
Too good for jumble...
ALL computer desks have been sold privately but I now 
have a request for one. Please contact me if you have 
one for sale. 

Still available are the Pro Classic 300 exercise machine 
in good condition, the Writers Bureau Course in ten sec-
tions with a punctuation and spelling guide, a quantity 
of oak and white wooden Spur shelving 1m or 80cm x 
2.5cm and a Dell printer.                                     

The ladies’ bicycle raised £50 and the ladder £45, 
both for St Mary’s Church. 

To buy any of the above or if you have an item to 
profit a charity, please contact Kate France on 891602 
or email kfrance@profsoundconsult.com. 

NB: The donor chooses the charity to receive the 
money. 
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AS from week commencing 9th January 2017 it will no longer 
be necessary to pre-book your appointment for an INR/Warfarin 
blood test.

We will be holding a walk- in clinic every Tuesday morning 
between 8.15am and 12 noon with a phlebotomist. You will need 
to book in with reception when you arrive.

We hope our new system will make this easier for everyone.
Carol Thexton. Office Manager, 

Granta Medical Practices, Linton Health Centre, 891456

Warfarin clinics at 
Linton Health Centre

LINTON’S on-call fire-
fighters are introducing 

Santa to the village with a 
special Christmas ride this 
month. 

Father Christmas will 
be riding on board the fire 
engine, which will leave the 
station for a walk around the 
village at 5pm on Saturday 
17th December. 

The engine will follow 
the route shown on the map 
shown here. Firefighters will 
walk alongside the engine 
chatting to people and hand-
ing out leaflets to anyone 
interested in becoming an 
on-call firefighter.

Linton
Fire

Station

Linton Christmas ride 
is coming to town

Watch Commander Lee Allen, from Cam-
bridgeshire Fire and Rescue Service, said “This 
is a first for the station but I hope that it will 
become a long-standing tradition as it has done 
in Yaxley, where it has been running for 44 years. 
Firefighters will also be collecting donations for 
The Fire Fighters Charity.”

WC Allen, who works as a maintenance man-
ager outside of the service, has been an on-call 
firefighter for just over ten years. He said: “We’re 
a great bunch at Linton. Everyone helps each 
other out. It’s nice to help people and I think the 
fact you’re doing something worthwhile is a big 

 Horseheath Road
development

THE application by the Diocese of Ely to build up to 50 houses 
at Horseheath Road was initially refused. When re-submitted 
with little change in October, the Parish Council again objected, 
sending our comments (influenced by yours at the public meet-
ing), those of our planning consultant and supporting evidence. 

We have made a strong case for refusal but there is the presump-
tion for approval, since the Local Plan is under review and South 
Cambridge District Council have not yet met housing targets. 

The plans include 20-24 allotments. These are on a poor area, 
are not full garden allotment size and would not be owned by the 
village. The village mandate is for ownership. 

We had a frantic time submitting revised requests for s106 
funds to mitigate the harm done by development, as the system 
had changed since the initial application. Nothing comes easily.

The latest news is that the application will be heard by SCDC 
in January. Someone will speak against this for LPC but we need 
a volunteer to present village opposition. 

Send comments on this application, S/2553/16/OL, to SCDC 
Planning Officer Karen Pell-Coggins at Karen.Pell-Coggins@
scambs.gov.uk. Comments can be sent right up to the time of 
decision.

The Bartlow Road development was approved and our request 
for call-in refused. However, there might still be ways to oppose 
this or reduce the harm of buildings that would affect flooding 
and so much more – we cannot cope with more housing that does 
not meet Linton’s needs.

Enid Bald, 891069 

WE were blessed with a perfect evening for a firework display 
this year as the rain held off and the temperature stayed low. The 
large crowd was kept warm by the blazing bonfire and generous 
quantities of mulled wine from the refreshments tent. We were 
able to start the display on schedule at 7pm and our firing team 
put on a fantastic show – keeping everyone royally entertained 
with rockets, fountains and starbursts.

Thanks to everyone who came along and supported the event. 
On our initial reckoning, we had over 4,000 people on the field and 
raised a significant amount of money for the three Linton schools.

We couldn’t do this without the support of our sponsors; 
Camgrain, GP Construction and SQ Car Sales, Paintins, GC Globe 
Scaffolding, Hadleigh Maid and OS Comms all donated equip-
ment, services and prizes. A special thank you goes to Dalehead 
Foods for supplying all the meat for the BBQs free of charge.

We are also indebted to the Scouts and Guides who splen-
didly manned the BBQs  and Linton Aztecs who served drinks 
at the refreshments tent. Linton Infants School opens its doors 
throughout the weekend and allows us to store our equipment for 
the rest of the year.

Finally I would like to thank the Fireworks committee for their 
hard work and dedication in making the event happen. The cur-
rent committee have been together for the best part of a decade, 
so we really need some new members to join and help keep the 
event going for future generations. It’s not a huge commitment 
– we have about four meetings in the run up to the display and 
work hard over the weekend but it is immensely rewarding when 
it all comes together. Please call me on 0771 3160306 if you are 
interested – or email info@lintonfireworks.co.uk. 

Andrew Clark

Can you help to shape the 
future of Linton Fireworks?

Linton Christmas Market 
From 10am to 3pm, 

on Saturday 10th December 
in the Market Square

There will be gift and foodie 
stalls as well as street food, hot 

drinks, cakes and carols
cycle or walk if you can 
but there is parking at 
Linton Village College

The Linton Kitchen 894949

EVERYONE loves a panto-
mime at Christmas and if you 
are someone who likes to plan 
ahead you will have seen that 
there is to be a production 
of Aladdin at Linton Village 
College on 10th and 11th De-
cember. But you will probably 
be surprised to learn that the 
author and director of the 
show is only 16 years old. 

Lorenzo Zambrana Rob-
erts was born and lived in 
Ibiza until he moved to live 
with his grandparents to at-
tend Linton Village College 
at the age of 14. When he was 
just a little boy Lorenzo came 
to Linton every Christmas to 
see his family and the high-
light of his stay was going to 
the panto. Hence a passion 
was born. 

From the age of five he has 
performed magic shows with 
his rabbits and doves in Ibiza 
and Seville, the biggest venue 
being 2,500 when he was 
asked by the Bishop of Ibiza 
to put on a performance for 
pilgrims on their way to see 

Lorenzo’s Aladdin 
at LVC

the Pope in Madrid. 
Lorenzo has now left LVC 

and is at Long Road Sixth 
Form College where he is 
studying for his A levels in 
Drama, Media Studies and 
Graphic Design. In between 
his studies he writes music 
and has taught himself to 
play the piano. He is also 
starting up his own business 
which he hopes to get off the 
ground in early 2017.

Lorenzo is playing the 
role of Widow Twankey in 
the pantomime and if you 
would like to see him you can 
get your tickets either online 
at www.lintonpanto.com or 
by calling 891790. The cost 
is £5 for a child and £7 for 
an adult.

Sarah Hurcum

HELLO everyone. My name 
is Lee Nash and I am a Youth 
Worker currently working for 
a local charity here in Linton 
called the Beacon Youth Trust. 
The charity is made up of Trus-
tees from St Mary’s and Linton 
Free Church. The aim of the 
charity is to get alongside young 
people in order to support them 
in different ways. 

When you meet me you will 
instantly recognise that I am not 
from this part of the country. For 
the past five and half years I have 
been working for a Youth Work 

Linton’s new youth worker

charity in Birmingham where I have lived for most of my life. 
However the prospect of working with young people in lovely 
Linton was too hard to turn down, which is why I now work here. 

What I would love to see is young people thriving in their 
relationships with friends, family and the wider community, 
making wise decisions that will have a positive impact on them 
and those around them, and developing a healthy lifestyle which 
will benefit them now and in the future. 

We aim to support young people through our weekly activities 
by providing a space where they can build relationships, take part 
in different sports and group games whilst being encouraged and 
challenged by our team to reach their full potential.

I am thankful for the resources and time people have already 
given in support of the work. For more information contact me 
on lee@beacontrust.org

Lee Nash, 07904763079

part of it. You feel like you are providing 
something for the community. Plus it 
breaks the norm up. It gives you a bit of 
variety too and you learn new skills and 
do things you never think you will do in 
your life.”

To find out more about becoming 
an on-call firefighter, please visit the 
Cambridgeshire Fire ad Rescue Service 
website at 

www.cambsfire.gov.k/on-call-firefight                                                                                                                                
er.aspx or call 01480 444 5000

Danni Smith

Season’s 
greetings

The young author and 
director

Picture by Sarah Hurcum

AS in previous years we will be raising money for charity, by 
means of our Christmas lights display in Lonsdale. The charity we 
have chosen this year is Cancer Research. We hope that anyone 
who comes to view will give generously to this cause.

We would like to thank all of you who have participated in the 
past and hope you all enjoy this year’s lights – we are intending 
to switch on the lights on 1st December.

Wendy Bishop

Lonsdale Christmas lights

Lights 
from 
an 

earlier 
year

Photo 
supplied 
by Wendy 
Bishop

Welcome to Lee, the new 
youth worker

Photo taken by  Ron Pitkin

The map showing the route around the village, this is  better 
seen online as it is marked up in red.

mailto:kfrance@profsoundconsult.com
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News from the Heights

WELL here we are, already at 
December and the excitement 
in school is increasing. 

Rehearsals will soon be 
starting for our Christmas 
performance. As the weeks 
go on, it is lovely to sit in my 
office and hear the singing 
becoming louder and louder as 
the confidence increases and 
the words are learnt. I am sure 
there will be many tears (from 
the staff, children and parents) 
but as usual, the children will 
shine and create a very special 
memory. 

On Friday 18th November, 
you may have seen us on our 
sponsored walk. This just so 
happened to be Children In 
Need Day as well, so I hope you 
spotted the common theme of 

For all your 
travel needs 
Call Lionel

Tel: 01223 892986
Mob: 0771 2420675

PH PLUMBING LTD
ALL PLUMBING, HEATING & 

INSTALLATIONS UNDERTAKEN
Unvented Hot Water Systems

Paul Hulbert
07960 059 209

Office: 01223 956 262

Cambridge House, 
19 High Street

Linton, 
CB21 4HS

Email: pkhulbert@hotmail.co.uk

Discreet Pest Prevention & Control
A J PEST CONTROL
FAST AND EFFECTIVE
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
COMMERCIAL - DOMESTIC - AGRICULTURAL

 Wasps, Hornets &Flies   Bird Control
 Mice and Rats    Squirrels and Rabbits
 Fleas, Bed Bugs and Ants  Cockroaches

Based in Linton
Contact: 01223 914004 or 07855 478824
www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk

National Pest Technicians Association

 

Local Ironing Service Returns 
 
I am pleased to announce that after an absence of 2 
years, I am able to recommence the ironing service 
that flourished for many years in Linton and the 
surrounding villages. 
An ad hoc service will commence from December 5th 
2016 for those of you who just need that stack of 
ironing cleared and regular booking slots will 
recommence from January 9th 2017. I would invite 
anyone who would like a regular weekly, fortnightly 
or monthly service to contact me to secure their 
regular slot. 
Economical hourly rate because you bring and collect 
your items.  Limited collection/delivery available in 
some circumstances. 
 
I look forward to welcoming back previous customers 
and meeting new ones. 
Carolyn Turner 
01223 891762/07961 919374 

FOLLOWING an eighteen month process, we are delighted to 
announce that Linton Heights Junior School became an academy 
on 1st November and joined the prestigious Chilford Hundred 
Education Trust. Our school now joins two formidable establish-
ments The Meadow Primary School, Balsham and Linton Village 
College who are existing members of the multi-academy trust. 

The main driver in our decision to become an academy was 
to provide our children with an even more seamless transfer into 
secondary education and to further enrich our current educational 
provision with the wealth of talent and experience in our sister 
schools. We hope that as a distinguished, thriving and ever im-
proving school, the practice of our own teachers and staff will 
be reciprocally beneficial to others in the Trust. 

This will be an exciting new chapter for the Heights Junior 
School which we are all looking forward to being part of. We 
would like to thank parents and staff for all their support and 
interest in the consultation and eventual transition.

James Puxley, Headteacher

Much excitement at the 
Infants school

THE sun shone and the rain 
held off on a glorious au-
tumn morning as students 
and staff joined together 
on the last day before half-
term to walk seven miles 
through the local country-
side. Many students got 

Walking the walk

LVC pupils 
enjoying their 

sponsored 
walk

Pictures supplied 
by the school

into the spirit by wearing a variety of fancy dress costumes, and 
members of the public out walking their dogs were surprised to 
come across colourful animals, superheroes and book characters. 

So far we have managed to raise around £7,000 for the PTA, 
which will rise to £8,000 with the addition of Gift Aid. Thank 
you to everyone for your support, and to the Friends of LVC for 
planning and marshalling the event. Here are some photos of a 
memorable day.               Tony Kelly

THE Community Warden, 
Venetia, is a familiar sight 
around Linton, visiting her 
clients, collecting prescriptions 
and completing other tasks for 
them. 

She assists 25 households 
(often more) with her cheery 
contact visits, helps to keep 
them living independently in 
their own homes and gener-
ally keeps an eye on them. 
Increasingly her help reduces 
bed blocking and sometimes 
even prevents the need for hos-
pitalisation. She works closely 
with the Health Centre and 
Community Nurses, so if you 
feel you might benefit from her 
assistance please contact them, 
or call me for contact details.

Age UK employs the Warden 
on behalf of Linton Activities 
and Care for the Elders (ACE), 
funding coming through grants 
from South Cambridge District 
Council, Cambridge County 
Council and our partner organ-
isation Linton Parish Council, 
who support us through pre-
cepted funding; we rely on 
them. Together with modest 

CHESTNUT playgroup aims to ensure all children have a wide 
variety of experiences at playgroup. Staff tailor sessions to meet 
all learning areas as well as responding to the needs and requests 
of individual children.

We involve the children in session planning. This gives them 
ownership of the activities and makes them feel involved in 
their educational environment. An eclectic mix of activities is 
sometimes produced. We also work to themes to ensure not every 
week is Space Week. Recently we have explored the many cel-
ebrations that fall at this time of year including, Harvest, Divali 
and Bonfire night.

We love welcoming visitors and have recently been visited by 
Pastor Chris Kemshell from the United Reformed Church who 
came to talk to us about lights and did some wonderful activities 
with the children. We would love to hear from any other local 
people or groups who would like to share their jobs, hobbies or 
experiences with the children.

We are open five days a week and have spaces on all days. 
Please contact our administrator for details or to arrange a visit: 
admin@chestnutplaygroup.org.uk or 07342 900120.

As a charity we rely on fundraising to buy new equipment to 
enhance the children’s learning and development. The Co-op have 
kindly chosen us, along with two other organisations, to benefit 
from the first wave of purchase linked community funding. If 
you are undecided about which charity to support please consider 
Chestnut Playgroup as your chosen beneficiary. 

Wendy Hine on behalf of Chestnut Playgroup.

ACE’s care and share
client fees and funds raised by 
ACE, this scheme is a very cost 
effective way to enhance well-
being and increase resilience 
through social prescribing –
health provision through social 
means in addition to medicine.  
Enough of buzzwords – it’s a 
tremendous organisation.

Age UK provides informa-
tion on a wide range of sub-
jects – legal, financial, benefits, 
healthcare, rights and services, 
and so much more. They also 
assist through their home helps, 
the Bobby scheme for home 
security, a handyman service, 
energy efficiency assessments, 
etc. Anything to do with the 
older person – this is where 
to go. Call them on Age UK 
Helpline 0300 666 9860.

ACE hold their festive buf-
fet lunch on 13th December, at 
12.30pm in the Sports Pavilion: 
all older residents are welcome. 
We hope to have planned the 
events for 2017 by then.

ACE wish you a Merry 
Christmas and a happy, healthy 
New Year.

Enid Bald 891069

BETWEEN 1.30pm and 5.30pm on 30th October unknown persons 
entered a secluded property in the Grip by throwing a garden 
vase through a ground floor front window. An untidy search was 
made, mainly of the bedrooms, and some jewellery was taken. 
CF0493721016 refers.

Sometime between 9pm on 31st October and 1.45pm on 1st 
November four bikes were stolen from a garden shed in Market 
Lane. The thieves also entered  the main dwelling through a closed 
door and stole coats. The bikes are a child’s bike with large chunky 
tyres, a silver framed male’s bike, a male’s bike and a ladies red 
bike which has the main seat located further towards front of bike 
than normal to accommodate a seat for disabled child on the rear. 
CF0497361116 refers.

Sometime between 4pm on 31st October and 3.30pm on 1st 
November an attempt was made to force the double door on a 
garage in Balsham Road and damage was caused but no entry 
gained. CF0497821116 refers.

Between 8pm on 30th and 8am on 31st October unknown offend-
ers have gained entry and stolen items from a van parked outside 
the owner’s home in Wheatsheaf Way. CF0494171016 refers.

Between 12 midnight on 6th and 11.50am on 13th November 
in The Grove, an unknown offender entered the back garden and 
forced the lock to the shed then searched the shed. It is unknown 
at this time if anything was taken. CF0519991116 refers.

If you have any information regarding the above crimes please 
contact us on 101 and quote the CF number.

JASON Ablewhite is our new Police and Crime Commissioner. 
As part of his public engagement commitment he offers regular 
one to one meetings with members of the public across the county.

If you have an issue you would like to discuss with him, you 
can book a 15 minute appointment. The next surgery Jason is 
holding will be on 13th January 2017 at South Cambs District 
Council, South Cambs Hall, Cambourne Business Park, Cam-
bourne, Cambridge, CB23 6EA

If you would like to book an appointment please email cambs-
pcc@cambs.pnn.police.uk or phone 0300 333 3456 where you 
can speak to a member of his team.

You can find more details by following this link: www.
cambridgeshire-pcc.gov.uk/event/surgery-south-cambridgeshire/

Sarah Morgan, Engagement Officer

BURGLARIES are happening regularly across villages in South 
Cambs, usually during in the day. You may be interested to know 
that there is an online quiz designed to confirm how safe your 
property is.  The bad wolf quiz was created around a year ago 
and it is still running.  The test takes just two minutes to complete 
and tells you how safe your home is.. You get a score of bricks, 
twigs or straw. 

Anyone who gets the straw rating is given an email contact 
address and encouraged to get in contact with Cambs Police that 
and are given the opportunity to have an officer from South Cambs 
Police do a free full home security survey.

Try the quiz yourself to see how safe your home is http://
tinyurl.com/bad-wolf-test

PCSO Leanne Fisher, Sawston Police Station

Meet the police
Securing your home

News and fun

THE children have been very busy over the last few weeks and, 
after picking a fantastic selection of pumpkins from our garden, 
have realised that maybe we do have green fingers after all. They 
spent time making the traditional Halloween pumpkins as well 
as carefully scooping out the seeds to dry and keep for next year 
when we can grow them again. Thank you once again to Jim and 
Wendy Foster for coming in earlier in the year and helping us 
to plant the seeds. The children also enjoyed sitting down to a 
spooky themed snack that went down a treat.

Please remember to come and support us at our Christmas 
Fayre from 2pm-4pm on Saturday 10th December at the village 
hall. There will be lots of activities for children, stalls to buy 
Christmas gifts from as well as several very special visitors so 
don’t miss out.
  Linton Granta Playgroup

Spooky fun

Spots. The children were asked 
to wear something spotty in 
return for a voluntary donation 
to this very worthwhile charity. 

The sponsored walk was 
to help raise enough funds to 
purchase a group set of iPads, 
we have a target of £8,000. If 
you have sponsored a child, 
thank you for your support. 
However, we are still a way off 
our target so if you know of any 
funding streams or work where 
donations are made to the local 
area, please contact the school 
office who will be very pleased 
to hear from you. All that is left 
for me to say now is on behalf 
of all the staff here we wish you 
a very Merry Christmas and a 
restful New Year.
Kelly Harries, Headteacher

PLODDING ALONG   
An update on police matters
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Readers write...
Post and email addresses and deadline for letters are on this 

page. All letters for publication must have a full name, address or 
phone number to enable us to check authenticity. Letters may be 
edited. Opinions are not necessarily those of the Linton News.
Anonymous letters will NOT be published but names and ad-

dresses may be withheld if requested.

OUR THANKS

WEEKLY
Little stars SEN group, alternate Mondays 1.15-2.45pm      CC
Netball, Monday evenings, 6.30pm junior,7.30pm adult   LVC
Linton Granta football bingo, 7pm Mondays  Pavilion
Men’s keep fit, 8-9.30pm Mondays       LVC sports centre
Linton theatre workshop, Mondays (call Joe 01440 703701) 
WEA, Tuesdays, 10am term-time   VH
Linton Air Cadets Mon and Thurs 7-9.30pm (07717801056  LVC
Scrabble Club, 10am-12noon alternate Tuesdays  CP
Linton Granta playgrp, 9am-12noon Monday-Friday   LVC
Linton Granta Toddler grp, 9.30-11.30 Tuesdays term time LVC
Linton Granta playgrp, 12.30-2.30pm Mon-Fri, NOT Tues LVC
Storytime, 2-2.30pm Tuesdays, term-time  L ib ra ry
Granta Bridge club, 2pm Tuesdays  VH
Granta duplicate bridge club, 2-4pm Tuesdays  VH
IT club-computer help, 7pm Tuesdays  CC
Linton chess club, 7.30pm Tuesdays (893509)  CC
Belleplate ringing, 7.45-9pm, Tuesdays (971057)  URC
Tots in tow, 10-11.30am Wednesdays term time only  VH
Jelly Beans playgroup, 9-11.30am Thursdays  URC
Doodle Dots under 25s, Thursdays 10-11.30am,          CC 
New Beginnings (with Baby Sensory), 1.15-2.45pm, Thursdays CC
Computer buddies, 2-4pm, Thursdays  Library
Cricket club, 6-8,pm Thursdays  RG,LVC
Carpet bowls, 7.30pm Thursdays  VH
Parents, carers and tots Mocha house, 9.15-10am Fridays  CP
Stay and Play, Fridays 10am – 11.30am  CC
St Mary’s church choir, 7-8.30pm, Fridays            CC
St Mary’s Bridgeclub, 7pm, Fridays                                CC
For sports centre courses please call LVC sports centre on 890248
DECEMBER 2016
  1 JobCentreplus 1-2pm     Library
 3 Farmers’ Mark,et, 9am  VH
 3 Friends of St Mary’s Xmas tea, 3pm       10 Whytes Acre
 5 Camera Club, 7.15pm     CC
 6 WI, 7.30pm      VH
 7 Reading Group, 8pm    Upstairs VH
 8 Luncheon Club, 12 noon  Old Red Lion, Horseheath
10 Christmas Fayre, 1-4pm,          Symonds House  
10 Christmas Fayre, 2-4pm,           VH  
 10 Pantomime, 3pm and 5pm    LVC
10 LMS Concert, 7.30pm              St Mary’s 
11  Christmas Lighthouse, 10.15am to 12 noon                        URC
11  Pantomime, 3pm     LVC
12 Whist Drive, 7.30pm,      VH
13  ACE’s festive lunch,12.30pm               Sports pavilion
13 VIP group, 2pm        Chalklands
14 Communitynavigator,10am to12noon   HC
15 Linton Parish Council meeting, 7.30pm                          CC
16 Daylight readers, 10.30am   L ib ra ry
18  Walking group, 11am,                 Church Lane
18 Messy Church,  2.30pm   St Mary’s 
18 Carol Service, 6pm                 St Mary’s
 20 Historical Society, 7.30pm           VH
21 Cambs Hearing Help, 9.30am to 12noon                     HC
JANUARY 2017
  9 Camera club, 7.15pm   CC
  3 WI, 7.30pm  VH
  4 Reading group, 8pm           Upstairs VH
  5 Luncheon club, 12noon,  Old Red Lion, Horseheath
   8 Lighthouse, 10.15 to 12 noon  URC 
  9 Whist Drive, 7.30pm,      VH
10 VIP group, 2pm ,    Chalklands 
10 Gardening club, 7.30pm     VH
11   Communitynavigator,10 to 12noon   HC
14 Playgroup Jumble Sale, 2-4pm,        Linton Granta

KEY: CC Cathodeon centre, CP church pavilion, D&D Dog 
and Duck, HC health centre, LH Linton Heights school, LIS 
Linton Infant school, LVC Linton village college, RG recrea-
tion ground, URC United Reformed church, VH village hall.
Library times: Mon closed; Tue 10am-5pm; Wed 4pm-
7pm; Thurs 2pm-5pm; Fri 10am-5pm; Sat 10am-1pm. 
Linton refuse collection: Mondays 5th and 19th December
Linton blue and green bin collection: Monday 12th December
Linton blue only collection: Friday 23rd December

Steve Webb
Painter & Decorator 

Now upcycled furniture 
painted to your 
requirements 

Excellent present ideas
Call for viewing details

Tel: 01223 893864

HOME SELECTION
FREE MEASURING & 

ESTIMATING
All types of flooring 

available
Tel: 01223 893634

Mobile: 07885 173113

NRS CARPETS Neil Claxton
Painting & Decorating

Interior/Exterior
Rooms Emulsioned 

from £120
FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: 01223 893487
Mobile: 07724073045

 E-mail:
n.claxton925@btinternet.com

Michael Beaumont 
Butchers Ltd.
Family Butchers

Est. 1965
Quality meats from local 

farms including beef 
raised on our own farm

Award winning Pies 
Christmas Orders 

now being taken
Tel; 01223 894224

beaumontsbutchers.com
High Street, Linton

www.crownatlinton.co.uk
11, High Street, Linton, Cambs Tel 01223 891759

Christmas Party Menu 2016
Our menu includes 3 courses plus coffee, mints and a 
Christmas cracker. The menu will be available both 

lunchtimes and evenings in our conservatory restaurant.
Luncheon set menu 3 Courses £24.50  2 Courses £21.59
  Evening set menu 3 Courses £26.50  2 Courses £23.59

New Years Eve Medieval Banquet
Reservation required

To avoid disappointment please book early

The Crown Inn, Linton

THE Christmas Story of Jesus’ birth at Bethlehem makes this a 
time of year when people specially think about children; it also 
makes us think of the Holy Land of Jesus’ birth – sadly, a place 
of much trouble, strife and consequent poverty.

St Mary’s is supporting the work of two children’s charities 
this Christmas – The Children’s Society, working with disad-
vantaged and troubled children in this country, and the Save the 
Children Fund, especially with regard to its work with refugee 
children, far from home, both in the Middle East and in camps 
in Europe. We also devoting half the collection of our carol 
service to a small ecumenical charity, Friends of the Holy Land, 
which works particularly to relieve the poverty and pressure that 
families of the Christian community in Israel/Palestine suffer in 
the current situation.

The Church Christmas Service Calendar will show you at 
which events we are taking our special collections. We would 
love you to join us, both in worship and in giving! 

Maggie Guite, (Team Rector)

Linton Free Church
11th December – 10.15am Children’s Christmas Lighthouse
18th December – 10.15am Café Church with Nativity
18th December – 6.00pm Candlelit Carol Service
24th December – 11.30pm Midnight Communion
25th December – 10.30am Christmas Family Service

St Mary’s
11th December – 10.00 am All  Age Eucharist with
     celebration of light and with plate collection 
                  for the Children’s Society
18th December – 6.00pm Carols by Candlelight with 
      collection in aid of Friends of the Holy Land 
     Trust and Save the Children Fund
24th December – 3.15pm Carol singing in High Street in aid 
     of Save the Children Fund
  – 4.00 pm Crib Service
25th December – 8.00am Holy Communion (said, 
     Book of Common Prayer)
           – 10.00am Festival Communion Service 
      for All Ages.

Cornerstone
25th December – 10.30am Christmas Day Celebration. 
     Join us for coffee, mince pies and 
     open Worship.

Dear Editor
Has anyone found a large amount of money in a plain white 
envelope as I have lost one?

I have limited vision. I went to the Post Office on the morning 
of Thursday 12th November to withdraw my pension money and 
that of my companion. I put my money into one envelope and 
my companion’s into another.

I visited the Co-op after the Post Office and then went to buy 
fish and chips from the new Chinese shop. In the afternoon I went 
to my bag and only found the envelope containing my companion’s 
money. I contacted the Post Office and they checked their till but 
found no discrepancies. I have the receipts for both transactions.

It is possible that I left the money on the Post Office counter, 
or dropped it when I took my purse out of my bag at the Co-op 
or the Chinese shop and someone picked it up.

So if anyone has found a large amount of money in a new 
plain white envelope and does not know how to return it please 
could they contact me via the editor.
(name withheld)

Dear Editor
I would like to express my sincere thank you to Linton Health 
Centre. When I lost my husband two years ago to cancer and then 
my daughter eight weeks ago also to cancer, Dr Al Shaikh and 
Dr Kemp were outstanding and gave us as a family immediate 
help and support when we needed it. Also grateful thanks to the 
district nurses and the pharmacists at the health centre. 

So as we approach winter please don’t complain about wait-
ing for your appointment just be thankful for the service they all 
provide because in an emergency they are there for you. 

With heartfelt thanks to you all. 
Amanda Mallyon

Dear Editor
MANY thanks to all the people of Linton and the surrounding vil-
lages who contributed to our appeal for Christmas shoeboxes for 
the poor and disadvantaged children and old people in Romania. 

The 122 boxes, filled with presents are now on their long 
overland journey to Romania, where they will bring delight to 
their recipients and make a great difference to their Christmas. 
Colleen Lockstone

Thanks Linton Health Centre

Shoe boxes for Romania

Has anyone found my money?

St Mary’s 
Christmas Collections

Linton Christmas 
services 2016

Your bin collection day is changing:
 

FROM 27th February the majority of residents will be af-
fected by a change to their bin day collection and/ or the 
sequence of collections. 

Information will be delivered through your door before 
the changes take place. We will also include them in the 
spring edition of South Cambs Magazine that will be de-
livered between 28 February and 19 March. You will also 
be able to find out details on: www.scambs.gov.uk 

Editor, but we don’t know what the changes will be just 
yet!

PSH 
Electrical 
Services

Rewires, New builds, 
Extra lights, Extra 

sockets, Repair works, 
Garden lighting, 

Showers
Registered NIC EIC 
domestic installer

email 
pshelectrical27@gmail.com

telephone 07867980738

LINTON PAVING COMPANY 
YOUR LOCAL LANDSCAPING

BLOCK PAVING & PATIO 
SPECIALIST.

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Int/Ext Painting, General Repairs

 FRIENDLY  SERVICE.
FREE QUOTATIONS

Tel: Andre Jacobs

  
 01223 890060
   07765 594398
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Case Solved Wines
94 High Street, (1st floor access through 

Old Granary Organics Fruit & Veg),
Linton CB21 4JT

Open: Wed/Thu/Fri 2-6pm; Sat 11am-2pm
Small-estate (including organic & biody-

namic) wines, craft beers, specialist spirits.
20+ years trade experience.

Purchase by-the-bottle (in store) or case 
(free local delivery)

www.casesolvedwines.co.uk
F=facebook.com/casesolvedwines

KJL Roofing
All roofing repairs, lead-

work, renewal of pitched or 
flat roofs

New guttering, 
repairs/unblocking

Free estimates before any 
work commenced

25 years + Experience
Tel: 01223 892542

Mob: 07958 618440

Singing Lessons
Sarah Rosewell 
BA (Hons) Music

Individual singing lessons 
available for all ages 

and abilities
Whether towards exams or 

purely for pleasure
 * CRB Checked
 * Based in Linton

For more information contact:
Sarah on 01223 894861

Email:
 sarahrosewell@hotmail.com

MOBILE 
CHIROPRACTIC 

SERVICE
GCC-Registered Chiropractor

ALEXANDER M SMITH 
01223 967565

SOUTH CAMBS AREA 
(Based in Linton)

 Effective care in the comfort of your home

 - Low back pain & sciatica
 - Neck pain & headaches
 - Muscle spasm/tension
 - Shoulder & Knee pain
 - Postural problems
www.alexandersmithchiropractor.co.uk

PJB 
Maintenance

No job too small
Ground work, Patios, 
Floor & Wall Tiling, 

Fencing, Roof repairs, 
Demolition

CPSC Licence
Free Estimates

Call Peter Belsom on
Mob: 07799 183308
 Tel: 01223 891273

Les Westlake
Mobile: 07929 501101

Tel: 01223 892866

Clive Westlake
Mobile: 
07900492127

Westlakes
Painting & decorating 
exterior and interior

ClearTax
&  A C C O U N T I N G  L T D

Quality, friendly accounting 
services and taxation advice.

Sole trader and small 
company specialist.

Free initial consultation

The Granary, 
Yews Farm Yard, Hadstock

t: 01223 894036 
e: janine@cleartax.co.uk

www.cleartax.co.uk

          
          
          
          
  






          










































A & R
PLASTERING
All aspects of plastering 
undertaken:
   Plasterboarding
      Rendering
        No job too small
30+ years experience
Free estimates

Tel: 01223890228
Mobile:  0774 8627920

ENGRAVING

Fine Design

A large range of
glassware available

trophies, awards, gifts etc

We can supply
metal sports

trophies.

fine.design@btinternet.com

 01223 893514

www.finedesignengraving.co.uk

Maureen Williams

LINTON

DACRE LONG
Local Painter and 

Decorator
66 Chalklands, Linton

Professional work to highest 
standard for over 15 years 

Trade and 
Private Customers

Free quotes with written 
specification 

Phone 01223 893176
or 07837513837
Discounts for

Senior Citizens

WATERCOLOUR 
PAINTING

Explore the magical world of water-
colour painting with an 

experienced artist, in the 
comfort of your own home.
For details, please contact: 

Susan Mackenzie (01223) 891521 or: 
sjhmac2@yahoo.co.uk

THE Lucy Cavendish Singers will welcome in the festive season 
at St Mary’s Church with a candle-lit performance of Advent 
music accompanied by lute, harp, and guitar.

The programme is suitable for all the family and all age groups. 
The mix is both traditional and diverse and is sung with the 
unique style and vibrancy that this choir brought to their concert 
for Linton Music Society last year.

Please come to hear Songs for a Winter’s Night at 7.30pm on 
Saturday 10th December at St Mary’s Church. There will be a 
raffle with seasonal prizes. 

Tickets are available on the door or in advance by telephone 
or in person from Sweet Talk News, 77 High Street, Linton. 
Telephone 893480.

Tickets cost £12 for adults, £10 concessions, £2 for a Young 
Person (to age 21) and £25 for a family ticket (two adults and 
two children).

 Linda Bird, Secretary

Music for the festive 
season

The singers in full voice
Picture supplied by LMS

Dear Editor,
I have read in the Linton 

News that an application for 
the training tower on the fore-
court of the fire station is to be 
replaced with a new one.

Here is a little bit about the 
old one while it still stands.

The original tower was de-
signed by Michael O’Loughlin 
the MD of Crofton Engineering 
who later became the Rev Mi-
chael O’Loughlin. My father, 
Reg Albon, now aged 95, 
worked as a welder at Crofton 
Engineering and he made the 
tower with the help of Minden 
Stubbings in 1954. Mick Bell, 
who was the manager, said 
that the top of the tower was 
replaced around 1992.

Although it cannot be seen 
from outer space, it has stood 
there majestically having wa-
ter sprayed at it and from it 
and many a fireman having 
climbed it.

To see the tower go will be 
a sad day but a true testament 

The fire station tower

of good workmanship that was 
carried out 62 years ago.

I can see it from my bedroom 
window and feel proud that it 
was my father who made it. It 
has certainly stood the test of 
time and use.

Nanette Blackmore

LOCAL teenager,  Frayr 
Bridgeman from Balsham, is 
cutting off over 16 inches of 
her hair for Maggie’s Wallace 
Centre in Cambridge. Her mum 
Angela is having seven inches 
cut together with her daughter 
on Tuesday 20th December 
at her school, Linton Village 
College. 

Frayr says: “My mum is my 
inspiration for this. This incred-
ible woman is a two times can-
cer survivor. Maggie’s Wallace 
Centre really helped getting her 
through this tough time and 
I couldn’t be more grateful. I 
want everyone to be offered 
the support she was given. I 
would like to raise sponsor-
ship money for the Centre so 
more people like my mum can 
receive support. I have also 

Mum and daughter for the cut

decided to donate my hair to the 
Little Princess Trust so a young 
child with cancer can have long 
hair again.”

Maggie’s offers free practi-
cal, emotional and social sup-
port to people with cancer and 
their family and friends. Built in 
the grounds of specialist NHS 
cancer hospitals, Maggie’s 
Centres are warm and wel-
coming places, with qualified 
professionals on hand to offer a 
programme of support that has 
been shown to improve physi-
cal and emotional wellbeing.

You can sponsor Frayr on 
her justgiving page www.
Justgiving.com/fundraising/
Frayr-Bridgeman 

To find out more about Mag-
gie’s Wallace Centre, please 
visit www.maggiescentres.org 
or call us on 249220.

Mum and daughter to lose 
their locks for charity

Picture supplied by
 the Bridgemans

OUR speaker, Vic Botterill, told us several charm-
ing seasonal tales. According to Russian folklore 
spiders should be celebrated at Christmas. A rich 
man cleaned his house, including the spiders, and 
decorated a tree; the curious spiders came and 

covered it with a web, which the spirit of Christmas changed into 
a garland. A poor man covered his tree with flowers and spiders 
made a web which, in the frosty air, looked like a silver garland. 
Mary and Jesus were cold in the stable beside the dying fire but 
a robin flapped its wings over the embers reviving the fire, and 
scorched its breast red. Mary said: “Let it remain like that as a 
reminder of what you did”.

In Norse mythology, Frigga, the mother of Balda the sun god, 
ordered every plant and animal not to harm her son, but forgot 
the mistletoe. Loki, the evil god, took some essence from the 
mistletoe and killed Balda with an arrow. Winter fell over the 
whole world. Frigga smeared Balda’s body with the mistletoe’s 
berry and he came back to life. Legend has it anybody kissed 
under the mistletoe will know love for the rest of their life. Our 
next meeting is our Christmas meal and for members only. On 3rd 
January 2017 Mrs. Jan Chessum will be giving a talk on Denman 
College. New members and visitors always welcome

 Sally Probets

A christmas cracker

THE Garden Club’s November speaker was Steve 
Jones who kindly filled in at short notice after the 
hyacinth speaker was unable to attend. His interesting 

and amusing talk entitled Alternative Flowers focused on many 
colourful and varied ways to view and use flowers. 

Flowers come in many shapes and sizes such as passionflower, 
ornamental brassica, fuchsia and arum lily. Insect-eating plants 
are amazing shapes and colours and look like something from a 
science fiction film. Steve explained how insects use ultra violet 
light to find the pollen in plants. He also showed many wonder-
ful pictures of plants at microscopic level. It was fascinating to 
see plants such as lavender, oil seed rape and marjoram in such 
close detail. Close up nettle stings looked like menacing spears. 

Steve then showed pictures of the many ways people can 
display flowers including decorating hats for special occasions, 
garlands, wedding bouquet and table arrangements where flowers 
are used to great effect. Children, men and animals looked cute 
and amusing in flower hats. In many countries flower petals are 
collected to create wall mural, carpets through the streets, carnival 
floats and costumes at festival time. 

Tuesday 13th December will be our Social Evening and once 
again Steve Jones will talk to us, this time about Eccentric Gar-
dens. Please remember to bring a glass. Donations of mince pies 
and nibbles would be most welcome. We look forward to seeing 
both members and visitors at the village hall at 7.30pm.

Anita Daws lgcsecretary@yahoo.co.uk

Alternative flowers

ON Tuesday December 20th at 7.30pm Fran Saltmarsh will give 
us a lighthearted talk Corsets Crinolines and Camisoles about 
the history of ladies’ unmentionables. Festive refreshments will 
be available.

In October, after a brief AGM, Tamsin Wimhurst outlined the 
power struggle between Town and Gown over eight centuries. 
Both sides regularly petitioned the Crown to resolve conflicts but 
the University gradually increased its power, with its own court 
and prison, controlling the food and drink trades. 

University privilege extended beyond the scholars and their 
servants, to anyone who supplied goods and services to them. 
This was naturally resented by the Townsfolk, often resulting 
in street riots.

Town and Gown did co-operate in running the lucrative Stour-
bridge Fair, punishing any misdemeanours at the fair courts. They 
also worked together in times of plague and in the provision of 
street lighting and clean drinking water. 

It took an Act of Parliament in 1856 to restrict the privileges of 
the University. Proctors played an important role in maintaining 
order but the ineffective Parish Constables were replaced by a 
Borough police force in 1836. 

After 1856 Proctors retained the right to arrest and incarcerate 
loose women and up to 1965 street patrols ensured that students 
wore gowns after dark. Now their role has become ceremonial. 
Bonfire Night was always a good excuse for Town/Gown rioting 
but eventually students channelled their energy into the fundrais-
ing Rag Day. 

Pat Faircloth 893928

Linton Historical Society

Photo by Roger Lapwood
Getting ready to go

Is planning a party or club on your    

‘To Do’ List? 

Did you know?  
Linton Heights Junior School  

are now hiring out their hall and facilities 
 

If you are planning a party or club  
then please get in contact with  

the School Bursar,  Rebecca McKenzie;  
office@lintonheights.cambs.sch.uk     

01223 892210 
 



 December 2016
 

 LINTON COUNTRY MATTERS
Text by Oriel O’Loughlin and illustrated by Maureen Williams POT POURRI 141

NEWS IN BRIEF

Pot Pourri 141 - What did we spend?

Designer Drapes  

Linton Rd , Hadstock             Tel: 01223 890 556 

For all your Curtains and Blinds give us a call. 

Curtain Alterations                                                  Patchwork lessons  
Free Measuring                                                    Wednesday mornings and  
Fitting Service                                                                Tuesday evening  
Haberdashery                                               Book your place now, spaces limited  
Quilting fabrics                                              Sewing machine repair and service  
Fabric sold by the meter                       

www.curtainsandcraft.co.uk                   designerdrapes2@gmail.com 
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BED & BREAKFAST
Mrs Monica Clarkson
4 Harefield Rise, Linton

Tel: 01223 892988
Quiet modern bungalow

Families welcome 
No Smoking

Springfield House 
B&B

14/16 Horn Lane, 
           Linton
River views from bed-

rooms & guest lounge:    
  01223 891383

www.springfieldhouselinton.com

For enquiries please call
Mobile:

07961 342887

Benten & Co.
Chartered Certified Accountants

We are a friendly, well established firm, large enough to 
deal with most accountancy and taxation matters.

Please telephone for an initial consultation
(without obligation)

Abbey House, 51 High Street, Saffron Walden
Telephone 01799 523053

www.benten.co.uk

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 • Boiler Installation, Service & Repair 

• Gas Fires, Cookers & Hobs 

• Landlord Safety Certificates 

• Quality Kitchens & Bathrooms 

• General Plumbing 

• 24hr Emergency Callout 

  01223 897236         07931 685774         www.abramsheating.co.uk 

 
  

The Darryl Nantais Gallery 











Happily celebrating 15 years of trading in Linton 



 








 

Christmas Concert
THE Balsham Singers Christmas Concert is on Saturday 17th 

December at Holy Trinity Church, Balsham. The concert be-
gins at 7.30pm and features a rich mixture of Bach and Mozart 
plus seasonal music and carols. Tickets can be purchased from 
Post Offices in Abington and Balsham and on the door.

SYMONDS House will be holding a Christmas Fayre from 
1pm to 4pm on Saturday 10th December. There will be stalls, 
refreshments and a general Christmas fun get together for 
residents relatives and anyone who would like to come. 

We will also have two Christmas concerts performed by the 
staff of Symonds House on 19th and 21st December, starting at 
3pm, with sherry and mince pies, carols, poems and musical 
performances too good to be missed.

Julie Cleland, Manager

Functions at Symonds House

I HAD to remember how much my three (a,b,c) purchases 
were. All I can recall is each was a different price and came 
to an exact number of pounds. The total came to £28. The 
purchases obeyed the following formulae;-

a + b + c = 28 and a/b = b/c
What were the values?
Solution to 140 – How many days?
For six days I gave £4, five days £3, four days £2 and £1 

for 13 days.
Urania

Hedgehogs, the gardeners friend

It’s Teatime
THE next Village Tea will take place from 3pm until 4.30pm 
on 1st December in the village hall. This is a bit early for a 
Christmas tea but it will certainly have an Advent theme.
Hildersham lecture
Remember Genevieve? This great film was a Christmas favour-
ite for years. As a pre-Christmas treat Brian Moore will be the 
speaker at the next lecture, taking us on a journey through time 
from the earliest motor cars to his experience of more than 50 
years of the London to Brighton Veteran Car Run – alongside 
the real Genevieve. There is not a lot that Brian does not know 
about these marvellous vehicles and he has some wonderful 
stories to tell. He even knew Larry Adler…

The lecture will take place at 7.30pm on 2nd December in 
Hildersham Church. Tickets, including refreshments, £5 or 
£10 for a family ticket. 
Carols by candlelight
THE Service of Nine Lessons and Carols held in the candlelit 
church is an annual treat. This year the service will take place 
at 3pm on 18th December. There is something for everyone – 
familiar carols, a presentation by children, and some beautiful 
choral music followed by mulled wine and mince pies. Come 
early to get a seat.

Cathy Myer

Hildersham News

I HAD planned to do an article about autumn leaves this month 
but then I saw a hedgehog in the garden the other night and it 
all changed – I hadn’t seen one for years, and dragged poor Ben 
out in his jim-jams only to find it had scuttled off. There 
is something so appealing about them. Time 
to find out more.

The hedgehog’s name comes from 
a combination of its’ “hedge” habitat 
and its “hog” like snout. They live 
for up to four years and travel up to a 
mile per night looking for food. 
Their spines are hollow hairs 
stiffened with keratin, the 
stuff our finger nails are made 
of. Unlike porcupines, they are not 
poisonous. Each animal has between 5,000 and 
6,000 spines, controlled by two large muscles on its’ back. They 
can roll into a tight ball, a very successful form of defence, and 
communicate through a combination of grunts, snuffles and 
squeals. Sound familiar?

Hedgehogs eat insects, snails, frogs, toads, bird eggs, carrion, 
mushrooms, grass roots and all kinds of berries. Their main preda-
tor is the badger and the occasional owl. Predators, and loss of 

habitat and food supply, mean their numbers have plummeted in 
the last 20 years, down approximately 5% per year. They can be 
a pest when introduced onto islands where there are no predators 

but in mainland Britain they are the gardeners’ best 
friend. I attribute the presence of our spiny 

little creature to us having swapped the 
use of slug pellets for dead holly leaves 

spread around the hostas. 
If you like hedgehogs, you might 

consider the following:
Keep a gap in the fence or hedge 

to enable access your garden
Pick up rubber bands dropped 

by postmen.
Pick up litter, especially 

paper cups, tins and yogurt pots that can 
trap hedgehogs as they crawl in after scraps and get stuck.

Move piles of rubbish before you burn them
Check compost heaps before digging your fork in.
Reduce the amount of pesticides and poisons
Watch what you’re doing with strimmers and mowers. 
If you see any hedgehogs in your garden, please let me know at
o.laws@btopenworld.com

Healthy walking, Thursdays 1st, 8th and 15th December from 
10am or 10.30am to 11am. Meet at the Stable Rooms at 10am 
for a longer walk or 10.30am for a shorter stroll. 

NB: Free of charge and no need to book, but please arrive 10 
minutes early to register if it’s your first time. 
Winter tree identification for adults only 
Saturday 3rd December 1pm to 4pm, NB: For adults only. Book-
ing essential
Christmas wreath making for adults only, Saturday 10th De-
cember at 11am to 1pm or 2pm to 4pm

Discover how to craft stunning seasonal decorations from 
natural materials 
Christmas crafts for accompanied children aged five and over, 
Saturday 17th December at 10am or 2pm start. Make attractive 
rustic decorations using natural materials from the park. 

For more information on the above email bookings@cam-
bridgeppf.org, call 01223 243830 extension 207 or visit www.
cambridgeppf.org/whats-on
Nordic walking, Wednesday 14th December at 1pm, 2pm or 3pm 
start. Led by Wellbeing Coach/Nordic Walking instructor Oliver 
Glynn. There are three levels of walk with a 1pm start for those 
with restricted mobility, 2pm for a healthy lifestyle speed and 
3pm for total beginners.

NB: Poles can be borrowed free of charge if required. Restricted 
mobility and healthy lifestyle walks free of charge, £15 per hour 
for total beginners. For more information and booking: contact 
Oliver on 07947 835522 or email: info@nordicwellbeing.co.uk

Lorna Gough

 Christmas events at 
Wandlebury

Part of Cambridge Past Present and 
Future (Cambridge PPF)

FOR many years now the Lin-
ton Men’s Keep Fit group, that 
meets on Wednesday evenings 
at the Village College, has or-
ganised a Boxing Day Run for 
anyone who is interested in tak-
ing part, young or old, male or 
female. The course (up to four 
miles) is expertly organised by 
Peter Cunningham. Bucks Fizz 
and mince pies are available to 
all upon completing the run. We 
leave at 9.30am from opposite 
the Village College (meeting on 
the other side of the A1307). Do 
join us by 9.30am if you want 
a great way to get rid of those 
Christmas cobwebs.

This year, before we set off, 
we will remember a former 
member of the Keep Fit group 
and regular participant on the 
Boxing Day Run. Brian Scott 
was a committed and popular 
member of our group for many 

Linton Boxing Day run
years. In recent years, he had 
been unable to join our physi-
cal activities. However, he still 
often joined us for our social 
activities (fish and chips and 
beer being an obvious way to 
round off a Keep Fit session). 

Back in February, Brian 
attended one of these events, 
partly to celebrate (belatedly) 
his 75th birthday with us. He was 
on good form. Sadly, he never 
made it home. As he cycled 
back to his home in Castle 
Camps that night he died from 
a heart condition. 

We thus want to name our 
Boxing Day Run the Brian 
Scott Run from this year on-
wards. Brian was much loved 
and will be long remembered 
by us all.

Steve Munday, on behalf 
of the Wednesday Men’s 
Keep Fit Group, 890358

THERE will be a Christmas Wine Fair at Chilford Hall from 
10am to 4pm on Sunday 4th December. 

Come and do your Christmas shopping. The Bistro will be 
open for tea, coffee, cakes and refreshments. 

We are also having a raffle to raise money for St Mary’s 
Church, Linton. 

Sarah Wright, 895600 
www.facebook.com/chilfordhall 

Wine Fair Chilford Hall

Christmas Exhibition now on 

file:///Users/lintonnews02/Desktop/1612%20December%20Initial%20fran/Pages/Page%205%20Iona/javascript:handleMailto('mailto:info@nordicwellbeing.co.uk');return%20false;
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The Marsh
 mail

PLANNING APPLICATIONS

GLENWOOD
BOLTS & SCREWS LTD

 www.glenwoodbolts.co.uk

SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY 
FASTENERS, FIXINGS & 
SILVERLINE TOOLS

Unit 2 Lintech Court
The Grip Industrial Estate, Linton 

Cambridge, CB21 4XN
Tel: 01223 892095 / 893931

Fax: 01223 894122

Acupuncture and Massage in Linton
Some of the conditions acupuncture can help ...

• sports injury and tension
• back, knee, hip, shoulder and elbow pain, rheumatism
• fertility optimisation, IVF, pregnancy and menstrual
• headache and migraine, stress
• high blood pressure and circulation conditions
• anxiety and addictions

Peter White MBAcC, MSc, MBAcC.
Call: 01223 891145 for an appointment or free assessment
Email: enquiries@lintonhealth.co.uk

PLUMBLINE 
PLUMBING AND HEATING ENGINEER 
PROFESSIONAL DOMESTIC PLUMBING SERVICE 
  
 
Call John on 
01223 893903 
Fully Qualified and Insured 

Including Property Maintenance 
Painting: Tiling: Plastering: Carpentry         

Friendly and Reliable Service No Job Too Small 

Supcik@talktalk.net 

Tel: 01223 890349

Book now for Christmas.
JAZZ Lunches

Wednesday 7th/14th December
www.facebook.com/thedogandducklinton

WEST WRATTING
CAMBRIDGE, CB21 5LU

LONG & SHORT STAY
ACCOMMODATION

COTTAGE &  
CONVERTED BARN

HOLIDAYS, WEEKENDS
BED & BREAKFAST

T: 01223 290492
www.bakerycottage.co.uk

Linton Complementary
Health Centre

2b Bartlow Road, Linton

• Acupuncture, Peter White; MSc, MBAcC 
• Massage, Peter White; MSc, Dip. Massage
• Shiatsu, Cindy Faulkner; BA, MRSS
• Chiropody, Sharon Bennett; M.Inst.Ch.P
• Counselling, Debbie Soar; NNEB,Dip.Couns

Telephone: 01223 891145
Web Site: www.lintonhealth.co.uk

GARTH COLLARD has kindly lent me 
his notes on the Water Tower. 

In 1900 Linton Rural District Coun-
cil (LRDC) reported on the number of 
people in each village in the Linton catch-
ment area compared with the number 
of wells in use. At the time Linton had 
a population of 1,726 people served by 
three public and 159 private (house) wells 
compared with Hildersham’s population 
of 206 people and 27 wells in the gravel 
and chalk.

LRDC discussed installing a water 
scheme in 1922 when the council was ad-
vised it would cost £100,000. Although 
Councillor H Titmarsh of Linton said it 
would only cost £25,000, the idea was 
dropped until 1929 when it was suggested 
a new supply at Balsham could be linked 
up with the Linton scheme.

Construction of Linton Village Col-
lege could not have gone ahead without 
a mains water supply, as a shortage or 
complete unavailability of mains water 
was a major factor in delaying the College 
building, hence the water tower as the 
original Linton Village College school 

How clean water arrived in Linton

SCHOOLS are a microcosm for society as a whole; they 
encapsulate and reflect, in miniature form, the elements of 
wider society.

While schooling is often viewed as an individualistic pursuit 
to obtain knowledge, skills and qualifications, it has a broader 
purpose: to socialise children into citizens of their communi-
ties and of the world. In addition to the formal, academic 
curriculum, education influences and shapes students’ beliefs, 
moral codes and attitudes. 

In recent years there has been a much greater emphasis 
on schools’ responsibility for teaching and promoting what 
the government has termed as British Values. While there 
has been much conjecture about the title and its potential for 
misinterpretation or misappropriation, at LVC the essence of 
the fundamental British Values, as listed below, is valued and 
taught and promoted throughout the curriculum, explicitly 
and implicitly.

• Democracy
• The rule of law
• Individual liberty
• Mutual respect for and tolerance of those with different 

faiths and beliefs and for those without faith
Recent global events and topical issues provide us with 

opportunities to explore how these values affect lives and 
behaviours, at school and in wider society.

One of our core values at Linton Village College is to be 
caring. The month of December is a time when students have 
plentiful opportunities to engage in community activities that 
demonstrate care, empathy and respect for others. 

Students are involved in fundraising for national charities, 
such as Save the Children’s Christmas Jumper Day, and sup-
port other chosen beneficiaries through our annual Charities 
Morning Fayre. Other causes closer to home include Jimmy’s 
Night Shelter and our Coffee and Carols morning for elderly 
local residents.

Regardless of religious beliefs, the seasonal sentiment of 
peace on Earth and goodwill to all men resonates in the acts 
of kindness that our students demonstrate towards others at 
this time of year. 

While we are awash with commercial pressures and 
schmaltzy marketing, the genuine generosity and compas-
sion of our children gives hope for the kind of people they 
will grow into and the positive impact that they will have on 
their communities.

Helena Marsh

badge. When the college opened in September 1937 children were 
amazed to find they could use running water; there was even a 
fountain on the lawn by the front of the college. 

At a meeting of LRDC in 1933 Mr Titmarsh invited members 
to walk down Linton main street any night to experience the 
unbelievable smell, which he said was a disgrace to the parish. 
The sewage arrangements had not changed in Linton for 100 
years, with 36 drains running from yards into the main gutters. 
The Medical Officer of Health (MOH) was invited to the next 
council meeting. This resulted in the LRDC Linton Water Scheme 
proposal in July 1933, costing around £62,000, based on 1928 
estimates with interest payments of £3,312 a year and wages and 
running costs of £500 a year. The plan was for a borehole in the 

Linton Village College fell silent for two minutes on the morn-
ing of 11th November as students and staff commemorated  
Armistice Day. Members of the college community stood in 
silent remembrance as Reuben Kirkman played the Last Post 
from the college roof.

A group of Year 9 and 10 students visited the World War One 
battlefields on the centenary of the final day of the Battle of the 
Somme in November 1916.

Tony Kelly

S/3028/16/TC, Chris James, 73, High Street, Trim 2 Sycamores 
and other bushes
S/3027/16/TC, Adrienne Pett , 23, Mill Lane, Crown reduction 
of Cherry tree in drive and removal of secondary trunk
S/3051/16/FL, Mr and Mrs Carter, 1A, Bakers Lane, Roof 
Dormer
S/3022/16/FL, 10, Whitcombe, Joiners Road, Single storey 
rear extension
S/2989/16/AD, London City Bond Ltd, Land adjoining Station 
Road, Sign - Already installed on land adjoining Station Road
S/2960/16/TC, Mrs Hilda Whiting, Summerfield House, 1 Mill 
Lane, Crown work on one Acer and one Malus.
S/2898/16/FL and LB, Mr Cartland c/o Lewis Tomlinson, 116, 
High Street, Single storey rear extension, removal of wall on 
2nd floor and introduction of two roof lights
S/2855/16/FL ,Mr & Mrs A Crake, 9 Emson’s Close, Two storey 
front extension, single storey side extension, single storey rear 
extension. 

Private James Kidman 04.12.16 
JAMES was born in 1889, the son of Frederick and Emily Kid-
man who lived in Barham/Bartlow Road. Frederick worked as a 
labourer and during the war years joined the Suffolk Regiment. 
He was transferred to the 24th Battalion of the London Regiment 
and was posted in France in June 1916. On the 2nd December, 
James received a gunshot wound to the chest and arm and sadly 
died on the 4th December.

James is buried on the Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery in 
Belguim.

Esther@lintonatwar.org 

We will remember them

Students and staff stand in silent tribute to the fallen 
with, inset, Reuben

Picture supplied by Tony Kelly

valley and a reservoir on Rivey Hill to supply 
lower level parishes. Householders would pay 
for their house to be connected to the mains.

Although there was still concern about 
the revolting sewage problems, a sewerage 
scheme for Linton parish costing £12,000 was 
shelved. The council approved a pure water 
scheme but this was delayed by the takeover 
of LRDC by South Cambs District Council 
(SCDC). Not all villages in the new council 
were in favour of the scheme. Some Sawston 
representatives were especially hostile, since 
that village was not short of water, and at a 
Ministry of Health Inquiry at Shepherds Hall, 
ten South Cambridges parishes opposed the 
scheme including Babraham, Bartlow, Carl-
ton, Duxford, Hildersham, Hinxton, Ickleton, 
Pampisford and Whittlesford.

On behalf of LRDC Mr W J Taylor argued 
that this was a very poor area and water short-
ages had been an issue since 1921, becoming 
acute by 1928. He proposed the council should 
secure a £70,000 loan, one third of the cost 
to come from the County Council so Linton 
District would only need 1/5d (7½p) in the £ 
rate to fund the scheme. It would cost the poor 
only 2d (approx ½p) a week to stop disease 

from bad water and save them having to haul water from wells. 
The MOH emphasised the danger from using water collected 

from ponds and ditches. He said the villages had enough water 
but it was badly contaminated. The Sanitary Inspector said that 
46 out of 121 samples collected over the past ten years had been 
unfit to drink. Too many house wells in the villages were too 
shallow and were contaminated by frogs and dead mice.

In late November 1933, the Ministry accepted the Linton Water 
Scheme in principle and sanctioned a loan to drill boreholes for 
test pumping.

The building of the tower will be the subject of another issue. 
Kate France, 

Emson’s Close, 891602

Photo by Roger Lapwood
This pump, one of the three private 

pumps, was built by Richard Holtumn 
of Summerfield House in a corner of 
his garden and given to Linton RDC. 

Later Dr John and Mrs Susan Anderson 
arranged for the pump to be renovated 

and installed in Mill Lane.



 

EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR WINDOWS, GUTTERS, 
FASCIAS, CONSERVATORIES AND PATIO CLEANING 

 

Tel. 01223 893529 Mob. 07587 866309 

FULL PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE 
shinewindowcleaningservices@gmail.com 

McKenzie & Haywards 
Garage LTD

MOT by appointment while you wait
Servicing, Collection & Delivery Service

Unit 3 & 4, Lintech Court
The Grip Industrial Estate
Linton, Cambs
CB21 4XN

Tel : 01223 894140
Fax : 01223 890035
mhgarage@btconnect.com

Bespoke massage and chiropractic care 
for aches and pains

Specific techniques for pregnancy and children
15 years’ experience
Call 07870568548

www.cambridgefamilychiro.co.uk

Cambridgeshire Family
Chiropractic Centre

Monday Closed
Tuesday 9:00am - 6pm
Wednesday 9:00am - 8:30pm
Thursday 9:00am - 6pm
Friday  9:00am - 6pm
Saturday 8:00am - 3pm

Fully air conditioned

Nina, Carl and Sophie welcome you to

Late Evening ‘til 8:30pm
Wednesday 

Traditional Hot towel wet shave 
no need to book an appointment.

Special rates for senior citizens Tuesday - Friday only
http://www.boyz2menbarbershop.co.uk/
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Parish Council Matters

LINTON PARISH COUNCIL 
The Village Hall, Coles Lane, Linton, 

Cambridge CB21 4JS Tel: 891001 
 Clerk to the council – Ms Kathryn Wiseman

 Email: lintonpc@btconnect.com
Website: www.lintoncambridgeshire-pc.gov.uk

Facebook: www.facebook.com/lintonpc
Office open: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and 

Friday 9am – 12noon. Closed on a Thursday. 
Or by appointment

Dates for full council meetings:
15th December 2016 and 19th January 2017
All meetings held at the Cathodeon Centre 

commencing at 7.30pm

THE parish council wishes all residents a Happy Christmas.
The office opening times over the Christmas and New Year 
2016/17 period will be as follows:
Monday 19th to Wednesday 21st December, 9am - 12midday.
Thursday 22nd December to Monday 2nd January, closed.
Tuesday 3rd January onwards 9am - 12midday (closed on Thurs-
days).

Parish council office

Parish council office

THIS year the vibrant autumnal colours lingered well into No-
vember along with masses of red berries on hawthorns and holly 
bushes. It has also been a good year for acorns and beech nuts. 
As the days shorten through December this feast of fruits and 
seeds will provide ample food for our native wildlife as well as 
the winter migrants such as fieldfares and redwings. Large flocks 
of wood pigeons are especially noticeable at this time of year.

What makes the wider countryside of the Hundred Parishes 
so attractive is its tapestry of hedges, arable fields, copses and 
small woods which are a testament to successive generations of 
landowners whose activities have shaped this landscape. The more 
recent additions of pylons, major roads and railways together 
with expanding urbanisation demonstrate that this landscape is 
evolving to meet the varied needs of people, while still retaining 
some considerable space for wildlife.

As the festive season approaches, the desire to festoon our 
dwellings with garlands of fresh green branches gathered from 
hedgerows is still strong. To bring the outdoors inside provides 
us with a timely reminder that we rely on this vital greenness to 
revive our spirits when the days are short.

Today’s customs associated with Christmas are largely due to 
the campaigning of one local man – William Winstanley. He lived 
in Quendon and was an influential writer in the 17th century. He 
championed the revival of ‘traditional’ celebrational trappings of 
Christmas that we now take for granted, but which were banned 
during the Puritan austerity of Oliver Cromwell’s Commonwealth.

The website www.hundredparishes.org.uk has more informa-
tion about Winstanley under the People section. The website also 
suggests interesting walks where you can appreciate the beautiful 
countryside at any time of the year.

Tricia Moxey, trustee

BREXIT slightly took the sparkle(rs) off the Linton Firework 
display which was absolutely brilliant as usual - but as noted by 
many was slightly shorter than last year. This was due to Brexit! 
and the fall in the value of the pound which made the cost of the 
fireworks 15-20% dearer than last year, according to organsier 
Andrew Clark. This meant that fewer fireworks could be purchased 
than in previous years.

Nevertheless, as usual the display was brilliant and the feedback 
to the parish council has been very good. Linton parish council 
is very grateful to the organising committee for another highly 
successful and safe event. Linton fire brigade were again in at-
tendance although regretfully they were called away to attend to 
incidents elsewhere. This is a major event for Linton and gener-
ates significant sums for Linton schools and on the night, Linton 
businesses - especially the pubs!

Linton Guy ‘Fawkesexit’
  Thanks also to all the volunteers who helped with the event 

itself and the many residents who made some ‘interesting’ con-
tributions to the bonfire itself. The weather also played its part 
as it stayed dry and also critically there was very little wind to 
disrupt the display.

Importantly it seems that most of the many visitors from other 
villages had wised up to the fact that there is no parking in Linton in 
the village centre, South Cambridgeshire district council planners 
please take note, and so had parked their cars well away from the 
High Street. So although there were still queues to leave Linton 
these were reported to be not as bad as in previous years. This 
was some relief for residents living close to the main exit routes 
from the village but again highlighted the fact that there are no 
easy ways of handling increased traffic in Linton.

Cllr Paul Poulter

MUCH to the relief of Linton residents and other nearby villages  
it seems Linton Pharmacy will be safe in the current round of 
proposed national cuts of hundreds of pharmacies. This is be-
cause Linton Pharmacy as well as serving Linton, population 
circa 4,900, has a wide catchment area of villages and there are 
no other really nearby and easily accessible pharmacies. Linton 
health centre itself has just over 11,000 registered patients; and 

Linton pharmacy safe
- a cause for optimism

THE Beacon Youth Trust 
(formerly Beacon Community 
Trust) programme to engage 
young people with the commu-
nity and to provide a ‘safe and 
different space’ for them to be 
themselves is being considered 
for a further three years funding 
by Linton parish council.

Linton parish council very 
much values the contribution 
the programme makes to the 
development and well-being 
of young people in the village. 
Linton village college is also 
a major supporter through the 

Beacon Youth Trust
AS many residents will already 
know from the Linton parish 
council (LPC) website and 
Facebook page (see details in 
box on right) the date that this 
application will now be exam-
ined by South Cambridgesh-
ire district council (SCDC) 
planning committee has been 
moved from December 2016 to 
January 2017. It was the view of 
LPC that the original December 
date did not allow sufficient 
time for proper consideration 
by either LPC or residents, 
so the postponement is very 
welcome. However, as long as 
SCDC cannot show they are 

Horseheath Road planning 
application update

meeting the government target 
for new houses in South Cambs 
all villages remain very vulner-
able to yet further planning 
applications.

However, at least LPC and 
residents now have further time 
to put forward their objections 
to this application if they so 
wish. Residents can see the 
number of potential develop-
ments put forward for Linton 
by visiting the LPC website 
and looking at the SHLAA 
map,which can be found under  
Hot Topics planning updates,  
and also details of the Horseh-
eath Road application. 

Cllr Paul Poulter

provision of a meeting place 
‘Drop-In Zone’ at the college    
and other facilities. 

At a recent meeting Linton 
parish councillors were very 
impressed with the vision 
for the next phase of the pro-
gramme as outlined by Lee 
Nash, the newly appointed co-
ordinator for the programme, 
and the feedback from par-
ticipants. Other sponsors of 
the programme are St Mary’s 
Church in Linton and Linton 
Free Church.

Cllr Paul Poulter 

probably the majority of these make use of Linton Pharmacy, 
especially Linton residents without cars.

However, it is important to remember that Linton Pharmacy 
is not only about fulfilling prescriptions but it is also where resi-
dents can get good advice on minor ailments such as hayfever, 
coughs, colds and many others. The pharmacy also provides 
an impressive range of other health related counter services 
and offers many healthcare and other products. Indeed it seems 
that current government policy is in fact to give pharmacies an 
expanded role in giving advice to patients in order to relieve the 
pressure on health centres.

Also, although it would be hard to prove statistically, the 
pharmacy contributes, like all the other shops, pubs and specialist 
providers in Linton to a thriving and much used village centre - 
which makes Linton such a great place to live. It is to be hoped that 
planners and developers will also recognise this and not swamp 
Linton with new developments which will cause even more traffic 
and parking problems in the village and possibly have the effect 
of literally driving business away from the village.

Cllr Paul Poulter



CAPRI BLINDS
* Verticals * Roman *Roller *Pleated * 

Venetian *Wooden
CALL NOW FOR

free quotation - free measuring - free fitting
Vertical Blinds now available 

with wand operation. 
Nxso Cords

Ideal for Child Safety
Tel: 01223 894020
www.capriblinds.co.uk

Made to Measure

Interior/Exterior Decorating
Fencing, Guttering 

Turfing, Garden Clearance 
Lawn & Hedge Cutting

Decking & Patio Cleaning
Patios & Driveways

Call on 
 (01223) 892889 
or 07973294946

No job too small...




























 TEL: 890433 Mob: 0777 375 8355

*Carpet Cleaning *Rugs *Stain Removal
*Car Valeting *Caravans *Motor Homes
*Upholstery Cleaning *Stain Protection
*Floor Cleaning / Scrubbing / Sealing / Polishing
*Pressure Washing of Patios Paths & Driveways
*Domestic Cleaning * Top Ups & One Off Cleaning
*Gutter / Fascia Cleaning

*Contract Office Cleaning (Flexible Options)

74 Bartlow Rd, Linton, Cambridge, CB21 4LY

ProClean
‘Your Complete Cleaning Solution’

Watch batteries and straps fitted while you wait.
Jewellery repairs including sizing and polishing.

All repair work carried out on the premises by a 
professional with 40 years experience.

We stock a selection of:
Silver Jewellery • Photo Frames • 
Collectables • Toiletries • 
Greeting Cards • Gift Wrap

61 HIGH STREET, LINTON, CAMBRIDGE, CB21 4HS
TEL: 01223 894225

We stock a selection of:
Silver Jewellery • Photo Frames • 
Collectables • Toiletries • 
Greeting Cards • Gift Wrap

MALLYON & DONALDSON
Linton

Specialising in both Modern and

Traditional building methods.

Tel: 01223 891267
Mob: 07941 220868

All contracts finished to a high standard.
Reliable service. Local references available.

TIM PHILLIPS & Co.
Accountants

Established 1991

Independent, specialist service for:

Small Business • Self Assessment
Personal Taxation

Free initial consultation – no obligation
EASY, FREE PARKING

Copley Hill Business Park, Cambridge Rd., Babraham

Off A1307 between Wandlebury and Babraham

Tel: 01223 830044. www.tpaccounts.co.uk
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 Councilminutescouncilminutescouncilminutescouncilminutes
ABBREVIATED minutes of the Linton parish council (LPC/
PC) meeting held at the Cathodeon Centre on Thursday 20th 
October 2016.

Present: Cllr Paul Poulter (chairman); Cllr Brian Manley (vice-
chair); Cllr Enid Bald; Cllr Dr Brian Cox; Cllr Simon Hill; Cllr 
Amy Smith; Cllr Graham Potter. Clerk: Ms Kathryn Wiseman. 
Admin assistant to the clerk: Anne Meeks. District Cllrs Henry 
Batchelor and John Batchelor. County Cllr Roger Hickford. 
Representatives for Cambridge Connect: Mr Paul Richardson 
and Mr Collin Harris. Members of the public: two.

Apologies for absence: Cllrs Champion, Mannassi, Walker 
and Ward.

Councillors’ declarations of interest:  Cllr Hill noted a non-
pecuniary interest in the update on allotments item. Cllr Poulter 
noted a non-pecuniary interest in a planning item.

Councillor vacancies: There are four councillor vacancies.
Public participation: A resident from Back Road posed some 

questions regarding the current status of both the Neighbourhood 
Plan (NP) and Local Plan (LP). Council advised that the NP was 
completed and South Cambridgeshire District Council (SCDC) 
had approved this. The next step was formatting the NP for public 
consultation. The chairman advised that although this was taking 
longer than council had hoped, it was now well underway. The 
LP however, would not be relevant to Linton for at least a year, 
with an expected instatement date of December 2017. Council 
advised that the LP is to be put into place by the district council 
and the current consultation of houses had delayed this.

Presentation by Cambridge Connect: Formally launched 
in March 2016, Cambridge Connect is a volunteer run project 
which focuses upon alternative transport methods for Cambridge 
and the surrounding area. It suggests that the implementation of 
a lightweight underground railway system is a viable solution for 
the congestion problems in and around Cambridge. Having part-
nered with Rail Future, Rail Haverhill and UK Tram, Cambridge 
Connect poses a long term plan to reduce the number of cars 
and buses that access the city centre. The geology of Cambridge 
would suggest that implementing a system such as light rail is 
highly plausible and would provide fast and efficient transport 
to the local towns and villages surrounding Cambridge, with 
Linton being linked to areas such as Haverhill, Cambridge and 
Cambourne. It was advised that this could help reduce the large 
scale congestion on the A1307 and a reduction in pollution, as 
light rail is considered to be twice as energy efficient as buses. Due 
to the level of funding a project such as this would require, it is 
not likely to be implemented within the next 10 years, however it 
could provide a sustainable and long term solution to congestion 
and transport issues within Cambridgeshire. As this is currently 
a project run entirely by volunteers there has not yet been the 
necessary resources or time to take this project to the next level. 
The chairman thanked Cambridge Connect for the presentation.

Planning matters: Update on the Call In by Secretary of State 
regarding Bartlow Road S/1963/15/OL outline application for up 
to 55 residential dwellings: A response has been received from 
the Secretary of State, and that on this occasion he had made the 
decision not to call it in. This means that there will be no public 
consultation and that the approval by SCDC regarding the plan-
ning application for Bartlow Road still stands. District Cllr John 
Batchelor expressed concern that any decision had been made 
prior to the signing of the S106 agreement.

Planning application S/2553/16/OL Horseheath Road, outline 
for up to 50 residential dwellings and between 24-28 allotments. 
Outlined role of the planning working group: Council was 
advised that the creation of a planning working group (PWG) 
had been recommended as it was a way to allow members of 
the PC, with co-opted residents who wished to get involved, to 
meet and prepare reports, without the formal protocol required 
for an official committee, whilst still operating within the legal 
framework of the council. Concerns were raised that by creating 
a sub-committee this was negating the use of the formal planning 
committee and would be awarding too much control to a working 
group. The clerk responded that no decisions could be made, 

only suggestions to put to the planning committee and full 
council to decide upon. It was also noted that all information 
and correspondence is required to be put through the office and 
that the working group was not authorised to contact anyone 
independently of the office. Proposed by Cllr Bald, Seconded 
by Cllr Smith. Agreed. 

District and County Councillors’ reports & business: The 
district councillors’ report was noted. Cllr Batchelor advised that 
the district council was currently reviewing four options for a 
new town, due to pressure to reach housing targets. Also it was 
suggested that Great Chesterford has been proposed for a possible 
5,000 additional houses. 

Cllr Batchelor advised that an appeal had been created for the 
original Horseheath Road planning application, S/1969/15/OL, 
however this had not yet been submitted. This had been done in 
an attempt to apply pressure to SCDC when reviewing the current 
application, S/2553/16/OL. It was noted that SCDC  had addressed 
the historical aspect of LPC’s objection to the new Horseheath 
Road application, however there was not yet a solution proposed 
regarding the landscaping concerns. The allotments outlined 
within the new application are not yet in the S106 agreement, thus 
they would be conditional again and not contractually binding.  

It has been confirmed that as part of the Devolution scheme 
a mayor must be appointed, despite the initial data suggesting 
that this was not popular with residents. This structure of mayor 
should be in place as of 2017, however as of yet the specifics had 
not been put into place.

Cllr Hickford explained that many of the cameras that had been 
seen in and around Linton were set up by Cambridgeshire county 
council (CCC) as part of data research for the City Deal. These 
cameras were assisting CCC in finding out how many cars were 
using the A1307. It was also advised that the cameras on Back 
Road were number plate recognition cameras to help establish 
how many people were ‘rat running’ through the village to avoid 
the congestion on the A1307. 

Cllr Hickford ended his update by advising LPC that he would 
not be standing for county councillor next year.

Cllrs John and Henry Batchelor left the meeting at 20.48.
Update on the Beacon Trust: Council were presently attempt-

ing to clarify the contractual obligations with the Beacon Trust, 
This was originally established with the rector who has now left. 
Cllrs Manley and Ward will continue to establish the current status 
of the relationship with the Beacon Trust.

Update on the Neighbourhood Plan (NP): Cllr Poulter 
advised that the NP was all complete however this has not yet 
progressed to the next stage of formatting ready for public con-
sultation. Whilst LPC are conscious of the delay, work schedules 
and commitments have not allowed this to further as quickly as 
council would like.

Update on allotments: It was raised that the issue of allot-
ments was becoming more prominent now that the application 
for Horseheath Road had been submitted as this outlines for 24-
28 allotments. It was asked if the allotments could be included 
in the S106 agreement and suggested that LPC offer a formal 
invitation for a meeting to the allotment association to assist in 
progressing matters.

A1307 Forum meeting of 23rd September: Report from Cllr 
Bald was noted. Cllr Bald advised that Lucy Frazer MP had at-
tended this meeting and that she was also aware of the number 
of planning applications Linton was currently receiving. 

The focus of the meeting was upon transport links throughout 
the region - Saffron Walden, Haverhill and Great Chesterford, 
and it was decided that these needed to be reviewed on a regional 
basis. There was an update on flooding and Bartlow, Hildersham 
and Abington were all reviewing this. LPC and the environment 
agency (EA) have been working in conjunction to address flood-
ing issues and currently the work is being completed by LPC 
and not the EA.

Cllr Hickford left the meeting at 21.10.
Restoration of the flood plain: Report from Cllr Bald was 

noted. The drainage ditches need to be dug and kept clean to ensure 

the flood plain is effective as the EA had recently advised these 
ditches are on LPC’s land and have not been addressed for many 
years, resulting in them becoming blocked. The drainage ditch on 
the western end of the recreation ground needed to be cleared and 
it has been recommended by the EA that the right angled bend 
should be removed or reduced. It was raised by council that as the 
EA is the statutory body responsible for flood defence work LPC 
should not be completing flood works. Councillors raised concerns 
that by undertaking work on the flood plains LPC could end up 
resuming responsibility for these and could thus become deemed 
liable should the defences fail. To this Cllr Bald responded that 
all the work would be put forward to the EA for assessment and 
a specification would be approved along with a budget estimate 
to allow for the money to be precepted if necessary. Previously 
the EA would not let the shoal be removed however they had now 
adjusted their stance and will be submitting a report. Although LPC 
cannot currently commit it could be possible to assign someone 
to plan this in preparation for it to be reviewed at a later date 
along with the liability issue. It was noted by council that more 
clarification was needed to establish LPCs responsibilities as the 
landowner and the EA as the statutory body. It was agreed that 
Cllr Bald would contact the EA to establish responsibility and 
submit a report for review of works requested.

Traffic matters: Traffic working group (TWG) meeting of 5th 
October report was noted. 

Vehicular access/parking issues, Green Lane/Co-op: Cllr 
Manley advised that this is being pursued with CCC, however 
it has emerged that to have the consultation to review the lines 
would cost £250 upfront. It had been advised by County Cllr 
Hickford that pictures shall be taken down Meadow Lane and if 
CCC supports the notion that these are required, the painting of 
new yellow lines shall be reviewed.

Update on traffic and parking questionnaire issues: Cllr Man-
ley advised that 30 responses had been received in total and as 
expected the majority of residents had concerns regarding the 
parking within the village. From the suggestion of limited park-
ing times or residents only parking, residents proved to be more 
in favour of limited parking times supported by proper enforce-
ment of this. This is being reviewed through the TWG with Cllr 
Manley project leading.

Infant school parking and traffic issues in key congestion ar-
eas at peak time: The suggestion of employing a traffic warden 
again within the village was discussed. This was delegated to 
the TWG to review.      

Grounds maintenance contracts: An update on draft new 
ground division contracts with area breakdowns and maps was 
presented by Cllr Bald. The drafts of the four separate grounds 
maintenance contracts had been prepared for comments and re-
view. Once agreed by council the contracts will be put to tender. 
A proposal to send out to tender for works to commence on 1st 
April 2017, the start of the new financial year, was agreed.

Recreation ground: Dismantling and removal of the Skate 
Ramp: Following the playground equipment reports, where it was 
noted that the Skate Ramp was now of low risk, it was decided by 
council that it was not a requirement to demolish the ramp in the 
imminent future. This has been referred to the recreation ground 
working group to continue to keep under review and to advise 
when demolition should take place in the future.

Clapper Stile replacement: This was referred to the recreation 
ground working group to create a detailed specification for quo-
tations to ensure the work is completed to the correct standard.

Recreation ground working group meeting of the 12th October 
2016 report was noted.

Haverhill Town Forum meeting update: Report from Cllr 
Bald was noted.

Post Office relocation: The implications of the Post Office 
relocation were discussed and the main issues raised were parking 
and usability of both the shop and the post office once combined 
in Sweet Talk News.

Note: Copies of the full minutes, reports and documents 
referred to above can be inspected at the parish council office.
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