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HERE at the Granta 
school, we wanted to 

celebrate the successes of our 
athletes in the paralympics 
and be part of  handover day. 
Before the day, the whole 
school was involved in mak-
ing flags and placemats for 
all the countries of the world. 
School lunch was food from 
around the world which went 
down a real treat.

On the day, each class  
represented a different coun-
try and wore the appropriate 
colour T-shirt.

P u p i l s  a c r o s s  t h e 
school took part in a variety 
of activities including bas-
ketball, boccia*, kurling (a 
version of curling without 
the ice), athletics, table ten-
nis, football, hockey and 
equestrian.

In addition, we had a 
cycle relay with pupils from 
Castle school cycling nine 
miles across Cambridge to 
hand over the Olympic flag to 
pupils from Granta who then 
cycled nine miles along the 
Roman road back to school. 

Granta school hosts its own games

Picture by a teaching assistant at Granta school
The Granta school celebrates the paralympics with this beautiful human depiction of the Olympic rings: the colour original is striking

Editor: no progress
SADLY, we still have not managed to find an editor. 

This month, I am suggesting that the job could be shared 
between two people, one of whom could receive and edit 
all e-mails for publication and the other who could place 
the articles on to the pages.

You do not have to have any journalistic experience; 
I did not, I actually came from an engineeering back-
ground. If you need an idea of what is involved in putting 
the paper together, please contact me (details on page 8 
of this paper). 

You will have a very good support team who do the 
rest of the jobs associated with this paper. We have proof- 
readers, a technical specialist, typist and two sub-editors 
plus another learning. The subs cannot take on the  
editor’s job for various reasons.

I had hoped to leave at Christmas but am prepared to 
stay on to see in a new editor until he or she is confident 
with the role.

I look forward to hearing from you.
Editor

We came into school to a huge 
welcoming celebration.

As a close to the day, all 
the pupils and staff made the 
Olympic rings logo and an 
aerial photograph was taken. 
We can’t believe how well it 
all worked out.

For all our efforts and 
achievements, we won a gold 
medal award and a paralym-
pian for the day on the 2012 
paralympian games website. 
We can’t wait.

Julie Lloyd, 
teacher at the Granta 

* Boccia is a sport with ancient 
Greek origins – it was devel-
oped from a traditional ball 
tossing game by Italians in the 
16th century. 

Today, boccia is unique to 
the Paralympic Games, where 
it is played by wheelchair 
athletes with severe cerebral 
palsy and related neurological 
disorders. 

The sport is a test of muscle 
control and accuracy, de-
manding extreme skill and 
concentration at the highest 
level.                             LNT

The Granta school cycle team which took part in the relay with the Castle school
Picture supplied by the Granta school

FRIDAY 26th September saw Linton CE 
infant school’s annual Harvest Festival. 
The church was filled with many excited 
scarecrows, as this year all the children 
and staff dressed up for the occasion. 
The procession down to the church was 
a sight to see as children shed straw 

from their costumes. There were no crows in sight but 
glorious harvest offerings. The church looked amaz-
ing once all the offerings were displayed and it was 
great to see all the local produce. Linton must have 
very fertile soil! 

During the church service, we gave thanks to God 
through a range of songs and poems and in our thoughts 
and prayers. The large congregation of parents were 
invited to join in the prayers and songs. We were very 
proud of all the children, as even the youngest (only 
four years old) managed to learn four new songs in a 
fortnight. The dressing-up was not limited to the school 
community as Natalie and Nanette, our friends at the 
church, put on a show too! The service ended with 
prayers led by Natalie Whitton-Spriggs and the children 
paraded back to school. 

My thanks to all those who helped restore the church 
afterwards and to those people who arranged the distri-
bution of the food, and to the children and their families 
for making our celebration most enjoyable. 

Louise Clark, acting headteacher 

Infant pupils enjoy the harvest

Picture by Roger Lapwood

A teacher leads some happy scarecrows to church for the service
LAST month, we told how retired LVC teacher Tom 
Minnock had been nominated for the Teaching Award 
for Enterprise UK. Well, he won and was presented with 
the prize at a ceremony in London. Congratulations!

STOP PRESS ... STOP PRESS ... 

Remembrance  Service
Sunday 9th Nov  
2.30pm  

St Mary’s
church
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Thoughts from 
the GRanta ranta

OUR planet has seen acts of violence since the days some of our  
ancestors started using weapons of minimal destruction on each 
other rather than woolly mammoths. The passing of millennia 
hasn’t taught us anything; new and exciting ways of being upset 
at other people’s actions are forever being used as justification 
for extreme retaliation. 

I was recently caught up in one such instance and was left in 
genuine pain – both physical and emotional. It was my own fault. 
We keep hearing stories reminding us that it’s sometimes better 
not to get involved in an obviously hostile situation ... but I fool-
ishly agreed to accompany my wife to a jumble sale.

Looking back, I should have been more assertive. The sports 
pages at the weekend really are that important, so I should have 
continued my reading of how some poor soul on £100,000 a week 
came back from a badly injured toenail. However, recalling fond 
childhood memories of looking at all the toys for sale at these 
events I decided there could be something there to interest me, so 
off we went. We arrived in time for the slightly-less-than-grand 
opening, which, apparently, is crucial should you wish to get a 
bargain. The organisers threw open the doors, before retreating 
behind groaning tables of unwanted delights. Suddenly, the feeling 
of being on the westbound platform at Oxford Circus came upon 
me as, with a monumental whoosh, dozens of determined-looking 
ladies surged past me.

Piles of creased, unwashed laundry appear to have as much 
appeal to some as the toe injury of a Latvian defender does to 
others. I made my way towards a bookcase in a corner to check 
out the reading matter. The top two shelves were full of novels, 
so I crouched to look at the non-fiction, little realising I had made 
a health and safety error. 

I was so engrossed in the diary of Gyles Brandreth’s trip to 
Uzbekistan that I didn’t notice the lady with several bags of clothes 
until she knocked me over. As she carried on walking, I casually 
asked: “I’m sorry, was I in your way?” A reply was not forthcom-
ing, so I went to see how my wife was faring. 

The clothing department of this sale went around three sides of 
the room, so it took a while to spot my wife. Unable to attract her 
attention, I began browsing the section she was yet to rummage 
through. Before long, another lady of not insignificant proportions 
leant into me with her left shoulder in order to get closer to the 
action, followed by an elbow jab. Before I knew it, I’d been jostled 
several rows back, so I shuffled over to the entrance figuring I’d 
be safer waiting there. With the jumble season now in full swing, 
please can all the would-be lady wrestlers of a certain age be a 
little less aggressive with the men? 

WE have suffered some bur-
glaries in the area over recent 
weeks and these appear to have 
involved homes left insecure. 
Items which have been taken  
vary in size and value. 

It is vital that when leav-
ing your house, even for short 
period, you take the appropri-
ate steps to secure it and your 
belongings.

Ensure all external doors are 
locked and all windows  closed 
and latched. With the nights 
drawing in, when you go out for 
evening, leave some lights on 
inside and, better still,  consider 
investing in timers for these to 
come on at various times. 

While on the subject of light, 
does your home have a security 
light to illuminate the garden? 
One thing burglars do not like  is 
security lighting! Do you have 
items left out in your garden 

which could be used to break 
in? Take steps to secure ladders 
and items such as shovels.

Cambridgeshire police have 
a system called Immobilise 
which you can access through 
our website, www.cambs.po-
lice.uk. This database enables 
you to record items such as 
camcorders, DVD players etc. 
It these are then stolen and re-
covered, it will help us return 
them to you.

Keep watching out for any 
suspicious activity near your or 
your neighbours’ home. If you 
see anyone hanging around, 
please call the neighbourhood 
police team

Rebecca Parkin PC 1881
Linton neighbourhood  

officer
0845 456 4564 ext 7613

Mobile: 07736086921

PLOddInG ALOnG

THE latest meeting of the Linton neighbourhood police panel 
took place at the Heights school, marking the first year since 
its inception. Representatives from 11 villages attended, as did 
several residents. 

It was announced that PCSO Zally Huseyin had tendered 
her resignation and that it would take a few months to draft in a 
replacement. Several attendees expressed their appreciation for 
all Zally’s endeavours in the Linton area. It was pointed out that 
staffing levels can sometimes appear light on bank holidays, but 
Inspector Chris Savage took time to reassure us that this was not the 
case and that staffing is based on regular patterns of ‘activity.’

Instances of anti-social behaviour were seen to be down, 
compared with the corresponding period last year, although there 
were several instances in the High Street and Chalklands. It was 
thought that the CCTV cameras and regular meetings between 
police, councillors and younger members of the community were 
probably contributory factors to the overall decrease.

Several points raised from the floor were about motoring issues, 
with an emphasis on rat-running and speeding in the villages. 
It was agreed that these were serious enough to warrant some 
action, and an occasional police presence during the rush hours 
was being considered. 

It was noted that house burglaries had seen an increase and 
the public were reminded of the importance of reporting any 
suspicious activity. Non-house burglaries also increased, with 
instances of metal theft among them.

The meeting was introduced to PC Robert Smith of Cam-
bridgeshire’s rural policing unit. He explained how his team 
investigates everything from deer poaching to hay fires, and how 
they have recently been looking into thefts of metal and fuel.

Sergeant Mark Kathro was pleased to see the uptake in E-cops 
subscribers in the area, as this was seen to be an excellent way 
for villagers to keep abreast of police activity between meetings. 
At the last panel meeting in Fulbourn, questions had been raised 
regarding communication between the police and general public, 
so it was pleasing to note that the Cambridgeshire force is adopt-
ing a more approachable stance.

E-cops subscribers receive regular updates about incidents and 
initiatives in Cambridgeshire, as well as more local information 
specifically regarding the Linton ward. For more information 
about E-cops, go to: www.cambs-police.co.uk/myneighbour-
hood/ecops

There is also a link on the Linton forum (currently appearing 
on page 2).

LNT

Cameras ‘can help cut  
anti-social behaviour’

A NUMBER of ladies (and one 
husband) from Linton WI spent 
the afternoon of Wednesday 
15th October at a very interest-
ing and informative talk and 
demonstration on computer 
technology and the internet.

Simon Ward, based at his 
computer shop at 41 High 
Street, is helping to bring the 
WI into the technological age. 
Experience was ‘hands on’ and 
during the session the group 
learned many helpful and in-
teresting things.

We began by seeing the 
intriguing interior workings of 
a laptop, followed by shopping 
on-line and most importantly 
how to make the computer 

WI ladies (and one man) enter the computer age
secure and how to back up all 
those important documents and 
photos.

We were shown how to use 
the computer to watch favourite 
missed television programmes, 
and for those with families and 
friends far away, Simon showed 
how to use a live video link with 
sound, to keep in touch and see 
them on screen. 

Simon imparted his knowl-
edge on a level that was easily 
understandable and the group 
was happy to ask the simplest 
of questions. 

It was a very good afternoon 
and we came away with much 
food for thought.

Trysha Hunt
WI members (and one husband) concentrating hard

Picture submitted by Trysha Hunt

FROM September 2008, girls aged 12 are being offered the 
new cervical cancer vaccine. This vaccine protects against the 
two main viruses which cause 70% of cervical cancer. 

The viruses are often transferred from one to another 
by unprotected sex – however as the vaccine only protects 
against some cervical cancers, screening later in life is still 
imperative.

Angela Pond, the school nurse at Linton village college, 
reminded us: “Most girls do not have sex until after 16, but 
all need to be educated in safe sex, relationships and how to 
say nO!” 

There are a few minor side effects from the vaccine, includ-
ing sickness, dizziness, diarrhoea and muscle aches, but these 
were reported in fewer than 1,000 cases. 

More common occurrences are swelling and redness around 
the site of injection. There are, so far, no signs of any serious 
side effects, but it is being monitored carefully. The vaccine will 
last for at least six years and will also be monitored closely. 

Angela has asked me to remind all members of the school 
that she is in school on Tuesdays for appointments or a drop-in 
clinic at lunchtimes. She is usually found in the therapy room 
of the sports centre and is happy to discuss anything with the 
students, including any queries about the vaccination. 

The vaccination timetable for LVC is as follows: 
Year sevens (11) will be vaccinated once they reach 
year eight; 
Year eights (12) are being vaccinated soon – the first dose 

was done in October, the second is due on 9th December and 
the third will be on 21st April next year. 

Years nine, 10 and 11 will be vaccinated in part of a catch-up 
starting next year.

Sammy Miners

Cervical cancer vaccine 
for girls aged 12 

Students
20% off

Special Kids
Prices

THE

ROOM
37 Bartlow Road, Linton

Tel: Pippa (01223) 890890
OPENING TIMES
Mon Closed
Tues 9-5 pm
Wed 9-7 pm
Thurs 9-7 pm
Fri 9-5 pm
Sat 9-3 pm

Senior Citizens
Tuesday & Wednesday

Late opening until 7 pm on
Wednesday & Thursday

Linton Community Sports Centre
- FITnESS SUITE -

PERSONAL TRAINING // HOLISTIC THERAPY
– TEnnIS & nETBALL COURTS –

- FLOOdLIT ‘3G’ ALL WEATHER FOOTBALL PITCH 
CHILdREn’S ACTIVITIES

RANGE OF TERM, HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES & PARTIES

  01223 890248
Check out the latest info at: -

http://www.linton-sport-fitness.co.uk

TEL: 890433 Mob: 0777 375 8355

*Carpet Cleaning *Rugs *Stain Removal
*Car Valeting *Caravans *Motor Homes
*Upholstery Cleaning *Stain Protection
*Floor Cleaning / Scrubbing / Sealing / Polishing
*Pressure Washing of Patios Paths & Driveways
*Domestic Cleaning * Top Ups & One Off Cleaning
*Gutter / Fascia Cleaning

*Contract Office Cleaning (Flexible Options)

74 Bartlow Rd, Linton, Cambridge, CB21 4LY

ProClean
‘Your Complete Cleaning Solution’ Roses

Beauty Salon
W E S T  W R AT T I N G

Facials,  Electrolysis,  
Waxing, Manicures,  

Pedicures,  Massage, 
Eyelash Tint ,  Ear Piercing. 

Mobi le service avai lable
Rene Guinot Agent

Tel Carol
01223 290492

or 07796 333351

Made to Measure

CAPRI BLIndS
* Verticals * Roman *Roller *Pleated 

* Venetian *Wooden
CALL nOW FOR

free quotation - free measuring - free fitting
All in the comfort of your own home - we visit you
All Blinds are fully guaranteed Quality assured

Tel: 01223 894020
Website address www.capriblinds.co.uk

Bed &
Breakfast

Denise Kiddie
Large ground 

floor room 
with king size bed
Families welcome

27, High Street
Linton

Tel 01223 893478

An update on police matters

Sammy’s report on ...

41 High Street, Linton

LAPTOPS FROM £349!
Online remote repair service from £10

Now refilling Ink Cartridges while U wait!



NO season of mists 
and mellow fruitful-
ness at the Linton WI 
harvest supper; ours 
was full of ‘Eastern 

Promise’.
Ann Simpkin welcomed 40 

members and four new mem-
bers. Brenda Smith read the pre-
vious month’s minutes. Matters 
arising, visit to Highgrove – a 
resounding success. June gave 
us an interesting report. 

There will be a new mem-
ber’s coffee morning at 10.30am 
on 23rd October at Elfriede’s, 9 
The Grove, and a Christmas 
celebration at Balsham on 12th 
December; names to Brenda. 

The Strolling Group started 
at 10am on 10th October at the 
Dog and Duck. It was agreed we 
would participate in the Christ-
mas tree event at St Mary’s.

A wonderful array of food 
for the harvest supper had 
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Post and email addresses and deadline for letters are on Page 8. Please note: all letters for publication must be supplied with a full name and  
address to enable us to check authenticity. Letters may be edited.

Readers write ... Readers write ... Readers write ... 

WEEKLY  
Junior badminton, 10am-12noon Sundays  SC
Adult tennis coaching, Sundays (call 07791 150141)  SC
Pilates, 10 and 11.15am Mondays   VH
Yoga, 7-8.30pm Mondays term time Hadstock VH 
Whist drive, 7.30pm Mondays   VH
Men’s all-age keep fit club, 8pm Mondays             SC 
Ladies’ netball, 7.15-8.30pm Mondays    SC
Cempa wu-shu karate, 7-8pm Mondays (age 5 upwards)            LVC
Scrabble club, 10am-12noon alternate Tuesdays from 9/9, Dog & Duck
Linton Granta toddlers, 10am Tuesdays and Thursdays term time LVC
Hadstock toddler group, 2-3.30pm Tuesdays term time   Hadstock VH
Ladies’ football, 7-8pm Tuesdays           LVC
Linton chess club, 7.30pm Tuesdays                                                CC
Tae Kwon Do, 6-8pm Tuesdays and Thursdays              SC
Ladies’ badminton, 8-10pm Tuesdays          SC
IT club, 7pm Tuesdays CC
WEA, 10am Tuesdays VH
Yoga, 7.30pm Tuesdays term time Hildersham VH
Yoga, 1-2.45pm Wednesdays term time VH
Linton radio race car club, 6-10pm Wednesdays   VH
Men’s keep fit club, 8pm Wednesdays                  SC
Linton theatre workshop, Wednesdays (call 892076)
Tots-in-tow, 10-11.30am Wednesdays term time  VH
Music Matters, 9.45am & 11am Thursdays                                  VH
LVC badminton club, 8-10pm Thursdays  SC
Carpet bowls, 7.30pm Thursdays    VH
Rhyme’n’rhythm tots music group, Fridays 10.30 & 1.30 term time  URC
Junior basketball, 6-7pm Fridays  SC
Bridge club, 7pm Fridays   CC
Adult tap dancing, 7.15-8pm Fridays term time  VH
Granta badminton club, 8-10pm Fridays  SC
For Sports Centre courses please call Mark Collins 890248 

nOVEMBER
  2 All Souls service, Fauré Requiem St Mary’s
  3 Camera club, 7.15pm CC
  4 Linton Chess club, 7.30pm CC
  4 WI, 7.30pm VH
  5 Reading group, 8pm Dog and Duck 
  6 Luncheon club, 12.15pm Crown 
  6 Parish council, 8pm CC
  8 Mothers’ Union nearly new toy sale, 11.30am VH
  8 Fireworks’ display, 6.30pm Infant school playing field
  9 Camera club outing, 9.30am Coles Lane car park
  9 Remembrance service, 2.30pm St Mary’s
10 ACEs coach trip to Bedford, 9.30am Dog and Duck
11 VIP group, 2pm Chalklands
11 Gardening club, 7.30pm VH
15 Dads and tots. 9.30am VH
15 Bingo night, 7pm VH
15 Hillbilly music, 9pm King’s Head, Hadstock
15 Handel’s Messiah, 7pm St Mary’s
15 Granta football club pop quiz, 8pm Granta pavilion
18 Cam Sight road show, 1.15-4pm VH
20 Parish council meeting, 8pm CC
20 Welsh Highland railways meeting, 8pm Black Bull, Balsham
24 Trefoil guild, 7.45pm call 892418 for venue
30 Advent service, 6pm St Mary’s

dECEMBER
  1 Camera club AGM and Christmas social, 7.15pm CC
  2 WI, 7.30pm VH
  3 Reading group, 8pm Dog and Duck
  4 Parish council, 8pm CC
  6 Camera club outing, 9.30am Coles Lane car park
  6 Playgroup/toddlers Christmas fair, 2pm VH
  7 Christingle service, 3pm St Mary’s
  9 VIP group, 1pm Chalklands
14 Mendelssohn’s Elijah, 7pm Hamlet Road, Haverhill
21 Candlelit carol service, 6pm St Mary’s

Library times: Monday Closed; Tuesday 10.30am-1pm, 
2pm-5pm; Wednesday 2pm-5pm, 6pm-8pm; Thursday 
Closed; Friday 10.30am-1pm, 2pm-5pm, 6pm-8pm;  
Saturday 10am-12noon.

Refuse collection: 10th, 24th november  
Recycling collection: 3rd,  17th november, 1st december

KEY: CC Cathodeon Centre, HC Health Centre, LVC Linton 
Village College, RG Recreation Ground, SC Sports Centre, 
URC United Reform Church, VH Village Hall.

Post and email addresses and deadline for letters are on Page 8. Please note: all letters for publication must be supplied with a full name and  
address to enable us to check authenticity. Letters may be edited.

OUR THANKS

been provided by members, 
which was thoroughly enjoyed 
by all.

Then surprise, surprise ... 
we were entertained by Suzie 
and Natalie Spencer who gave 
us a marvellous demonstration 
of Egyptian dancing called 
Raqs Sharqui. The dances were 
called Hafla, gyrating body 
movements to haunting Eastern 
music, colourful, riveting and 
excellent. 

Oh no – it was now our turn 
to try. Twenty-one enthusias-
tic members joined in; never 
before has Linton WI seen 
anything like it with much wob-
bling of hips and bosoms! What 
a fantastic evening, with many 
thanks to Natalie and Suzie.

Our next meeting will be 
a complete change. On 4th 
November, our speaker is 
Dan Woodford of River Farm 
smokery.

Tricia Lewis 893609

WI gets the wobbles 
with Eastern Promise

Spellbinding: Suzie (left) and natalie in dancing mode

Dear Editor
May I through your news 
column, as the local organiser 
for the Royal British Legion 
Poppy Appeal 2008, bring to 
the attention of your readers 
that the demand for finances 
is as great now as ever it was.
I am sure that everyone is 
aware of the horrific injuries 
our service personnel are suf-
fering in the present hostili-
ties of the world. 
A day does not go by with-
out the news of troops being 
killed, or repatriated to 
Headley Court with complex 
physical and mental injuries, 
ie lost limbs, sight or hearing. 
Then there are the families 
who are bereaved because 

a father or mother, son or 
daughter, brother or sister 
does not return. The Royal 
British Legion is in the fore-
front to administer to all these 
cases, and its demand on 
financing is enormous.
With your help this remem-
brance tide, your generosity 
can make a big difference. 
Poppies will be available at 
all establishments in Linton; 
also if anyone would like to 
collect in their road, street or 
estate, please contact me. 
The service of remembrance 
will be at 2.30pm on 9th No-
vember at St Mary’s church in 
Linton.
Laurence Kidman 
Bartlow Road 892875

Dear Editor
I would just like to write and thank everyone for the support 
and sponsorship they gave Mark and I for our recent Yorkshire 
Three Peaks challenge, which involved a walk of 25 miles and 
1,600 metres (5,000 feet) of ascent and descent.
We completed the hot, wet and tiring day in 11 hours 50 min-
utes, 10 minutes under our target time of 12 hours, with just 
enough energy to stumble into the local pub for a restorative 
pint and a steak dinner. The total amount raised was £637 for 
Arthur Rank Hospice at Home. We had an amazing day; one 
that will be with us for a very long time.
Carolyn and Mark Thackstone, 
Cherry Close

dear Editor
I am holding a prize bingo night at the village hall, Coles 
Lane on Saturday 15th november. doors open 7pm eyes 
down 7.30pm. All monies raised will be going to the Oncol-
ogy department at Addenbrooke’s hospital.
If any of your readers would like to donate a prize for the 
bingo or raffle, this would be much appreciated. These can 
be left at either 130 High Street or the Co-op.
I hope that this event will be well supported, as many fami-
lies are affected by cancer one way and another.
Rose Newman, 
High Street  890739

Too good for jumble...
NEW items this month include a complete set of Inspector Morse 
videos with a book about the stories, a Britax collapsible pram 
and a Silver Cross carrycot style pram.  The Casioton CT 450 
stereo keyboard with instructions, battery or mains operated, 
the 15in Dell computer monitor as well as the Sony colour TV 
with 21in screen, remote control and instruction book, and the 
Samsung fax machine/photocopier are all available   

Lower offers are invited for a 5ft artificial Christmas tree in 
box, a black Morphy Richards radio alarm clock LCD display 
and two large boxes of bubble wrap sheets, approximately 1ft 
square and 1ft by 2ft. Several people were interested in the 
hostess trolley, which raised £30 for Cam Sight – any more 
available? To buy any of the above or to offer an item to profit 
a charity, please contact me: 

Kate France 891602 or 
email katefrance@linton48. freeserve.co.uk

Reg No. 34107

PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER - Estd. 1966
All aspects of Central Heating and Plumbing

Boiler Service & Maintenance
Bathroom Suites & Power Showers
Kitchen Installations - Tap Washers

Telephone 01223 892311

A & R
PLASTERING

All aspects of plastering 
undertaken:
   Plasterboarding
      Rendering
        No job too small
19 years experience
Free estimates

Linton based:     Mobile:
01223 890228    0774 8627920

HOME SELECTION
FREE MEASURING & 

ESTIMATING
All types of flooring 

available
Tel: 01223 893634

Mobile: 07885 173113

NRS CARPETS

MALLYON & DONALDSON
Linton

Specialising in both Modern and

Traditional building methods.

Tel: 01223 891267
Mob: 07941 220868

All contracts �nished to a high standard.
Reliable service. Local references available.

 Opportunity awaits
We provide a professional and friendly recruitment serv-
ice to Haverhill and the surrounding villages. If you are 
looking for short term temporary work or if you are 
looking for the next step on your career ladder then 
call us today or email your CV to: jobs@cremrecruit-
ment.co.uk

www.cremrecruitment.co.uk
Contact Colin Saunders or Tom McKenzie 

on: 01440 708833

⇒ Industrial
⇒ Administration
⇒ Secretarial
⇒ Accounts
⇒ Sales
⇒ Customer Service
⇒ Engineering
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KERRI HARMER would 
like to say a huge thank you 
to everyone who took part in 
the World’s Biggest Cof-
fee Morning on Friday 28th 
September, raising a fantastic 
£456.30 for Macmillan Can-
cer Support, a Linton personal 
best!

It was a fun day; the vil-
lage hall was full, creating a 
great atmosphere. 

It’s amazing that simply 
enjoying a cup of coffee, and 
sampling delicious cakes, 
while catching up with 
friends can make a difference 
to people affected by cancer. 
Events like ours in Linton, 
took place across the UK, 
and the money raised goes 
towards providing practical, 
medical, emotional and finan-
cial support to people living 
with cancer.

Like any such event, it 
does not just happen. I would 
like to say a big thank you 
to everyone who helped 
on the day, provided raffle 

Picture by Josephine Paterson

Coffee and a chat raises £456

Catching up: From left, Jane Rootes, Su Matthews, Liz Hide, Clare Edwards,  
Ruth Wilkinson and debbie O’Brien at the world’s biggest coffee morning

THE Linton fireworks’ dis-
play will take place on Sat-
urday 8th november on the 
Camping Close behind the 
infant school. As in prior 
years, the gates open at 6pm 
so come along and enjoy the 
pre-show hospitality with hot 
food and drink stalls serving 
hot dogs, beefburgers and 
mulled wine. 

At 6.30pm we will be 
judging the guy competition 
–bring your entries to  Camp-
ing Close any time during the 
day up to 6pm. The bonfire 
will be lit shortly afterwards. 
The main fireworks’ display 
will start after 7pm when 
everyone is inside. We are 
planning a spectacular show 
to rival last year’s stunning 
success. 

Parking is limited to near-
by streets, so it would be re-
ally appreciated if local resi-
dents could leave their cars 
at home. For safety reasons 
we cannot allow sparklers or 
any other fireworks through 
the gates. Glo-toys will be 
available from the Linton 
Heights PSA stall.

Please come along and 

support this very worthwhile  
event. This is the nineteenth 
year in which we have put on 
a display and in that time we 
have raised over £80,000 for 
local schools. We are very 
grateful to Camgrain and the 
Cambridge Building Society 
for generously sponsoring 
this year’s event. 

Advance tickets are priced 
at £7.50 for a family of 
five (two adults and three 
children) and £2.50 for an 
individual – so save money 
and beat the queues! They 
can be bought at all three 
Linton schools, Sweet Talk 
news, Hale and Jacobs and 
the post offices in Linton 
and Balsham. Tickets on 
the night will be available 
at the gate for £9 and £3 
respectively. 

If you want any more in-
formation about this year’s 
event – or can spare a couple 
of hours on the morning 
of the 8th to help set up – 
please call Alison on 894346 
or me.

Andrew Clark
892676

Remember, remember 
the eighth of november

THE Gardening club’s new season started with a 
packed AGM. The chairman, Dr Charles Attwood, 
thanked all  who had helped so much in running the 
club’s activities. The club thanked Charles for his 

commitment to the club over  the years as he retired as chair-
man but he has been  persuaded  to remain on  the commitee.   
Gloria Fidler is the newly elected chairman and  Wendy Foster 
was warmly welcomed to the committee.

Dr Attwood introduced the second half of the evening by 
sharing the benefits of growing euphorbia seeds in Perlite 
over compost in order to increase germination. Alex Todd then 
shared his wonderful slides of exotic plants taken in Madeira, 
especially those from an orchid nursery he visited. 

Finally, Jan Sheppard gave an insight into the National 
Memorial Arboretum at Lichfield. It was moving to hear the 
stories behind the gardens designed for the 150-acre site. The 
site has  50,000 trees with all but one of our native trees repre-
sented. In one garden 2,535 oaks have been planted; each tree 
representing a single merchant vessel lost in the Sceond World 
War. The memorial garden for the police displays chestnuts for 
its avenue as this was the wood used to make the original trun-
cheons. Every detail of the gardens has been thought through 
and given meaning, creating a living memorial and a peaceful 
space to reflect.

We next meet on 11th November for Gardeners’ Question 
Time. A panel of experts will answer our gardening questions 
and offer advice. The panel includes Alan Bidwell, Kevin Marsh, 
Judy Nightingale and Val Spencer with Dr  Attwood in the chair. 
If you send me questions beforehand you will  be assured of 
the most comprehensive answers! Questions are welcome on 
the night. We will start at 7.30pm in the village hall and look 
forward to welcoming you.

Kirsten Newble 892425 lgcsecretary@yahoo.co.uk

HAVING over the years, had hundreds of conversations with 
dozens of different people on how to create the best home-
made curry it encourages me to share a recipe that I picked up 
when working alongside an Indian chef many years ago. 
  The flavours are not supposed to send your palate into an 
inferno but to leave a warm glow giving rise to the hot, the 
sweet and the sour.

I’ve chosen lamb on this occasion as this would be more 
authentic but chicken could be used if preferred.  

Easy peasy lamb curry
For four
2 tbsp vegetable oil
900g (2lb) trimmed and diced lamb shoulder
2 onions chopped
5 cloves chopped garlic
1 tbsp fresh ginger
1 tbsp turmeric
2 tbsp garam masala
2 tbsp ground cumin
1 tbsp ground chilli
1 tbsp plain flour
6 large tomatoes (chopped)
1 x (400g) can coconut milk
550 ml (1 pint) chicken stock
300g (10oz) baby spinach leaves
200g (7 oz) plain yoghurt

In a large thick-bottomed pan heat half the oil and sear the 
lamb until brown. Place in a bowl to one side

Add the remaining oil with the onions, garlic, spices and flour. 
Mix well and cook for about three minutes

Add the milk and tomatoes with the lamb and enough stock 
to cover the meat. Cover and cook gently for about one hour, 
stirring occasionally to avoid burning

When the meat is tender, skim off any excess fat from the 
surface and stir in the spinach, then add enough of the yoghurt 
to give the correct colour and consistency

This can now be served immediately with a little basmati 
rice

A fantastic idea is to let it cool for 24 hours and to reheat it 
slowly in a pan, as this allows all the spices to work and  mature 
and the meat to soften 

This is one of those meals that can be enjoyed with an ice-
cold  beer, or a fantastic white Rioja  which always goes  well  
with a spicy dish. 

Bon appetit!
Don’t forget you can access all Joel’s recipes at  

www.chefs-corner.co.uk

Ask questions and grow 
some green fingers

Chef’s corner 
with Joel

donations, made such lovely 
cakes, and to the local Co-op 
for their ongoing support.

Next year’s event is on 

Friday 25th September, when 
I hope that together we will 
be able to make it even bigger  
and better, and break the £500 

barrier from the people of 
Linton towards such a worth-
while cause.

Kerri Harmer

A.J. COPELAND & CO.
Chartered Accountants, Linton

Audit, Accountancy, Tax and Consultancy Services
for Business and Individuals

Computerised Self Assessment Tax Return Service

For FREE initial consultation phone 

01799 506602 

BLJ
CONTRACTS

ALL TILING WORK UNDERTAKEN

TERRACOTTA,
CERAMIC, MARBLE,

QUARRY TILES
NO JOB TOO SMALL
ESTIMATES FREE

Tel: 01223 891372

Friendly professional advice for businesses and

individuals

25 High Street, Haverhill,

Suffolk CB9 8AD

Tel: 01440 762511

________________________________________________________

11 Hill Street, Saffron Walden,

Essex CB10 1EH

Tel: 01799 526849

www.stevens-law.co.uk
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nEWS In BRIEF
Urania

Credit crunch discount? 
I HAVE decided to increase my carbon footprint in order that 
the economy does not suffer. The largest plasma TV I could 
buy had a discount on the total price at one shop. However, on 
the internet I found that the same discount applied but before 
VAT was applied. Where should I buy to save money?

Solution  to no 45 - Cost of three items?

Elementary substitution in the equations (with a twist) gives  
x = £3.88,  y = £6.45,  z = £10.73. 

 
AT 9pm on Saturday 15th November One-Tree Hillbil-
lies will be performing hillbilly bluegrass and folk at the 
King’s Head, Hadstock. It sounds like an evening not to be 
missed. Entry is free and all are welcome, so why not come 
along and listen to the music.

Richard Partridge

dancers’ exams triumph

HAVERHILL choral  
society is performing Men-
delssohn’s Elijah at 7pm on 
Sunday 14th December at 
the Old Independent Church 
in Hamlet Road, Haverhill. 
For details, call Roma  
Holmes on 01440 705692. 

A FINE crop of exam results paid 
off recently for all the hard work that 
students at Esme Watts theatre dance 
school had put in.  It really was worth 
all that hard work and Esme was 
delighted with the wonderful results 
her students achieved.

Classes for children’s tap, ballet 
and modern classes and adult tap classes are held for all 
ages from two and a half years upwards in the village hall 
on Fridays during term time.

MUSIC 
MATTERS

Fun music 
classes for 12 

months to 4½yrs 
Linton Village Hall
Thursday Mornings

For more information 
tel: Emma 01223 893140

If you would like your 
child to join in Esme’s 
classes or let them sample a 
free trial class, please e-mail 
esmewatts@hotmail.com 
or contact her on 07719 
816548.

Esme Watts

A LINTON author is about 
to have her second book pub-
lished. Hilary Custance Green, 
of Symonds Lane, has lived in 
the village for more than 30 
years and her two daughters, 
Eleanor and Amy, grew up 
here and both went to all three 
Linton schools.

Hilary’s own company, 
Threadgold Press, is publishing 
the new book, Unseen Unsung, 
which celebrates the power of 
music and the force of human 
survival in a complex world.

Hilary started writing in 
about 1996, but before then 
she spent many years as a 
sculptor working with children 
at Linton’s schools. Children 
who were at the Heights in the 
1980s and 1990s will probably 
remember working with Hilary 
to sculpt a dinosaur.

Health reasons and changing 
interests led to a career change 
to the field of psychology. 
She gained an OU degree and 

worked in Cambridge with 
the Medical Research Council 
before working with Linton 
children for her PhD on the 
‘development of attention’.

She gardens ‘to exhaustion’, 
and goes to the opera with her 
husband Edwin whenever she 
can. Hilary started writing in 
1996 and her main interests of 
music and poetry featured in her 
first book, A Small Rain.

“What I write is fiction,” she 
says, “but I try to look honestly 
and realistically at the way 
individuals cope with what life 
throws at them.

“I started writing fiction in 
my forties because I missed 
making sculptures and I also 
needed an antidote to the aca-
demic writing I was involved 
in. I loved it so much I have 
not stopped.”

LNT

Hilary Green

Second novel 
for Linton 

author

SIX venture scouts were packed 
and ready to take on the final 
and toughest leg of the Pennine 
Way at 7am on 6th  August 1988. 
Having already walked in ex-
cess of 250 miles, all that stood 
between them and the finishing 
line was a 27 mile trek on what 
turned out to be the warmest day 
of the expedition. 

Byrness Hill, at 1,358 feet, 
is the first of many ‘small’ 
summits as the Way continu-
ously reminds those on it that 
this is no ordinary walk. It is 
a tough examination of all but 
the superhuman. Wainwright’s 
warning about the final stretch 
is stark, and leaves those at-
tempting it in little doubt as 
to what to expect – “the full 
walk is too long for any but 
strong and tireless walkers to 
perform in one day. Make no 
mistake about it. This is a long, 
hard walk.”

The border with Scotland is 
met after three miles, marked 
unspectacularly by a post and 
wire fence, and is followed for 

the official finishing point. 
Recognising the monumental 
effort required to walk the Pen-
nine Way, Wainwright bought 
every finisher a free drink at the 
hotel. At the time of his death 
in 1991, his tab was in excess 
of £15,000! A Scottish brewery 
now picks up the bill.

Having showered at the 
youth hostel, it was found that 
the only place to buy a meal in 
Kirk Yetholm was the hotel, 
which had stopped serving 
food half an hour earlier. The 
manager suggested that fish and 
chips could be bought from a 
van that would be in the next 
village for the next hour ... more 
than a mile and a half  away. The 
lure of hot chips was too much, 
so off they went.

Not much is remembered 
about the journey home by 
minibus – driven by two of the 
parents – as the epic walk of the 
previous day was followed by 
a great sleep!

A few weeks later, the ABLE 
venture scout unit proudly 
presented a cheque for £2,000 
to Cancer Research – raised by 
sponsorship and much rattling 
of collecting tins on the way.

many miles before the Way 
actually crosses into Rox-
burghshire.

Much discussion had taken 
place prior to the walk re-
garding the feasibility of the 
final day and whether or not 
it would be wise to stay in a 
refuge hut overnight. Aware 
that it is sometimes important 
to keep food and water breaks 
brief in order to keep muscles 
warm, the scouts doggedly 
marched towards the point of 
no return. 

The growing weariness was 
tempered by an increasing ex-
citement that the Pennine Way 
had almost been conquered. 
The final eight miles were a 
true test of stamina and com-
mitment to the cause: three final 
peaks were between them and 
the finish.

With aching limbs and a 
sense of pride, they saw the tiny 
village of Kirk Yetholm come 
into view. It was the first sign 
of civilisation for 12 punishing 
hours. Exhaustion permitted 
nothing more than brief words 
of congratulation to each other 
as, one by one, six hardy souls 
touched the wall of the hotel, 

Concluding the story of a 
270 mile trek along the  
Pennine Way

They’d done 270 miles, 
now they wanted chips

Triumphant! The six scouts at the Border hotel wall, the official finishing point

Hillbillies come to Hadstock

POT POURRI (46)

Choral night

À

Carpentry, Plumbing, Tiling
Door / Window Replacement
Kitchen / Bathroom Refitting

Fencing, Decking, Gardening
Painting, Decorating
Flat Pack Assembly

Property Maintenance

Steve Jackson
Service Engineer

All domestic appliance repairs, 
15 years industry experience.
Very reasonable rates.
Quick & reliable service.

Steve Jackson
(Home) 01223 893114 / 893896

(Mobile) 07963 854653

A Member Of Sesame limited Which is Regulated By The Financial Services Authority
YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP THE PAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE, OR ANY OTHER LOAN

SECURED UPON IT.  WRITTEN DETAILS ON REQUEST

Ian Cross
01223 892821

email: Chapelifa@btinternet.com
De-Salis House, 6 Hillway Linton, Cambs, CB21 4JE

Independent Financial Advisers
SPECIALIST ADVICE ON

Pensions - Investments - Mortgages - Protection
Personal Financial Planning

FREE Initial Consultation & Without Obligation

AJB 
Fencing
All types of domes-
tic fencing - decking 
paving - landscaping

Garden services 
01223 894795
07813 070542

www.ajbfencing.co.uk
Portfolio Available

L.B. CABS
LINTON

PHONE LINTON 

01223 892986

For all your long and 
short taxi trips

Airports
Courier Service 

CAM Sight, the society for blind and visually impaired, is 
coming to Linton. We will be demonstrating equipment, 
giving advice and information along with answering any 
questions. If you have a sight problem, or know someone 
who has, come along to Linton village hall on the 18th 
November from 1.15pm-4pm and find out more. For 
further information, call Julie on 420033.

Cam Sight road show
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JUSTIN PEARSON
Reliable, High Quality 

Painter & Decorator
for Interiors & Exteriors 

Free Estimates
Tel 01223 565310

Mobile 0775 2469130

BED & BREAKFAST
Mrs Monica Clarkson
4 Harefield Rise, Linton

Tel: 01223 892988
Quiet modern bungalow

Families welcome 
No Smoking

KJL Roofing
All roofing repairs, lead-
work, renewal of pitched 

or flat roofs
New guttering, 

repairs/unblocking
Free estimates before any 

work commenced
25 years + Experience

Tel: 01223 892542
Mob: 07958 618440

NOVEMBER sees several special events focused on the local 
community take place at St Mary’s.

The All Souls service, at 6pm on Sunday 2nd November, has 
become a fixture in Linton life, providing a time of thoughtful 
reflection, an opportunity to light candles of remembrance and 
offer thanks for all who have gone before us, whether in faith 
or not. Everyone is welcome and the names for commemora-
tion can be given to the clergy before the service begins. The 
music sung by the choir will be the Fauré Requiem.

Remembrance Sunday follows on 9th November with the  
afternoon service taking place at 2.30pm followed by the pro-
cession to the memorial in the cemetery.

The choir of St Mary’s will be joined by friends, including 
soloists and orchestra for a complete performance of Handel’s 
Messiah, which begins at 7pm on Saturday 15th November in 
the church. There will be two 15-minute intervals. Admission 
is £7 with £5 for concessions. If you would be able to offer 
sponsorship to support the expense of presenting this concert, 
please contact me for information. This is a rare opportunity 
to hear a live performance of Messiah on your own doorstep; 
don’t miss it!

The Advent service of music and readings this year is at 
6pm on Sunday 30th November. Finally, advance notice that the 
Candlelit carol service is at 6pm on Sunday 21st December.

David Parry-Smith 894715

Events at St Mary’s put 
focus on the community 

THE World Challenge Expedi-
tion to South Africa started way 
back in June 2006 when there 
were almost 100 people who 
were interested in taking part 
in the trip. However as time 
went on and several meetings 
later this number was greatly 
reduced to just 24 people (chal-
lengers) in two different teams;  
our team, red and the other 
team, blue. After more than a 
year’s fundraising, I was almost 
there, and had just over £600 
left to raise in slightly more 
than six months which seemed 
not too bad considering the to-
tal start amount of £2,650! 

To raise the funds, I did many 
extra hours at John Lewis over 
Christmas and half-term. We 
also conducted various group 
fundraising events including 
bag packing over December 
2006 at Sainsbury’s, Haverhill 
where we raised more than 
£4,000 during a busy Christmas 
week. 

A year later in December 
2007 we had to commence 
a training weekend which took 
place in Buxton, Derbyshire. 
The weekend was fairly tough 
as it challenged us physi-
cally and mentally especially 
as temperatures got down to 
-4C. We went over various 
topics including how to cook 
hydrated food and use the cook-
ing equipment. We also learned 
what life was going to be like 
in South Africa and planned the 
weekend ahead. That evening at 
6.30pm we headed off for our 
campsite, which was a good 10 
miles away. It was very cold and 
windy along the way. 

CHRIS PEARCE, a pupil at Linton village college, contacted the Linton News in June offering to write about the World Challenge Expedition 
that he was taking part in during July. We are delighted that, at last, we have space to print his excellent report. I hope you enjoy reading it as 
much as I have. If you have a story to tell, please let me know; contact details on Page 8 – Editor 

Chickens, elephants ... and gunmen

After a long two years our 
trip to South Africa was finally 
here and we couldn’t wait to be 
on the plane and arrive in the 
country. On 15th July we arrived 
in Durban where we stayed at 
a youth hostel, Nomads Back-
packers, for the first night. The 
next day we travelled to the fan-
tastic Drakensburg Mountains 
where we commenced our main 
trek. This was very demanding 
and we covered 60 kilometres 
altogether. 

Whilst on the trek we had to 
walk a considerable distance 
before we reached the huts we 
would be staying in. One day 
we had to cover 16km before 
we reached the huts. The trek 
tested our ability physically and 
mentally; however it was still a 
brilliant experience and I would 
consider doing it again. 

The next part of the trip was 
the project phase. We went 
to a local school in Lesotho, 
South Africa and built chicken 

hutches for their chickens 
to lay eggs without them  
breaking, and we also cheered 
things up for the chickens by 
painting their pen with lots of 
bright colours. We also sat in 
on some of the lessons which 
were going on during our visit, 
where all of the children were 
very well behaved and did not 
step out of line! 

After we had finished our 
project at St James it was time 
to travel back along the rocky 
roads to Khotso Horse farm in 
Underberg where we passed the 
highest pub in Africa, the Sani 
Top Chalet.  We went horse rid-
ing at Khotso which was very 
enjoyable but painful for me as 
I am a near novice at horse rid-
ing, especially when we started 
to go quickly! 

We then travelled up to 
Swaziland where we did a one 
day trek expecting to see lots 
of wildlife and nature as it was 
in a private game reserve. We 
saw many different animals in-
cluding a herd of eland and also 
some baboons. This was a much 
easier trek than the Drakens-
burg as we did not have our 
main rucksacks to carry. 

After this we began the rest 
and relaxation part of the trip 
enjoying a safari in St Lucia 
where we saw many different 
animals including elephants, 
giraffe, eland, baboons, rhino, 
buffalo, zebras and leopard 

footprints, although we did not 
see the leopard. This was very 
enjoyable and lasted all day,  
enabling us to see a wide range 
of wildlife. 

After the safari we relaxed 
in a four-star hotel which was 
very nice as the rest of the time 
we had been using our sleeping 
bags in the cold as it was winter 
in South Africa, so it was warm 
in the day but cold at night.  

After a night in St Lucia 
we travelled back to Durban 
and enjoyed a day at the local 
markets and a witchdoctor tour 
as well as seeing how some of 
the other people live in South 
Africa in huts made from ma-
terials they find by the side of 
roads and in landfill sites. After 
this we returned to the Nomads 
Backpackers in Durban and we 
all went out for a meal in the 
local mall where we had meat 
for the first time in a while! We 
had been eating porridge every 
morning and having pasta most 
nights for dinner. 

However, that night was a 
lucky but very eventful one. 
While we were eating. we 
were involved in a gun raid by 

people who tried to take our 
possessions. Fortunately they 
only wanted phones from our 
particular table and as none 
of us had our phones with us 
they were unlucky, although 
one challenger did lose a small 
amount of money to them. It 
was a terrifying experience and 
everyone was slightly shaken as 
it is not something which we 
British are used to. 

This event was nothing new 
to the restaurant though, as the 
same thing had happened only 
six months earlier. After the 
event and since arriving home 
everyone has recovered from it,  
and nobody got hurt which was 
also a good thing. 

After a long 11hour flight 
we arrived back in the UK and 
headed home; and while we 
were all very happy to be home, 
in some respects we would have 
liked to stay in South Africa, 
enjoying the feel and cultural 
element of it. 

All in all, however, it was a 
brilliant experience and some-
thing I would like to do again 
in a different country.

Chris Pearce

Challenging: Chris all set for the adventures ahead

Follow my leader: the 60-kilometre trek continues
Pictures submmitted by Chris Pearce

• FITTED KITCHENS /
 BEDROOMS /WARDROBES
• CABINET MAKERS
• BESPOKE JOINERY
• DOORS / WINDOWS / STAIRS
• WOODEN FLOORING
• CONSERVATORIES
• EXTENSIONS / REFURBISHMENTS

FREE
COMPETITIVE

ESTIMATES

Tel.: 01223 890600 Mobile: 07802 885390 

Watkins Joinery

20 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE 
INSURANCE WORK 

UNDERTAKEN

colin.watkins@keme.co.uk

Steve Webb
Painter

&

Decorator 
over 30 years experience

CITY & GUILDS CERTIFICATES

31 Balsham Road
Linton
Cambridge
CB21 4LD
Tel: 01223 891119
Mobile: 07772991373

LINTON PAVING COMPANY 
YOUR LOCAL LANDSCAPING

BLOCK PAVING & PATIO 
SPECIALIST.

Slabbing, Decking, Gravel Drives 
& Fencing

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Int/Ext Painting, General Repairs

LOCAL, RELIABLE AND
 FRIENDLY  SERVICE.
FREE QUOTATIONS

Tel: Andre Jacobs

01223 890060
07765 594398

lintonpaving@aol.com

Singing Lessons
Sarah Rosewell 
BA (Hons) Music

Individual singing lessons 
available for all ages 

and abilities
Whether towards exams or 

purely for pleasure
  * CRB Checked
  * Based in Linton

For more information contact:
Sarah on 01223 894861

Email:
    sarahrosewell@hotmail.com

Little Hands 
Nursery School

Linton
Offers Morning, Afternoon, Lunch & Late Stay Sessions from 

9.00am ‘til 4.00pm during term time for all children aged between 
2 and 5 years. Pre-School sessions (to prepare our older children 

for infant school) 
are available and Holiday clubs (for 2 to 8 year olds) run 

during all the main school holidays. 
A high staffing ratio ensures quality of care so join us at Three 
Hills Farm, Bartlow to see what “Little Hands” has to offer you 

and your child
For further information please contact either
 Marion : 01223 897945 (school time) or Jane : 01223 503972 (other times)

the bull 
balsham

Tel: 01223 893844 www.the bullbalsham.co.uk
CHRISTMAS dAY LUnCH

A warm welcome from
Bob, Tracy & team always awaits you

CHRISTMAS THREE COURSE MEnU 
Available from 1st – 24th december £22.95 

£55.00 person (children £30.00)
Book now to enjoy a fabulous six course meal plus 

Champagne on arrival!
Menu now available – just call or pop in



worth at least four black-
jacks. Most youngsters col-
lected the fallers or shuffled 
along a perilous bough to 
obtain their conkers, later 

to be soaked in vinegar. This 
apparently hardened them 
in readiness for the contests. 
We would even experiment 
by baking or freezing them, 
adding steel tacks in search 
of the perfect championship 
recipe.

My sister Yvonne in 
Mayenne wondered about 
the lack of wildlife in such 
a wild landscape. The fact 
is, the French country folk 
(I was once one) seem to 
shoot anything that moves, 
be it rabbit, hare, squirrel 
or fox. The reason they give 
for this is to stop the spread 
of rabies. Well, there may 
be a modicum of truth in 
that but the French are not 
averse to enjoying the fruits 
of the wild. Our local river 
is now full of American 
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LINTON COUNTRY DIARY by Darryl Nantais
Illustrated by Maureen Williams 

EACH autumn has its own 
spectacular characteristics, 
but every few years one 
comes along that dwarfs the 
memorable rest. 

You see, there are these 
four important pigments at 
work as the leaves change and 
ultimately fall.  It is the chlo-
rophyll that gives the green, 
tannins the brown, carote-
noids the yellow and, last but 
not least, orange the incred-
ible deep purples and reds are 
due to anthocyanins. 

It is the anthocyanin pro-
duced in a sugar-rich leaf that 
gives rise to those splendid 
reds. This happens best after 
prolonged sunny days with 
cool frostless nights, causing 
leaf vein closure and trap-
ping the sugars. The archi-
tect of these amazing plants 
must have had our senses in 
mind!

Falling like leaves are 
stock market shares. Per-
haps it’s a good time to take 
stock of our true riches, and 
how nature hands upon a 
plate the essential wealth 
when we refrain from 
interfering with her cooking  
too much. Having said that, 
when I was a lad I imagined 
a day with multi-storey 
fields growing tomatoes as 
big as footballs; more than 
enough to feed the world. 
Today even conkers roll 
around discarded, unlike 
when I was 10 for then they 
were real currency. Any-
thing over a ‘twelver’ was 

Colours, conkers and crayfish
crayfish and jolly delicious 
they are too. Spliced, grilled 
and served with hot  
garlic and pepper sauce 
you would be hard pushed 
to find a more tasty meal, 
with no plastic packaging to 
recycle.

Someone recently said 
that the trouble with the UK 
is that we have nine months 
of bad weather and three 
months of winter. Having 
had an ice-age (before my 
time) perhaps this is the 
wet-age? My garden has 
been sodden most of the 
year with only a measly 
crop of potted veg. It’s been 
a particularly grim summer 
by any standards but gener-
ally our winters seem to be 
shrinking. 

I’m often asked if global 
warming means the weather 
will improve or deterio-
rate? I’m afraid the answer 
is about as useful as my 
predicting the falling stock 
market this year (which 
according to some friends, 
I did). 

However, diminishing 
summers, winters and re-
turns from Wall Street and 
Co are probably the kick 
up the rain-butt the human 
race needs to put its house 
in order. So as we brace 
ourselves to ride out the 
winter months, it’s perhaps 
a good time to re-embrace 
our beautiful countryside, 
teeming with our true wild 
wealth.

THE weather was beautiful for 
mid-October, so perhaps that is 
why the visitor numbers to the 
fourth Linton camera club exhi-
bition were a little down on last 
year. We had more board space 
than in 2007 so were able to 
display 282 photographs taken 
by 19 photographers, some of 
them relatively new to the club. 
There was no theme at all, just 
images that had inspired us to 
point our lenses at them, which 
gave a very diverse mix. 

As last year, we invited 
visitors to select their favourite 
photograph from the exhibi-
tion, and found that altogether, 
67 different favourites were  
selected. Three lucky people 
won their choice, and those 
were Kate Harvey: ‘Bowl of 
Lemons’ by Sarah Hurcum, 
Gloria Fidler: ‘A Day in Para-
dise’ by Sue Wilsher and Tamar 
Fentiman: ‘Let Me Sleep’ by 
Dave Cole which, incidentally, 
tied first place for the overall 
favourite along with “Reflec-
tions”, also by Dave. The 
photographer with the most 
favourites was newcomer, Sue 
Wilsher. 

The exhibition was free to 
visit, as with previous years, 
but we managed to raise the 
grand total of £122 with a raffle 
in aid of Alzheimer’s disease 
(incidentally, exactly the same 
amount was raised the two pre-
vious years – spooky). For the 
first time, members also had a 
market stall to sell photography 
related items, with a percentage 
going to the club funds, which, 

along with the refreshments, 
covered expenses. 

 The visitors were very com-
plimentary; some comments in 
the visitors’ book read ‘Great 
to see such talented creativity’, 
‘Best so far’, ‘Moving’, ‘Ter-
rific, as usual’ and  ‘Well worth 
a visit – everyone a winner’.

Our next club night will be 
from 7.15-9.15pm on Monday 

‘Best so far’ is verdict on 
Camera club’s show

Maureen Williams prepares her popular sales stall

Pictures by 
Claire 
Jennings

3rd November at the Cathodeon 
centre, and the next awayday is 
on Sunday 9th November when 
members will visit Wandlebury 
– meet at Coles Lane car park 
at 9.30am.

For information on the club, 
go to our website, www.linton-
cameraclub.org.uk or phone 
Roger Lapwood on 891004. 

Tracey Wilson 891988

All my 
own 
work: 
Tracey 
Wilson 
with some 
of her 
photos

THESE were some of the top-
ics covered by Darryl Nantais 
at the Granta Grapevine AGM 
at Chalklands on  15th October. 
Darryl was our guest speaker 
and told us about his work in the 
art world and his love of natural 
history, which we read about in 
his Linton News articles. 

Darryl said the subject mat-
ter for the articles just pres-
ents itself. He went on: “If I  
took the contents of one square 
metre of my garden, it would 
take a lifetime to explain it.” 

Consumption of home-made 

cakes and copious cups of tea 
were also a popular part of the 
proceedings.

Those present heard about 
the year’s activities including 
visiting a Talking Newspaper 
conference in Saffron Walden. 
Also a memory stick player – a 
possible replacement for the 
cassette tapes used by most 
Talking Newspapers – was  
demonstrated.

Granta Grapevine is a free 
service, providing an audio ver-
sion of the Linton News, not just 
for patly sighted people but also 

for those who find it difficult to 
read the printed version. If you 
know anyone who could benefit 
from the service, and would like 
a free copy each month, contact 
me on 893619.

Mike Crofts

Pheasants, moles and mothballs ...   
darryl tells it to the Grapevine

PLUMBLINE
Plumbing & Heating

RELIABLE COMPETITIVE
FRIENDLY SERVICE

Linton 
01223 893903

Don’t delay call today

GARAGE
DOORS

SERVICED-REPAIRED
REPLACED

Spares for all makes
Free Estimate, Brochures

and Advice
Steel – GRP – Timber

Sectional single or double skin
Roller Doors

A.B.C. Garage Door Systems
Telephone 01223 893798
or mobile 07774 499537

www.garagedoorsabc.co.uk
email@garagedoorsabc.co.uk

PAULINE'S
CHILDCARE IN 

LINTON
FOR UNDER FIVES

Ofsted registered
Monday – Friday
Ring for details
01223 891890

SPRINGFIELD HOUSE
14/16 Horn Lane, Linton

BREAKFAST

Tel 01223 891383

Regency house near Church,
River views from bedrooms &
guest lounge.

BED &

• MOT testing 
• All makes of vehicles serviced
   and repaired 
• Tyres at competitive prices
• courtesy car provided
• Polite and friendly staff  

LINTON VILLAGE MOTORS
(situated in Great Abington opposite Granta Park) 

www.lintonvillagemotors.co.uk

Tel: 01223 830550

Mon-Fri:  8.30am-5.30pm       Sat:  8.30am-12.30pm

F r i e n d l y
S e r v i c e

Curtains made-to measure
Full Re-upholstery Service

Free parking
www.designer-drapes.com

Linton Road, Hadstock, Cambs
01223 890556

Free Linings 
with all 

curtains ordered in 
november
Free Parking

Check out our new website at
www.designerdrapescurtains.co.uk
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ITEMS FOR THE EDITOR 
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Editor: Wendy Foster

 email: lneditor@linton.info
or phone 891626
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S/1615/08/F Mr & Mrs Clifford Norton, 36 Back Road, Linton. 
Extension.

S/1642/08/F Mr J O’Brien, Linton Heights Junior School, 
Wheatsheaf Way, Linton. Change of use of school land 
to garden land.

S/1675/08/F Mr & Mrs Jones, 11A Joiners Road, Linton. Exten-
sion.

The derbyshire 
Post

day the postman ended up in a hedge ...

The Way We Were
by Garth Collard

BED  and BREAKFAST
ANN & GEORGE PEAKE

Linton Heights
36 Wheatsheaf Way, Linton

Tel: (01223) 892516
Comfortable & friendly

HAVE you ever had a nightmare in which you telephoned 
your own home and found yourself answering the call? I’m 
sure that psychiatrists would have a field day analysing that 
anxiety, but in recent weeks I will admit to having had a 
few similar experiences. 

It’s not the pressure of this job finally getting to me, 
but the fact that I now find myself in the position of being 
both headteacher and prospective parent. Last week I sent 
myself a letter, a few days later I invited myself to my open 
evening and then spoke to myself about why I should send 
my child to Linton village college.

I’m sure that this somewhat surreal experience will enable 
me to explore the way in which we engage with our parents. 
I have become far more conscious of the way we communi-
cate and the messages we send out as a consequence of this 
joint perspective. It will be a unique learning experience for 
us. I’m already more critical of some processes; the online 
county application form for example. What a fiddle that 
was! First of all we had to get my password emailed to me 
because it had expired, then we had to track down a single 
piece of A4 that had come to us in the post in order to input 
our child’s identity number, then the page evaporated and 
we had to do it again.

We were asked to tick reasons for applying to Linton, but 
none of them exactly matched the reasons I wished to give 
and all in all, it took two graduates far more time than it 
surely should have done to complete – how then are people 
who are less confident with ICT or literacy supposed to 
manage I wonder?

When the next year 7 finally do come to us they will be the 
first year group to get full benefit of the building programme. 
That meccano construction that you can see behind the 
college is the new science block and gym. We should have 
it by the end of July, then the Vic Hallam building will be 
demolished and our archaeologists will return. I wonder 
what they will find under that little lot?

Caroline Derbyshire
Principal

IN December 1869 Richard 
Holttum senior, the grocer 
and draper of 33 High Street, 
became the new Linton sub-
postmaster in place of Susan-
nah Adcock of Mill Lane. The 
post office was housed within 
the grocery section of the prem-
ises and from 1869 The Linton 
PO became a postal telegraph 
station. The telegraph had 
reached Cambridge in 1853, 
and Linton’s telegraph office 
opened six days a week from 
8am to 8pm and from 8am to 
10am on Sundays. 

By the 1890s mail was 
delivered in the village daily 
at 7.15am and 2.40pm, and 
at 7.15am on Sundays. Letter 
boxes, the wall type at that time, 
were emptied at 12.30pm and 
7.00pm. Parcels were handled 
at this office from 1883. 

Richard Holttum retired as 
postmaster in May 1896 and the 
PO moved two doors down to 
number 37 High Street which 
had been purchased by Richard  
earlier that same year for £155. 
The actual post office was lo-
cated in the present day Beauty 
and Well Being shop.  

The new sub-postmistress, 
Miss Mary Nottage rented the 
premises from the Holttum’s 
for £10 a year from 1896 until 
December 1919. Mary was a 38 

year old Lintonian and was as-
sisted by her 18 year old niece, 
Florence Haley. 

A potentially fatal accident 
occurred in January 1906 when 
the horse pulling the mail cart 
from Cambridge took fright 
and ran up a grass bank in 
Hildersham. The driver was 
thrown into the hedge, the cart 
overturned and the mail bag and 
parcel hampers scattered. For-
tunately the driver only had a 
cut hand and after replacing the 
horse he delivered the mail only 
one hour behind schedule! 

In that same year Mary Not-
tage married Thomas Moore 
who came from Clapham. She 
ran the post office throughout 
the war and in March 1917 

Sunday collections and deliv-
eries were discontinued. Mrs 
Moore was forced to retire 
after she suffered a stroke in 
August 1919. She had been 
sub-postmistress in Linton for 
23 years and worked for the 
postal service for 45 years. 

Edgar Morley was appointed  
the new sub-postmaster from 
1st January 1920 and he ran the 
business from 115 High Street, 
now the Boyz 2 Men shop. 

Motor vehicles replaced 
horse drawn carts in country 
areas by the mid 1920s and 
the rural landscape was trans-
formed when telegraph poles 
were erected in the village. 

The manual telephone ex-
change at the Morley premises 

was opened on 10th  February 
1923 when there were 11 
subscribers; Edgar Morley’s 
number being Linton 1. Calls 
cost 2d (1p) for up to five miles, 
6d (2.5p) for calls to Cambridge 
and 1/8d (8p) to phone a Lon-
don number. Installation was 
30s (£1.50) and the quarterly 
rental 35s (£1.75). Linton in-
stalled its first automatic stamp 
machine in 1933 and the tele-
phone exchange became fully 
automatic in 1937. A figure 2 
was now placed in front of the 
former two-figure numbers. 
A free-standing post box and 
telephone box were sited by 
the Holttums premises in 1931, 
and a telephone box erected by 
the infant school in 1936. Edgar 
Morley finally retired as sub-
postmaster in 1961.

The post office then moved 
to 45 High Street, next door to 
Paintin’s today. Mr Morton was 
sub-postmaster from 1961-64  
and the Corkers ran the business 
from 1964-84. John Redding 
took over until 1991 when a 
temporary service operated 
from two mobile offices in the 
health centre car park.

In July 1992, the post of-
fice reopened in the former 
Cornerstone estate agency in 
the Balsham Road. Long may 
it remain there!    

Holttum’s 
stores and 
the Old 
Crown Inn 
around 
1860

Picture from the 
Cambridge 
collection

Post offices before 1914; no prizes for recognising the locations
All pictures from the Cambridge collection

G. DYE & SONS
GENERAL BUILDER
MAINTENANCE & 

GROUNDWORK

39 The Grove
Linton
Cambridge
CB21 4UQ
Tel: 01223 892089
Mobile: 07961 342887

Free Estimates

Reliable Local 
Builder

From  conversions to 
plastering, 

renovations to tiling and 
decorating-

No job too small

Tel: 01223 290925 
Mobile 07813 070369 

❉  Experienced & Qualified caring staff
❉  OFSTED Registered & Inspected

❉  Member of NCMA 

3 months - 8 yrs
Mon - Fri am/pm or all day sessions

Emergency or Overnight care
Short term drop in service 

(subject to availability)
Tel: 01223 894464

Builder
Home Improvements.
Decorators
Plasterers

Call Charlie 
Tel/Fax
01799 513413
mobile:
07721 372642

BED AND 
 BREAKFAST

BAKERY COTTAGE  
WEST WRATTING 

CAMBRIDGE 
CB21 5LU

also
Cottage and Converted 

Barn to rent for holidays, 
weekends and short breaks. 

sleeping 6 and 4 people
Tel Carol or david

01223 290492
07860 810689

APPEALS  for a principal co-
ordinator for Linton have been 
unsuccessful. To continue the 
Linton service, a procedure of 
allocating specific drivers to 
clients will come into force on  
1st November. New clients 
should contact Dr Bruce 
Conochie on 894460. The 
present co-ordinator should 
not be contacted after 30th 
October. More information 
will shortly be available.

Alex Todd, chairman

Helping Hands



Cambridge 892263
16 BACK ROAD, LINTON

DOE, ADI and MIAM

☎

White Chimneys 
Garden  design 
Garden designs, Planting plans, 
Consultation packages or just 

some helpful advice. 
A local business offering a 

flexible service.

Judith Rawlinson 
BSc dipGd(InstGd)

Tel: 01223 897825
Email:Judithr2011@aol.com

B Haylock
Wood Flooring 

&

Carpentry
Supply and installation

Free quotations

Home viewing 
of samples

Mob: 07734057520
Tel: 01223 890418

Les Westlake
Mobile: 07929 501101

Tel: 01223 892866
leswestlake@aol.com

Quality Painting 
and 

decorating Service

HOUSE
GARDEN

MAINTENANCE

& 

 

 

 
 

N.C.H.QUALIFIED 
 

All garden maintenance including: 

 
Weeding – Mowing 

Hedge cutting - Turfing 

Garden clearance 

Shed /fence treatment 

Hard/soft landscaping 

 

 
For a friendly 

professional service  

please call: 
 

 
 

Darryl Tilling 
 

01223 892133 
or 

07981 904895 

Hill Farm 
Holiday Cottages 

Ashdon
2 self catering cottages

Sleeps 2 and 4
Short & Longer lets
Holidays Relocation,  

Family Visiting
Friends,

Very reasonable rates
£180-£250 Weekly

T: 01799584881
Contact Mrs A Bel

Watch batteries and straps fitted while you wait.
Jewellery repairs including sizing and polishing.

All repair work carried out on the premises by a 
professional with 40 years experience.

We stock a selection of:
Silver Jewellery • Photo Frames • 
Collectables • Toiletries • 
Greeting Cards • Gift Wrap

61 HIGH STREET, LINTON, CAMBRIDGE, CB21 4HS
TEL: 01223 894255

a particularly unrewarding sector to serve in.
It is relevant also to explore the relationship between good 

causes supported by the parish council via a democratic process 
and charities that are entirely free of it. Many charities will find 
themselves applying for funds from bigger pots of money, various 
lottery funds, Sport England or big private charities. Generally 
speaking their case will be strengthened if they can prove they 
have local support and in many cases a parish contribution to a 
charity can become its seed corn.  This is based on the belief that 
to get parish council funding the charity must be doing useful 
work in the community or for the sector it is set up to help. It is 
not so surprising to find the charitable sector represented on a 
panel set up to distribute government funds.

I was happy to have more details of the new reforms to lo-
cal government and to be able to explain how the new ‘power 
of well-being’ was going to be implemented but we are still 
awaiting the protocol. It will almost certainly mean more work 
for the council and poses a dilemma for those of us beginning 
to doubt the value of local democracy. We have been promised 
reforms to strengthen the process locally for so long now but 
daily more decisions become centralised - Hanley Grange being 
a case in point.

I suppose any new system will be laboured but the gestation of 
reforms in local government seem to be increasingly protracted. 
Would that it were a case of out with the old and in with the new 
but this is proving to be far from the case. There may have been 
much wrong with the old system but at least it creaked along with 
a little bit of give and take, here and there.

The new one, when it finally arrives, augers to be so water-
tight, so rigorous, so designed to protect the system from the ever 
growing litigious society that one wonders if it will be possible 
to achieve anything at all.  Certainly there will be no room to 
manoeuvre. If the system for distributing community funds is a 
foretaste of procedures to come, then they will leave a lot to be 
desired.

So as things stand I, as a parish councillor, have no greater 
say on the spending of your money via my involvement in local 
government than I do through my involvement with a local charity, 
in my case Linton Action for Youth (LA4Y). Many readers should 
be feeling pretty smug by now, keeping up the good work with 
Save the Children, MAGPAS, Macmillan Nurses, etc., without 
any of the hassle of being on the parish council, but receive equal 
say on how our money is spent.

Just as frustrating is the inability to support a cause! Mem-
bers of the parish council cannot be seen to take a position on 
a controversial proposal - the wind farm for instance. We must 
remain ‘open-minded’ until the application is submitted and 
arguments for and against have been heard. Could one not do 
more good for the village by supporting an action group and 
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Parish Council Matters

IF you are wondering if there is any order in the current system 
for articles in Parish Matters the answer is ‘NO’. All councillors’ 
names go in a hat and the months are allocated as names emerge. 
With a full compliment of councillors one receives the chance 
to voice ones own views once every 15 months so some times 
you will find a topic being aired in June that is more appropriate 
to January. The system may not be perfect but at least it reduces 
the burden on the already over-worked chairman to write every 
month as used to be the case.

Did you realise that these yellow pages, tucked onto the back 
of Linton News, come to you, not as a whim of the parish council 
but, as a result of reforms in local government which demand 
better communication within communities? There are many more 
reforms in the pipeline, with the details only slowly emerging, but 
the most important of these will undoubtedly be the continued 
ability of the parish council to raise and spend money for good 
causes in the village. However one thing is certain, and that is 
the necessity for the parish council to prove it has the support of 
the whole community for its proposed spending.

This seems reasonable enough; residents have no choice over 
their council tax demands so the government wants evidence that 
you have been involved in how it is spent. Inevitably there will 
have to be more consultation but already many of us are wondering 
if this really serves a purpose other than ticking boxes! 

If this is what strengthening grass-roots democracy means, 
it is a shame the principle did not apply to the spending of the 
£8million passed by the government to Cambridgeshire county 
council. Cambridgeshire Together in turn passed a share of this 
to South Cambridgeshire district council where the £1.5million 
was devolved to the Local Strategic Partnership. The fact that 
this group consists of a majority of unelected members seems 
to have escaped notice. This was intended to be ‘new money’ to 
be spent as the community dictated, but with so many unelected 
members with vested interests on the committee much of this has 
been used to plug the gaps where government funding has been 
cut. No surprise there then!

One of my roles in the parish council is to represent it at some-
thing called The Peterborough and Cambridgeshire Association 
of Local Councils (PCALC). I am the first to admit that this is not 
a well-appointed organisation but it is the only way your views 
can be represented on a county level. PCALC does have a seat on 
Cambridgeshire Together and the Local Strategic Partnership but 
so too does the charitable sector, which while it does a mountain 
of good work, has no democratic basis.

Most members of the parish council do an enormous amount 
of voluntary work within  the village beyond their role as a 
councillor and I am sure I am not the only one to find this very 
satisfying. However the lack of support, and interest in the  
parish council, from above and below, does often result in it being 

fighting for a cause?
In all honesty the only answer I can come up with is that 

someone has to look out for the best interests of the village, 
but is this a good enough reason to persuade new volunteers to 
stand? It is beginning to look as if joining a pressure group or 
working for a charity would be a more rewarding way of serving 
the community.

So back to the ‘Billy two hats’ scenario and an update on Linton 
action for Youth, a charity for which I am a trustee and where I 
am free from all the restraints of democracy! Those of you who 
are new to the village and those without school age children may 
not even have heard about it but anyone who was living in the 
village ten years ago cannot fail to remember the launch and the 
problems to be addressed. 

Youth clubs were a familiar concept but working with young 
people excluded from school and others for whom school was 
an anathema was something new. The Drop-in was established 
to provide a safe, welcoming, supervised environment as an al-
ternative for young people to help them resist being drawn into 
the drug culture that was prevalent in the village.

It was established for 11-16 year olds but had not been open 
for long before much younger children, lacking parental supervi-
sion, were coming to the Drop-in and as soon as funding could be 
arranged a family support worker was recruited by LA4Y.

The charity benefitted from parish council seed corn and two 
very successful lottery bids were augmented by residents via Peter 
Dixon’s local numbers club. There is always a time limit on lottery 
funding (now expired for LA4Y) and regrettably no one in the 
village was willing to continue the K-Club so the club’s activities 
have been severely reduced. The parish council continues to fund 
a few sessions each week and the County Council makes a small 
contribution for activities that meet their particular agenda. 

Very regrettably our bid for a family support worker to the 
Community Fund, which I mentioned earlier, was unsuccessful 
and the money will be spent on roads and cycle-ways instead. Can 
our roads be made safe for cycling? I leave it to you to decide, 
I’m sure I should reserve judgement until we see the plans.

In the meantime, with such restricted opening of the Drop-in, 
young people in the village will continue to hang around the streets 
and intimidate (often unwittingly) older vulnerable members of 
the community. The parish council has secured funding to improve 
the shelter on the recreation ground and hopes that by making it 
drier, lighter and more comfortable it will provide an alternative 
to the bus stops as a venue for young people.

Any new initiatives in the village will require evidence of 
greater involvement by the village at large if we are to comply 
with the directives emerging from local government reform, so 
please try and help shape the village you want to live in.

Cllr J Rossiter

Linton lies in the folds of the River Granta, for centuries a peaceful  
setting for a thriving community. Your parish council is working to  

protect the village from many modern pressures without prejudice to progress.
AnY group wishing to 
apply for funding for the 
next financial year should 
submit their request to 
the Parish Office as soon 
as possible.  

details of proposed 
expenditure along with 
a copy of the annual  
accounts should be en-
closed with all applica-
tions.

Views from the 
top of Rivey Hill 
looking towards 

Linton 

Pictures by 
Judy Rossiter

Requests for 
funding

Local Ironing Service

Fast, friendly 
ironing service 
tailored to suit 

your needs.

Working overtime? Not enough 
hours in the day? Can’t face that 

stack of ironing?

Economical hourly rate.
Free collection/delivery available.

 Call Carolyn on 
 01223 891762
 07961 919374

Monday 8:30am - 6pm
Tuesday 8:30am - 6pm
Wednesday 9:00am - 8pm
Thursday 8:30am - 8pm
Friday  8:30am - 6pm
Saturday 8:00am - 3pm

Wednesday - Thursday

Special rates for senior citizens Monday to Friday

Fully air conditioned

Nina, Carl, Claire and  Rachel welcome you to



Benten & Co.
Chartered Certified Accountants

We are a friendly, well established firm, large enough to 
deal with most accountancy and taxation matters.

Please telephone for an initial consultation
(without obligation)

Abbey House, 51 High Street, Saffron Walden
Telephone 01799 523053

www.benten.co.uk

NEIL
CLAXTON

Professional Decorator
20 years experience

Interior & Exterior
Free Estimates
Tel: 893487

Mobile: 07724 073045
Email:

n.claxton925@btinternet.com

GLENWOOD
BOLTS & SCREWS LTD

 www.glenwoodbolts.co.uk

SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY 
FASTENERS, FIXINGS & 

SILVERLINE TOOLS
Unit 2 Lintech Court

The Grip Industrial Estate, Linton 
Cambridge, CB21 4XN

Tel: 01223 892095 / 893931
Fax: 01223 894122

YOLE FARM 
BUTCHERS 

*
35-37 High Street, 
Balsham, Cambs.

Tel: 01223 893832
Family and 

Catering Butcher
All produce where ever 
possible is sourced from 
our own or local farms

CHIMNEY
SWEEP

J. L. WIGHT
Guild of Master
Sweeps.

Fully Insured

Qualified advice / 
problems solved.

Certificates issued.

01954 782284
20 Rampton Drift, Longstanton
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 Councilminutescouncilminutescouncilminutescouncilminutes
ABBREVIATED minutes of the meeting of the parish council 
held at the Cathodeon Centre on Thursday 4th September. 

Present: Ms E Cornell (vice chair), Mrs E Bald, M Gee,  B 
Hammett, R Hickford, T Krarup, J Linsdell,  G Potter, Dr J Ros-
siter, Dr V Urwin and Mrs S Parry (clerk to the council) 

Mrs K France (press) was in attendance together with two 
members of the public. 

In the absence of Cllr Gore, Cllr Cornell took the chair.
Public forum: Mr Bald spoke of his concerns regarding noise 

levels caused by the A1307, aircraft, Camgrain and rowdy be-
haviour. He stated that Camgrain is in technical breach of its 
planning permission due to the levels of noise emitting from the 
site following a visit from the environmental health department. A 
noise barrier should be erected along its boundary and the A1307. 
He suggested that a working party consisting of residents and 
councillors be set up to tackle these concerns. This matter will 
placed on a planning and full council agenda. 

Mr Nantais echoed Mr Bald’s thoughts on noise. He was also 
concerned about the speed of traffic in Horseheath Road. This 
issue will be investigated by the traffic working party.  

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Gore and 
Daly. Cllr Cox was also absent.

Declaration of interests from members: A1307 Cllr Cornell 
expressed a personal interest as chairman of Access 1307.

Matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held on 7th 
August. It was reported that the motorbike reportedly seen on the 
recreation ground had not been recorded on the cctv. However 
since then three motorbikes and riders on the recreation ground 
have been apprehended by the police. 

It was reported that SCDC have pledged a provisional sum of 
£2000 to be set aside for the provision of a youth shelter pending 
a decision by the council. The accounts from LA4Y had been 
received but concerns were raised regarding the lack of detail. 
It was agreed to request a more detailed breakdown regarding 
their activities. It was also agreed to invite Mr Hunt to a future 
meeting.   

Regarding the Co-op, no feedback had been received.  
Reports from co-ordinators: Open spaces - It was reported 

that the phone box in Rivey Way is due to be removed by BT 
through lack of use. This information had been received too late 
to be included on the agenda. 

Concerns had been raised regarding litter on Camping Close. 
It was agreed that photographic evidence of mess should be 
collected where possible. Meanwhile this item will be passed to 
the youth working party for discussion and the situation will be 
monitored.   

Recreation ground: Cllr Linsdell was appointed to car park 
working group. It was reported that the nettles have been cut but 
the area from the clapper stile to the river has not. Any councillor 
who had specific views on this area was asked to liaise with the 
clerk. The redundant sign has been removed and the picnic bench 
has been beautifully repaired by Mr Westlake. Upon investigation 
no drainage pipe was found at the Meadow Lane entrance. The 
clerk will investigate the next course of action.  

It was agreed to remind Herald that the hedge in Stantons Lane 
should be cut back hard as soon as possible.     

Cemetery: The draft cemetery regulations will be discussed 
at the next meeting as Paintin’s have been unable to respond yet. 
The clerk will contact Paintin’s regarding the topple testing of 
memorials. 

 Rights of way: It was reported that work on clearing a bridleway 
will be undertaken shortly by the probation service.

Leadwell Meadows: The meadows have been cut but not very 
well. The inclement weather has not helped the situation. 

Communications: Draft minutes were no longer posted on 
the website. Concerns were raised and it was felt that as no 
democratic decision had been taken to remove the draft minutes 
they should at present remain. Further discussion on this matter 
was required. 

A1307: A report on the recent South cambs speeding and traffic 
summit had been distributed. Cllr Gee, as a member of Access 
1307, outlined the newly launched campaign to reduce speed. The 

proposal was seen as reducing the speed limit through Abington 
and Linton to 30mph and the remainder to 50mph rather than the 
varying speed limits currently in place. 

Cllr Gee proposed that Linton parish council supports the ‘50 
NOW ‘campaign to be taken to the next county council meet-
ing. The proposal was seconded by Cllr Rossiter. There were 
eight votes in favour, one against and one abstention. Proposal 
carried

Allotments: Discussion is ongoing with SCDC as to the next 
course of action. It was suggested that ‘allotments’ be considered 
when applying for a community life award. 

Correspondence received and for discussion: SCDC re 
purchase of garage at Tower View. It was decided to make no 
comment as a precedent had already been set by SCDC regarding 
the sale of garages. 

Reports from councillors (for information): Following the 
earlier concerns raised regarding traffic driving the wrong way 
along Back Road. Cllr Potter reported that an Openreach pole had 
been placed outside the cemetery which obscures the one way 
sign. It was suggested that a ‘turn left only’ sign be placed at the 
Rivey Lane cemetery exit. 

Cllr Rossiter asked that Mrs Kenyon’s name be put forward 
again for the Buckingham Palace garden party. 

Cllr Bald voiced her concerns regarding the general manage-
ment of the Flaxfields site.

The meeting closed at 9.40pm.

LInTOn PARISH COUnCIL 
Linton Village Hall, Coles Lane, Linton, 

Cambridge CB21 4JS Tel: 891001 
 

Clerk to the council – Mrs Sue Parry 
 Email: lintonpc@btconnect.com

Office hours : Monday 9am–, and 
4–5.30pm, Tuesday–Friday 9am– 12noon 

Or by appointment 
Dates for full council meetings:

November 6th and 20th, December 4th 2008 
All meetings held at the Cathodeon centre 

following the public forum commencing at 8pm

ABBREVIATED minutes of the meeting of the parish council 
held at the Cathodeon Centre on Thursday 18th September.

Present: A Gore (chair), Ms E Cornell (vice chair), Mrs E Bald, 
Dr B Cox, S Daly, B Hammett, R Hickford, G Potter, Dr J Ros-
siter, Dr V Urwin and Mrs S Parry (clerk to the council). 

County and District Councillor J Batchelor, District Councillor 
Mrs T Bear and Mrs K France (press) were in attendance. 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Gee, 
Krarup and Linsdell.

Approval of the minutes of the meeting held on 4th September. 
Cllr Rossiter proposed that the minutes be adopted as a true record 
of the meeting. The proposal was seconded by Cllr Hickford and 
agreed by the meeting. 

Matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held on 4th 
September. Referring to the public forum, it was reported that 
Camgrain had erected straw bales at the entrance to their site 
as a noise reduction measure. It was agreed to write to SCDC’s 
environmental health department requesting them to monitor cur-
rent noise levels and to advise the parish council of the results.  

It was agreed to send a reminder to Mr Hunt for further infor-
mation on the accounts of Linton Action for Youth. 

Consideration of the minutes of the planning committee meet-
ing held on 4th September. These were noted.

Report from the county councillor: Cllr Batchelor reported 
that the county council proposed to remove the service 46 bus 
service due to low passenger numbers, but said that whilst the 
overall subsidy was the highest in Cambridgeshire, the through 

service from Linton on Tuesdays and Saturdays was well used. 
It was agreed to write to the county council requesting that the 
through service be continued on these two days. 

The drainage works in Stanton’s Lane had been completed and 
the Balingdon Lane footpaths resurfaced. Tower View footpaths 
were due to be resurfaced soon. 

The patching of Back Road from Linton to Hildersham had 
been delayed until after the harvest. The resurfacing of Emsons 
Close should take place by mid-November. 

“Casualty route” signs were being erected on the A1307. There 
was currently a delay until March 2009 to the works at the Alling-
ton Terrace turn at Park Hill, Horseheath because of the presence 
of fibre optic cables which require repositioning by Openreach, 
who were being pressed to expedite their schedule. 

Funding for the right turn lane at Hildersham was at risk from 
the county council’s proposal to apply all the Granta Park S106 
monies towards a cycle route from Granta Park to Sawston: he 
would press for some of the monies to be used on improving the 
Hildersham turn. 

It was agreed to send the list of footpaths within Linton which 
required resurfacing to Cllr Batchelor. 

Report from the district councillors: Cllr Bear reported that 
at the recent crime reduction workshop she had learned that a 
visual audit of crime hot spots could be requested. 

Cemetery regulations: The draft proposals were considered 
and changes made. These would be reissued for discussion at 
the next meeting. It was agreed that the chair contact HJ Paintin 
seeking their comments.      

Cllr Cornell left the meeting.
The dates for parish council meetings in January 2009 were 

agreed as 8th and 22nd. 
To discuss quotations for Stanton’s Lane bridge safety rails. 

Cllr Bald had obtained several quotations. It was agreed to request 
scaled drawings so that they could be considered further.  

Written reports from council representatives: Cllr Hickford 
had circulated a written report of meetings of youth working party 
members with pupils and Ms Addley at the village college. 

It was agreed to investigate: The cost of adapting the existing 
youth shelter to provide back panels and seats, the cost of repair-
ing the light on skateboard ramp and of putting up a double light, 
the feasibility and cost of providing three picnic type benches on 
Camping Close (with extra rubbish bins) and the possibility of 
erecting football goals on Camping Close.   

Longer term wishes identified for investigation at the meetings 
were the extension of the existing youth shelter, the possibility 
of a ball wall near hard surface on recreation ground. 

To undertake drainage works on the recreation ground by 
the Meadow Lane gate: It was agreed to accept the quotation of 
£796.25 from Mr Westlake for a concrete channel.  

Report on meeting with representatives of Cambridgeshire 
county council and the Co-operative regarding regulation of stor-
age in Green Lane. Cllr Gore had circulated a written report. Cllr 
Bald proposed that the parish council support the action which 
the county council intended to take. The proposal was seconded 
by Cllr Rossiter and agreed by the meeting. Proposal carried

Correspondence received and for discussion: Cam-
bridgeshire county council, minor highways improvements 
scheme – bids for 2009/10 required by 17th October. It was agreed 
to refer the matter to the traffic working party. 

Rob Mungovan, ecology officer at SCDC wrote giving his ob-
servations and advice regarding the environment of the cemetery 
and pocket park. The letter was noted.

Moore Stephens: completion of the audit of annual return for 
year ended 31st March 2008. The report was noted.

Reports from councillors (for information only): Cllr Ham-
mett said that funding for the general maintenance of the skate 
ramp should be considered at the next precept meeting. 

The meeting closed at 9.30pm.

Note: Copies of the full minutes, reports and documents 
referred to above can be inspected at the 

parish council office.


