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A Happy NEW YEAR

to all our readers

LINTON DIARY
To guarantee entry into this diary please ensure that your

event is written into the diary in the Post Office.
Details of items in bold type may be found elsewhere in this edition.

You may also send an email with your event details to
diary@linton.info, or use the form on www.linton.info

JANUARY
  2 WI, 7.30pm VH
  4 Parish council meeting, 8pm CC
  5 Blood donor session, 1-3.30 & 4.30-7pm VH
  6 NO Farmers’ market
  6 Friends of St Mary’s coffee morning, 11am  VH
  9 Gardening club, 7.30pm VH
14 Camera club, 10am VH
16 Historical society, 7.30pm VH
17 CAMTAD, hearing help, 9am-12noon Health Centre
18 Parish council meeting, 8pm CC
26 Linton Churches Together healing meeting, 8pm URC
27 Dads and Tots 9.30-11.00am VH

FEBRUARY
  1 Parish council meeting, 8pm CC
  3 Farmers’ market, 9.30am LVC
  3 Horseheath races, 12 noon By-pass racecourse
  6 WI, 7.30pm VH
10 Liberal Democrats’ jumble sale, 2pm VH
10 Music society concert, 7.30pm VH
11 Camera club, 10am VH
13 Gardening club, 7.30pm VH
15 Parish council meeting, 8pm CC
18 Cambridge glass fair, 10.30am-4pm Chilford Hall
18 Friends of St Mary’s organ recital, 3pm St Mary’s
20 Historical society, 7.30pm VH

TWO items for the New Year are a Black & Decker sheet sander
and a cat basket. Still available are a bike for a 9-12-year-old
(needing small adjustment), two heart-shaped lockets and silver
padlock, the Epson printer with external CD rewriter, the
16in Philips TV, a BT Converse 300 telephone, and a BT
Converse 325 telephone with amplifier. Offers in the region of
£10 may secure any of these items.  The netball post raised £10
for Children of Chernobyl. The Gilbert and Sullivan tapes raised
£10 for Children in Distress.

All enquiries please to Kate France, 891602, or email
katefrance@linton48.freeserve.co.uk  All profits go to a village
or national charity chosen by the donor of the item.

Too good for jumble ...

Give a little time and
make a big difference
WOULD you be prepared

to invite a disabled child
into your home to give their
family a much needed break
and the child a welcome change
of scene?

The Family Link Service
needs volunteers from the Lin-
ton area to provide such short
break care on a regular basis in
the carer’s own home for any-
thing from a few hours to a
weekend or month. Carers can
be younger or older and come
from all walks of life, includ-
ing one or two parent families,
couples and single people.

Tax-free expenses are paid
and vary according to the level
of care and skill provided. Full
information, training and sup-
port is given. Although experi-
ence of disability is welcome,
it is not vital.

Sandy Watkins, who man-
ages the service, says: “It is
more important that you are
willing to learn, and are able to
make a disabled child or young
person feel welcome and to
provide safe care.

“Link children have a
learning or physical disabil-
ity or both. Without Link care,
many families would collapse
under the strain, and brothers
and sisters of Link children
would miss out on a valuable
opportunity to spend indi-
vidual time with their parents
while their disabled sibling is
away.”

Autistic children sometimes
face a longer wait for Link due
to lack of awareness about the
condition. Interest in caring for
autistic children is particularly
welcome.

Link carer Susan admits that
it can be hard work caring for
11-year-old Julie.  “But it’s

only for a relatively short time
and is such fun and so reward-
ing that it’s worth it,” she adds.

Helen, mother of eight-
year-old Michael, who has
both physical and learning dis-
abilities, says: “I can’t imag-
ine what life without Link
would be like.” Helen and her

husband John use the time they
get through Link to catch up on
everyday tasks most people
take for granted.

Their 10-year-old son
Thomas sums up what spend-
ing time with his Link carers
means to him. “It’s fun! They
make me laugh.”

Staff members and carers
from Link would be happy to
come and talk to your organi-
sation or group about Link.

To find out more about be-
coming a Link Carer, please
call the Family Link Service
on 0800 052 0078.

Carrie Cassels

JOEL WEST is only eight but he is already doing his bit to
clean up Linton. After doing a litter survey in part of Linton
for a piece of geography schoolwork, he was inspired to
put pen to paper and turn his plea for a cleaner, tidier village
into verse ...

Let’s clean up our act,
says Joel aged eight

Come clean: that’s Joel West’s plea to Linton

Having a ball: a child and carer enjoy themselves during a strenuous play session

WEEKLY
Junior badminton, 10am-12noon Sundays Sports Centre
Slimming World, 7.30pm Mondays      Cathodeon Centre
Whist drive, 7.30pm Mondays  Village Hall
Men’s keep fit club, 8pm Mondays and Wednesdays                 SC
Ladies’ netball, 7-9pm Mondays                                             SC
WEA, 10am Tuesdays  VH
South Cambs housing surgery, 10-11.30am Tuesdays VH (FF)
Linton chess club, 7.30pm Tuesdays                            CC
Tae Kwon Do, 6-8pm Tuesdays and Thursdays                  SC
Ladies’ badminton, 8-10pm Tuesdays  SC
IT club, 7pm Tuesdays  CC
Linton Granta bowls roll-ups, 2pm WednesdaysRear of pavilion
Linton radio race car club, 6-10pm Wednesdays  VH
Linton theatre workshop, Wednesdays (call 892076)
Tots-in-Tow, 10-11.30am Wednesdays in term time  VH
LVC badminton club, 8-10pm Thursdays  SC
Little Acorns, 10-11.30am Thursdays  VH
Carpet bowls, 7.30pm Thursdays  VH
Children’s trampolining, 3.30-4.30pm and 4.30-5.30pm Thursdays  SC
Junior basketball, 6-7pm Fridays  SC
Bridge club, 7pm Fridays  CC
Tap dancing, 7.15-8pm Fridays  VH
Granta badminton club, 8-10pm Fridays  SC
Adult social tennis, 2-3pm Saturdays   SC
Adult tennis coaching, Sundays (call 07791 150141)  SC
Boxercise/dance aerobics/TTB/spinning,   7-8pm various days,

                                 (call 890248) SC

Refuse collection: 2nd (plus green box), 8th, 22nd January
Recycling collection: 15th and 29th January

Library times: Monday Closed; Tuesday 10.30am-1pm,
2pm-5pm; Wednesday 2pm-5pm, 6pm-8pm; Thursday
Closed; Friday 10.30am-1pm, 2pm-5pm, 6pm-8pm;
Saturday 10am-12noon.

Picture by Family Link Service

I go for a walk and what
do I see?
Loads of litter dropped
but not by me.

Ring-pulls, lolly sticks,
cans and tins,
Rubbish is supposed to
go in bins!

Wrappers, bottles,
packets and bags,
Cigarette ends and
dirty old rags.

A motor cycle helmet
and burnt purse we
found.
Why did people leave
them on the ground?

Don’t drop litter, please,
recycle what you can.
If you can’t recycle it,
give it to the dustbin
man.

So look after Linton, but
who will do?
WE can. Yes, I mean me
and you!

Ode for LintonOde for LintonOde for LintonOde for LintonOde for Linton

WE hope our Gardening club members and visitors had a
good Christmas and we wish you all a happy New Year.

At the meeting on 9th January, Richard Todd will give
an illustrated talk on the Winter Garden at Anglesey Abbey. As
the weather is now about right for the season, the evening’s
entertainment should be really appropriate.

A warm welcome awaits you.
Gloria Fidler 891800

Timely talk for winter
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 the SANTA ranta
SPECIAL EDITION

I AM an annual visitor to Linton and I am finding it increasingly
difficult to get to the village and, when I arrive, to move around

safely. I usually travel long distances by air but the ever increas-
ing number of planes flying over Linton makes this dangerous so
I had to come overland this year. You have a new one-way system
which causes much confusion. The white lines are difficult to see
and when it snows at this time of year (and I am banking on it)
people are unsure when to give way. Mostly I find no one gives
way.

Year by year more houses have coloured and sometimes
moving lights on them, particularly near the one-way system and
this can be very disturbing for my reindeer friends who can be
distracted as they pass by. It is not good for road safety. We have
many families to visit and bright lights can easily scare us away.

Finally, young people are expecting more and more parcels to
be delivered by us and I am having to use a larger vehicle to
provide an enhanced customer service experience. I am very
disturbed to see that many people are opposed to my doing this
and displaying signs reading ‘Stop Santa’s sled expansion’

For more information please contact:
Father Christmas, Lapland

IT came to my attention when attending Smithfield and
Billingsgate markets with my pal ‘Pete the meat’, how

truly passionate are the people there. They live and breathe
the freshest and highest quality produce that money can buy.
Their energy is completely unrivalled and their language a
tad colourful, but the work is all happening while most folks
are tucked up in bed.

During these visits to the markets, I was struck that  we are
all being led down the supermarket path where you can buy
just about anything no matter the time of year. Where have
all our seasons gone? We are surrounded by the sea and have
some of the best grazing land you could hope for with a
thriving arable yield to match.

So over the 12 months of the year I will be offering recipes
for you to try at home. It’s all about simple, traditional
seasonal and local food, and whenever possible, fairly priced.

For this month I am giving you the old favourite:

ADVICE from trading standards officials is “If it looks too good
to be true, it probably is.” So beware! Fake lottery companies are
contacting unsuspecting ‘winners’ in the region, advising that
they have won a cash prize.

For the second time this year, a family in Emson’s Close has
received a letter congratulating them on winning thousands of
pounds in an international lottery. As no one had entered a draw
or bought a lottery ticket, they immediately suspected a scam –
especially when they read that to claim the prize it was necessary
to telephone or fax a number in Spain and give bank details.

If you are chosen as a winner of a lottery you can’t remember
entering, check it out with the police. If it is a scam, making any
kind of response could turn you into a loser.

Kate France, LNT

FIND out why we throw salt
over our shoulder and why we
avoid walking under a ladder,
and does it matter which way
the bed faces?

Discover why we ‘beat the
bounds’ and the background to
Maundy money. And what is
the story behind Keaw Yed
Wakes and Sawdust Pasties?

All will be revealed in this
entertaining and informative
look at some of the supersti-
tions, traditions and celebra-

THE four new Cambridgeshire Youth Banks are now inviting
applications from 13-19 year olds living in South Cambs, Cam-
bridge City, Hunts and East Cambs/Fenland.

The money the Youth Banks have to give out is from the
Youth Opportunity Fund and the Youth Capital Fund. The
money is to fund projects led by young people that give them and
other young people “things to do”. This could be anything from
DJing to sports activities and art and youth projects. The money
covers equipment costs as well as running costs.

The projects/activities must encourage one or more of the
following for the young people:

** to be healthy;
** to stay safe;
** to enjoy and achieve;
** to make a positive contribution;
** to achieve economic well-being
For more information and to get an application form, visit

www.cambsyouthbanks.org or call:
Jane Darlington 421588

Cambridgeshire Community Foundation

A BUSINESS exchange has
been set up on-line with the
aim of allowing Linton busi-
nesses to exchange informa-
tion and ideas, as well as prod-
ucts and services.

It is being run as a Google
group to begin with so it is
completely free. Anyone run-
ning a business in Linton or
surrounding areas (ie if you
receive the Linton News) is
welcome to apply.

We think the sort of people
who will get most out of the
exchange will be small busi-
nesses and self-employed in-
dividuals; but that is not to say
that larger businesses could not
benefit.

We also expect this could
be a good way for charities,
schools and other village or-
ganisations to contact people
e.g. to ask for help or sponsor-
ship of events.

Please note that this is a free,
non-commercial proposition
intended to help the local busi-
ness community, and no one
will get anything out of it other
than the exchange benefits of-
fered to all.

Also please note this inititive
does not conflict with the
Linton.info website; in fact we
hope it will support it – it just
provides a separate forum for

Linton gets on-line
business exchange

Why do we still
avoid walking

under a ladder?
tions of Britain. It promises
to be a simply ‘must attend’
experience for all social his-
torians and begins at 10am on
Tuesday 16th January  for
10 weekly one-and-a-half
hour lectures.

For further information
please contact Leslie Allison
on 891154 or e-mail to info@
lintonwea.org.uk.

There is also a website;
www.lintonwea.org.uk

Anne Parry-Smith

Superstitions, traditions and celebrations of Britain with
Brian Jones; the new Linton WEA course for the spring.

Youth Banks are open
for applications

Beware! There’s a lottery
scam going the rounds ...

We hope you enjoy this regular monthly article which
will, we trust, tickle your tastebuds. LNT

Cornerstone

Community

Church

Meets at the

Cathodeon Centre

10.30am Sundays

Everyone welcome

www.lintoncornerstone.org

E L E C T R I C A L

Electrical Installations
Periodic Inspection Reports

Tel: 01223 893 497
Mobile: 07976 838 373

N.C. Bowden

GARAGE

DOORS
SERVICED-REPAIRED

REPLACED

Spares for all makes
Free Estimate, Brochures

and Advice
Steel – GRP – Timber

Sectional single or double skin
Roller Doors

A.B.C. Garage Door Systems

Telephone 01223 893798
or mobile 07774 499537

www.garagedoorsabc.co.uk
email@garagedoorsabc

PAULINE'S
CHILDCARE IN 

LINTON
FOR UNDER FIVES

Ofsted registered

Monday – Friday
Ring for details
01223 891890

Heckford
Norton

Your local professionals for whatever legal help
you need in your business or personal life.

TEL: 01799 522636
18 HILL STREET SAFFRON WALDEN ESSEX CB10 1JD

www.heckfordnorton.co.uk

GLENWOOD
BOLTS & SCREWS LTD

SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY 
FASTENERS, FIXINGS & 

SILVERLINE TOOLS
Unit 2 Lintech Court

The Grip Industrial Estate, Linton 
Cambridge, CB1 6XN

Tel: 01223 892095 / 893931
Fax: 01223 894122

SPRINGFIELD HOUSE
14/16 Horn Lane, Linton

BREAKFAST

Tel 01223 891383

Regency house near Church,
River views from bedrooms &
guest lounge.

BED & BED & BREAKFAST
Mrs Monica Clarkson

4 Harefield Rise, Linton
Tel: 01223 892988

Quiet modern bungalow
Families welcome 

No Smoking

White Chimneys

Garden Design

DON’T  WAIT  UNTIL  MAY,

START  PLANNING  TODAY!

Design in winter, plant in spring

and be ready to enjoy by summer.

Judith Rawlinson

BSc DipGD(InstGD)

Tel: 01223 897825
Email:Judithr2011@aol.com

www.whitechimneys-design.co.uk

business-to-business ex-
changes.

It will be monitored by Alan
Crooks and Andrew Clark, but
the only monitoring (which we
hope will not be necessary) will
be if any inappropriate mes-
sages are posted – we won’t let
it be a place where people can
criticise others; it is only for
support, help or exchange.

Alan has recently set up
Camtion, a project manage-
ment training and consultancy
business in Linton; Andrew
runs NextNorth, a media de-
sign and production company,
also in Linton.

If you would like to join the
Linton Business Exchange
please email Alan Crooks at
alan.crooks@camtion.co.uk
and an invite and the web ad-
dress will be sent to you.

Alan Crooks

All firms
welcome
as new
venture
is set up

Chef’s Corner
with Joel

Lancashire Hot Pot

A classic British dish using the cheaper cuts of lamb, it
would have been mutton for the Lancashire mill and pit
workers. Some oysters or kidneys would have been added
for extra richness by those who could afford such luxuries.

This dish should only take about half-an-hour to prepare
and three to three-and-a-half hours to cook to perfection.

Ingredients:   (serves 4)
4 lamb neck fillets
800g large white potatoes peeled and thinly sliced
700g thinly sliced onions
150ml red wine
150ml beef stock
50g melted salted butter
Sprig of fresh rosemary from the garden
Salt and pepper to season
Method:
Using a thick-bottomed casserole pot, heat it on the stove top

and sear the seasoned lamb cuts with a little of the butter.
Remove the lamb and add the onions to the meat juices and
caramelise. Add the red wine and reduce the liquid by three
quarters. Remove the softened onions and liquor. Replace the
lamb into the pot. Spread the onion mix over the lamb, cover
with the stock and season with the salt and pepper. In a
decorative way, lay the potatoes over the lamb. Push down with
your hand so the stock moistens the potatoes. With a pastry
brush, paint the potatoes with the melted butter; this will give
a nice golden finish. Place a lid on the pot. Put into the middle
of a pre-heated oven at 180 degrees (Gas Mark 4) for about
three to three-and-a-half hours. A knife should slide through the
food to the bottom of the casserole with no resistance.

This dish should be served with braised red cabbage and
glazed carrots. The cooking times are ideal to enable you to
prepare the dish then pop down to your local pub for a chat
with your friends.

Joel Palmer

Linton CE Infant School
Boost your vitamin D levels, or just enjoy being outdoors for 

half an hour! (And get paid!)

MIDDAY SUPERVISORS
Hours: One hour per day (12 noon to 1pm)

Monday to Friday, term-time only.
Salary: Cambs County Council Pay Scale for Midday Staff

Scale 1c – £6.41 per hour

We are seeking individuals to join our friendly and reliable 
team of staff who supervise and interact with pupils during 

lunchtime. If you are able to spare one hour per day, Monday 
to Friday each week during term-time, we would like to hear 
from you. Job sharing is welcome in this role, which would 

enable you to nominate the day(s) on which you wish to work.
For an informal discussion about the post and to request an 

application pack, please contact us on 01223 891421.

Be Pampered
Hold a Virgin Vie At Home PartyVirgin Vie At Home PartyVirgin Vie At Home PartyVirgin Vie At Home PartyVirgin Vie At Home Party and feel ready
to take on the New YearNew YearNew YearNew YearNew Year. We’ll show you and your
friends how to feel revitalised and pampered
every day without leaving your front door. Keep
your New Years New Years New Years New Years New Years resolution to look after yourself.

Call Elle On 07733005521 or Take a look at my web-
site: www.myvirginvieathome.co.uk/ellenanorthern
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Post and email addresses and deadline for letters are on
page 8. Please note: All letters for publication must be

supplied with a full name and address to enable us to check
authenticity. Letters may be edited.
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Readers write ......

Dear Editor
I want to express my
delight at receiving a copy
of Linton In Pictures – it is a
beautiful publication: in
Garth Collard’s work, on
the photographs and
history, and in Norman
Dann’s production.
It is endlessly fascinating
and, at the same time,
educational for those of us
who have chosen Linton as
our home rather than
having grown up here.
I especially like the way it is
presented in categories
rather than time periods,
giving a real flavour of
aspects like farming (one of
my favourite sections) and
extended comparisons like
the sections on the High
Street and social gather-
ings.
It is an interesting twist
that a book about village
history is, I am sure,
destined to be a long-
cherished and ultimately
historical document in
itself.
The fact that a publication
of such quality was deliv-
ered free to residents, each
copy carefully protected
with a plastic covering, is
very unusual and speaks
to other interesting facts
in the background. It was
a co-operative venture
that brought together
village skills, organisations
and willingness to put in
the work and worry that
this kind of project de-

Dear Editor
Garth Collard and Norman
Dann, and their colleagues,
have produced a remarkable
and fascinating record of
Linton in the past.
This must have involved a
great deal of hard work and
we would like to express our
gratitude for the booklet,
which will no doubt bring
back memories to many in
the village.
Wendy and Mike Francis,
Mill Brook, Mill Lane

mands.
While costs were covered
by the Heritage Lottery
Fund, both the Linton
News and the Linton &
District Historical Society
were deeply involved.
Linton News volunteers
provided the backbone of
the production with
Norman doing the design,
editing and typesetting,
proof-reading by
Alan Judge, Gloria Fidler
and Kate France, and
former Linton News editor
Sally Simmons as the
editorial consultant. And,
of course, the paper
handled the deliveries.
It has been a tremendous
project and I am sure
everyone in the village
appreciates the effort.
John Keeble,
Parsonage Way

Thanks for the pictures

We have also received many
comments  in praise of the
book: these two letters seem
to sum up your delight.
                                     Editor

IN this reminiscence, a man
who grew up in Linton during
the Sixties reflects on what he
recalls as a far better time:

The year was 1968. Can it
really be more than 40 years
since Raymond Brown,a
schoolfriend of mine, affection-
ately known as Chalky (accord-
ing to another former pupil,
Nigel Stimpson who subse-
quently emigrated to America),
waded intrepidly waist-high
into the swollen,raging
floodwaters that deluged Lin-
ton village High Street that
year.

Residing in the small town –
or is it a large village, always a
conundrum – of Linton between
1962 and 1969, poignant im-
ages of a vanished world come
flooding back to me; the little

crumpled jacket of similar vin-
tage to its owner, used habitu-
ally to grub around and scav-
enge for discarded cigarette
ends salvaged from the side of
the road in the hope of coaxing
a few more puffs from the stubs
that he retrieved.

His unconventional behav-
iour elicited much merriment
and facetious joshing from the
more raucously delinquent el-
ement. He was a juicy target
as the butt of their juvenile
humour.

Yet life was more contained
and constrained then, hori-
zons were narrower, possibly
restricted, but life did not in-
volve futile journeys on the
road to nowhere – otherwise
known as Tesco or Homebase
– with attendant pollution and

shops that lined the picturesque
High Street, butcher, grocer,
ironmonger, baker, Annie
Kidman’s sweet shop, a heav-
enly emporium of sugary con-
fectionary, the old mill by the
river Granta and the ford, the
water tower standing like a sen-
tinel on a knoll off the Balsham
Road; the recreation ground
behind the Dog and Duck pub-
lic house, the implausibly com-
pact yet efficient little fire sta-
tion, the multiplicity of hostel-
ries and coaching inns, many of
which have long since drawn
their last flagon of ale; the rail-
way before Beeching’s axe fell
and the florid characters and
eccentrics who bestrode the vil-
lage lanes.

One idiosyncratic local, an
aged gentleman clad in an old

IS it really 12 months
since our last Christ-
mas party? As the

weather is so unseasonal, we
have a job to believe it’s De-
cember.

However it’s party time
again and a large group of WI
members enjoyed a lovely

incessant traffic congestion.
Now vast housing estates,

insipid and uninspiring, fan
out from the perimeter of innu-
merable towns and villages;
the relentless spread of subur-
bia spawning more roads and
more traffic.

If I could travel back in time,
then Linton of the 1960s would
be my stopping place.

As I put pen to paper, I gaze
nostalgically at the class pho-
tographs of Linton Church of
England school, 1968, final
year aged 11. The faces are
suspended frozen in time, eter-
nally young, as I last remem-
ber them.

Martin Phillips,
38 Bryn Clwyd, Mold,

Flintshire
(01352 758794)

Fond memories of times past in Linton

Christmas meal, starting with
home-made soup, followed by
the usual Christmas fare, and
ending with the most wonder-
ful desserts, all washed down
with wine etc.

This was all provided by
the catering sub-committee
and our grateful thanks go to

them for all their hard work.
We were thoroughly enter-
tained by Hilary Sage who
gave us an amusing account
of Christmas, with various
poems and readings.

After coffee and mince
pies, we had a raffle and
members returned home

happy and replete. Our next
meeting will be on 2nd Janu-
ary. The speaker will be Ve-
ronica Bennett who will be
‘Putting the House to bed’.

The competition is ‘Name
the House’. Members and
visitors will be most welcome.

Tricia Lewis 893609

Dinner and wine, poems and readings

Faces from the Sixties: a time remembered with great pleasure by at least one member of this Linton class

’

Students
20% off

Special Kids
Prices

THE

ROOM
37 Bartlow Road, Linton

Tel: Pippa (01223) 890890
OPENING TIMES
Mon 9-5 pm
Tues 9-5 pm
Wed 9-7 pm
Thurs 9-7 pm
Fri 9-5 pm
Sat 9-3 pm

Senior Citizens 
Monday & Tuesday

Late opening until 7 pm on
 Wednesday & Thursday

MALLYON & DONALDSON
Linton

Specialising in both Modern and

Traditional building methods.

Tel: 01223 891267
Mob: 07941 220868

All contracts finished to a high standard.
Reliable service. Local references available.

Monday 8:30am - 6pm
Tuesday 8:30am - 6pm
Wednesday 9:00am - 8pm
Thursday 8:30am - 8pm
Friday 8:30am - 6pm
Saturday 8:00am - 3pm

Wednesday - Thursday
AND every other Sunday

10am - 1pm

Special rates for senior citizens Monday to Friday

Fully air conditioned

Linton Community Sports Centre
 The FITNESS Suite
Whatever your fitness need, come &
see our new range of fitness equipment,
changing rooms & public-only entrance
Now open throughout the school day,
& open 52 weeks of the year!

NEW! Floodlit All Weather Football Pitch
For more information—call or email now!

 Tel: 01223 890248
E-mail: lintoncommunitysportscentre@hotmail.co.uk

Cambridge 892263

16 BACK ROAD, LINTON

DOE, ADI and MIAM

☎

Festive
fun: some
of the
members
enjoying
the WI
Christmas
dinner

Picture by
Bel Griffiths

‘

• FITTED KITCHENS /
BEDROOMS /WARDROBES

• CABINET MAKERS
• BESPOKE JOINERY
• DOORS / WINDOWS / STAIRS
• WOODEN FLOORING
• CONSERVATORIES
• EXTENSIONS / REFURBISHMENTS

FREE
COMPETITIVE

Tel.: 01223 890600 Mobile: 07802 885390

Watkins Joinery

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
INSURANCE WORK

UNDERTAKEN
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WHEN Stan and Sylvia Page moved to Linton,
their garden was a disaster area. Their bungalow
in Chalklands had been built on an old rubbish tip
and the brambles and weeds stood 10 feet high.

So the Pages set to work sorting out their
garden. That was six years ago – and this sum-
mer all the hours and hours spent getting things
in shape were rewarded when Stan and Sylvia’s
garden was voted South Cambridgeshire district
council’s best kept garden for 2006.

For 18 months after they moved in, Mr and
Mrs Page kept coming across all manner of
things in their garden – a kerbstone, bits of an
old motor-bike and various car engine parts
among them – as they worked to clear their
patch.

This summer when the best kept garden
judges toured South Cambridgeshire, they

awarded Stan, 78, first prize – £120 worth of
garden vouchers from Scotsdales who spon-
sored the competition.

Stan said: “I’ve gone in for the award for the
past four years after getting the garden in shape,
and had three second places and now a first.”

Stan’s only remaining problem is trees over-
hanging his garden from the cemetery next door.
They shed their leaves all over his lawn and the
greenfly attracted by the trees  produce a sticky
residue on anything underneath. “The trees really
need attention,” Stan said.

The Pages moved to Linton from nearby
Weston Colville where they had lived for 20 years.
“We knew Linton and liked it, so when we decided
to move, we chose to come here,” Stan said. “It’s
a lovely place and everyone is so friendly.”

LNT

Blooming wonderful!

Growing success: the result of all the Pages’ hard work can be seen in this picture
Picture supplied by Stan Page

MIKE Petty, well-known
local historian, gave the

Historical society a fascinating
talk and showed slides of Cam-
bridge and a selection from the
surrounding villages in time
past. This talk was based on the
second revised and expanded
edition of his book Vanishing
Cambridgeshire, which has
been recently published.

This book is mainly illus-
trated using photographs taken
by members of the Cambridge
Antiquarian Society in the early
years of the 20th century to record
the many major technological
and social changes taking place.
In particular he highlighted the
arrival of the motor car and its
impact on the street scene. The

Local knowledge is
put to the test

during history talk
society photographed buildings
and scenes that were soon to
vanish forever or undergo great
transformation.

Members of the audience
were invited to guess the loca-
tions shown, and some of these,
especially around the market
square in Cambridge, proved
quite challenging. Several
scenes depicted everyday life
and commemorated special
events, for example, Good Fri-
day skipping on Parker’s Piece.

Local people have provided
much interesting and thought-
provoking detail in conversa-
tions with Mike, which added
greatly to our understanding and
enjoyment of the photographs.

Nearer to home, we were

shown a picture of the Bartlow
Hills taken about 100 years
ago, surmounted by quite large
trees. Also, a delightful one of
players of the then new game
of croquet on the lawn of the
Rookery at Hildersham.(the
house no longer exists).

Mike was very complimen-
tary about the recent Linton in
Pictures book and plans to re-
view this in his Wednesday
article in the Cambridge
Evening News. The  next meet-
ing at 7.30pm on Tuesday 16th

January in Linton village hall
is a talk entitled History of
Abington Part 2, when we wel-
come back Jennifer Hirsh. All
are most welcome.

Anne Parry-Smith

ON 22nd November, Linton
zoo received one of the top
commendation awards from
the zoo world at a prestigious
awards ceremony held at
Dublin zoo, and attended by
more than 80 people. A cer-
tificate was presented to Kim
Simmons by Mr Simon Tonge
the chairman of BIAZA (Brit-
ish and Irish Association of
Zoos and Aquariums).

The award particularly
highlights the zoo’s efforts in
maintaining high levels of
animal welfare. This award-
winning programme demon-
strates how modern zoos can
be a powerful force for con-
servation, tackling issues

such as species’ extinction in
the wild.

Held annually, the BIAZA
awards recognise outstanding
contributions and achieve-
ments in the fields of wildlife
conservation, advances in
animal welfare and hus-
bandry, sustained breeding
programmes, marketing, PR,
education, research, enclo-
sure design and individual
outstanding achievement.

Dr Miranda Stevenson,
BIAZA director, said: “The
rare lemur breeding centre at
Linton is an exciting project
with four separate lemur
groups sharing a large out-
side enclosure, with links to

Linton zoo wins top award
in situ work.The award-win-
ning and commended pro-
grammes under the spotlight
demonstrate the huge invest-
ment of energy and resources
made by our leading zoos to
support conservation, and
help to prevent species’ ex-
tinction in the wild.

“Conservation within zoos
and aquariums is no longer a
matter of choice, and these
awards recognise and cel-
ebrate the vital contributions
that our members are making
to conservation and education
each year. Equally, they are
standard bearers for good ani-
mal husbandry and welfare.”

Kim Simmons

Reg No. 34107

PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER - Estd. 1966
All aspects of Central Heating and Plumbing

Boiler Service & Maintenance
Bathroom Suites & Power Showers
Kitchen Installations - Tap Washers

Telephone 01223 892311
Mobile 07885 068047

A Member Of Sesame limited Which is Regulated By The Financial Services Authority

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP THE PAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE, OR ANY OTHER LOAN

SECURED UPON IT.  WRITTEN DETAILS ON REQUEST

Ian Cross
01223 892821

email: Chapelifa@btinternet.com
De-Salis House, 6 Hillway Linton, Cambs, CB1 6JE

Independent Financial Advisers
SPECIALIST ADVICE ON

Pensions - Investments - Mortgages - Protection
Personal Financial Planning

FREE Initial Consultation & Without Obligation

ASWW
INSTALLATIONS
Domestic & business
telephone/Sky/broadband

extensions moved,
supplied & repaired
Internal & external 

cabling

Tel: 07990 898389

ALAN NOAKES

NO JOB TOO SMALL
Call: 01223 893075
mobile: 07968327782

No Call Out Charge•Free Este imate

Domestic Plumbing 
Services

Bathroom/Shower installation
Burst/Leaking pipes repairs

Washing Machine &
Dishwasher Installations
Pumps/Tanks/Cylinders
Immersion replacements

P T Carpentry &
Building Services
where quality is affordable

Loft conversions, 

renovations, extensions, 

kitchens, bathrooms,

and all aspects of carpentry

Paul Turner

23 Rivey Way, Linton
Tel 01223 892174

Mob 07939 568767

Carpentry, Plumbing, Tiling
Door / Window Replacement
Kitchen / Bathroom Refitting

Fencing, Decking, Gardening
Painting, Decorating
Flat Pack Assembly

Property Maintenance

Steve Jackson
Service Engineer

All domestic appliance repairs, 
15 years industry experience.
Very reasonable rates.
Quick & reliable service.

Steve Jackson
(Home) 01223 893114
(Mobile) 07963 854653
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POT POURRI (25)

THREE people, call them Alpha (a), Beta (b) and Gamma (c),
paid for their purchases with an interesting property as to the
amounts.

Let the products of Alpha’s amount times Beta’s amount
plus 1 be x, ie (ab +1)  = x;
Let Alpha’s amount times Gamma’s amount plus 1 be
y,  ie (ac +1)  = y;
Let Beta’s amount times Gamma’s amount plus 1 be z,
ie  (bc +1)  = z.
What were the individual amounts Alpha, Beta and
Gamma paid if their combined total amount came to less
than 35, and that x, y and z are all perfect squares?
(A perfect square is a whole number multiplied by itself,
eg 25 = 5 x 5.)

Solution  to No 24 – The buying of items
For the 100 items costing £100, there are three bottles of wine @
£15, 41 bottles of water @ £1 and 56 packets of peanuts @ 25p.

Urania

A WHILE ago, Linton Theatre Worshop
 presented their first play Murder by

Bedpan, at Linton village college hall.
It was originally to be performed only on

14th October, but an extra show on the 13th

was put on due to popular demand. The play
was a comical murder mystery, written by
Karen Merrison and directed by Emma Ross
(both Linton residents). The audience was
invited to help Detective Cuffs interview
suspects and identify the murderer. The au-
dience was treated to a Ploughman’s meal

A successful Murder

The cast of Murder by Bedpan. Back row (left to right) Joe Osborne, Mike Powell.
middle row (seated) Karen Merrison, Kate Callaghan, Angela Stansall and (standing)

Helen Hine. Front row: Tricia Van Linden, Wendy Hine and producer Emma Ross

and some brave people came in fancy dress.
Everyone, both audience and cast members,
appeared to enjoy the evening immensely.

Linton theatre workshop was set up with
an arts council grant in 2005. The group is
now starting to plan its next production which
will take place in May/June 2007, so if you
would like to join this friendly group, either
as a budding actor or as a backstage helper
(no experience necessary) call Tricia Van
Linden on 892076 for details.

Karen Merrison

THE Linton Granta playgroup
and toddlers held their Christ-
mas fair at the village hall in
Linton on Saturday 2nd De-
cember. Father Christmas vis-
ited and the children had lots
of fun playing Hungry Santa,
making Christmas decorations
and enjoying home-made
cakes and biscuits. Mums,
dads and grandparents were
able to do some Christmas
shopping and try their luck on
the tombola and raffle.

An incredible total of £700
was made which will go
directly towards buying new
toys and equipment for both
groups. Thank you to every-
one who helped to organise
the fair, to all who helped on
the day, and to our generous
sponsors and raffle prize pro-
viders.

Our toddler groups run
from 10-11.30am on Mondays
for children aged up to three
years and on Tuesdays for chil-
dren from 18 months to three
years. For more information,
please see our website
www.Lintongrantaplaygroup.co.uk
or contact Kate Kell, chairper-
son on 894970.

Fiona Tideswell

£700 will
provide

lots of fun
for children

LINTON infant school per-
formed a fun Christmas musi-
cal which told the traditional
biblical nativity story, while a
parallel hi-tech version of the
story played out in which
Joseph has a mobile phone to
book ahead and the Wise Men
buy frankincense online.

A satellite navigation sys-
tem, mobile phones and an
internet connection might have
helped the original cast, but
with the special star in the sky,
a stable in reserve and the Wise
Men having already organised

their gifts, all was well.
All our staff and pupils were

involved in this production, but
special thanks must go to Mrs
Barrar and Mrs Knight for their
musical input and to Ms
Stansall for her choreography
and stage direction.

Although this play was chal-
lenging for our young children,
as always, they rose to the oc-
casion and clearly delivered the
message of the Nativity –
peace, hope and joy in abun-
dance.

Heather Sturman

Picture by Ron Pitkin

The dot.com Nativity

THE winners of the December K-Club draw were:
1st prize  (£50) Mrs J Appleyard (No. 054)
2nd prize (£25) Kevin Madden     (No. 311)
3rd prize (£10) Phyllis Scott         (No. 239).

December winners in the K-Club

LAST October, Margaret Jones from Her Majesty’s Inspector-
ate (an Ofsted related body of Inspectors) spent the day at Linton
infant school to carry out an inspection of Personal, Social and
Health Education (PSHE).

The thorough one-day inspection included scrutinising docu-
mentation, analysis of the children’s work, lessons, playtime,
lunchtime and an assembly. The outcome was phenomenally
successful and a real accolade to staff, pupils, parents, governors
and the local community.

The school was judged as good, with many outstanding fea-
tures. Some lines taken directly from the report: “The personal
development of pupils is outstanding. Pupils are very well be-
haved, thoughtful and tolerant ... they work together well in groups
and look after each other ... this is a school which practises what
it preaches and where every child really does matter.”

Headteacher Heather Sturman  said: “We believe very strongly
that high standards in PSHE have a positive impact on children’s
learning in other areas and, crucially, enable them to be good
citizens.  We are extremely proud of this report.”

If you would like to read the full report, log on to the school
website www.lintoninfants.com on the Latest News page.

Heather Sturman

Infant school gets top marks
from Ofsted inspectors

Just for fun ...
AS many of you have visitors during the festive period, I thought
you might like to have something to amuse you. Below are a few
anagrams which are all to do with this time of year, including a
couple that are “tongue in cheek”.

I have given you the number of letters and words for the
answers to help you (as if you need it!) Answers will be published
in next month’s Linton News.

Editor

1. ACGGIILNNORS  - - - - -   - - - - - - -
2. AAACLNSSTU  - - - - -  - - - - -
3. ADEEHHHILLNOTTVYY  - - -  - - - - -  - - -  - - -  - - -
4. ACDEINOORST  - - - - - - - - - - -
5. ACEHIMMRRRSSTY  - - - - -  - - - - - - - - -
6. AAEEHNPPRWYY  - - - - -  - - -  - - - -
7. ACDDGHIIMNPRSSTU  - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - -
8. DEEEINRR  - - - - - - - -
9. EENPRSST  - - - - - - - -
10. EGHILS  - - - - - -
11. CGIKNOST  - - - - - - - -
12. CEHIMNY  - - - - - - -
13. CEEIIMNPS  - - - - -  - - - -
14. AEEGINORTV  - - - - - - - - - -
15. ABCKNPRTUY  - - - - - - - - - -

61 HIGH STREET, LINTON,  CAMBRIDGE CB1 6HS
TEL: (01223)894225

We stock a selection of
Silver Jewellery • Photo Frames •

Collectables • Toiletries •Greetings
Cards • Gift Wrap

Watch Batteries and Straps fitted while you wait.
Jewellery Repairs including sizing and polishing.

All repair work carried out on the premises by a
professional with 40 years experience

LINTON
VILLAGE
MOTORS

01223 830550
BOURNE BRIDGE ABINGTON CAMBRIDGE

(near COMFORT CAFE)

   • Authorised MOT centre • ALL MAKES serviced and repaired 
   • Competitive prices on tyres & exhausts
   • Collection and delivery arranged  •  FREE advice
   • Polite friendly staff  •  FREE use of courtesy car

A FULLY INSURED MOT APPROVED GARAGE

CAN YOUR MECHANIC SAY THAT?

ProClean

Carpet Cleaning
Mobile Valeting

Upholstery Cleaning
Contract Office Cleaning

Cleaning of Patios & Paths

TEL: 890433 / 0777 375 8355

Tel: (01223) 890 433 Mob:0777 375

8355

Local  Professional and Friendly Service

Star cast: Chloe Wells, Emma Foster, Ivor Crooks, Alicia
Overall, Thomas D’Costa (back row, from left); Lucy Coston,

Niall Jackson (middle); Jenny Godfrey, Chanelle Chipps

The shop payers

         Annette's 

Beauty & Well Being

At The Bank House

37 High Street, Linton CB1 6HS

Telephone: 01223 891900

Annette Jackson vtct iihht babtac & Reiki master

Beauty with a different approach, treating the whole person mind, body, and soul,

just take a little time for yourself & see how much better you can feel.......Heavenly

All treatments carried out in strict confidence – Gift vouchers available
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IF you were lucky enough to
have been given a camera

for Christmas – or you al-
ready had a camera and loved
or hated the photos you took –
start the new year with a new
interest ... come along to
Linton’s growing camera
club.

You can be sure of a
friendly welcome from mem-
bers whose skills range from
novice to very experienced.

It looks like being an ex-
citing year ahead with mem-
bers’ ideas for the 2007 pro-
gramme including awaydays
to the Lakenheath fighter
base, a day’s photography at
a seaside resort (hopefully
travelling on a 1947 coach),
and trips to local events and
places such as Castle Acre.

Indoor events under dis-
cussion include art and pho-
tography (and how to do it),
building your own mini-stu-
dio for photography, and im-
age shows as a form of photo-
journalism.

The club’s autumn exhibi-
tion at the village hall is open to
every member and you can be
sure of having photographs
worthy of showing if you come

along and enjoy the awaydays
and ‘hall’  events.

The final programme still
has to be set, but we expect to
have our usual monthly meet-
ings – on the second Sunday
of the month – plus some ex-
tra local outings.

And you can always find
plenty of help with your pho-
tography and, for digital us-
ers, handling your photo-
graphs on computer.

The club is pleased to see a
growing female membership
and hopes to improve in that
area in particular during  2007,
but everyone is welcome with a
very wide range of ages and
photographic interests. For a
female perspective, contact
Tracey Wilson on 891988.

For the first time, club
photographs can now be
shown on a digital projector
... imagine your photographic
masterpiece shown at wall
size.

If you would like further
information about the Linton
Camera club, or you want to
come along to see whether
you like it, please phone
Roger Lapwood 891104.

John Keeble

The camera club
can show you how

HERE are some of the submitted pictures (right) we had to
omit last year through lack of space, and (left) a couple of
recent local views. We hope you enjoy them; they were
mostly taken by members of the camera club.

From the Linton News archives ...

L.B. CABSL.B. CABS
LINTONLINTON

PHONE LINTON 

01223 892986

For all your long and 
short taxi trips

Airports
Courier Service 

available

K.CLAXTON

Painter 
& Decorator

Interior & Exterior
Free

 
Estimates

Tel: (01223) 892190
Mobile: 07910149353

Linton Based

Hair & Beauty Salon
113 High Street, Linton Cambs. CB1 6JT

Hair, Beauty, Nails and New fast tan sun bed
Open 6 days a week Mon/Tues/Friday 9am - 6pm

Wed/Thurs 9am - 8pm Sat 8.30 - 4pm

No Appointment necessary

Call 01223 891161 for more information

Monday - Friday 20% off all hair and 
beauty treatments for OAP's

A fitness programme
incorporating aerobic dance
and muscle strengthening &

toning for all adult age
groups and fitness levels
Saturdays 9.30-10.30am

at

The Village Hall, Hadstock
For more information call
Sarah on 07703 422394

or email
saffron.walden.jazzercise@

googlemail.com
F r e e

c u r t a i n  
l i n i n g  w i t h
e v e r y  o r d e r

Curtains made-to measure
Full Re-upholstery Service

Linton Road, Hadstock, Cambs

01223 890556

Linton Road,
Hadstock, Cambs

01223 890556

January
Sales

 2nd - 31st

 20% off
    Prestigious Fabrics,

50% off selected
curtain poles.
New in memory

foam mattress toppers
and Fogarty Duvets

Charlie Saville
Builder &
Decorator
 Tel/Fax:             
 01799 513413

 mobile:            
 07721 372642

SARAH CHAMBERLAIN

delivering worldwide

61a High Street, Linton

891740

your local florist

designer-drapes.com

BED  and BREAKFAST
ANN & GEORGE PEAKE

Linton Heights
36 Wheatsheaf Way, Linton

Tel: (01223) 892516
Comfortable & friendly

Can anyone help?

Granta football club during the 1967-1968 season

Picture courtesy Mrs Eileen Smoothy

Trudi Alexander’s class at the infant/junior school
Picture courtesy

of Hilary Chapman

IF anyone can identify the people in these photo-
graphs and the year of the school picture, Garth
Collard would love to hear from you. Please contact
him on 892395.

May: the bridge is lowered into position at Stantons Lane

May: Oxfam walkers by the Dog and Duck

April: Garth Collard at the Linton in Pictures exhibition

Winter sunlight strikes houses in the High Street

A study in tranquillity beside the Granta

Roses
Beauty Salon
W E S T  W R AT T I N G

Facials,  Electrolysis,  
Waxing, Manicures,  

Pedicures,  Massage, 
Eyelash Tint ,  Ear Piercing. 

Mobi le service avai lable

Rene Guinot Agent
Tel Carol

01223 290450
or 07796 333351
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LINTON COUNTRY DIARY by Darryl Nantais
                                 Illustrated by Maureen Williams

PICTURE the Roy Lichtenstein comic book style
onomatopoeias with their Pows! and Boffs! and Strumphs!

And think of walking down a rain soaked and leaf strewn
concrete garden path in the dead of night and
Crunch. Oh no! Oh please God, let this snail
live without a shell! Easing up my
heavy walking boot another com-
mon garden snail travelling without
lights is crushed beneath the Indian
gum, but this time not quite so com-
mon. For here was (now more like
the ‘dead parrot’) that creature com-
monly thought to be one of the im-
ported gifts from the Romans, the
edible snail (Helix pomatia). This
idea is a fallacy though it’s true to
say the Romans ate them in huge
quantities as did I as a youngster
living in France. And, let’s face it,
almost anything tastes divine drip-
ping with hot garlic butter.

Still, I smiled despite the tragedy
beneath my boot because I under-
stand they enjoy a chalky environ-
ment, so what better place to hang
out than Chalklands.

Of the few I have found in this
area almost all carried large shells of
very pale grey or white, but the striking
thing here was this little fellow ought to
have been tucked up in bed. You see, this
species of snail hibernates, usually from
the first signs of frost through to April/
May. To do this, it burrows several inches
down and begins secreting a thick calcareous
membrane called an epiphragm which seals
the aperture during hibernation. They also do
this in times of drought to conserve or reduce
fluid loss.

Anyway, I was on my way to check out the little
holly tree I bought last summer. No, I wasn’t going
to eat the berries, for as yet they are too hard and
require repeated freezing before they become really
palatable, and only then to birds. If eaten by humans a
likely bout of vomiting and diarrhoea will follow as ’tis
said they are mildly toxic. The wood though is good, not

Of snails,  shells and summer scents
to eat, but the close grain sands down beautifully. I

made this discovery during a short but informative
employment for a weaving firm where shuttle-

cocks and other parts of the looms were made
from the wood of holly, on account of its

smoothness, reducing snagging upon the
weft or warp. Of course, the berries are a

great source of food for the birds and
the bushes themselves with their spiny
leaves provide some kind of protec-
tion from predators when other trees
are dormant and leafless.

Decorative Christmas wreaths
adorn doors, and in a moment of re-
flection at the year’s end I like to look
back at the natural events and remem-
ber the numerous wild creatures
brought to me for a little loving pa-
tience. Favourites were the two baby
house-martins Romulus and Icarus
who no doubt are somewhere in Africa
as I write.

I’ve never regarded myself as a natu-
ralist, but rather a petit Faustian; seek-
ing a balance between the intuitive and
the logical, a self-perpetuating thirst
for knowledge made by my own obser-
vations. I’ve received a number of ap-
preciative emails and letters over the
years with questions inspired by this
diary. Keep them coming to
enquiries@nantais.co.uk.

Close your eyes and imagine you are
standing in Pocket Park. It’s a beautiful
warm summer’s evening. A song thrush
sings on a willow bough. A trout leaps
and plops. Your nostrils flare as you

breath deeply the fragrant air. Ah! how
that meadowsweet lifts the spirit. Now, cut

the imaginary umbilical cord attached to
2006 and move into a new year of discovery,

seeing Linton like never before. We have a
very special village with a strong community

and so much more, yet ignominiously without
flood defence. If only we had a lake ...

Happy 2007 everyone!

SINCE Caroline Derbyshire became the principal of Linton
Village College, taking over from Clive Bush, many

changes have been made to the way the school is run. The
progress made is incredible, and I’m sure that when Clive
Bush visited the college in November he was blown away.

The main change is obviously the Granta Special School,
which was recently completed. One big achievement so far
has been in the area of school food. Both Linton and the
Granta school share the same caterers, which has benefited the
finances of both schools.

The work of the two schools’ councils has also enhanced
each. Both schools have been included in decisions and issues
which the youth of the school feel are important. The fact that
Granta school pupils join in some year 10 classes makes them
feel more included.

By working with the Granta school, LVC has been able to
use the staff’s expertise on special needs, and both Lucie
Calow (Granta head) and Caroline started their new jobs at the
same time which made the settling-in period for both of them
a lot easier. Of course, if you are new to the idea of the
‘special school’ you would have no idea what the fuss is about
but working closely with the Granta will help develop an
already very good school into an outstanding one.

Caroline feels that the change in uniform which took place
in September has enhanced the image of the school, and
although many people had reservations at first, it has worked
well overall, and residents of Linton have told her often how
smart the pupils look on their way to and from school.

With reference to any future plans for 2007, the main
change to LVC will be the new staff structure. Instead of
having heads of year, there will now be different faculties, and
tutors will be arranged according to this. But as always,
Caroline assures us everyone’s views will be taken into
account, and as she says, change always takes time to get used
to, but with everyone’s input it will be a change for the better.

Charlotte Westdijk

FANCY a day at the races? Or
rather a day at three race meet-
ings? The meetings have been
arranged in February and March
at the racecourse beside the
by-pass between Horseheath
and Linton.

There will be a Tote, book-
makers and a good range of
stands at these meetings, plus a
fairground with food and a pub-
lic bar.

The first meeting with seven
races is organised by the Cam-
bridgeshire and Enfield Chace
Hunt and starts at 12 noon on
Saturday  3rd February.

The second is being run by
the Thurlow Hunt on Saturday,
24th February, starting at 1pm,
and the third by the Puckridge
Hunt on Saturday 31st March
with a 2pm start. These meet-

ings are annual events and have
been going now for more than
20 years.

For more details about the
Cambridgeshire and Enfield
Chace meeting, call Wendy
Ward on 01954 718111 or email
wendyward@lineone.net

For the Thurlow meeting,
call Emma Topham-Smith on
01284 388355. For Puckridge,
details are available from
Michelle Harvey on 01279
508363 or by email at
miller@fsmail.net

At last year’s events, some
3,000 people turned up, and a
similar number is expected this
year. It’s odds-on you’ll have a
great day, so make sure you’re
at the Horseheath races in Feb-
ruary and March.

Wendy Ward

Enjoy a day or three
at the races ...

Clean plates, Clean glasses, 
Clean prep. surfaces, Clean toilets

Economically, Purely, simply biologically
Many choices from a range of detergents -

degreasers - descalers - toilet rolls - 
kitchen rolls - powders and liquids. 

Daily deliveries- monthly accounts- c.o.d.  
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T

POINT CONTACT
AT THE GRIP

Cash and Collect
Telephone 01223 894000

For  

Hygiene products business to business
Property Maintenance

Carpentry and Joinery Specialists
High Quality Decorating Service

All work undertaken
Free Estimates

Tel/Fax: 01223 890789
E-mail: Info@westonoak.co.uk
Web: www.westonoak.co.uk Mob: 07736 273489

07900 492127

Linton, Cambridge

À

Monday Evening Fresh Fish Supper eat in or take away

Your local CORGI Gas installer – 25 Years Experience

For all your domestic Plumbing, Heating and Gas
Appliance Installation and Maintenance Requirements

Telephone: 01223 893686
Mobile:     07973 262776

e-mail: info@gascare.gb.com

website: www.gascare.gb.com

FreePhone 0800 1957845
You do not have to contact your existing accountant 

when you decide to change over to us –

the formalities are done for you.

TIM PHILLIPS & Co.
Accountants

Independent, specialist service for:

Small Businesses - Self Assessment

Personal Taxation

The ‘One-Stop Shop’ for your Accounts and Tax Returns

Copley Hill Business Park, Babraham

Tel; 01223 830044. www.TPaccounts.co.uk

C h a r l o t t e ’ sC h a r l o t t e ’ sC h a r l o t t e ’ sC h a r l o t t e ’ sC h a r l o t t e ’ s
ChatroomChatroomChatroomChatroomChatroom



Our waiting list for placing
adverts is currently closed

Our advertising Manager is Judith Rouse
 Telephone or text 07749 198977

email: adds@linton.info

ITEMS FOR THE EDITOR
Can be put in the

Linton News Box in the Post Office
Editor: Wendy Foster, 11 Emsons Close

 Telephone or text  07821 610861
 email: lneditor@linton.info

THE LINTON N E W SN E W S
Next Publication Date 5th February 2007

DEADLINES for
ADVERTS Monday 15th January

NEWS ITEMS Friday 19th  January

For distribution queries please contact:
Kate France 891602
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The Derbyshire
Post

THE Linton National
Church of England School

was founded in 1840 and the
first headmaster was Frederick
Mutimer. He kept a log book of
daily events and surviving en-
tries date from 1863. The par-
ents and pupils had to obey
strict rules, and schooling had
to be paid for until 1891. Sev-
eral of the school laws (note
the term) in 1863 would be
very useful today but no one
would dare to apply them!

Children in mid-Victorian
times came to school in an un-
ruly state and had to be disci-
plined. Bullying was not toler-
ated at Linton and anyone
found molesting their school-
fellows on their way home was
detained for 30 minutes after
school for a whole week. Late-
ness was punished on the same
day and culprits were put into
detention for one hour during
the lunch break.

Needless to say the parents
had no say and were not in-
formed. If pupils complained
to their parents, they were
likely to sustain a beating.

Fighting in school was not
tolerated and two boys at Lin-

Linton infant school in 1984; now considerably modernised
Picture by Garth Collard

When teachers were allowed to hit and humiliate
pupils, box their ears and pull their hair

ton were banned for the rest of
the term in November 1863 for
fighting in the playground. If a
class misbehaved, the whole
group was kept behind for 30
minutes after school. Do not
forget that class sizes averaged
45 mixed age pupils with only
one teacher and no helpers.

Absenteeism without the
master’s permission led to ex-
pulsion or a fine of one month’s
fees. Perhaps this could be tried
today to curb unauthorised ab-
sence taken for holidays in term
time! A tiny minority of pupils

still misbehaved in class but
the majority were deterred
from joining them by the harsh
range of punishments in the
Linton school’s armoury.

One boy, John Starling, re-
sisted a teacher who tried to
remove him from the class so
the teacher pushed his head as
hard as possible into a desk
top. This was allowed! Teach-
ers could box ears, hit most
parts of the body, pull hair,
publicly humiliate and throw
objects at lazy or disobedient
children. Not surprisingly,

within a few years Linton
school was a very calm place
and reports of Her Majesty’s
Inspectors (HMIs) usually
complimented Linton on the
good order and excellent man-
ners of its pupils.

The ultimate deterrent was
the cane. Every school had to
keep a punishment book and
the Linton and Abington books
make interesting reading. Can-
ing was usually on the hand
and both sexes were punished
in this way. Only boys were
caned on the backside.

Linton school averaged
about 100 canings a year be-
fore 1914 and then numbers
fell to under 20 in the inter-war
period. However, unofficial
hitting was widespread and did
not have to be recorded or jus-
tified.

Abington school broke
every local record. In 1908
there were 49 canings, in 1909
some 146 and in 1910 more
than 350! What went wrong I
have yet to find out, but the
most dangerous time for a pu-
pil to be at school seems to
have been immediately after a
holiday break.

I WAS delighted to flick through Linton in Pictures last
month and see the photographs of the village college included.
I was particularly interested to see the picture of Rosalie Swannell,
the second warden’s wife, involved in a dressmaking community
class. My own husband, Mike has been doing Tai Chi this term at the
college on a Monday evening and has thoroughly enjoyed it, finding
both the teaching and the class atmosphere excellent. The promotion
of community education was, as Garth Collard points out, a prime
motive for building the village colleges, of which Linton was the
third in Cambridgeshire.

In recent years, however, community education has been under
threat. Last year alone, Cambridge Regional College took a
£250,000 cut in its adult education funding and so the subsidies
that the college received to support its programme were sliced into.
Prices in September 2006 went up in almost every adult education
provision across the county as part of a county-wide agreement.
However, the Broadening Education Partnership maintained a
wide and interesting programme and although some adult users
have been shopping around for cheaper courses further afield,
many have remained loyal and have continued to enjoy the
provision that is on our own doorstep in the village. In fact, the
courses remain very good value in comparison with those offered
in the centre of Cambridge.

Next term there are tempting courses on offer, many of them new:
** Positive parenting;
** Indian cookery;
** An introduction to psychology;
** Archaeology;
** Workshops on Picasso;
** Food hygiene certification;
** First aid.

These are just a few, with some of the courses offered on a five-
week basis initially, to help students plan their finances.

The BE courses leaflet will arrive either by delivery or through
the free newspapers in December, so watch out for it. It does not
come in booklet form as it used to. If you enrol early, you can
benefit from this year’s prices, but we will still take bookings until
the end of the first week in January if you need more time to make
up your mind.

In 1937-38, more than 250 adults enrolled in community
classes each term. We should still be able to match that. In these
days of funding cuts, if we do not use the provision in the village,
we risk losing it.

Caroline Derbyshire, principal

GRANTA opened its doors to pupils on schedule on
11th September despite some significant building delays. It is
a tribute to the hard work of staff that just a few weeks later
our registered inspector was able to write that the delays had
had no effect on the care or education being offered. So, it is
with enormous pride that I can look back on our first term as
a school team.

The school already feels like an established, calm and
purposeful place. Last term marked the end of the beginning
and now we are at the start of the rest of our journey. As
Granta’s head teacher, I am looking forward to all the
challenges in the year ahead and am also aware of how lucky
I am to have such a great job.

Granta is a special school and it is also a local school. Since

New Year wishes for a new school
opening (and even before) I have had a warm welcome from
local head teachers and my pupils have been made most
welcome by Linton village college. I am getting to know the
village steadily, and I particularly enjoyed LVC’s Christmas
carol celebration in the parish church. At the start of the
January term, we will be hosting a training day shared by all
the local primary school staff so, hopefully, many more links
and friendships are on the way.

My wish for the New Year and my resolution? Well, my
wish is that the facilities available at Granta will make a
difference to as many young people as possible. My resolu-
tion is to cross the road and make better use of the Linton
sports centre at the end of the day. Maybe I will see you there.

Lucie Calow

M
cKenzie & Haywards

Garage

MHG

MOT by appointment 
while you wait.

Servicing, 
Collection & Delivery Service

McKenzie & Haywards 
Garage

Units 3/4 Lintech Court
The Grip Industrial Estate

Linton, Cambridge, CB1 6XN
Tel: 01223 894140   
Fax: 01223 890035 

E-mail: murray@mckenzie-haywards.freeserve.co.uk

Bannold Supplies
Bannold Road, Waterbeach, Cambridge CB5 9RB

Telephone 01223 860671 Fax 01223 565431
Brochure freephone line 0500 012231

www.banold.co.uk

the NAME 
for property 
in the AREA
    is:
Kevin Henry

       estate agents

tel: 01799 513632
www.kevinhenry.co.uk

For every house we sell in Linton £25 
is donated to Linton Parish Church

JUSTIN PEARSON
Reliable, High Quality 

Painter & Decorator
for Interiors & Exteriors 

Free Estimates
Tel 01223 565310

Mobile 0775 2469130

The Dog & Duck
63 High Street, Linton

Tel: 01223 891257

25
th
 January 2007 

BURNS NIGHT
Traditional Scottish evening of Haggis, 

Whisky toasts, Piper and Poems 7:30 start 

BOOK NOW!
 Check our website www.dogandducklinton.co.uk

IMPROVE YOUR
SPANISH AT HOME

If you are interested in improving
your Spanish, contact:

Susan Hodges (01223) 891521
or: sjhmac2@yahoo.co.uk

*experienced teacher*
*lessons in your own home*

*free initial assessment/consultation*

HOME SELECTION

FREE MEASURING & 

ESTIMATING

All types of flooring 
available

Tel: 01223 893634

Mobile: 07885 173113

NRS CARPETS

The Way We Were
by Garth Collard

Benten & Co.
Chartered Certified Accountants

We are a friendly, well established firm, large enough to 

deal with most accountancy and taxation matters.

Please telephone for an initial consultation

(without obligation)

Abbey House, 51 High Street, Saffron Walden

Telephone 01799 523053

www.benten.co.uk



A & R
PLASTERING
All aspects of plastering 
undertaken:
   Plasterboarding
      Rendering
        No job too small
19 years experience
Free estimates

Linton based:     Mobile:
01223 890228    0774 8627920

Chippy’s
Fish & Chips

Fresh fish daily Cod fillet, Plaice fillet, Rock eel,
Skate wings, Haddock fillet.

Scampi, BBQ Chicken, Pukka Pies, Burgers, Chicken Nuggets,
Saveloys, Sausages. Mushy Peas, Curry Sauce.

Call us to place an order on 07821866602
Also at Balsham Wednesday Night 5.00- 7.30

Now in Linton
Every Thursday 5.00 - 7.30pm
Outside of Linton Junior School

Wheatsheaf Way

Local Ironing 
Service

Reasonable rates:
  • Charged per hour or per kilo
  • You decide
Collection & delivery available
Call Carolyn on:

  01223 891762

Fast friendly 
ironing service

BED AND
BREAKFAST

at
THE OLD BAKERY
WEST WRATTING

CAMBRIDGE
CB1 5LU

Also cottage to rent for holidays,
weekends and short-term breaks.

(situated at West Wratting)
Sleeps six people

Tel: David or Carol
(01223) 290492

CHIMNEY

SWEEP

J. L. WIGHT
Guild of Master
Sweeps.

Fully Insured

Qualified advice / 
problems solved.

Certificates issued.

01954 782284
20 Rampton Drift, Longstanton

LINTON PAVING
COMPANY

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

BLOCK PAVING & GRAVEL
DRIVES, PATIOS, FENCING,
INTERNAL & EXTERNAL

PAINTING,
GENERAL REPAIRS.
NO JOB TOO SMALL.

LOCAL, RELIABLE AND
 FRIENDLY  SERVICE.
FREE QUOTATIONS

Tel: 01223 890060

07765 594398

lintonpaving@aol.com

24 hr Emergency Service
All Domestic 

Plumbing & repairs, 
Central Heating 

installations, 
Kitchen & Bathroom 

installation
Fast reliable service

Tel: 01223 892133
 or   07981 904895

G. DYE & SONS
GENERAL BUILDER

MAINTENANCE & 

GROUNDWORK

39 The Grove

Linton

Cambridge

CB1 6UQ

Tel: 01223 892089

Mobile: 07961 342887

Free Estimates

 The Station House, Station Road

Morning, Afternoon, Lunch and 

Late Stay Sessions, 9am to 4pm 

during term time for children 

aged 2 to 5.

Pre-School sessions, to prepare 

for infant school. Holiday Clubs 

run during school holidays.

High staffing ratio, quality care.

  For further information ring:

  Marion:  897945 (school hours) 

  Jane:  503972 (at other times)

Little Hands 
Nursery School 
Linton

NEIL

CLAXTON

Professional Decorator
20 years experience

Interior & Exterior
Free Estimates

Tel: 893487
Mobile: 07724 073045

Email:
n.claxton925@btinternet.com
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Views of the proposed new “Very Sheltered Housing Scheme at Flaxfields”

Two views of the proposed development in Flaxfields, the view to the right shows the plan view with the entrance into Flaxfields
on the left, back road houses to the top. The view above is the entrance to the building as viewed from the road into Flaxfields.

The planning request is for a development for a Very Sheltered Housing Scheme including 42 Flats, Communal areas and car
parking following demolition of existing dwellings 17-33 odd and 24-34 even in Flaxfields.

JANUARY is a good time to
be thinking about tree plant-

ing. If the season is mild you
will be able to plant dormant,
bare rooted trees but if the
ground is frozen they will have
to be “heeled in” until the
ground is thawed. The frost
won’t harm the trees but if you
dig frosty ground and turn in
the frozen surface soil your
trees will literally be in a “frost
pocket” for a long time and be
slow to get away in the spring.

The parish council’s tree
warden, Susan Anderson, is

looking for suggestions for tree
planting sites, so if you know
of a place in Linton which
could benefit from having one
or two trees please let the clerk
know.

Once again the district coun-
cil is distributing packs of
hedgerow plants at very re-
duced rates, enough to plant
100 meters of hedgerow. Mrs
Anderson will be able to use 10
meters of this to fill a gap in a
newly planted hedge along the

A1307 but we need sites for
another 90 meters which could
be adjacent to roads, public
rights of way or on the edge of
the village and your sugges-
tions for a new stretch of hedge-
row would be equally wel-
come.

Another initiative for tree
lovers is The Woodland Herit-
age Champions Project. It is an
England wide scheme and aims
to produce a Woodland Herit-
age Manual. They are looking

Plant a tree - Hug a tree

for volunteers to attend two
workshops (no charge!) near
local woodlands, who will be
asked to test out the survey
forms which will be published
with the manuals to see if they
are easy to use and informa-
tive. If you are interested to
participate please contact
Lindy Smith on 0114 2 724227.

It seems hard to believe that
in years to come we may have
to visit woodland sites in order
to see trees at all! With no lim-

its on housing density, large
trees are going to become in-
creasingly scarce within our
environment. Once our current
crop of large native trees have
reached the end of their natural
lives it is hard to believe that
there will be no replacement
for them and the wildlife in our
gardens will be much the
poorer. So let’s keep on with
the tree planting so that our
children and their children can
play at tree hugging!

one of the many unsung hero-
ines of the village. Every year
she plants trees and stretches
of hedgerows around the vil-
lage. It’s a long time before
you see results but she has been
doing it for many years and
now there is hardly a corner of
the village that does not bear
witness to her efforts.

Every year it gets more dif-
ficult to find positions suitable
for new trees; ideal locations
turn out to have drains under-
neath, to be too close to a street
lamp or a house, too close to a
road or to have some other
equally intractable problem.
The parish council is always

Yes you can at 
Slimming World 

we're full of surprises
Come and join us

Discover the amazing you
Linton Cathodeon Centre

High Street
Monday 7.00pm

Tel: Tracy 01763 247252



A.J. COPELAND & CO.
Chartered Accountants, Linton

Audit, Accountancy, Tax and Consultancy Services

for Business and Individuals

Computerised Self Assessment Tax Return Service

For FREE initial consultation phone 

01799 506602 

BLJ
CONTRACTS

ALL TILING WORK UNDERTAKEN

TERRACOTTA,
CERAMIC, MARBLE,

QUARRY TILES
NO JOB TOO SMALL
ESTIMATES FREE

Tel: 01223 891372

CHRIS FLETCHER
CARPENTRY & BUILDING MAINTENANCE

KITCHEN & BATHROOM FITTING, 

DOORS & WINDOWS REPLACED 

PATIOS & LANDSCAPING 

CONSERVATORIES

GARAGE CONVERSIONS

For information or quotation:

01223 897233

07775 538095

A & T Groundworks Ltd
FRIENDLY SERVICE   LARGE & MINI DIGGERS FOR HIRE

Call Ashley on 01799-520298 - Mobile 07803745637

DRIV
ES &

PATIO
S

HOME 

IMPROVEMENTS

HOUSE 

EXTENSIONS

PAINTING 

DECORATING

PLUMBLINE
Plumbing & Heating

RELIABLE COMPETITIVE
FRIENDLY SERVICE

Linton 
01223 893903

Don’t delay call today
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 Councilminutescouncilminutescouncilminutescouncilminutes

LINTON PARISH COUNCIL
Linton Village Hall, Coles Lane, Linton,

Cambridge CB21 4JS Tel: C. 891001
www.lintonpc.org.uk

Clerk to the Council – Mrs Sue Parry
 Email: lintonpc@btconnect.com

Office hours : Monday 9am–12noon, & 4–6pm,
Tuesday–Friday 9am– 12noon

Or by appointment
Dates for full Council meetings:

 January 4th, 18th, February 1st, 15th 2007

All meetings held at the Cathodeon Centre
commencing at 8pm

LOCAL people promised
more power by govern-

ment.
Linton may find itself with

more power to improve and
enhance the village if a recent
Local Government White Pa-
per becomes law.

Under the proposals,
which are generally wel-
comed, local councils, both
town and parish, would been
given powers to call in offi-
cials from police, hospital
trusts and schools to discuss
and ask questions on policy
and make recommendations
that public bodies would be
expected to consider.

The White paper seems
likely to reverse the trend of
many years to take away
power from local people. It
will give voters the opportu-
nity to question many facets
of the so called “Town Hall”
syndrome where it has been
increasing difficult to find
ways of persuading district
and county councils to act on
local problems.

The day when real local
government comes to villages
such as Linton, with money
being provided to mend our
own roads and footpaths, put
in extra street lights, more
say in local planning and
even, it is hinted, be in charge
of our own refuse collection
service may be some time
away but any devolvement of
power to local people, who
care and know their area, will
be a step in the right direction.

Interestingly, there is also
a suggestion that parishes will
be offered a wider selection
of names than Parish, Town
and City Council. The new
list will include other appel-
lations. Perhaps Linton Vil-
lage Council might sound
better?

Ruth Kelly MP, the Secre-
tary of State for Communi-
ties and Local Government,
when putting forward the
White paper to Parliament,
said: “We will give local au-
thorities a strong role in lead-
ing their communities and
bring services together to ad-
dress local needs and prob-
lems, and allow more free-
dom and flexibility at the lo-
cal level.”

The expectations are huge;
let’s hope we are not let down.

MG

Power to local
people

MINUTES of the meeting
of Linton Parish Council

held at the Cathodeon centre
on Thursday 16th November
2006.

Present: G Potter – Chair,
Dr B Cox – Vice Chair, M
Clay, Ms E Cornell, B
Hammett, Mrs P Kenyon, T
Krarup, J Linsdell, Dr J
Rossiter, Dr V Urwin, Dr D
White, D Willingham, Mrs K
France – Press and Mrs S Parry
– Clerk. Also in attendance CC/
DC J Batchelor and DC T Bear

Apologies for absence were
received from Cllrs Bald, Gee
and Gore

Approval of the minutes of
the meeting held on 2nd No-
vember 2006. agreed.

Report from the police.
PCSO Dawn Brock will be
absent until the new year as she
will be on honeymoon. PC
Martin Addison Atkinson is
retiring and will not be avail-
able either. He may return part-
time in January. It was agreed
to write to the Chief Constable
to seek a statement detailing
how the Constabulary intends
to secure the on-going provi-
sion of neighbourhood polic-
ing in our Parish.

Also reported, a distraction
burglary whereby a lady in her
car noticed a white van parked
behind her. A male approached
the lady as she sat in her car, the
passenger door was opened and
a male stated that there was
something hanging from her
car. As the male did this the
van behind was turning around.
The male closed the car door
and jumped into the van which
then drove off. The lady no-
ticed that while she had been
distracted her handbag had
been stolen from the front seat.

Please be aware of suspi-
cious persons and vehicles, re-
member to get the registration
number of vehicles. If you are
worried about someone ap-
proaching your car - lock the
doors. It is advisable that when
alone in your car you lock the
passenger doors and don’t
leave valuables in the front
passenger side of the car where
they can be snatched.

Ladies: if you carry an at-
tack alarm keep it handy to
ensure you can use it if you
need to. If you don’t have an
attack alarm then contact the
police and they can get you one
for free. These can be used in

your car and your handbag.
Report from the County

Councillor. CC J Batchelor re-
ported that as part of the S106
agreement the County is nego-
tiating with Dalehead Foods to
pay for changes to the dual
carriageway to make it single
lane on that side of the road.
Councillors were concerned
that Dalehead should be ex-
pected to fund improvements
in view of the fact that very
few, if any, accidents had oc-
curred on this stretch of road. It
did not seem fair to consider
this part of the road in isolation
to the remaining. Could the
money be ring fenced to add to
any eventual funds available?
Cllr Batchelor replied that any
S106 funding must be spent
within two years otherwise it
will be lost and the total
amounted to probably less than
£100,000. A copy of the road
proposal was requested but Cllr
Batchelor was unsure as to
whether one had been agreed.

Report from District Coun-
cillors. DC Bear reported that
SCDC had made several suc-
cessful convictions regarding
fly tipping. Packages for graf-
fiti removal were available
from SCDC.

DC Batchelor reminded
Council that the consultation
period for the Gypsy and Trav-
eller Development Plan and
Sustainability Document will
end on 24th November. Linton
has been earmarked as a possi-
ble site as it seems to meet all
criteria. Any objections should
be made via the website under
GT15 Option A - Rural Centre.
Linton is classed as a minor
rural centre. GTQ2 – more
weight should be given to the
views of Travellers. The vast
majority wish to live to the
north of Cambridge. It was ex-
plained that one pitch equals
three caravans.

DC Batchelor reported that
SCDC were pressing the gov-
ernment for adequate funding
in respect of the planning for
Northstowe. It was expected
that costs will be in the region
of £3m. SCDC’s annual budget
is in the region of £15m. SCDC
are hoping to share costs in
partnership with the County
Council and Cambridge City
Council.

DC Batchelor was ques-
tioned about the lack of polic-
ing in Linton in respect of youth

and anti social behaviour. Cllr
Batchelor reported that the
Youth Centre operates two
nights per week from Balsham.
LA4Y operates three activities
– one drop in session and two
specialist targeting and
outreach sessions. The County
Council is looking at budgets
for next year which will be
lower than existing. The gov-
ernment expects the District to
earmark £4.6m funding for
youth provision when in real-
ity only £2.4m is available.
This funding pays for the core
staff who work to raise extra
funds from grants etc. This is a
totally unsatisfactory way to
deal with youth problems, with
most of the money going to
deprived areas.

DC Batchelor reported that
he had received complaints
from some residents of Granta
Vale that dog bins had been
emptied and the contents had
been thrown at houses and gar-
dens. The Clerk reported that
she had today received several
similar complaints from resi-
dents of Joiners Road and
Dovehouse Close. She has ad-
vised all complainants to phone
the police to report these inci-
dents. A previous complainant
had identified two youths and
PC Martin Addison Atkinson
had been advised of their
names and would visit the
families concerned.

 Minutes of Planning Com-
mittee meeting held on 2nd No-
vember 2006, noted. Cllr
Cornell reported that a plan-
ning application relating to a
42 Very Sheltered Housing
Scheme at Flaxfields will be
discussed at full council on 7th

December.
Data Protection Act 1998 –

notification CALC had con-
firmed that although a statu-
tory requirement, as we hold
data e.g. Electoral Roll and
burial records etc. we still need
to be registered under the Data
Protection Act. It was agreed
to register the Parish Council
as a Data Controller at an an-
nual cost of £35.

Appointment of Internal
Auditor - consideration of ap-
plicants It was agreed to offer
the position to Mr Michael
Williamson with Mrs G Stoehr
as reserve.

Correspondence for discus-
sion, CCC re street lighting
charges. Cllr Batchelor was

asked to investigate answers to questions 1-3
put to Mr Frost, CCC regarding Coles Lane
and Back Road being reclassified as the B1052.
This would have an impact on our lighting
costs. Cllr Batchelor advised that 40% infla-
tion should be added when calculating the
electricity budget for street lighting.
Item 9 Herald quotation to thin out copse. Cllrs
Cornell and Rossiter will visit the site to check
the work needed in comparison to the quota-
tion received. It was agreed in principle to
undertake some work here subject to funds
being available.
Item 27 SCDC capital grants are available for
projects in our villages including Community
Sports Facilities, Village Sports facilities and
the Arts. It was agreed to advise residents of
Paynes Meadow.
Item 30 Funding for youth groups – Cllr
Batchelor confirmed that funding is available
for organised groups.

Reports from Councillors (for information
only) Cllr Urwin reported that the Traffic
Working Party had met earlier this evening
and two health and safety issues had arisen. It
was agreed to contact the County Council
regarding a rusty pole outside the Village Hall.
Box S2085 situated at the junction of Coles
Lane and Back Road had been repaired with
black tape. This was the electricity supply to an
illuminated sign.

A meeting had been arranged for Thursday
30th November at 8pm upstairs in the Village
Hall with Ian Dewar. He will be talking about
Quality Parish Status and the application process and criteria. All
Councillors are asked to attend and to let the Clerk know well in
advance if they will not be available. It was agreed to invite
Hildersham Parish Councillors.

Cllr Cox reported that the Friends of St Mary’s will cover all
outstanding costs for the church railings.

Cllr Hammett reported that following a visit by the Zurich
Insurance assessor, Mr G Bond, he had reported vandalism to the
skateramp and had advised that it should be cordoned off as it is
unsafe to use. Cllr Hammett will arrange this and he has con-
tacted Clever Curves for an estimate of the damage.

The meeting closed at 21.20


