, quizzes and crafts. 

All children are very welcome and there is no charge. Please 
ring for more details and to book places. Contacts are Mandy  on 
892274 or Liz on 890358. 

The first Sunday club, with the theme All you need is Love, 
is on Sunday 13th February. 

 Liz Munday

Sunday club

NEWS IN BRIEF... 

Too good for jumble ...
IT’s back to the keyboard for this month’s offer of a computer 
desk 131cm long x 67cm wide x 74cm high with a mobile 
computer console 64cm long x  46cm wide x 84cm high with 
two sliding shelves for keyboard and printer plus an additional 
shelf – all in laminated light ash colour. Also available are 
two cream/beige carpets in good condition. 4m x 3.8m and 
5m x 3.5m.

Other items on offer are the small rowing machine; a Zanussi 
slimline aquasave dishwasher; a brand new lightweight walker 
with detachable shopping basket (no seat); the Acer 713 com-
puter monitor, 15in screen, 8 years old; the Epson picturemate 
photolab; the hallmarked 9in silver fishknife with bone handle 
and the Logitech keyboard. 

Wanted: A high chair and a child’s first bed please.
The child’s snooker table raised £20 for a gardening char-

ity for young people, the nest of tables raised £20 for Save 
the Children and the office chair raised £10 for the Prostate 
Cancer charity.

To buy any of the above or to offer an item to profit a char-
ity, please phone me. NB The donor chooses the charity to 
receive the money.

 Kate France on 891602  or email new address:  
kfrance@profsoundconsult.com   
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• MOT testing 
• All makes of vehicles serviced
   and repaired 
• Tyres at competitive prices
• courtesy car provided
• Polite and friendly staff  

LINTON VILLAGE MOTORS
(situated in Great Abington opposite Granta Park) 

www.lintonvillagemotors.co.uk

Tel: 01223 830550

Mon-Fri:  8.30am-5.30pm       Sat:  8.30am-12.30pm

AJB 
Fencing
All types of domes-
tic fencing - decking 
paving - landscaping

Garden services 
01223 894795
07813 070542

www.ajbfencing.co.uk
Portfolio Available

Music Lessons 

Piano  Organ  Singing  Cello 

 

David Parry-Smith ARCO 

01223 894715 

david@parry-smith.co.uk 

Lessons given in Linton. 

Students at all ages—enquire 

for terms. Take your playing to 

the next level! 

HOME SELECTION
FREE MEASURING & 

ESTIMATING
All types of flooring 

available
Tel: 01223 893634

Mobile: 07885 173113

NRS CARPETS

PAULINE'S
CHILDCARE IN 

LINTON
FOR UNDER FIVES

Ofsted registered
Monday – Friday
Ring for details
01223 891890

Students
20% off

Special Kids
Prices

THE

ROOM
37 Bartlow Road, Linton

Tel: Pippa (01223) 890890
OPENING TIMES
Mon Closed
Tues 9-5 pm
Wed 9-7 pm
Thurs 9-7 pm
Fri 9-5 pm
Sat 9-3 pm

Senior Citizens
Tuesday & Wednesday

Late opening until 7 pm on
Wednesday & Thursday

Made to Measure

CAPRI BLINDS
* Verticals * Roman *Roller *Pleated 

* Venetian *Wooden
CALL NOW FOR

free quotation - free measuring - free fitting
Awnings supplied and fitted 

from £400 
Tel: 01223 894020
www.capriblinds.co.uk












     




















THE freezing weather in 
December and January has 
had a dramatic effect on the 
number of creatures there 
are around to see. The green  
trees turned orange and gold 
but they now seem to have 
been brown for ages.  Soon we 
will be back in high definition 
colour with longer days, so 
it’ll be nice to be able to see 
more of it.

There have, however,  been 
some little fellas that seem to 
be a constant whatever the 
weather, not that I’ve seen 
any, just the evidence that 
they are there. They work 
tirelessly through the night, 
making a right old mess of 
the recreation ground.

Yes,  I am talking about 
the mole. The little black 
rodent-like beast, a little bit 
bigger than a mouse, who digs 
up the earth leaving scars on 
the park, like the craters on 
the moon.

In some countries, the 

not really prolific breeders 
as they are rather solitary 
creatures.

If you happen to see a 
group of them, collectively 
they are called a labour,  
which is fitting for such a hard 
working mite.

They are considered to be 
pests in Britain, but are more 
of a nuisance really. 

The footballers have to 
kick the molehills down on 
the pitch before a game. The 
gardeners will sweep away  
the mounds of earth and  the 
lawn may need re-seeding, 
but they don’t usually dam-
age the plants as they dig 
around the roots or beneath 
the roots of the grass.

However, molehills can 
attract the weeds and these 
are unsightly. I don’t mind 
seeing the molehills on the 
side of the road or in grazing 
fields; I just don’t want them 
in my garden, and neither do 
you I am sure.

LINTON COUNTRY DIARY by Ian Storey
Illustrated by Maureen Williams

to eat and what they don’t. 
The mole’s diet is mostly 
earthworms and other inver-
tebrates, which they catch at 
breathtaking speed, quicker 
than the human eye can see.

They don’t eat 
their food as 
soon as 

t h e y 
ca tch  i t        

as their saliva 
has a paralysing 

effect so the food can 
store for later.

The mole’s predators are 
all the usual suspects; fox, owl, 
snakes and kestrels. They are 

mole is a protected species 
where a licence is required 
to destroy them. Thankfully 
that is not the case here. 

They are actually part of 
the Talpidae family, which 
also includes the shrew. 
Evolution meant one species 
decided to live underground 
and the other to ran around 
above it.

 Moles have eyes but have 
a membrane covering them, 
so although they 
cannot make 
out shapes and 
dimension, they 
can tell the dif-
ference between 
light and dark.

Their  ears 
h a v e  a l m o s t 
completely disap-
peared as well, rely-
ing on their main two senses 
of touch and smell.

We will have to assume 
they have the sense of taste 
as they know what they like 

THERE was lots to celebrate at 
the Bumps to Babies Christmas 
party organized by Linton Chil-
dren’s Centre. 

The centre has now been run-
ning for a full year, expanding 
the services it offers to ensure 
that a wide range of needs are 
met of parents/carers who have 
children aged 0–5years in the 
local area.

One group that has thrived 

A fun time for bumps, babies and parents

Tracey Oldfield 
with daughter 
Mia Govier 
(left) and Kelly 
and Harry 
Pammenter 
(right) with 
Harry as 
Santa.

Picture supplied 
by Debby Jepps

up as mini Santas and music 
played while the party games 
were in full swing. A birth-
day cake was brought out to 
celebrate being one year old 
and to toast the bright future 
of the Children’s Centre. We 
hope that in January 2011 
building work will start to com-
plete a purpose–built building. 
Debby Jepps, the administrator 
for the centre, said: “It was a 
lovely celebration welcoming 
back children who have grown 
up so much. It was particularly 
nice to see the sense of com-
munity amongst the parents. 
They have developed a strong 
support network between them 
that becomes so important when 
raising a young child.”

Exciting times lie ahead for 
the Centre, opportunities are 
plentiful and we look forward to 
sharing them with the families 
in the area who will benefit 
from them.

If you would like to find 
out more about what the centre 
has to offer then please contact 
Debby on 07768008919 or 
e-mail lintonchildrenscentre.
gov.uk.

Debby Jepps

since the very beginning has 
been the Bumps to Babies 
group, this group invites all 
mums with a bump and parents 
with babies from 0–1year to 
come along and meet other 
parents, who are in the same 
situation as them, to share 
their experiences and talk to 
the professionals should they 
have any concerns. 

We have seen many families 

move on to the next group, Fun 
at One, because their children 
are becoming mobile and ready 
for more activities. However 
we used the Christmas party 
to invite all the children who 
had previously attended the 
group and the existing regular 
families to join in with a good 
celebration. 

Everyone got into the festive 
mood; many children dressed 

Recognise anyone?
IF  you recognise anyone in the pictures below, Garth Collard 
would love to hear from you. He has many more pictures like 
these, which need to have names put to faces to complete his 
collection.

If you can help please contact him on 892395.
LNT

The boomerang club in around 1908. These schoolgirls 
are with their teacher at a church fête in the grounds of 

Springfield House.

The choir in 1921, please can you name these people?

In 1953 the village 
celebrated the 
Coronation of Queen 
Elizabeth II, can you 
name the chef and 
the clown for Garth?

All pictures from 
Garth’s collection



the right is Linton House built in 1700 on the site of a medieval 
priory. Further up, at number 91, we come to Linton’s oldest 
house, ‘Chaundlers’. This 15th century building oppo-
site the end of Church Lane is covered in traditional 
decorative plasterwork.

After 200 yards, turn right into Green Lane – the 
gardens of the cottages on the right were used as a 
market place before 1281, and a village green until 
1840. The grandly titled Old Manor House further 
down the lane on the right was in fact a tannery 
until the 19th century. Walking straight on through 
the narrow alley we come to the mill area. There 
has been a working mill on this site from about 
1220 to the 1980’s when the buildings were converted 
to dwellings. Turn right, and keeping the mill on your 
left, go along Mill Lane, then on a path leading to an open 
green. This is known as Camping Close, and was used for playing 
football when it was illegal to play in the street (‘camping’ is an 
old word for football). On the right is the Infants’ School, built 
as a National Church School (1840) for the children of labourers 
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PLUMBLINE
Plumbing & Heating

RELIABLE COMPETITIVE
FRIENDLY SERVICE

Linton 
01223 893903

Don’t delay call today

B Haylock
Wood Flooring 

&

Carpentry
Supply and installation

Free quotations

Home viewing 
of samples

Mob: 07734057520
Tel: 01223 890418

DACRE LONG
Local Painter and 

Decorator
66 Chalklands, Linton

Professional work to highest 
standard for over 15 years 

Trade and 
Private Customers

Free quotes with written 
specification 

Phone 01223 893176
or 07837513837
Discounts for

Senior Citizens

A.J. COPELAND & CO.
Chartered Accountants, Linton

Audit, Accountancy, Tax and Consultancy Services
for Business and Individuals

Computerised Self Assessment Tax Return Service

For FREE initial consultation phone 

01799 506602 

website: www.ajcopelandca.co.uk

Email: ajcopeland@compuserve.com

STEVE JACKSON LTD
All aspects of property maintenance

Aerial upgrades & installations 

Reliable & local service

Linton 01223 893896

Mobile 07963 854 653

stevejacksonltd@hotmail.co.uk

THIS term the children returned to a crash-landed Tardis in blue 
area. We had been lent the Police Box by The Doctor in order 
to explore the past and the future. My thanks to all the staff 
who spent Christmas and new year sourcing and making such 
an exciting addition to the school. A special mention to David 
Donnan and the people of Linton, via the Forum, for helping 
with control panel creation. Over the past weeks, we have been 
thinking about journeys and preparing for the time travelling 
adventures ahead.
   Immediately we returned to school, we were transported back 
to the first Christmas with a celebration of Epiphany. The children 
paraded behind the three kings, riding on camels. Such excitement 
filled the air at the idea of real camels in Linton. The children 
enjoyed a beautiful service in St Mary’s led by Rev Steve Griffiths 
and The Bishop of Huntingdon, David Thompson

The different year groups are making various journeys and 
Foundation stage have travelled the furthest back in time to the 
Ice Age. Year one team have been preparing for a journey back 
in time. They all seem ready to time travel with the first planned 
stop during the reign of Queen Victoria. So watch out for mop 
caps and bloomers all around Linton.

Year two’s will shortly venture into the times of Samuel Pepys 
and that Great Fire before flying into the future. We are hoping 
such a disaster fire will not be seen in Linton as the children learn 
about fire safety from the Linton fire service for themselves. 

As you can see there is so much learning wrapped up in this 
fun. Yesterday is today’s history and we need volunteers to help 
us as primary sources of evidence with our historical studies. If 
you can remember the Queen’s Coronation, the Silver Jubilee, the 
royal weddings of the 1980s. Then maybe you could help us in the 
run up to the next royal wedding? We are looking for volunteers 
to share their memories of these events and bring any souvenirs 
they may have of the events to show the children.

If you are able to help then please drop us a line by email or 
telephone office@linton-inf.cambs.sch.uk or 891421. This will 
help the children as we plan a street party to celebrate the Royal 
wedding on Tuesday 3rd May, after the event, so the children can 
experience the wedding first and therefore understand why we 
are celebrating. We hope to uphold many of the traditions of the 
past with your help. I am off to try and claw back time, which 
may help me get my long list of jobs finished. There’s wishful 
thinking!

Louise Clark, Head Linton Infant school

Exploring history 
with time travel Want to

lose weight and 
gain health?

01353 865364

....and It’s totally free

C H I P
Community Health Improvement Programme

Eat more healthily

Become more active

Boost your confidence

Gain a healthy lifestyle

If you’re overweight and over 18 you’re welcome to join.

For more information please contact our administrator on

can help you...

THE Community Health 
Improvement Programme 
(CHIP) is a fortnightly 
programme of eight free, 
friendly and informal eve-
ning workshops starting  
in February/March in a 
variety of locations around 
the county. Fun and interac-
tive quizzes and activities to 
improve lifestyle choices are 
led by dietitians, nutrition-
ists and fitness instructors.

Groups work in small 
teams to discuss food por-
tions, labels, healthy eating 
ideas, setting goals and 
breaking habits. Try new 
local physical activity op-
portunities and lots more 
while gaining points for the 
team.

Is CHIP for you?
Are you ready to make 

small lifestyle changes?
Can you commit to at-

tending at least 7 of the 10 
workshops?

This programme is for 
people with a body mass 
index (BMI) of 30 or more 
who are ready to make small 
lifestyle changes to improve 
their health and wellbeing 
and over 18. You are wel-
come to join – and feel free 
to bring a friend or family 
member..

For general information 
on CHIP, please contact: 

Helen McFall on 01353 
865364

Get 
healthy 
and fit 

with CHIP

HISTORY is all around us in Linton, and what better way to 
explore it than a gentle stroll of about 3/

4
 mile around the centre 

of our picturesque village. The walk starts at the Dog and Duck 
and goes over the bridge. There has been a river crossing here 
since prehistoric times, and this is the centre of the original 
settlement.
  Although Roman and Saxon remains have been found in the 
parish, the oldest surviving buildings are 15th century. Across the 
bridge on the corner of Symonds Lane and dating from the early 
17th century, is what used to be the Swan Inn until its closure 
in the 1980’s. Just opposite is the village sign. Put up in 1992, 
it shows scenes from the area – the water tower, clapper stile, 
church, ducks – and buried beneath it is a time capsule filled by 
local school pupils. Going up the High Street, the first building on 

A walk through the centuries
and tradesmen, where the charge was one penny per week and an 

extra halfpenny for the use of copybooks.
Follow the path through the kissing gate into the church-
yard which contains many old graves and equally old 

yew trees. St Mary’s Church was founded in the early 
12th century and the present building dates largely 
from the 13th to 15th centuries. Building material 
from a Roman villa near the bypass was used in its 
construction. Leave the churchyard with the church 
on your left and go down the lane to the river, pass-
ing the old Guildhall (1527) on your right.

Go over the footbridge, past the well fed ducks, 
and up Horn Lane. Notable buildings along here are 

Springfield House, originally a tannery, the United 
Reformed Church (1818) and in 1669 number 8/10 was 

a Quaker meeting house. Market Lane, opposite the end of 
Horn Lane, was the hub of the thriving 17th century market town 

of Linton. Continue down the High Street back to the Dog and 
Duck which was originally built as a pair of cottages; the rent in 
1633 was one penny per year.

THIS month we decided to print one of the walks detailed in the 
Linton walks’ book which was published in 2000. There are 11 
of these walks, all with historical descriptions and pictures to 
illustrate them. We hope you enjoy this one. Let us know. 

Editor

       Historic Linton 
Very easy, no stiles
 3/4 mile
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Traditional and energy 
efficient bespoke joinery 

Sliding sash windows and 
staircases and fully opening 
bi-fold doors made to order
Proud sponsors of LVCC 

and LGFC 
Tel: 01799 550122

Rouse
 Joinery Ltd

S/0844/10/F St Mary’s Church, Church Lane, Linton.
Rebuilding and repairs to flint and brick boundary walls.
S/2046/10 Mr S Godsill, 131 High Street, Linton.
Alterations and conversion of garage into a habitable room.
S/2135/10 Andrew and Lucy Stebbing, 1 Rivey Way, Linton.
Extension to existing dwelling and erection of new dwelling.
S/2166/10 Mr Derek Pink, Rookwood, 1 Granta Vale,  
Linton. Removal of front hedge and replacement with 1.8m high 
fence.
S/2263/10 Mr & Mrs W Reilly, 83 Chalklands, Linton.
Single storey rear annex.

JUSTIN PEARSON
Reliable, High Quality 

Painter & Decorator
for Interiors & Exteriors 

Free Estimates
Tel 01223 565310

Mobile 0775 2469130

SPRINGFIELD HOUSE
14/16 Horn Lane, Linton

BREAKFAST

Tel 01223 891383

Regency house near Church,
River views from bedrooms &
guest lounge.

BED &

Steve Webb
Painter

&

Decorator 
Over 30 years experience

CITY & GUILDS CERTIFICATES

Montford Barn
Horseheath
Tel: 01223 893864
Mobile: 07772991373

 

 

 
 

N.C.H.QUALIFIED 
 

All garden maintenance including: 

 
Weeding – Mowing 

Hedge cutting - Turfing 

Garden clearance 

Shed /fence treatment 

Hard/soft landscaping 

 

 
For a friendly 

professional service  

please call: 
 

 
 

Darryl Tilling 
 

01223 892133 
or 

07981 904895 
07932 021277

 



 


 

 











CHIROPODIST
 Sharon Bennett 

M Inst Ch P
At Linton 

Complementary 
Health Centre

2b Bartlow Road
Linton

 07810756134
Member of the 

Health Professions 
Council

www.lintonhealth.co.uk

MANY cottages and houses 
were demolished between the 
wars because they were too ex-
pensive to repair, were unsafe 
and only fit for demolition. 

One of the largest houses in 
Linton, the Manor House on the 
east corner of Coles Lane, was 
demolished in 1939 because 
no tenants could be found due 
to its poor condition. There 
had been an old house on the 
site  in Tudor times. The oldest 
reference to ownership dates 
from 1589, when the Pommell 
family resided there.

In the eighteenth century 
this whole area was purchased 
by Henry Flack, who was a 
wealthy grocer and draper. It 
seems likely that he built the 
impressive stone house which 
became known as the Manor 
House. Henry went bankrupt in 
1752, moved to the Haverhill 
area and each week walked 
back to Linton to claim his 
Poor Law unemployment al-
lowance.

In January 1772 Henry’s 
son set out to walk to Linton 
to collect the allowance and 
encountered a heavy snow-
storm. His frozen body was 
found a few days later in the 
Horseheath Road. 

In the 1770s all Linton 
estates were auctioned and 
purchased by the Reverend 
Keene, who was Bishop of Ely, 

and he refurbished the Manor 
House.  He lived in Oxford-
shire in a palatial mansion 
called Syncombe Park which 
is now a hotel. 

The house was let until John 
Blackman bought the site in 
1794. He owned many other 
houses including Amhurst in 
Horn Lane.  He was a devoted 
chapel man and let the Manor 
House to the non-conformist 
minister, the Reverend Thom-
as Hopkins, who lived there 
until his death from a heart 
attack in October 1838.

In the nineteenth cen-
tury the Manor House was 
occupied by the Chalk fam-
ily, tenants of  Rivey, Home 
and Chilford farms. William 
and Thomas Chalk were well 
known for breeding top class 
bulls, heifers and sheep. The 

brothers won numerous prizes 
and cups at all the large agri-
cultural shows.  Their dairy 
supplied most of the village 
with milk.  

The Manor House was a 
handsome symmetrical build-
ing with large sash windows, 
three reception rooms, a large 
kitchen and eight bedrooms.  
In the grounds were two large 
grass tennis courts, which were 
used by the Linton tennis club 
in the early part of the twentieth 
century.

The Keenes decided to sell 
their Linton estates in 1904/05 
to Sir Henry Walter Wilkin, a 
former Lord Mayor of London, 
who paid over £30,000 for 
around 1700 acres including 
the Manor House. 

The family had moved in by 
1906,  an  exciting event for 

the villagers, most of whom 
worked on the land.  At that 
time Linton relied on wells for 
its water supply.  There was 
neither electricity nor gas in 
the village.

Sir Henry entertained his 
merchant friends with pheas-
ant shooting in Rivey Wood 
and trout  fishing in the River 
Granta. His son Evelyn moved 
into the house after his father’s 
death.  He sold  Rivey Farm and 
the house in 1926.

Between 1915 and 1918 the 
house became a recuperation 
hospital for wounded British 
and Belgian soldiers.

During the period around 
8,000 men were cared for by 
about 40 staff.  A wooden hut 
was also erected in the garden 
to accommodate around 20 of 
the  men. This building was 
moved to the site of the village 
hall in Coles Lane in 1926. The 
hut was the famous Red Cross 
hut that all the older villagers 
recall as the centre of village 
social life.  

In 1976 John Glossop pur-
chased the lower part of the 
site and built a workshop for 
his scale model work.  He did 
a lot of work for the Ministry of  
Defence modelling war ships 
and merchant vessels.  He built 
a new house on the founda-
tions of the old Manor House 
between 1976 and 1979.

The house as a VAD hospital in 1916
Picture supplied by Garth Collard

The life and times of the Old Manor HouseAS I often explain to visitors who come here, Linton 
village college isn’t just a school. When it was opened 
in 1937, its founder Henry Morris described it in this 
way: “The village college is designed to serve as a 
community centre of education, recreation and social 
life for a group of eleven villages”.

Central to its function was the provision of sporting 
facilities for the use of local people and a community 
sports centre with extensive outdoor and indoor play-
ing areas.

The recession has hit the leisure industry hard and 
like other local business concerns we have struggled in 
the last couple of years to compete with what the bigger, 
less community minded outfits have been able to offer to 
users. Our new community business manager has come 
in with some exciting ideas however, and you will already 
have been seeing positive improvements to the experience 
you get when you use the sports centre.

2011 has started off on a positive note for us here at 
the sports centre. Over the Christmas period all of the 
sports centre staff had pulled together for a deep clean 
of the facilities. The fitness suite especially received a 
much needed scrub and we feel it has come up looking, 
smelling and feeling much fresher.

January saw us throw out a couple of offers to entice 
the good people of our surrounding villages to come and 
try out what we have on offer here at the sports centre.

We delivered 1500 leaflets door to door; each of these 
could have been exchanged for a free three-day pass that 
could be used in the fitness suite or to attend one of our 
studio classes. Available classes included circuits, zumba, 
cardiotone or boxercise.

Throughout January we offered a no pro rata fee for 
those who joined before 31st January. In English that 
means anyone who purchased a monthly membership in 
January didn’t pay the difference between when they join 
and when their first direct debit installment was due.

The last Friday of every month will become known 
as ‘bring a friend Friday’. This is the opportunity for 
those who are already members to bring along a friend 
absolutely free. They need only to attend a short gym 
induction on their initial visit and can then attend every 
last Friday of the month after that at no cost.

Here at the college we have some exciting offers and 
initiatives planned for the coming months, so please do 
continue to watch this space.

Caroline Derbyshire
Principal

The Way We Were
by Garth Collard

CALLING all adults who have some spare time and would like 
to volunteer.

Spare time is often a rare commodity; however, if you wish 
to help the young people of the village, then the squadron would 
welcome you without stretching your precious time too far.  

An adult can become either a civilian instructor or a member 
of the civilian committee. 

A civilian instructor will allow you to use your varied skills 
where they best fit. You don’t need any formal qualifications  – just 
enthusiasm. Many cadets go straight into volunteer roles when they 
leave at 20 years old – often they feel that they can give back their 
great experiences to a new generation of young people.  We are 
looking for keen adults of any age; whether you have an interest 
in aviation or not, we would like to hear from you.  

The civilian committee consists of members of the local com-
munity, ex-cadets and parents who have an interest in the welfare 
of the squadron staff and cadets. What is the commitment? There 
are between four and five meetings a year with the squadron com-
mander to see where we can help. Our main practical role is to 
monitor the squadron’s finances and expenditure. We also support 

Volunteers wanted for 2523 (Linton)
 Squadron Air Training Corps.

the cadets and squadron on the catering front whilst they are on 
fund-raising activities. This may involve about three to four oc-
casions a year. Not everyone on the committee has to participate 
in these activities. Participation is voluntary. 

We are holding a presentation evening at 7 for 7.30pm on 18th 
February at Linton village college. Feel free to come along and 
see the cadets receive their awards and summarise last year’s 
activities. You can talk to any of the committee members and 
squadron staff after the formal presentations, abut becoming 
more involved.

If any young person between 13-17 is interested in joining the 
Corps, they are very welcome to come along to the presentation 
evening or to a parade evening (Tuesday or Friday from 7.15pm 
at Linton youth centre).

If you are unable to make the evening, please call Flt Lt Dave 
Thompson on 07837 832003 for civilian instructor roles and Liz 
Masters on 01638 551993 if you wish to find out more about the 
civilian committee.

If you wish for further information regarding the organisation, 
www.raf.mod.uk/aircadet contains very useful information.  

Liz Masters



Watch batteries and straps fitted while you wait.
Jewellery repairs including sizing and polishing.

All repair work carried out on the premises by a 
professional with 40 years experience.

We stock a selection of:
Silver Jewellery • Photo Frames • 
Collectables • Toiletries • 
Greeting Cards • Gift Wrap

61 HIGH STREET, LINTON, CAMBRIDGE, CB21 4HS
TEL: 01223 894225

We stock a selection of:
Silver Jewellery • Photo Frames • 
Collectables • Toiletries • 
Greeting Cards • Gift Wrap
Browse our collection of gifts for 
all occasions

Roses
Beauty Salon
W E S T  W R AT T I N G

Facials,  Electrolysis,  
Waxing, Manicures,  

Pedicures,  Massage, 
Eyelash Tint ,  Ear Piercing. 

Mobi le service avai lable
Rene Guinot Agent

Tel Carol
01223 290492

or 07860 810689

KJL Roofing
All roofing repairs, lead-

work, renewal of pitched or 
flat roofs

New guttering, 
repairs/unblocking

Free estimates before any 
work commenced

25 years + Experience

Tel: 01223 892542
Mob: 07958 618440

TIM PHILLIPS & Co.
Accountants

Established 1991

Independent, specialist service for:

Small Business • Self Assessment
Personal Taxation

Free initial consultation – no obligation
EASY, FREE PARKING

Copley Hill Business Park, Cambridge Rd., Babraham

Off A1307 between Wandlebury and Babraham

Tel: 01223 830044. www.tpaccounts.co.uk

The Dog & Duck
63 High Street, Linton

Tel: 01223 891257

Open all day – every day
morning coffee, tea and pastries 

lunch 12-5 and dinner 5-11.
Families with children are more than welcome, 

Your Favourite Local to Eat, Drink, Relax and Enjoy 
Birthdays, Anniversaries, Special Occasions

Ristorante Italiano – Italian cuisine, perfect ales, 
superb food, great atmosphere...

http://www.dogandducklinton.co.uk
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Parish Council Matters

DO you remember the weekend before we had the snow? Did 
you drive towards Cambridge? Perhaps you saw a team of people 
planting hedges and trees along the A1307 between Cow Gallery 
Wood (I am sure Garth could tell us a tale about that name!) and 
the village college. Well, once the snow went, they were there 
again and this phase of planting should now be complete.

Linton has developed along a river valley – noise entering from 
both ends of this valley is amplified, and spreads to affect most 
of the village, unless you are shielded by neighbouring buildings. 
The intention is to plant a good thick hedge along the A1307 as it 
curves around our village, to help reduce the traffic noise, screen 
us from the sight of traffic and help to improve road safety.

This part of the road was built as a bypass for the village some 
years ago, when traffic was lighter. The road is notoriously danger-
ous, with many fatalities and accidents. With the increase of local 
populations, the traffic situation is set to worsen, particularly with 
the expansion of Haverhill. It has been found that a good growth 
of roadside trees and hedges makes people drive slower and more 
carefully – perhaps the roads seem narrower or the view is less 
boring, no matter, there are fewer accidents. It is noticeable that 
the  Linton bypass is very bare of greenery compared to the area 
near to Abington – for the moment, at least!

Following a tree warden meeting with the South Cam-
bridgeshire district council (SCDC) tree officers, I applied for and 
obtained a grant from the Real Hedge Fund and the Tree Council, 
for 325m of hedges and hedge trees with 40 extra trees – this was 
funded by Stella Artois; good to know that your lager drinking 
was all in a good cause!

The big problem was how to get it all planted – it was too 
big a job for our tree warden, Susan Anderson, and her team, 
however willing. So, after much investigation, I found a group 
able to take on the work – the community payback scheme, run 
through the probation service. These are people who have been 
sentenced to community orders for misdemeanours, and this is 
the type of reparation they do.

to Parsonage Way. This should disguise the chain link fence and 
bring the area more into tune with the surrounding countryside. 
It will also be a small payback to the fire crews who watered 
our trees in the summer drought. These hedges will be planted 
by another youth group – do not mistake the two organisations, 
please, but thank you to both!

We do have a problem - one area where we intended to plant is 
tarmac, an old entrance to the former telephone exchange. It was 
suggested that we have a bench here - what do you think?

The real hedge fund
IN a previous issue of Parish 
Council Matters was an article 
entitled ‘Have your say on 
recreation ground dog signs.’ 
Several residents responded, 
giving various views on the 
subject.

We were very distressed 
to hear that two little children 
were recently hurt by a dog in 
the children’s play area. Even 
though the dog was muzzled it 
pawed one child’s throat and 
then pounced on the other who 
ran away screaming. The dog 
and owner have been traced 
and the matter is now with the 
police and the courts.

The parish council will 
now be placing signs at all 
five entrances to the recreation 

ground reading ‘Dogs must be 
kept under close control at all 
times.’

The signs have no legal 
status and are not enforceable, 
as we have no local bye-laws. 
However, they might serve as 
a reminder to the few. National 
laws are applicable and it is 
these that are being used to ad-
dress the situation with the child 
... but note that dogs should 
not be taken into the venture 
playground.

If you are exercising your 
dog/s near the children’s play 
and venture areas please con-
trol your pet closely. We want 
everyone to be able to enjoy our 
lovely facilities.

Cllr Trysha Hunt

Dog signs

PEOPLE sentenced to do com-
munity service become work-
ers on the community payback 
(CP) scheme. Most have com-
mitted minor offences, such as 
anti-social behaviour, drugs 
offences, and other petty crime. 
They are given this punishment 
in order to make reparations 
to the community they have 
harmed, and hopefully to dis-
suade them from offending 
again.

There are many potential 
benefits to the community, and 
we would like to hear how they 
could help Linton - they need 
jobs to do! The work should 
not take work away from our 
local businesses, but is the hard 
graft that could be of great use 
to voluntary groups and local 
organisations - volunteers tend 
to have a certain maturity, and 
our old bones appreciate a bit 
of help ... 

One CP group cleared the 
leaves from around the library; 
this would have taken Colin 
Tofts, our village custodian, a 
lot of time, or the parish coun-
cil would have had to spend 
your money to do the work (if 
anyone could be found to do 
it). CP did a really good job, 
clearing and tidying far more 
than expected.

What impressed me was the 
range of skills of the people on 

the scheme - some had surpris-
ingly skilful and demanding 
day-jobs. Using these skills, 
CP built a skateboard park in 
Barton - perhaps they could 
help us provide a better and 
safer facility for our young 
people? That would be a great 
benefit.

So, if you have jobs to do, 
perhaps CP could help you - let 
us know.

Cllr Enid Bald

Community payback
- how it can help you

RECENT freezing weather conditions have led to 
an increase in potholes across the county and teams 
of maintenance staff have been sent out to deal with 
them.

However the county council needs your help to 
find the location of potholes in your area that they 
may not know about.

Ideally you should complete the online fault form at 
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/transport/roads/potholes 
or alternatively you can telephone 0345 045 5212.

Pothole watch

They arrived in their hi-vis jackets (Susan and I were the ones 
without these) and after thorough training and organisation by 
Susan, were set to work by their supervisors. Most were very 
motivated and enjoyed the work, and we hope it helped them as 
much as it helped us.

We did not use all of our allocation on the A1307, as high-
ways would not allow us to plant beyond Pocket Park – where 
the greenery would have linked to the recently planted trees on 
Bartlow Road (thanks to the SCDC tree officers for these). So, we 
have been given permission to plant the remaining hedging (and 
some extra Rowan trees) around the fire station and along the lane 

The tree species chosen should grow well on our soil, and reflect 
the natural mix of species in our ancient hedgerows. The mixture 
should also add interest, texture and colour to an otherwise boring 
stretch of road and there will be many benefits to wildlife – food, 
shelter and creating passages to link woodland areas. There will 
also be hedgerow fruit – sloes for sloe gin (I declare a personal 
interest here!), berries for jams, preserves and wines (guilty 
again), foliage and seeds for decorations, etc. The harvest from 
hedges will help teach future generations the value of nature and 
encourage them to appreciate their surroundings.

So, for no cost to the village, we have gained the many benefits 
that these hedges and trees will bring. However, it took a lot of 
work to obtain the grants, gain permissions and to organise. I 
reckon that Susan and I deserve a sample of hedgerow tipple to 
fortify us – and we raise a glass to all who helped!

Cllr Enid Bald

Bare fencing: wait until spring

Getting organised: Susan Anderson instructs the planters
Picture by Enid Bald

Picture by Enid Bald



BED AND 
 BREAKFAST

BAKERY COTTAGE  
WEST WRATTING 

CAMBRIDGE 
CB21 5LU

also
Cottage and Converted 

Barn to rent for holidays, 
weekends and short breaks. 

sleeping 6 and 4 people
         Tel Carol on

01223 290492
07860 810689

• FITTED KITCHENS /
 BEDROOMS /WARDROBES
• CABINET MAKERS
• BESPOKE JOINERY
• DOORS / WINDOWS / STAIRS
• WOODEN FLOORING
• CONSERVATORIES
• EXTENSIONS / REFURBISHMENTS

FREE
COMPETITIVE

ESTIMATES

Tel.: 01223 890600 Mobile: 07802 885390 

Watkins Joinery

20 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE 
INSURANCE WORK 

UNDERTAKEN

colin.watkins@keme.co.uk

Discreet Pest Prevention & Control

A J PEST CONTROL
FAST AND EFFECTIVE
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
COMMERCIAL - DOMESTIC - AGRICULTURAL

 Wasps, Hornets &Flies   Bird Control
 Mice and Rats    Squirrels and Rabbits
 Fleas, Bed Bugs and Ants  Cockroaches

Based in Linton
Contact: 01223 530988 or 07855478824
www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk

National Pest Technicians Association

Michael Crawley
Car Sales

Check out our great 
range of reliable 

used cars at www.
michaelcrawleycarsales.

co.uk or visit
  Unit 7 

Moonhall Business Park
Helions Bumpstead Rd

Haverhill CB9 7AA 
tel.01440 706707

mob. 07836220658
A Member Of Sesame limited Which is Regulated By The Financial Services Authority

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP THE PAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE, OR ANY OTHER LOAN
SECURED UPON IT.  WRITTEN DETAILS ON REQUEST

Ian Cross  DipPFS
01223 892821

email: Chapelifa@btinternet.com
De-Salis House, 6 Hillway Linton, Cambs, CB21 4JE

Independent Financial Advisers
SPECIALIST ADVICE ON

Pensions - Investments - Mortgages - Protection
Personal Financial Planning

FREE Initial Consultation & Without Obligation
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 Councilminutescouncilminutescouncilminutescouncilminutes

LINTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Linton Village Hall, Coles Lane, Linton, 

Cambridge CB21 4JS Tel: 891001 
 

Clerk to the council – Mrs Sue Parry 
 Email: lintonpc@btconnect.com

Website: www.lintoncambridgeshire-pc.gov.uk
Office hours: Monday 9am–12noon and 
4–5.30pm, Tuesday–Friday 9am–12noon 

Or by appointment 
Dates for full council meetings:

February 3rd and 17th, March 3rd and 17th 2011
All meetings held at the Cathodeon centre 

following the public forum commencing at 8pm

ABBREVIATED minutes of the meeting of the parish council 
held at the Cathodeon centre on Thursday 2nd December 2010.

Present: Ms E Cornell (chair), Mrs E Bald (vice chair), Dr B 
Cox, Mrs S Dew, M Gee, R Hickford, Ms T Hunt, J Linsdell, B 
Manley, Ms M Mannassi, G Potter, Mrs J Wilson and Mrs S Parry 
(clerk). Mrs K France (press) was also in attendance together with 
two members of the public.

Public forum: A resident of Tower View commented that 
another resident was causing anti-social behaviour affecting the 
neighbourhood and the police, fire and ambulance services. It 
appeared that the terms of the council lease were being breached 
almost daily yet the district council would take neither interest 
nor action.

Apologies for absence were received from councillor Cham-
pion. The chair welcomed back councillor Manley following his 
operation.

Matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held on 
18th November: Cllr Bald reported on an incident involving a 
group of youths and their victim in Finchams Close. The PCSOs 
had been called and the police had arrived promptly and had dealt 
with the issue and were to be commended.

Under the churchyard wall item, it was confirmed that Land-
mark Restoration had been asked to repair the section of wall 
bordering the school playground as a matter of urgency. Unfor-
tunately it had been too cold for this to take place. It was agreed 
to contact the fireworks committee for an update on how their 
repair to the wall was progressing.

Reports from co-ordinators: Open spaces and environment: 
Cllr Bald reported that it had been too cold for the hedges to be 
lifted and replanted. When the weather improved the community 
payback group would undertake this work. In the meantime they 
were willing to undertake work as required. It was agreed that 
the cemetery and the area on the recreation ground between the 
containers was in need of a tidy up. If there were any other areas 
in need the office or Cllr Bald should be contacted. The district 
council had confirmed that the grounds maintenance work on land 
behind Crabtree Croft and Symond’s Lane would commence on 
8th December.

Recreation ground: Cllr Hickford asked that the graffiti removal 
team be requested to attend to the tarmac area.

Venture playground: The clerk reported that following a play 
inspection check by council’s insurers the skateramp had been 
deemed unsafe to use. Consequently she and her assistant, with 
the help of Cllr Potter, had immediately cordoned off the ramp 
and posted warning signs. Discussion took place and it was agreed 
that either the ramp should be dismantled or permanent fencing 
should be erected to prevent it from being used. Cllr Mannassi 
offered to contact local contractors to see if they would lend us 
any spare harris fencing. It was agreed to post a notice on the 
Swan Bridge notice board and to keep the skateboarding com-
munity updated.

Leadwell Meadows, river and wildlife: Cllr Cox reported the 
other weir between the Mill and the one that council wished to 
re-establish had also been undercut. Cllr Bald reported that she 
had a contact interested in re-establishing ponds.

Allotments: It was confirmed that council were awaiting a 
response from the legal department at the district council. Liaison 
with Mr Lamb was ongoing.

Ratification of amendment to Standing Orders as per item 
at meeting of 18th November: All present were in agreement.

Consideration and renewal of grass maintenance contract: 
Cllr Gee proposed that the maintenance of the cemetery be offered 
as a separate contract. The proposal was seconded by Cllr Cox. 
A vote took place with ten votes in favour and one vote against. 
Proposal carried.

A resident had requested that the open space on Parsonage Way 
be cut fortnightly instead of monthly, this was refused.

Concerns were raised regarding the work that the council 
undertakes on behalf of the county and whether this should be a 
separate annual contract due to possible financial cutbacks. The 
clerk will contact the county council for further information.

Consideration of the terms of the lease between the county 
council on behalf of the Children’s Centre and the parish 
council on behalf of the Cathodeon building: Cllr Hunt pro-
posed that the council resolve to sign the lease subject to the clerk 
agreeing any amendments made. The proposal was seconded by 
Cllr Bald and resolved by the meeting.

ABBREVIATED minutes of the meeting of the parish council 
held at the Cathodeon centre on Thursday 6th January 2011.

Present: Ms E Cornell (chair), Mrs E Bald (vice chair), D 
Champion, Dr B Cox, Mrs S Dew, M Gee, R Hickford, Ms T 
Hunt, J Linsdell, B Manley, G Potter and Mrs S Parry (clerk). 
Mrs K France (press) was also in attendance with four members 
of the public.

Public forum: A resident of Symond’s Lane reported that he 
intended to take legal action over the development at Nichols 
Court.

Apologies for absence were received from councillors Man-
nassi and Wilson.

Disclosure of interest: Nichols Court item. Cllr Dew disclosed 
a personal and prejudicial interest as the owner of a property 
bordering the site. Cllr Dew took no part in the discussion and 
no decision on this matter was made. The item was deferred to 
the next meeting.

Matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held on 2nd 
December: Under the public forum, Cllr Champion confirmed that 
he had visited the complainant and had confirmed that she had a 
genuine complaint. Cllr Champion had suggested several alterna-
tives for her to pursue and had agreed to help with the composing 
of a letter to county councillor John Batchelor to investigate her 
complaint formally with a view of then asking the ombudsman 
to investigate a complaint of maladministration. If this failed to 
give a satisfactory response he had suggested that reliance on 
Article 8(2) of The Human Rights Act of 1998 be placed as the 
complainant was entitled to enjoy a peaceful existence etc.

Following the crisis meeting to discuss the skateramp an order 
for security fencing had been placed with Universal Fencing Ltd 
on 21st December. It had been agreed to purchase the fencing rather 
than renting as this had appeared to be the best option. 

Reports from co-ordinators: Open spaces and environment: 
Cllr Bald said that due to the lingering snow there was very little 
to report. However on one good weekend before Christmas the 
community payback team had planted hedging alongside the 
A1307 and cleared leaves from the Cathodeon centre site. This 
had been very helpful. No work on subsequent weekends had 
been undertaken due to the frozen ground. Hopefully further 
hedge planting would take place very soon.

Recreation ground: Discussion took place regarding the erec-
tion of dog signs. Cllr Hunt proposed that the wording of the 
signs be changed to read ‘Dogs must be kept under close control 
at all times.’ The proposal was seconded by Cllr Gee. A vote took 
place with nine votes in favour and one vote against. Proposal 
carried. It was also agreed to place the item on the next agenda 
when district councillors John Batchelor and Trisha Bear would be 
present and the district council’s position on the non-introduction 
of Dog Control Orders could be questioned.

Further discussion took place regarding the future of the skate 
ramp following a crisis meeting held on 20th December. It had 
become evident from this meeting that the half pipe design was 
unique and boarders were prepared to travel from Saffron Walden 
and the surrounding villages to use it. Therefore if the ramp were 
to be replaced it should be replaced by a half pipe. 

Cemetery: It was confirmed that following a quality check CGM 
Ltd had been asked to undertake work in the cemetery and had 
responded promptly. Cllr Gee reported that the ashes plot area was 
in need of leaf clearing and was very wet underfoot. It was agreed 
to contact HJ Paintin Ltd to remind them that they had offered to 
undertake a test dig in the proposed new burial area.

Rights-of-way: Cllr Cox said the Ramblers Association had 
reported that a stile by Footpath 9 The Claims was dangerous and 
in need of repair. The clerk confirmed that the county council’s 
countryside access team had been advised.

Venture playground: The clerk confirmed that prior to Christ-
mas and following an insurance inspection report, a set of swings 
had been taken down until they could be repaired.

Leadwell Meadows, river and wildlife: Cllr Cox reported that 
he had spoken to a resident who had misinterpreted the proposal 
to rebuild the weir. The resident had thought that the intention 
was to replace the sluice gates with a weir.

Churchyard: Cllr Cox confirmed that all but one of the holes 
in the churchyard wall had been repaired. The clerk would advise 
Landmark Restoration of the situation.

A1307, traffic and recreation ground parking: Cllr Cornell 
reported that the MP for Haverhill had suggested that the whole 
length of the A1307 should be made dual carriageway. She had 
advised him that a road with a development on either side could 
not be dualled and had now been invited to meet with him.

Cllr Champion reported that he had been unable to attend the 
recent neighbourhood panel meeting but had contacted the police 
regarding issues relating to illegal parking outside the Co-op.

Allotments: Following correspondence from the district 
council, Cllr Cornell suggested that a meeting of the allotment 
working party be called for Thursday 10th February at 7.30pm 
upstairs in the village hall.

Consideration to reduce grass cutting contract delegated 
by the county council from monthly during April to October 
(seven cuts) to three or four cuts per season: Following discus-
sion it was agreed to retain the seven cuts per year.

Consideration of response to Linton Action for Youth 
(LA4Y): Discussion took place and it was agreed to investigate 
the planning conditions associated with the Drop-in centre build-
ing on the recreation ground. It was essential that association 
with them be maintained as the building was sited on parish 
council land. Cllr Hickford had read through the LA4Y file and 
it was agreed that all documents be circulated to all councillors 
prior to the next meeting. Clarification on timescales and on the 
partnership were required. Advice may need to be sought from 
the monitoring officer.

Note: Copies of the full minutes, reports and documents re-
ferred to above can be inspected at the parish council office.

Skateramp: now fenced off for safety reasons
Picture by Graham Potter


