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THE Lord Chamberlain 
was commanded by 
Her Majesty the Queen 

to invite Mrs Anna Newton to 
a garden party at Buckingham 
Palace on 8th July.  Despite the 
wet weather in Linton, Anna 
enjoyed a wonderful afternoon 
with chauffeur/companion 
Margot Chadwick.

After being directed to a 
special parking place they 
were ushered through the 
palace to the gardens where 
they were served ‘delightful  
refreshments’. The guests were 
gathered into a U-shape and the 
Queen shook hands and spoke 
to different people watched by 
those standing five deep in a 
semicircle on the lawn.  Being 
small, Anna was helped to the 
front row.

After the reception, Anna 
and Margot toured the gar-
dens – “beautiful herba-
ceous borders, lovely trees 
and lawns,” says Anna.    
“The flowers were fantastic. 
You could have had your tea in 
the elegant lavatories!”

ON Saturday 2nd Au-
gust, the village hall 
was filled with 515 
wonderful exhibits 

entered by this year’s 113 en-
trants to the annual gardening 
club show. 

The breadth of talent in the 
village was evident as people 
delivered their entries to the 
hall; from plants, fruit and 
vegetables to flower arranging, 
from baking, art, craft and pho-
tography to a caterpillar made 
of oranges! 

A summer of difficult grow-
ing conditions had proved 
tricky for some, but amazingly 
the quality of the exhibits re-
mained exceedingly high in 
spite of the weather, with only 
slightly fewer entries than last 
year’s bumper crop. Many 
visitors joined the exhibitors 
in viewing the entries before 
enjoying home-made cakes 
and refreshments before the 
prize giving.

It was especially good to 

AFTER five years of being 
at the helm, the Editor of the 
Linton News has decided to 
stand down. 

We are now in need of 
someone who is computer 
literate, likes to keep abreast 
of what is going on in the vil-
lage and has some spare time 
that they can devote to this 
voluntary position.

It is a very rewarding oc-
cupation and you will have 
the support of a very good 
team of colleagues.

If you would like to know 
more and think you can 
make time to take up this 
very worthwhile position, 
please contact the Editor by 
telephone or e-mail at the 
address on page 8.

We also need an occasion-
al reporter for the paper. If 
you live in Linton and woud 
like to try a little journalism 
reporting local events, please 
contact the Editor. 

LNT

It seems that Anna was 
probably recommended for 
the special honour in apprecia-
tion of more than 60 years of 
volunteering.

As a student, Anna worked 
for International Student Re-
lief, raising funds to help send 
radios to students in war-torn 
countries. She worked in war-
time nurseries with severely 
underprivileged children in the 
slums of Glasgow caring for 
little children covered with lice. 
“It opened my eyes in all sorts 
of ways,” said Anna.  

In London, she helped at 
Eden Hall, a Marie Curie 
centre. “The courage of those 
people was amazing.” When 
teaching in London and Nige-
ria, she supervised students’ 
voluntary work, and simi-
larly later with Youth Action in 
Cambridge. Anna also worked 
with the Cambridgeshire As-
sociation for the Prevention of 
Drug Addiction.

As a friend of the Medical 
Foundation for the care of vic-
tims of torture and as a member 

of Anti-Slavery International, 
Anna met people from all 
walks of life, including medical 
professionals from whom she 
says she learned a lot.

Anna is now involved in 
Save the Children and Amnes-
ty International, particularly 
the campaign, Stop Violence 
Against Women.

She also volunteers for 
Oxfam and for Casa Alianza 
which helps support street 
children in Central America.  
She spends time fund-raising, 
giving talks and writing “let-
ters galore” to the appropriate 
authorities. 

But the main thing, Anna 
says, is that she has loved it 
all.  “I wouldn’t have done it 
if I hadn’t enjoyed it.  I met so 
many wonderful and interest-
ing people.”

F o o t n o t e :  R u m o u r 
has it that the black and 
white hat Anna  borrowed 
is available for hire  at a  
somewhat inflated rate since 
the visit to to the palace.

LNT

Anna’s garden party at the palace

Royal reward: Anna Newton’s lifetime of helping others 
was acknowledged by the Queen at Buckingham Palace 

Picture by Julian Edwards

Editor 
needed

What a wonderful show!
for many years. Needless to 
say, the show cannot happen 
without the tireless efforts of 
many helpers, who succeed 
in making organisation of this 
event look so simple. 

A huge thank you to all who 
gave their time and energy 
both before and on the day to 
help with organisation, setting 
up the hall, writing exhibit 
cards, doing the refreshments, 
baking cakes, stewarding 
classes, and clearing up the 
hall afterwards.

The next event in the 
club’s calendar is the AGM 
followed by members’ slide 
presentations at 7.30pm on 
14th October in the village hall 
– we look forward to seeing 
you there. 

Don’t forget, next year the 
show will be on Saturday 18th 
July, so please start tilling the 
soil and planning your crops, 
taking your photographs, 
tending your pot plants and 
doing more fabulous art and 
craft. It will soon be here and 
it is such fun to compete! 

Kirsten Newble 892425

Show secretary Susan Anderson and president Alex Todd survey the vegetable entries.

Michael Crofts receives his cup from Pam Kenyon

Picture by Wendy Foster

welcome new competitors to 
the show. Rachel Cornell and 
her daughter Elizabeth both 
entered for the first time this 
year and won the Endeavour 
cup for vegetables and fruit, 
and the society’s junior cup for 
seven-year-olds and younger 
respectively. A fabulous start 
for the Cornells that will no 
doubt inspire others to enter 
next year.

Jenny Purves’  beautiful flow-
er arrangement in a ladle won 
the cup for best flower exhibit. 
Susan Anderson’s hydrangeas 
and Lou Symes-Thompson’s 
immaculate onions won the 
flower and vegetable challenge 
shields respectively. 

Another winner was Dr 
Charles Attwood, our chair-
man, who won the Jubilee Chal-
lenge cup for the best grown 
exhibit in the horticultural 
classes with his spectacular 
agapanthus. 

Karen Johnson and Wendy 
Foster were the queens of 

baking and craft, winning the 
challenge cups for these classes 
and Michael Crofts won the 
photography cup once more. 
The presentations were made 
by Pam Kenyon, who has 
judged the domestic classes 

VEGETABLES are something of a speciality with Mr Roy 
Chapman of Back Road, Linton. He grows them on his  
allotment in The Claims and, in the past, has produced a car-
rot shaped like a hand and a very long parsnip, but it is his  
beetroot this year that has surpassed them all. 

It is 42 inches from the tip of the root to the top of the leaf 
and is seen in our picture held by his daughter Sandra. She 
has been gardening with her father since she was a child and 
Roy has passed on many tips over the years.

So watch this space for more enormous vegetables …
LNT

Footnote: I wonder which prize it would have won in the 
show if it had been entered!

Picture by Julian Edwards

The big beetroot

Mr Chapman’s daughter, Sandra, with the giant  beetroot

Symonds House 
carboot and  
table-top sale  
6th September  

1-4pm

Picture by Claire Jennings
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Thoughts from 
the GRanta ranta

PLODDING ALONG ... 

A.J. COPELAND & CO.
Chartered Accountants, Linton

Audit, Accountancy, Tax and Consultancy Services
for Business and Individuals

Computerised Self Assessment Tax Return Service

For FREE initial consultation phone 

01799 506602 

BLJ
CONTRACTS

ALL TILING WORK UNDERTAKEN

TERRACOTTA,
CERAMIC, MARBLE,

QUARRY TILES
NO JOB TOO SMALL
ESTIMATES FREE

Tel: 01223 891372

AJB 
Fencing
All types of domes-
tic fencing - decking 
paving - landscaping

Garden services 
01223 894795
07813 070542

www.ajbfencing.co.uk
Portfolio Available

Friendly professional advice for businesses and

individuals

25 High Street, Haverhill,

Suffolk CB9 8AD

Tel: 01440 762511

________________________________________________________

11 Hill Street, Saffron Walden,

Essex CB10 1EH

Tel: 01799 526849

www.stevens-law.co.uk

L.B. CABS
LINTON

PHONE LINTON 

01223 892986

For all your long and 
short taxi trips

Airports
Courier Service 

THIS column was recently used by someone full of vitriol for 
the few careless dog owners who do not clean up after their dog. 
What didn’t get mentioned were the dozens of cat owners in 
Linton with no such worries. The ‘doings’ of their beloved pets 
adorn many otherwise pretty gardens, making their upkeep an 
unpleasantly hazardous task. Toxoplasmosis, anyone?

Why keep a cat anyway? Compared to man’s best friend, they 
are not exactly friendly creatures. No cat has ever exuded genuine 
affection for its keeper. Returning home from work you may be 
met with a dismissive flick of the tail if it can be bothered. A 
dog, on the other hand, shows an enthusiastic wag and a bouncy 
demeanour – it is genuinely pleased to see you.

Whoever heard of a cat settling down to watch Heartbeat af-
ter supper? They just slink off to a quiet corner and pretend the 
rest of the household doesn’t exist. The evening walk, eagerly 
anticipated by the dog, is incomprehensible to a cat. “Why on 
earth would I want to share in the pleasures of a stroll through 
the countryside with you when I can creep around in the borders 
next door? Besides, they’ve just dug the vegetable patch – a 
perfect place to ...!”

The noises these sinister creatures emit can be pretty disturb-
ing. A good night’s sleep has, occasionally, been interrupted by 
two or three of the neighbourhood moggies making a thoroughly 
unpleasant racket outside. They will simply sit a few yards from 
each other and wail for what seems like hours, ultimately ending 
in much hissing and spitting when one decides to make a move. 
To demonstrate how irritating this activity can be, one careful 
application of a bucket of water should suffice, but they never 
seem to get the message. A sharp ‘no’ to a dog will ensure that 
particular misdemeanour isn’t repeated. Cats, however, need 
constant reminders.

They will never see your home as anything other than a safe 
place to tear up whatever creature they have just snared in the 
garden. There’s nothing quite like a juicy little goldcrest to enjoy 
on your living room carpet. Mice are a little more entertaining as 
they can hide in more places and generally provoke more excite-
ment from the humans in the house.

When your dog finishes a meal it will let you know how much 
it was appreciated, by eating the lot and giving a happy wag of 
the tail. Your cat may or may not finish it, but will almost cer-
tainly leave the house immediately in search of something more 
interesting, such as spraying next door’s geraniums. 

Some people will claim that cats are very clean creatures. If that 
truly were the case, where do all those fleas come from? And why 
would anyone want to stroke one when it uses the same washing 
implement on both ends? And as for the worms ...

LAST Friday evening, I parked my car in a public parking area. 
As I drove away with my friend, I noticed a sticker on the rear 
window of the car. When I took it off after I got home, it was a 
receipt for petrol. 

Luckily my friend had told me not to stop as there could be 
someone waiting for me to get out of it. Then we received this 
email – Warning from police: beware of paper on the back 
window of your vehicle – it is new way to do carjackings.

This is what happens: You walk across the car park, unlock 
your car and get inside. When you start the engine and look in 
the rear view mirror to reverse out, you notice a piece of paper 
stuck to the middle of the rear window. You put on the hand 
brake, unlock your door and jump out of the car to remove the 
paper that is obstructing your view. When you reach the back 
of your car, the carjackers appear out of nowhere, jumps into 
your car and takes off. They practically mow you down as they 
speed off in your car. 

And guess what, ladies? I bet your handbag is still in the car. 
So now the carjacker has your car, your home address, your 
money, and your keys. Your home and your whole identity are 
now compromised. Beware of this new threat.

If you see a piece of paper stuck to your back window, just 
drive away. Remove the paper later and be thankful that you 
read thisreport.

THERE will be a demonstra-
tion of flower arranging by 
Lesley Soutar (a florist) at 
the Cathodeon centre from 
10am-12noon on Saturday 
20th September. 

Admission will be £1 at 
the door. The flowers will be 
auctioned afterwards to raise 
further funds for LIFE.

Refreshments will be 
available and home-made 
cakes will be on sale.

Linton Initiative for the 
Elderly (LIFE) is a group 
of volunteers with the aim 
of befriending less mobile 

THERE’S a whole raft of activities going on at the Linton Com-
munity sports centre in September. Take your pick from the 
following:

Fitness Classes:
Monday 6-7pm: Dance Yourself Fit. A new class for the 

autumn aimed at those wanting to get fit, but with a real dance 
twist. Learning routines in different forms of dance, you’ll de-
stress your day, and be fit before you know it.

Tuesday 7-8pm: Body Torque. This class continues with a mix 
of boxercise and circuit training – a real fitness boost.

Wednesday 7-8pm: Lo-Aerobics. Energising workout for 
beginners and those looking to improve their aerobic fitness 
levels. Low impact but high fat burning. Muscle conditioning 
completes the workout.

Thursday (time tbc) Trampolining – sessions for juniors and 
adults (separately).

Thursday 7-8pm: Spinning. Cycle-based hi-energy workout, 
where you work to your level. Give it a go.

All sessions – first session free, then pay for the next nine 
weeks.

Tennis coaching:
Junior midweek with Robert Jeffs (07906 814108): 
Monday sessions for various age groups from 3.45-7pm from 

8th September until 1st December excluding 27th October.
Wednesday from 4-7pm from 10th September until 3rd Decem-

ber, excluding 29th October.
Junior Saturdays with Colin Greenfield 07774 810214
Adult tennis coaching with Gerry Burnell 07791 150141
Fitness suite inductions – two people at the same time 

(friend/ relative) for the price of one in September.
After school activities for Year 7-11s. Lots of new courses 

and ‘safe place to be’ (stay at sports centre after activity, before 
being collected up to 6pm).

For full information call Linton community sports centre on 
890248, or see the website  www.linton-sport-fitness.co.uk

Mark Wilson

elderly people and enabling 
them to access other services 
and facilities if needed. 

All our volunteers have 
undergone CRB checks and 
we are recognised by the 
Cambs Care Network.

If you have an elderly less 
mobile friend, neighbour or 
relative who might benefit 
from this scheme or require 
any further information, 
please contact Miriam or 
Geoff Reynolds on 892645.

Geoff Reynolds, 
Chairman LIFE

Flowers and cakes for LIFE

Watch out for carjackers! 

There’s a lot going on at the 
sports centre this month

LINTON WI is very proud of its two members who have 
received recognition for their services. Eileen Impey has 
been awarded a medal and certificate to commemorate her 

war work with the Land Army while Anna Newton was invited 
to the Queen’s garden party in appreciation of years of her char-
ity work. 

Anna gave us an account of her trip to see the Queen; wonderful 
reception, lovely food and the marvellous gardens, but by then 
her feet were killing her, so it was off with her shoes and round 
the garden she went again.

The July minutes were read. The Elton Hall visit was superb, 
and thoroughly enjoyed by all. Bel has also managed to arrange a 
visit to Prince Charles’ home, Highgrove, on 23rd September. Only 
25 can go, so names need to be in as soon as possible. 

Coffee mornings will be at Wendy Foster’s in September and 
Ann Simpkin’s in October and a computer instruction taster course 
will be held at 2pm on 15th October in the village hall.

There will be a quiz night on 7th November. Four teams of 
four are needed; names to Brenda Smith. The harvest supper 
will be on 7th October with ‘bring and share’ food and exciting 
entertainment.

Andrew Westwood-Bate showed us a collection of films about 
the war years and how England and her people coped with short-
ages and hardships. We saw the WI ladies cooking, preserving and 
then selling their produce, all the while wearing their hats. How 
different things are today, but only thanks to the efforts made by 
these marvellous people – we have much to be grateful for.

The next meeting will be on 2nd September with a talk on the 
East Anglian Air Ambulance. Do come and join us. You will find 
a warm welcome.

Tricia Lewis 893609

WI salutes its heroines

BY mid-August, both Linton 
village cricket club teams had 
three fixtures remaining in their 
league programmes, and for the 
first time in a number of years 
it’s a real pleasure to report that 
both were still in promotion 
contention.

The First XI, in fourth 
place, play leaders Madingley, 
relegation-threatened Milton 
and Cambridge Granta. Madin-
gley probably can’t be caught, 
but beating them is the key to 
overhauling Great Chishill and 
Chatteris for the second promo-
tion place.

The Second XI are third, 
but have the slimmer chances. 
They must beat fourth-placed 

WE are all looking forward to 
the return of Mary Dicken, a 
local and global historian from 
Sawston who will once again be 
our tutor in the autumn.
 This time, we are going back 
in time to look at the British 
empire and find out how, dur-
ing this period, a quarter of the 
world map turned red and ask 
the question: Who did finally 
benefit?

We start our 10-week term at 
Linton village hall at 10am on 
Tuesday 30th September. Each 
session lasts until 11.45am, 
with a break for a cup of tea and 
a chance to catch up on the local 
news halfway through.

Learn how the map turned red
There are two schemes 

available to enable people 
on low income to attend our 
courses free. These matters are 
always dealt with in the strictest 
confidence. 

There is no age limit to this 
and pensioner households are 
just as welcome to apply. 

Full details can be found on 
the Linton WEA website or can 
be discussed by contacting the 
branch treasurer: www.linton-
wea.org.uk

For all enquiries about the 
course, please contact the 
branch treasurer on 892430 or 
info@lintonwea.org.uk.

Andrew Westwood-BateCricket teams chase promotion
Cokenach while Barrington 
and Barley meet in a top two 
clash. If Linton can then thrash 
current leaders Barrington, it 
will set up a final weekend in 
which any two from four could 
go up.

Perhaps though, the best 
news from 2008 is that the 
youth section of the club is so 
strong that we are currently in 
negotiations over the use of 
a second pitch, which would 
enable us to field a Third XI 
in 2009.

Thanks to all those who 
have supported us this year – 
please keep it coming in this 
final push.

Hans Pinkard
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LINTON DIARY
To guarantee entry into this diary please ensure that your 

event is written into the diary in the Post Office.
Details of items in bold type may be found elsewhere in this edition.
You may also send an email with your event details to diary@

linton.info, or use the form on www.linton.info

WEEKLY  
Junior badminton, 10am-12noon Sundays  SC
Adult tennis coaching, Sundays (call 07791 150141)  SC
Pilates, 10 and 11.15am Mondays   VH
Yoga, 7-8.30pm Mondays term time Hadstock VH 
Whist drive, 7.30pm Mondays   VH
Men’s all-age keep fit club, 8pm Mondays             SC 
Ladies’ netball, 7-9pm Mondays    SC
Scrabble club, 10am-12noon alternate Tuesdays from 9/9, Dog & Duck
Linton Granta toddlers, 10am Tuesdays and Thursdays term time LVC
Hadstock toddler group, 2-3.30pm Tuesdays term time   Hadstock VH
Ladies’ football, 7-8pm Tuesdays           LVC
Linton chess club, 7.30pm Tuesdays                                                CC
Tae Kwon Do, 6-8pm Tuesdays and Thursdays              SC
Ladies’ badminton, 8-10pm Tuesdays          SC
IT club, 7pm Tuesdays CC
WEA, 10am Tuesdays from 30/9 VH
Yoga, 7.30pm Tuesdays term time Hildersham VH
Yoga, 1-2.45pm Wednesdays term time VH
Bowling roll-ups, 2pm Wednesdays  Pavilion 
Linton radio race car club, 6-10pm Wednesdays   VH
Men’s keep fit club, 8pm Wednesdays                  SC
Linton theatre workshop, Wednesdays (call 892076)
Tots-in-tow, 10-11.30am Wednesdays term time  VH
Music Matters, 9.45am & 11am Thursdays                                  VH
LVC badminton club, 8-10pm Thursdays  SC
Carpet bowls, 7.30pm Thursdays    VH
Rhyme’n’rhythm tots music group, Fridays 10.30 & 1.30 term time URC 
Hall
Junior basketball, 6-7pm Fridays  SC
Bridge club, 7pm Fridays   CC
Adult tap dancing, 7.15-8pm Fridays term time  VH
Granta badminton club, 8-10pm Fridays  SC
For Sports Centre courses please call Mark Collins 890248 

SEPTEMBER 
  1 Camera club meeting, 7.15pm CC
  2 WI, 7.30pm VH
  3 Reading group, 8pm Dog & Duck
  4 Luncheon club, 12.15pm The Crown PH
  4 Parish council meeting, 8pm CC
  6  Farmers’ market, 9.30am LVC
  6 Dragon boat race, 10am Fen Ditton
  6 Friends of St Mary’s lunch, 12noon Chalklands
  6 Car boot/table-top sale, 1-4pm Symonds House
  7 Camera club outing, 9am Coles Lane car park
  8 Linton Granta playgroup term starts, 9.30am LVC
  9 VIP group, 2pm Chalklands
10 Music society AGM, 7pm 8 Horn Lane
13 Historic Churches ride & stride, 10am-6pm
13 National car wash, 10am-4pm Fire station
13 Team read ceremony, 10am Library
13 Mother’ union coffee morning, 10.30am St Mary’s pavilion
14    Cross-country horse ride, 8am Hildersham
16 Historical society AGM, 7.30pm VH
18 ACE soup and rolls, 12 for 12.30pm Chalklands
18 Parish council meeting, 8pm CC
20 Dads and tots, 9.30am VH
20 LIFE flower demonstration, 10am-12noon CC
21 Glass fair, 10.30am Chilford Hall
26 World’s biggest coffee morning, 9-11.30am VH
28 Harvest choral evensong, 6pm St Mary’s

OCTOBER
  1 Reading group, 8pm Dog & Duck
  2  Luncheon club, 12.15pm The Crown
  2 Parish council meeting, 8pm CC
  4 Farmers’ Market, 9.30am LVC
  7 Linton Granta toddler group term starts, 10am LVC
  7 WI, 7.30pm VH
  7 Linton Granta playgroup & toddlers AGM, 8pm LVC
11 Camera club exhibition, 10.30am VH
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Post and email addresses and deadline for letters are on Page 8. Please 
note: all letters for publication must be supplied with a full name and  

address to enable us to check authenticity. Letters may be edited.

Readers write ... Readers write 

Library times: Monday Closed; Tuesday 10.30am-1pm, 
2pm-5pm; Wednesday 2pm-5pm, 6pm-8pm; Thursday 
Closed; Friday 10.30am-1pm, 2pm-5pm, 6pm-8pm;  
Saturday 10am-12noon.

Refuse collection: 1st 15th and 29th September.  
Recycling collection: 8th,  22nd September, 6th October. 

KEY: CC Cathodeon Centre, HC Health Centre, LVC Linton 
Village College, RG Recreation Ground, SC Sports Centre, 
URC United Reform Church, VH Village Hall.

OUR THANKS
Too good for jumble...

À

Carpentry, Plumbing, Tiling
Door / Window Replacement
Kitchen / Bathroom Refitting

Fencing, Decking, Gardening
Painting, Decorating
Flat Pack Assembly

Property Maintenance

Steve Jackson
Service Engineer

All domestic appliance repairs, 
15 years industry experience.
Very reasonable rates.
Quick & reliable service.

Steve Jackson
(Home) 01223 893114 / 893896

(Mobile) 07963 854653
A Member Of Sesame limited Which is Regulated By The Financial Services Authority

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP THE PAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE, OR ANY OTHER LOAN
SECURED UPON IT.  WRITTEN DETAILS ON REQUEST

Ian Cross
01223 892821

email: Chapelifa@btinternet.com
De-Salis House, 6 Hillway Linton, Cambs, CB21 4JE

Independent Financial Advisers
SPECIALIST ADVICE ON

Pensions - Investments - Mortgages - Protection
Personal Financial Planning

FREE Initial Consultation & Without Obligation

Dear Editor
Caroline Derbyshire’s assessment of the present state of educa-
tion in the July Linton News is too simple. There is no evidence 
to show that the quality of teaching in the early nineties was 
“very poor”. Her Majesty’s Inspectors’ reports of the time show 
strengths and weaknesses, but no sector was judged unsatisfactory 
overall, let alone “very poor”. Neither is there any evidence that 
teaching has improved. One day’s inspection at LVC last year 
found teaching and learning were “at least good and in some 
instances outstanding” but also that some lessons did not make 
good use of questions to check pupils’ understanding, that some 
work was “not marked well or not marked at all” and that some 
homework seemed to pupils to have “no real purpose”. These 
are not trivial issues. 

In examinations, the practice of awarding marks for any re-
sponse to a question - down to telling the examiner to f... off – is 
just the tip of the iceberg. When I took ‘A’ level French in 1968, 
I had to know five French books in detail. Current ‘A’ level can-
didates need to read none at all, and Cambridge University has 
to run remedial classes for new students in French. Doubts about 
the current examination system are well-founded. Does anyone 
honestly believe, for example, that a single vocational GCSE is 
worth four other subjects? 

If we had better attention to each child’s learning needs, it 
might be argued that all of this was a price worth paying. I work 
with children from a wide range of schools, and know from their 
books that antiquated teaching methods, including copying out 
work that children don’t understand, are commonplace. I’ve 
recently taught three 12-year-olds their two-times table, and 
one how to hold a pen without jamming it in their fist, as well as 
commiserating with parents over hopelessly inadequate marking 
that left pupils persisting in errors and misunderstandings that 
left their work useless as a record of learning. 

Ofsted no longer takes enough time or looks closely enough to 
find out the full extent of strengths and weaknesses in teaching. 
Only individual pupils, and their parents, know. Headteachers 
need to know that what they say in public is judged against this 
experience, and to take care in choosing their words. 
John Bald, Educational Consultant.

Education ... an alternative view

Dear Editor
On 24th July while visiting a friend I had my bike stolen from 
outside her house in the High Street. It is purple with a white 
saddle, one of the old-type bikes. If anyone knows its where-
abouts, would you please let me know. 
Mary Wright, Flaxfields, 891128

Dear Editor,
Sarah and Paul Blackburn, Abigail and Lloyd would like to 
say a big thank you to all their family and friends who were 
able to celebrate with them at their wedding on 22nd July in the 
Dominican Republic.

Also thank you to those who celebrated on that day here in 
Linton.

An unforgettable day and holiday was enjoyed by many, and 
to those of you we haven’t seen personally yet, thanks for all 
the cards, wedding gifts and good wishes.

We feel very honoured to have such a great bunch of 
friends.
Sarah and Paul Blackburn, c/o Joiners Road

Has anyone seen my purple bike?

THE University of Cambridge Office of External Affairs and 
Communications is currently organising a new community initia-
tive, Open Cambridge, on Saturday 13th September. 

Open Cambridge provides a unique opportunity for visitors 
to explore the university and the colleges through free subject- 
themed tours, guided by our expert tour guides. 

Interesting and beautiful university and college buildings and 
collections will go on show for a day of discovery for families, 
local residents and community groups. 

Learn about the history of the colleges, when they were built 
and why. Explore inspirational gardens and see exceptional design 
and unusual plants. 

Enter university and college buildings to discover stunning 
chapels and halls. Visit libraries old and new and explore priceless 
and unrivalled collections or rare manuscripts and books. 

View the work of internationally renowned artists at university 
and college art collections and see award-winning buildings and 
discover the history of the university through its architecture. 

We can provide you with a full list of tours available as part 
of Open Cambridge. Alternatively, they will be available on the 
university website at www.open-cambridge.org  

Alice Wynn, Festivals Assistant, 
Cambridge Festivals of Ideas 01223 766766 

All you ever  wanted to know 
about Cambridge University

“WE are a community store, 
here for local people,” said 
manager of Linton Co-opera-
tive, Kevin Nichols, when out-
lining a new scheme to support 
local groups. 

The Co-op is inviting  
organisations, groups, clubs 
and societies in Linton, Had-
stock, Bartlow and Hildersham 
to write to Mr Nichols outlining 
plans for their project, listing 
the type of group, proposed 
activity, the cost and input from 
members. 

All letters will be considered 
to see how much financial, 
practical help or shop publicity 
can be offered.

Many local groups have 
already received support from 
the Co-op. As well as donations 
of prizes for local competitions, 
the Scouts were given £220 to 

Help is at 
hand from ...

celebrate the reopening of the 
shop after a £220,000 facelift 
last August. The Co-op sup-
ported a cream tea event for 
members of ACE (Action in 
the Community for the Elderly) 
and the staff served tea to the 
members when demonstrating 
Fair Trade products.

The new scheme covers 
small fund-raising projects to 
be considered locally. Larger 
projects may be dealt with by 
head office, but Mr Nichols 
is keen to emphasise that Co-
op staff are willing to help in 
different ways; preparing for 
events or giving help on the day, 
perhaps working on redeco-
rating a venue or organising 
in-shop publicity for a project. 
Interested groups must start by 
writing to him at the store. 

Kate France 891602

THERE is a Sony Colour TV with 21-inch screen, remote 
control and instruction book on offer this month, together 
with the free-standing wooden school desk with lift-up lid, 
the Samsung fax machine/photocopier and the  black leather-
look office swivel chair.  Also, offers are invited for two large 
boxes of bubble wrap, 1.5-inch square bubbles in sheets of 
approximately 1ft square and 1ftx2ft.  

The dining table with six chairs raised £45 for Deaf Blind 
UK, the Philips hostess trolley made £30 for Macmillan Nurses 
and the shopper bike (from the Guides’ jumble sale) was sold 
for £15. To buy any of the above or to offer an item to profit a 
charity, please contact me: 

Kate France 891602 or email katefrance@linton48. 
freeserve.co.uk
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Chef’s corner 

Courgette cake – yes really

• FITTED KITCHENS /
 BEDROOMS /WARDROBES
• CABINET MAKERS
• BESPOKE JOINERY
• DOORS / WINDOWS / STAIRS
• WOODEN FLOORING
• CONSERVATORIES
• EXTENSIONS / REFURBISHMENTS

FREE
COMPETITIVE

ESTIMATES

Tel.: 01223 890600 Mobile: 07802 885390 

Watkins Joinery

20 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE 
INSURANCE WORK 

UNDERTAKEN

colin.watkins@keme.co.uk

MUSIC 
MATTERS

Fun music 
classes for 12 

months to 4½ yrs 
Linton Village Hall
Thursday Mornings

For more information 
tel: Emma 01223 893140

Steve Webb
Painter

&

Decorator 
over 30 years experience

CITY & GUILDS CERTIFICATES

31 Balsham Road
Linton
Cambridge
CB21 4LD
Tel: 01223 891119
Mobile: 07772991373

LINTON PAVING COMPANY 
YOUR LOCAL LANDSCAPING

BLOCK PAVING & PATIO 
SPECIALIST.

Slabbing, Decking, Gravel Drives 
& Fencing

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Int/Ext Painting, General Repairs

LOCAL, RELIABLE AND
 FRIENDLY  SERVICE.
FREE QUOTATIONS

Tel: Andre Jacobs

01223 890060
07765 594398

lintonpaving@aol.com

the bull 
balsham

Tel: 01223 893844 www.the bullbalsham.co.uk
NOW SERVING FOOD

EVERY MONDAY LUNCH & EVENING
O Wholesome British cuisine, daily specials board (please 

note we do not cook Sunday evenings)
O Function room for weddings, Conferences, Wakes, 

Company dinners etc.
O Quality ensuite. Full English and Continental breakfast 

included in room rates
A warm welcome from

Bob, Tracy & team always awaits you

Preparation: 15-20 minutes
Cooking: 1 hour
Ingredients
The cake
250g butter, broken up into pieces (at room temperature)
250g caster sugar or brown sugar
4 eggs
350g self-raising flour
juice and zest of an orange
1 tsp cinnamon
Half tsp mixed spice
350g courgette (zucchini), grated
50g walnuts, roughly chopped
80g sultanas
Orange cream cheese icing
125g cream cheese
50g unsalted butter
300g icing sugar
juice and zest of a quarter orange
Method
Courgette cake: Grease and line one deep 25cm (10 inch) or 

two shallow 20cm (8 inch) diameter cake tins with baking paper. 
Preheat an oven to 180°C (Gas 4). Place the butter and sugar in a 
bowl and beat until creamy. Add the eggs one at a time until they 
are mixed in thoroughly.

Sieve the flour with the cinnamon and mixed spice. Fold in 
a third of the flour, followed by half the orange juice and zest. 
Repeat this using the remaining flour and orange, so that all the 
ingredients are well combined. Stir in the courgette, walnuts and 
sultanas and mix well but do not beat.

Pour the mixture into the prepared cake tin and place on the 
centre shelf of the preheated oven. Leave the cake to cook for 
around one hour or until the cake is firm to touch (if using the 
shallow tins, reduce the cooking time to 30-40 minutes). Turn 
the cake out on a rack and allow to cool.

Orange cream cheese icing: Beat the cream cheese and butter 
together until creamy. Gradually beat in the icing sugar and orange 
juice and zest until you have a smooth creamy icing. Spread over 
the cooled cake. If you have prepared two cakes, spread the icing 
over the top of the one and sandwich the two cakes together and 
then cover the top and sides of the cake.

If you do not want a green cake, peel the courgettes.

AS Joel cannot manage to send us a recipe this month, I 
thought I would do one myself and help you to use up the 
glut of courgettes that we have this year.

 Editor

FOR any of you who heard 
some very loud cheering go-
ing on earlier in the summer, 
it was probably coming from 
the direction of the Chestnut 
playgroup sports day.  

All who attended had a 
fantastic time, watching the 
children take part in the events,  
including the egg and spoon 

LITTLE Hands Linton nursery 
school went on a sponsored 
Toddle Waddle in May to 
raise funds for research into 
meningitis. The children and 
staff walked round part of the 
Abington Science Park site at 
Granta Park, with family and 
friends sponsoring them. 

In preparation for the walk, 
the children coloured duck 
masks and then wore them 
during the waddle. The weather 
was kind to us and we raised the 
magnificent sum of £518.50. 

The staff would like to 
congratulate all the children 
for taking part and thank the 
parents for their support and 
enthusiasm. The Meningitis 
Trust was very grateful for the 
money and sent the nursery 
school a certificate.

Towards the end of the sum-
mer term, the children invited 
their parents to the nursery 
school sports day in the garden. 
Everyone had fun running, 

race and the ‘pants race’ which 
the children loved as it involved 
them wearing a pair of pants on 
their heads while running as fast 
as their little legs could carry 
them to the finishing line. 

The grown-ups also got the 
chance to take part in their own 
‘three-legged race’, much to the 
amusement of the children.  

As well as the races, there 
were also a number of side 
stalls including the lucky dip, 
tombola, cake stall, tattoos, 
popcorn stall and a barbecue  
which all helped to raise a tre-
mendous £300 towards equip-
ment for the playgroup. 

Well done to all involved!
Harriet Braithwaite 894780

“Ready, steady, go”  at 
Chestnut playgroup sports day

Slowly does it ... four of the children take the egg and spoon race very seriously
Picture by David Donnan

Little Hands raise £500 
with their Toddle Waddle 

balancing quoits or eggs and 
picking up bean bags. 

The staff and parents raced 
as well and it was all very 
competitive for the grown-ups. 
There was a picnic tea after-
wards for those who could stay. 
Well done to all the children for 
taking part so enthusiastically 
in the races.

Two by two: nursery ducklings all set to walk for charity
Picture by Mandy Norris

HELPING Hands needs two 
volunteer co-ordinators to en-
able the service to continue.

Our two Linton co-ordina-
tors have decided to step down 
with effect from 30th October 
and, in order to continue the 
Helping Hands service, a main 
co-ordinator and a deputy 
are needed to take over the 
daily task of matching client 
telephone requests to volun-
teer drivers. This first contact 
requires a sympathetic and or-
ganised approach and our cur-
rent co-ordinators have gained 

Co-ordination  – that’s what it’s all about
experience over several years 
providing an excellent and  
efficient helpline to clients.

Drivers pick up the per-
son who needs transport and 
drive them to and from their 
destination. The service cov-
ers hospital trips, health and 
day care centres, dental and 
optical appointments. A recent 
increase in clients and requests 
for transport of a medical nature 
is putting great pressure on this 
voluntary organisation.

Helping Hands has been 
running in the Linton area 

since 1985 and the service has 
expanded to provide essential 
transport for people who need 
help to get around, have mo-
bility problems, or are very 
isolated. Volunteers give their 
time free.

If you are based at home or 
are retired and would like to 
be involved as a co-ordinator 
then we would like to hear 
from you.

Further details from me:
Alex Todd,  

chairman Helping Hands 
892979

A TEAM of 20 staff teachers, 
assistants and therapists from 
the Granta school in Linton is 
taking to the water this month 
to raise money for children at 
the school.

The Granta Specials, as they 
have called themselves, are tak-
ing part in this year’s Dragon 
boat race at Fen Ditton on 6th 
September (starting at about 
10am).

The cash they raise will 
be shared between equipment 
for the children, such as trikes 
for the less able, and EACH 
(the East Anglia’s Children’s 
Hospices).

Teacher and crew director 
Sam Lee-McCloud said the 
Dragon boat is a rather large 
vessel with room for 10 row-
ers, a helmsman and a drum-
mer, who beats the rhythm for 
the rowers to keep up a good 
speed.

The day will consist of a 
number of knock-out races of 
which the Granta team will take 
part in at least four – and more if 
they progress satisfactorily.

Sam is approaching the 
event with some trepidation. 
“I‘m not very good on water,” 
she admits, “but it’s in a good 
cause and I’m sure it will be a 
great day.”

If last year, when 40 teams 
took part, is anything to go by 
it promises to be a good day’s 
entertainment.

Look out for the results and 
pictures in next month’s Linton 
News. If you are going to the 
Dragon race please could you 
let the editor know as soon as 
possible.

LNT

Enter the 
Dragon ... and 
Granta school

The nursery school is mov-
ing premises again to a per-
manent site in Bartlow at 
the beginning of September. 
Children from two to four years 
old can attend. If you would 
like to find out more about the 
nursery school, please contact 
the manager.

Marion Kelly 897945

Little Hands 
Nursery School

Linton
Offers Morning, Afternoon, Lunch & Late Stay Sessions from 

9.00am ‘til 4.00pm during term time for all children aged between 
2 and 5 years. Pre-School sessions (to prepare our older children 

for infant school) 
are available and Holiday clubs (for 2 to 8 year olds) run 

during all the main school holidays. 
A high staffing ratio ensures quality of care so join us at Three 
Hills Farm, Bartlow to see what “Little Hands” has to offer you 

and your child
For further information please contact either
 Marion : 01223 897945 (school time) or Jane : 01223 503972 (other times)

Singing Lessons
Sarah Rosewell 
BA (Hons) Music

Individual singing lessons 
available for all ages 

and abilities
Whether towards exams or 

purely for pleasure
  * CRB Checked
  * Based in Linton

For more information contact:
Sarah on 01223 894861

Email:
    sarahrosewell@hotmaail.com
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LINTON
VILLAGE
MOTORS

01223 830550
BOURNE BRIDGE ABINGTON CAMBRIDGE

(near COMFORT CAFE)
   • Authorised MOT centre • ALL MAKES serviced and repaired 
   • Competitive prices on tyres & exhausts
   • Collection and delivery arranged  •  FREE advice
   • Polite friendly staff  •  FREE use of courtesy car

A FULLY INSURED MOT APPROVED GARAGE
CAN YOUR MECHANIC SAY THAT?

BED AND 
 BREAKFAST

BAKERY COTTAGE  
WEST WRATTING 

CAMBRIDGE 
CB21 5LU

also
Cottage and Converted 

Barn to rent for holidays, 
weekends and short breaks. 

sleeping 6 and 4 people
Tel Carol or David

01223 290492
07860 810689

PLUMBLINE
Plumbing & Heating

RELIABLE COMPETITIVE
FRIENDLY SERVICE

Linton 
01223 893903

Don’t delay call today

GARAGE
DOORS

SERVICED-REPAIRED
REPLACED

Spares for all makes
Free Estimate, Brochures

and Advice
Steel – GRP – Timber

Sectional single or double skin
Roller Doors

A.B.C. Garage Door Systems
Telephone 01223 893798
or mobile 07774 499537

www.garagedoorsabc.co.uk
email@garagedoorsabc.co.uk

BED  and BREAKFAST
ANN & GEORGE PEAKE

Linton Heights
36 Wheatsheaf Way, Linton

Tel: (01223) 892516
Comfortable & friendly

BED & BREAKFAST
Mrs Monica Clarkson
4 Harefield Rise, Linton

Tel: 01223 892988
Quiet modern bungalow

Families welcome 
No Smoking

SPRINGFIELD HOUSE
14/16 Horn Lane, Linton

BREAKFAST

Tel 01223 891383

Regency house near Church,
River views from bedrooms &
guest lounge.

BED &

POT POURRI (44)

NEWS IN BRIEF

Urania

A MARGARINE container fell on to the floor and rolled 
to form a circle. The container was round and had sloping 
sides (the shape known as a frustum of a cone). If the vol-
ume of the container was just under half a litre (492.18 cl) 
(1 litre = 1000 cl) and the top and bottom diameters are 14 
and 12 centimetres respectively, with the side slope being 
an exact number of centimetres, what diameter circle did 
the rolling container make?

Solution  to No 43 – Who is in credit?
The total amount in credit was by student b (= 55 x 48) who 
had £2,640 in the bank.

The rolling container ...

AFTER the success of the  
St John Passion earlier 
in the year, the choir of St 
Mary’s church is prepar-
ing Handel’s Messiah for a 
concert performance at 7pm 
on Saturday 15th November 
in St Mary’s church, Linton. 
If you would like to sing in 
the chorus, please contact 
David@parry-smith.co.uk for 
a rehearsal schedule as soon 
as possible. 

There will be an orchestral 
day for instrumentalists to form 
a chamber orchestra later in 
September. If you play violin, 
viola, cello, double bass, oboe, 
bassoon, trumpet or timpani to 
at least Grade 7 standard and 
would like to take part, please 
contact the same email address 
for details. 

David Parry-Smith 894715 

THE classes are held on Wednesday afternoons from 
1-2.45pm at Linton village hall, starting on September 17th, 
and on Tuesday evenings from 7.30-9.30pm at Hildersham 
village hall, starting on 16th September. Do come along to 
one of the friendly and supportive groups and learn to relax 
and release stress, tone up, strengthen, increase flexibility, 
and enjoy balanced well-being. All welcome. Contact me

Lynda 891525  
or email:lyndasaltmarsh@hotmail.co.uk

The Messiah 
comes  

to Linton

Joan’s yoga classes in Hadstock

Don’t forget Lynda’s yoga

World’s biggest coffee morning
A MACMILLAN cancer support coffee morning will 
be held from 9-11.30am on Friday 26th September in the 
Linton village hall as part of the ‘world’s biggest cof-
fee morning’. Tea, coffee and cakes will be served, with 
drinks, cakes and biscuits for children. We will also be 
holding a raffle. Cakes and raffle prizes will be gratefully 
accepted on the morning. Spread the word and join us 
to create a huge stir for Macmillan cancer support. For 
more information, please call me

Kerri Harmer 894392

T H E  L i n t o n  
Music Society is very 
proud  to  announce  i t s 
approaching 50th anniversary. 

It was on 3rd October, 1958 
that the former music festival 
became established as a mu-
sic society; that’s 50 years of 
bringing high calibre talent to 
the doorstep of every Linton 
resident.

We are particularly thank-
ful for the long and dedicated 
service of some of our commit-
tee members who have served 
since the society’s inception. 

The society would, however, 
benefit enormously from some 
helping hands – some angels!  
In particular, we would be  
really keen to have someone 
with IT skills to design our 

of the 2008/9 season will 
be in the October issue 

of the Linton News, but please  
mark Saturday 11th October in 
your diary as the first concert of 
the season which will be given 
by the international violinist 
Madeleine Mitchell.

For more information, please 
contact me.
Juliet Abrahamson 894161

Firefighters clean up ... and raise £212  

Picture by 
Roger  
Lapwood

Be an angel ... lend us a hand

Wash and 
go: two of 
Linton’s 
firefighters 
put the 
finishing 
touches to 
one of the 
many cars 
they cleaned 
at their fund-
raising event

COME and join us at Yoga classes which aim to introduce 
yoga postures and sequences to enable you to find vitality and 
help you to relieve tension. These classes are open to men and 
women; please bring a mat and blanket. Classes are held from 
7-8.30pm on Monday evenings  from 1st September. For all 
enquiries and booking, please contact me
Joan Graham 890629 or e-mail joanyoga@yahoo.co.uk

LINTON firefighters are stag-
ing another charity car wash at 
the fire station from 10am-4pm 
on 13th September as part of the 
National Car Wash which helps 
raise funds for the Firefighters 
Charity.

There will be refreshments 
on sale. 

If any charities would like 

to hold a stall at this car wash 
please contact Mark or Mags 
on 891896.

The Linton team’s last char-
ity wash in August raised 
£212.89. The team would like to 
thank all those who attended.

Lee Charlie, Annie and Mark 
Clark would also like to thank 
Linton Co-op and C Holland & 

Sons for their donations of the 
refreshments at the wash.

A special thank you to 
Barney Palmer, Mags Hill and 
Emma Welch for all their help 
on the day and also for step-
ping in while the firemen were 
called out.

On the day the firefighters 
were also giving advice on fire 

safety in the home. If you are 
interested in having a home fire 
safety check please call 376217 
to arrange an appointment.

At the moment, the Lin-
ton station is also recruiting 
retained firefighters, so if you 
are interested, please call 01480 
444539.             

Mark Collins

A CAR boot and table top sale will be held from 1-4pm (set 
up at 12noon) at Symonds House on 6th September. 

There will be pitches inside and out, costing £5 if booked 
before the event and £7.50 on the day. Please book to secure 
a pitch. For more information or to book a pitch please con-
tact Symonds House on 891237 or e-mail symondshouse @
googlemail.com 

Car boot and table-top sale

F r i e n d l y
S e r v i c e

Curtains made-to measure
Full Re-upholstery Service

Free parking
www.designer-drapes.com

Linton Road, Hadstock, Cambs
01223 890556

Blinds Blitz
10% off blinds 

Ready made from £15.99
Latest fabrics now in stock

posters and/or leaflets. 
We would also welcome 

angels good at drumming up 
advertising and sponsorship, or 
someone to host artists before 
concerts, to help arrange flow-
ers for the concert platform, 
to help with workshops, or 
the many other tasks which at 
present are shouldered by the 
committee.

The idea is that you could 
make a tremendous contribu-
tion as an angel without feel-
ing an obligation to join the 
committee. 

If you think you would like 
to help behind the scenes, con-
tact Sally Plummer on 897983 
or talk with any of the commit-
tee members at the next concert. 
We would dearly  love to hear 
from you. 

Members of the society are 
invited to attend the AGM at 
7pm on Wednesday 10th Sep-
tember at 8 Horn Lane. News 

PAULINE'S
CHILDCARE IN 

LINTON
FOR UNDER FIVES

Ofsted registered
Monday – Friday
Ring for details
01223 891890
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Local Ironing 
Service

Reasonable rates:
Charged per kilo or more 
economical hourly rate -

You decide,
Free collection/delivery available

Call Carolyn on:

01223 891762
07961 919374

Fast friendly 
ironing service 
tailored to suit 

your needs.

Reliable Local 
Builder

From  conversions to 
plastering, 

renovations to tiling and 
decorating-

No job too small

Tel: 01223 290925 
Mobile 07813 070369 

Watch batteries and straps fitted while you wait.
Jewellery repairs including sizing and polishing.

All repair work carried out on the premises by a 
professional with 40 years experience.

We stock a selection of:
Silver Jewellery • Photo Frames • 
Collectables • Toiletries • 
Greeting Cards • Gift Wrap

61 HIGH STREET, LINTON, CAMBRIDGE, CB21 4HS
TEL: 01223 894255

❉  Experienced & Qualified caring staff
❉  OFSTED Registered & Inspected

❉  Member of NCMA 

3 months - 8 yrs
Mon - Fri am/pm or all day sessions

Emergency or Overnight care
Short term drop in service 

(subject to availability)
Tel: 01223 894464

Builder
Home Improvements.
Decorators
Plasterers

Call Charlie 
Tel/Fax
01799 513413
mobile:
07721 372642

HAVING rested at Keld, the 
walkers had a relatively short 
day ahead of them – at least in 
terms of distance. The day began 
with a four mile walk across gen-
tly rolling moors to the Tan Hill 
Inn, the highest pub in England 
at 1,732 feet above sea level; it 
seemed appropriate to stop for 
a quick drink. 

This was also an ideal time 
to consult Alfred Wainwright’s 
guidebook, as the notorious 
Sleightholme Moor beckoned. 
He said: “Even in sunshine, this 
crossing is like walking in por-
ridge. After heavy rain, it is like 
walking in oxtail soup.” It had 
rained, so the soup was taken. 

The scenery changed dramat-
ically each day, and the 24 mile 
11th day was spectacular. Much 
of the Way followed the youth-
ful River Tees upstream from 
Middleton to Langdon Beck. 
The foaming waters rushed 
alongside the path, providing 
the group with some stunning 
glimpses of its natural power. 

By far the most spectacular 
part was the High Force water-
fall, thought to be the biggest 
in England in terms of the vol-
ume of water. The youth hostel 
at Langdon Beck had rather 

strange brown water, making 
showering difficult. How do 
you know you’re clean when 
the water is that colour? 

Further upstream, the river 
flows over a series of cascades 
known as Cauldron Snout. Then 
a long, painstaking trudge over 
relentless peat bogs and troughs 
ended with the stunning vista of 
High Cup, a vast U-shaped val-
ley that suddenly opened out. 

Ending the day at Dufton, 
Co Durham, Wainwright said 
“After all the sweat and toil 
and the many long miles of the 
march, it is galling to note that 

the finish is further away at the 
end of the day than it was at 
the beginning!” From Dufton, 
the peaty mires are finally left 
behind and the fells become 
increasingly higher and more 
numerous. 

Cross Fell, the highest point 
on the route at 2,930 feet 
was a perfect spot to stop for 
lunch, particularly as the day 
was blessed with fine weather. 
Entering Northumberland, the 
Way takes in about 10 miles of 
Hadrian’s Wall including the 
impressive Roman settlement 
of Housesteads. 

From its lofty position,  
commanding views in all direc-
tions were soon lost as the group 
entered the largest forested area 
in England. The Wark, Redes-
dale and Kielder forests seemed 
to go on for ever. On the penul-
timate day, the group arrived at 
their last stop in England. 

The hamlet of Byrness was 
to be the last civilisation of any 
sort before the end of the trek, 
some 27 miles to the north. As 
Wainwright warned: “Gird up 
your loins as they have never 
been girded up before.” 

Final part next month

Taking ‘a walk in oxtail soup’ 

JUST when you expect ACEs’ 
events to be eternally dogged 
by bad conditions, our garden 
party had simply wonderful 
weather. 

The event was on Tuesday, 
29th July, and for once we 
needed sunshades rather than 
umbrellas. 

Thanks to our wonderful 
team of volunteers, nearly 50 
of us enjoyed cream tea and 
home-made scones, pleasant 
conversation and a browse 
at the Bring and Buy and 
Alzheimer’s Society stalls, 
courtesy of Alex and Carol 
Todd. 

More bringing and brows-
ing than buying, if I’m honest, 
but the raffle was fun and we 
covered expenses.

It was splendid to see so 
many people enjoying the 
weather, good company, 
friendly conversation and 
tasty food. I got out of that 
one, as my Little Mum made 
my share of the scones – so 
much better for the digestion 
– and my injury ensured  that 
I evaded the washing up too.  

I was mainly an observer 
this time, and was impressed 
and delighted with the effi-
ciency, cheeriness and organi-
sation of the ACEs team and 
their “other halves”. Mine 
too, come to that, but don’t tell 
him I said so ...

We are collating the 
programme of events for the 
next year, so if you have any 
special requests for coach 
trips, can suggest speakers 
or topics, or would like any 
particular type of event, then 
let us know – we will do our 
best. This group is for you and 
we want to do things that you 
will enjoy.

Our next event is a little 
different. It is a soup and rolls 
lunch, on Thursday 18th Sep-
tember, (12 for 12.30pm) at 
the Chalklands Room (trans-
port available, call 891069). 
Lian Watkin is a very skilled 
flower arranger, as well as a 
very informative and amusing 
speaker. She will be combin-
ing the two skills – I think it 
will be good fun.

Enid Bald 891069

ACEs needed 
sunshades

... not 
 umbrellas 

MAKE a note in your diaries 
for Saturday 11th October 
when the Linton camera 
club holds its fourth annual 
exhibition of photographs 
at the village hall in Coles 
Lane.

The exhibition will be 
open from 11.30am-4pm and 
entry is free. There will be 
home-made cakes, refresh-
ments and a raffle in aid of 
the Alzheimer’s research 
trust.

More than 200 photo-
graphs will be on show 
including displays of club 
activities during the year.

There will also be image 
shows of club members’ 
travels in Canada, Thailand, 
the USA and Papua New 
Guinea. 

Richard Smith will be 

returning with his digital 
advice stand where the pro-
cess of taking, adjusting and 
printing photographs will be 
demonstrated.

The last club night fea-
tured the second part of 
Andy Hutchinson’s tutorial 
on Photoshop and the use of 
tools to remove blemishes 
from photographs. 

Coming events include 
club night at 7.15pm on 
Monday 1st at the Cathodeon 
Centre and a visit to the 
Burghley Horse Trials on 
Sunday7th September. . 

For further information 
please contact Roger Lap-
wood 891104 or Tracey 
Wilson 891988, or you can 
visit our website www.linton-
cameraclub.org.uk

Mike Crofts

WORRIED about the envi-
ronment? Want to do some-
thing about it? 

This is your chance to find 
out about the problems and 
what can be done, meet other 
concerned people, explore the 
options ... and then do some-
thing about it.

You can learn what to do 
about home energy, travel 
and transport, food and wa-
ter, consumption and waste 

Groups of like-minded 
people will be meeting for 
five sessions in the evenings 
and during the daytime in 
venues across Cambridge 
and the surrounging vil-
lages. 

New groups will begin this 
September. There will be a 
one-off charge to help defray 
the costs. 

At the end of the course, 
go on to join ‘carbon reduc-
tion network’ or get involved 
in other ways if you wish.

For further information, 
please contact:

Karin, Rosemary, or Andy 
on 460475 or email: info@
cambridgecarbonfootprint.
org. 

You may also be aware of 
the Cut Your Carbon cam-
paign.

 If you or anyone in your 
community are thinking of 
a project and looking into 
the funding, I am more than 
happy to come out and talk 
about any ideas you may 
have. 

I will be running a work-
shop about the campaign 
in October, so if you are 
interested, then please let me 
know and I will e-mail with 
further details.  
Please feel free to get in 
touch if you would like fur-
ther information about that, 
or check the website www.
cutyourcarbon.org.uk

Jo Fitzpatrick,  
senior project officer, 

Cambridgeshire ACRE,  
32 Main Street, Littleport, 

Ely CB6 1PJ  
01353 865043 (direct line)  
01353 860850 (main office 

number)  
www.cambsacre.org.uk

AT The Dog & Duck in Linton, 
landlord Chris Varian believes 
that quality cuisine can coexist 
with a healthy local pub. To help 
this along, he’s decided to give 
the restaurant its own identity 
– so Mallards Restaurant has 
been created.

From talking with custom-
ers, Chris found that many 
would prefer a separate en-
trance, leading into a comfort-
able snug where you can sit 
while sipping a pre-dinner 
drink, studying chef Antoine’s 
menu and Chris’ personally 
chosen wine list. All Antoine’s 
creations are freshly prepared 
to order. 

Mallards will be launched 
on Friday 3rd October with a 
special six-course taster din-
ner designed to introduce the 
diner to the style and variety of  

Antoine’s cuisine. Each course 
will be accompanied with a 
wine designed to complement 
the dish. 

It’s planned to repeat these 
special taster evenings regu-
larly and use them to give the 
diner the chance to influence 
how the menu changes month 
by month. 

You’ll be scoring your 
dishes rather like Master Chef 
and the most popular choices 
will be included on the menu 
at the next change. 

This six-course banquet will 
be available by booking only, 
and, depending on demand, 
the dates will be extended to 
include Saturday 4th October 
as well as the Friday. 

To book, please call Chris 
on 891257.

                      Chris Varian

Discover  
how to cut 

your carbon 
footprint

Camera club show puts 
us in the picture

Mallards to open with a 
six-course banquet

The series 
of cascades 
that ends 
in the 
seething 
waters of 
Cauldron 
Snout at 
Teesdale 

Continuing the story of 
a 270-mile trek along the 

Penine Way



September 2008

LINTON COUNTRY DIARY                by Darryl Nantais
 

Page 7

CHIMNEY
SWEEP

J. L. WIGHT
Guild of Master
Sweeps.

Fully Insured

Qualified advice / 
problems solved.

Certificates issued.

01954 782284
20 Rampton Drift, Longstanton

KJL Roofing
All roofing repairs, lead-
work, renewal of pitched 

or flat roofs
New guttering, 

repairs/unblocking
Free estimates before any 

work commenced
25 years + Experience

Tel: 01223 892542
Mob: 07958 618440

Les Westlake
Mobile: 07929 501101

Tel: 01223 892866
leswestlake@aol.com

Quality Painting 
and 

Decorating Service

HOUSE
GARDEN

MAINTENANCE

& 

Monday 8:30am - 6pm
Tuesday 8:30am - 6pm
Wednesday 9:00am - 8pm
Thursday 8:30am - 8pm
Friday  8:30am - 6pm
Saturday 8:00am - 3pm

Wednesday - Thursday

Special rates for senior citizens Monday to Friday

Fully air conditioned

Nina, Kerry, Claire, Rachel and Jenney welcome you to

White Chimneys 
Garden  Design 
Garden designs, Planting plans, 
Consultation packages or just 

some helpful advice. 
A local business offering a 

flexible service.

Judith Rawlinson 
BSc DipGD(InstGD)

Tel: 01223 897825
Email:Judithr2011@aol.com

Hill Farm 
Holiday Cottages 

Ashdon
2 self catering cottages

Sleeps 2 and 4
Short & Longer lets
Holidays Relocation,  

Family Visiting
Friends,

Very reasonable rates
£180-£250 Weekly

T: 01799584881
Contact Mrs A Bel

B Haylock
Wood Flooring 

&

Carpentry
Supply and installation

Free quotations

Home viewing 
of samples

Mob: 07734057520
Tel: 01223 890418

Cambridge 892263
16 BACK ROAD, LINTON

DOE, ADI and MIAM

☎

I’VE waited years to see with 
my own eyes an emerging 
dragonfly nymph. You see, they 
can live for years under water, 
undergoing small changes and  
feeding on tiny crustacea such as 
fresh water shrimps and fleas. 

To do this they have extend-
ing jaws that move at incredible 
speeds to capture their unsus-
pecting prey. I say this because 
the nymph is not the beautiful, 
colourful wonder that is the 
adult, but a dark and dismal 
beetle-like beast that blends in 
with the mud and rotting veg-
etation of the pond floor. 

Many, do not have gills but 
breathe by sucking in water 
via the anus and extracting the 
oxygen and other useful gases. 
Its image certainly blends well 
with fairytale dragons.  

The gruesome-looking crea-
ture was spotted crawling its 
way up a reed.  There it hung, 

THERE was a lively end to Lin-
ton village junior cricket club’s 
season at their presentation eve-
ning on 20th July. Since the club 
was re-formed five years ago by 
Olly Priestly, a former teacher 
at the junior school, it has gone 
from strength to strength, in-
creasing from two league teams  
to the current six, with more 
than 110 children training and 
playing each week.

A packed audience of par-
ents and players in the pavilion 
heard Paul Foster thank all the 
coaches who give their time 
and expertise free each week, 
as well as the sponsors who 
have continued to support the 
club financially and secured 
its future. 

In recognition of all his hard 
work maintaining the pitches 
throughout the year, John Rich-
ardson was presented with a 
print depicting a cricket match 
being played at Linton, the 
original of which was painted 
by Neil Gardner, one of the 
coaches.

Each of the coaches then 
gave a summary of the teams’ 
respective performances, high-

exposed and vulnerable for 
birds to take as a tasty meal. 
Suddenly, there was movement 
and the dragonfly began break-
ing out from its old drying skin 
via the back of its body.  Once it 
had a grip, it pulled out the rest 
of its tail and folded wings. 

Slowly, it appeared to stretch 
as if waking from sleep and the 
wings spread out to fill and dry. 
The transformation is stagger-
ing but what triggers this event,  
I know not. Perhaps conditions 
of which we humans are bliss-
fully unaware, and I’m quite 
happy to remain astonished by 
the pure beauty of it all.

Looking at this incredible 
flying creature, one can see 
the distinct resemblance to a 
helicopter or sycamore seed. 
It seems that all man’s inven-
tions have their roots in nature, 
and so it is there we must look  
carefully for solutions to our 

current problems. 
I continue to have an unprec-

edented number of injured birds 
brought to me and some seem 
to arrive on their own.  George 
the rook knocked upon my front 
door. He was obviously very 
poorly with a badly damaged 
wing and, having suffered for 
some time, had not eaten well 
and was very thin. 

After receiving expert treat-
ment locally, I can now report 
that he’s doing well and living 
harmoniously with Scott the 
jackdaw in a small aviary at the 
bottom of my garden. 

Thank you to all those who 
sent donations. These have 
been passed on to the worth-
while PDSA charity.  Until next 
month, continue to take care 
of our wildlife and it will take 
care of us. 

The illustration by Maureen 
will be back next month.

Pure beauty as a dragonfly is ‘born’

A lively finale for junior cricket

lighting successes of individual 
players. David Gleeson, the 
chair of the senior team, pre-
sented trophies to all the chil-
dren, including, in the older 
age-groups, awards for the 
players’ player, the coaches’ 
choice of best player and the 
most improved player. This 
included Josh Hickford of the 
U15’s team who achieved a bat-
ting average of more than 100 
for the juniors this season.

Thanks to the success of 

the Race Night held in May, 
the club was able to purchase 
a bowling machine which has 
been well used over the summer 
and will enable the coaches to 
offer further indoor net train-
ing over the winter, hopefully 
ensuring even greater success 
next year. It is also hoped a 
further team may be developed 
from the older boys with a view 
to integrating them with the 
seniors from next season.

Esther Cox

Pictures by Paul Foster
Hat trick: some of the successful young cricketers

gather from 10am onwards. You will be able to 
see the riders at various points along the 15-mile 
route as they pass through Hildersham, Balsham 
and Linton. 

The best place to see them is on the course 
as a marshall. The route covers many beautiful 
areas and there are up to 40 optional jumps. 
For more information, see http://hildersham-
balsham-ride.co.uk/ 

This year, four charities will benefit, the two 
local churches of Hildersham and Balsham, 
once again the East Anglian Air Ambulance 
and as a special tribute to one of the ride’s long 
serving helpers who sadly died last year, part of 
the money will go to the National Association 
for Colitis and Crohn’s Disease. Thank you to 
all those who have attended in the past and we 
hope to see you again this year.

We would also like to thank all past helpers, 
and ask them to help again please; you are much 
appreciated and without you there just could 
not be a ride. Marshalling can also be a family 
activity. So, if you can possibly help in any way, 
even by making a cake or helping with the use 
of a 4x4 vehicle, please contact:

Tracy Davidson or Jo Harrison, on 
291426 / 07809 630200 / 290876 / 07789 

265455 or e-mail hildershamride@hot-
mail.co.uk

Charity ... on foot, bike or horse
THE annual meeting of the 
Linton and district historical 
society will be at 7.30pm on 
Tuesday 16th September in 
the village hall. 

After a brief meeting, a 
DVD about Linton with film/
video from 1951 to the 1980s 
will be shown. 

Topics include Little Lin-
ton farm in 1951, the Corona-
tion Parade in 1953, the vil-
lage college in 1958, the 1987 
hurricane as well as scenes 
from the 1980s. 

The DVD of Garth’s visit to 
the palace will also be shown. 
Guests pay £2 entry and 
members £8 for the yearly 
subscription. 

Are there any budding 
journalists who would like 
to come along to our his-
tory meetings and write a 
very short report for the 
Linton News? If so, please 
contact either Garth Col-
lard on 892395 or Andrew 
on 892430.

The society is also join-
ing a project called the 
Cambridgeshire Commu-
nity Archive Network (www.
ccan.co.uk). Our group is 
called the Linton and district 
community archive group, 
which is includes mem-
bers from local villages, the  

Abingtons, Balsham, Hilder-
sham, Linton and West 
Wickham. Please take a look 
at our home page on the web-
site. If you would like to join 
in, please contact Andrew or 
Garth or email lintonccan@
btinternet.com.

We are always looking at 
ways of bringing new treats 
to our members. As a taster, 
you are all invited to join 
the Cambridgeshire county 
history’s final excursion of 
the summer to the Black 
Country Living Museum, 
near Dudley on Saturday 20th 
September.  

The visit will include a trip 
into the Dudley Canal Tunnel 
and Limestone Mines. This 

unique canal tunnel connects 
with a 200-year-old system of 
limestone mines, branch tun-
nels and open ivy-curtained 
canal basins. 

The coach will leave from 
Trumpington park & ride. If 
there is enough demand lo-
cally, we will also start from 
Linton. 

As this is a taster event, 
you can join the trip for the 
CALH membership price of 
£30, which includes the coach, 
entry to the museum and the 
canal trip, a saving of 25% on 
the full price. 

This opportunity is also 
open to local WI members. 
Contact  info@calh.org.uk

Andrew Westwood-Bate

Treat yourself to some living history

This year  two annual sponsored 
events fall on the same weekend 
of 13th-14th September.

Walk, cycle ...

ON Saturday 13th September, it is the an-
nual Cambridgeshire Historic Churches Trust 
(CHCT) “Ride and Stride”. In 2008, the trust is 
celebrating its 25th anniversary and the award-
ing of £500,000 in grants and loans over that 
period. 

The event takes place from 10am-6pm and is 
your opportunity to cycle or walk between local 
churches. Half the sponsorship money raised 
goes to the church of your choice and the other 
half goes to the CHCT to help them give grants 
to churches and chapels of all denominations. 

Last year the ride raised £31,600 and Gift Aid 
brought in another £15,800. If you would like to 
take part or simply help out, please contact your 
local churchwarden or deanery organiser – see 
www.cambshistoricchurchestrust.co.uk/s-c-r.
htm for all the relevant information.

Likewise, if your church is in urgent need of 
repair, why not point out the CHCT website to 
your local churchwarden, where full details of the 
grants and interest-free loans can be found.

On Sunday 14th September, the 28th annual 
sponsored Hildersham and Balsham church 
cross-country horse ride takes place, beginning 
on the Rectory Farm paddock field, Hildersham 
at 8am with Holy Communion. Riders and horses 

... or ride

G. DYE & SONS
GENERAL BUILDER
MAINTENANCE & 

GROUNDWORK

39 The Grove
Linton
Cambridge
CB21 4UQ
Tel: 01223 892089
Mobile: 07961 342887

Free Estimates

 

 

 
 

N.C.H.QUALIFIED 
 

All garden maintenance including: 

 
Weeding – Mowing 

Hedge cutting - Turfing 

Garden clearance 

Shed /fence treatment 

Hard/soft landscaping 

 

 
For a friendly 

professional service  

please call: 
 

 
 

Darryl Tilling 
 

01223 892133 
or 

07981 904895 



 ITEMS FOR ADVERTISING MANAGER
Priority is given to  
Linton businesses 

Our advertising Manager is Judith Rouse 
email: adds@linton.info

ITEMS FOR THE EDITOR 
Can be put in the 

Linton News Box in the Post Office
Editor: Wendy Foster

 email: lneditor@linton.info
or phone 891626

THE LINTON NEWS
Next Publication Date 6th October 2008

DEADLINES for 
ADVERTS Monday 15th September 

NEWS ITEMS Friday 19th September

For distribution queries please 
contact:   Kate France 891602

CB21 4XN
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S/1284/08/F Ms J Latham, 22 Mill Lane, Linton. Summer house.
S/1368/08/F Mr R Papa, 22 Fairfield Way, Linton. Fencing.

The Way We Were
by Garth Collard

NEIL
CLAXTON

Professional Decorator
20 years experience

Interior & Exterior
Free Estimates
Tel: 893487

Mobile: 07724 073045
Email:

n.claxton925@btinternet.com

GLENWOOD
BOLTS & SCREWS LTD

SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY 
FASTENERS, FIXINGS & 

SILVERLINE TOOLS
Unit 2 Lintech Court

The Grip Industrial Estate, Linton 
Cambridge, CB21 4XN

Tel: 01223 892095 / 893931
Fax: 01223 894122

JUSTIN PEARSON
Reliable, High Quality 

Painter & Decorator
for Interiors & Exteriors 

Free Estimates
Tel 01223 565310

Mobile 0775 2469130

YOLE FARM 
BUTCHERS 

*
35-37 High Street, 
Balsham, Cambs.

Tel: 01223 893832
Family and 

Catering Butcher
All produce where ever 
possible is sourced from 
our own or local farms

ON one level, the highlight for me of our recent trip to Soshanguve 
township in Pretoria/Tshwane was this text message I received 
from the UK from my deputy head, as I stayed on in South Africa: 
“Back safe and sound. All collected.”

The relief that the trip had been a complete success was immense, 
but to focus on that emotional reaction would be to underplay the 
importance of our mission during what was an incredible fortnight. If 
you remember, 15 students, three teachers and one other adult were 
on the return leg of our exchange with the learners and educators at 
Boepathutse Secondary at the end of July. Our project was to rig the 
school up to a broadband internet connection and to train as many 
students as we could to ‘Google’ and create a ‘Word’ page.

The venture began well, each student carrying two miniature 
laptops through customs so that 33 in all arrived with us at Boe-
pathutse. A happy day was then spent changing plugs around and 
drilling holes so that all could be connected and then two less 
satisfactory days waiting for the telecom company to arrive. 

Eventually, Telecom got its act together and on the same day 
at 1.10pm South African time, we sent our first email back home 
to Linton village college. It was a champagne moment ... without 
the champagne.

From then onwards, things went swimmingly. Our students 
began to get over their initial culture shock and homesickness and 
I was really very proud of the way they rose to the challenges of 
the exchange. There is a satisfaction in knowing that, in a small 
way, you have made a difference to others and I know they will 
want to feel that excitement again. It’s a satisfaction they can now 
experience every time they email their exchange partner.

Caroline Derbyshire, Principal

The Derbyshire 
Post

I AM sure that all our readers 
will be delighted to hear that 
the Rivey Hill water tower has 
been awarded Grade II listing 
status by English Heritage. The 
parish council applied for this 
listing in order to preserve a 
building of special architectural 
and historic interest for future 
generations. English Heritage 
recognised the monumental 
presence and sculptural qual-
ity of the 12-sided brick exte-
rior and acknowledged that the 
tower was a striking example of 
Art Deco design.

It was built between 1935 
and 1936 as part of the South 
Cambs rural district council 
(SCRDC) scheme to supply 
mains water to Linton and the 
surrounding villages. In the 
1920s and 1930s, many of our 
villages were dependent on  
water tankers during the hot 
summer months when village 
wells dried up. 

The sanitary inspector at 
Shudy Camps in March 1935 
was told that the village pump 
had to be turned 160 times to 
obtain just two gallons of dirty 
water! In Hildersham, the vil-

The Rivey water tower

The mouse, the frog and the ‘pepperpot’ ...
lage well had a notice displayed 
on a brass plate stating that the 
water was unsuitable for drink-
ing. In May 1935, the inspector 
of nuisances visited Hilder-
sham and discovered a dead 
mouse floating on the surface 
and a live frog staring at it! 

The whole water scheme 
was estimated by SCRDC to 
cost £46,000 and, amazingly 
for local government, the final 
bill came in under budget at 
£42,623. A 100-metre borehole 
was sunk in Back Road close to 
the Hildersham boundary and 
a pumping station was built on 
the site. 

Booster pumps lifted the  
water extracted to the Rivey 
tower from where it was dis-
tributed to the surrounding 
villages through a network of 
43 miles of cast iron pipes. 
The brick- clad tower enclosed 
a cylindrical steel water tank 
supported by a steel girder 
framework. 

The tank itself held 87,500 
gallons and this supplied Lin-
ton’s water until 1963. The 
steel girders were transported 
to the Rivey by the Linton 

Haulage Company in their 
Bedford lorries. Paintins built 
the brickwork part of the tower 
which cost £3,788. The late 
George Morley worked on the 
tower and told me that when the 
bricks arrived from the London 
Brick Company, they were 
first dipped in tubs of water to 
strengthen them. 

As the tower building rose 
in height, local youths were 
tempted to climb the internal 
steel staircase. In July 1935, 
the rural council reported that 
boys had been seen on the roof 
of the tower which was then sur-
rounded by wooden scaffold-
ing. Barbed wire was placed at 
the staircase entry and a night 
watchman was appointed to 
guard the structure. The mains 

water scheme eventually sup-
plied more than 5000 people 
and was later extended to cover 
the land settlement at Abington 
and the local WW2 airfields, 
including Duxford. 

The provision of fresh water 
by October 1936 transformed 
life in the district and enabled 
the building of the village col-
lege in 1937. For many years 
the LVC badge depicted the 
water tower, which was known 
locally as ‘the pepperpot’. With 
the price of water about to rise, 
readers might look back with 
envy at the price customers paid 
in 1936; a mere 2.5p per 1000 
gallons. The tower is still in use 
today and part of a zonal sup-
ply managed by the Cambridge 
Water Company. 

Two builders 
pictured during 
the construction 
of the water 
tower; George 
Cracknell is on 
the left; but does 
anyone know 
who is on the 
right? If you do, 
please contact 
Garth on 892395

Picture supplied by 
Jim Cracknell

Going up: the tower during construction in 1935
Picture from Garth Collard’s collection

AKMD Ltd are looking to make 
a challenge at the top of the 
Linton Sunday Leisure League 
after a stunning 14-0 demolition 
of Blades United.

Babraham FC are the current 
stars of the show as their 3-0 
success over the Wonder Kids 
sees them sit a point clear at 
the top, and Linton Old Boys 

Goals galore in 
Leisure League

stormed to a 6-2 triumph over 
the Decent England Squad to 
record only their second victory 
of the season.

If anyone is interested in 
joining the Linton Leisure 
League, they can call 0845 
230 2340 or visit www.leisure-
leagues.net 

Adam Matthews

Benten & Co.
Chartered Certified Accountants

We are a friendly, well established firm, large enough to 
deal with most accountancy and taxation matters.

Please telephone for an initial consultation
(without obligation)

Abbey House, 51 High Street, Saffron Walden
Telephone 01799 523053

www.benten.co.uk
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published by the Parish 
Council with the support 

of the Linton News Team.
Parish Council Matters

Students
20% off

Special Kids
Prices

THE

ROOM
37 Bartlow Road, Linton

Tel: Pippa (01223) 890890
OPENING TIMES
Mon Closed
Tues 9-5 pm
Wed 9-7 pm
Thurs 9-7 pm
Fri 9-5 pm
Sat 9-3 pm

Senior Citizens
Tuesday & Wednesday

Late opening until 7 pm on
Wednesday & Thursday

Linton Community Sports Centre
- FITNESS SUITE -

PERSONAL TRAINING // HOLISTIC THERAPY
– TENNIS & NETBALL COURTS –

- FLOODLIT ‘3G’ ALL WEATHER FOOTBALL PITCH 
CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES

RANGE OF TERM, HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES & PARTIES

  01223 890248
Check out the latest info at: -

http://www.linton-sport-fitness.co.uk
TEL: 890433 Mob: 0777 375 8355

*Carpet Cleaning *Rugs *Stain Removal
*Car Valeting *Caravans *Motor Homes
*Upholstery Cleaning *Stain Protection
*Floor Cleaning / Scrubbing / Sealing / Polishing
*Pressure Washing of Patios Paths & Driveways
*Domestic Cleaning * Top Ups & One Off Cleaning
*Gutter / Fascia Cleaning

*Contract Office Cleaning (Flexible Options)

74 Bartlow Rd, Linton, Cambridge, CB21 4LY

ProClean
‘Your Complete Cleaning Solution’

Roses
Beauty Salon
W E S T  W R AT T I N G

Facials,  Electrolysis,  
Waxing, Manicures,  

Pedicures,  Massage, 
Eyelash Tint ,  Ear Piercing 

& Sun Bed. 
Mobi le service avai lable

Tel Carol
01223 290450

or 07796 333351

Rene Guinot  Agent

Made to Measure

CAPRI BLINDS
* Verticals * Roman *Roller *Pleated 

* Venetian *Wooden
CALL NOW FOR

free quotation - free measuring - free fitting
All in the comfort of your own home - we visit you
All Blinds are fully guaranteed Quality assured

Tel: 01223 894020
Website address www.capriblinds.co.uk

Soft Stuff
hand-made curtains, 

blinds, cushions 
and  lampshades
free home visit to 

discuss designs and 
fabrics

Call 01223 890808 
or 07967 045529

I REMEMBER as a child travelling to the seaside in the car and 
playing the game of ‘who can see the sea first’, I am sure many 
children did but those of us from Linton could play ‘who can see 
the tower first’ on the return journey. Even now over thirty years 
later seeing the water tower on the horizon when returning from 
holiday is a wonderful sight and heralds the return of home com-
forts and a decent cup of tea! The water tower is simply unique 
to Linton. I have never seen one like it.

My summer holidays were filled with walks up to the tower 
(although it did seem a lot further in those days) and one morn-
ing, we even walked up there to see the sun rise and listen to the 
dawn chorus while having a picnic breakfast – an experience I 
definitely recommend. 

People still use the water tower as a landmark and a recent 
visitor to the heights school commented that he knew he was 
heading in the right direction when he saw it. Can you imagine 
looking up at Rivey Hill and not seeing it? Although I am sure 
there are people in the village that remember the hill without its 
‘pepperpot’. 

When the Linton water tower scheme was put into motion 
in 1934, the more normative and cost-effective option would 
have been to commission a concrete water tower. Instead, South 
Cambridgeshire council chose the more expensive and labour-
intensive option of a brick tower probably because a concrete 
tower would have seemed out of place on Rivey Hill. For once the 
council got something right and the design of Linton water tower 
uniquely combines an internal core of steel girders and tank, with 
a brick envelope inspired in its plan form by polygonal concrete 

Protected for future generations

A view of the water tower as it is today
Picture submitted by Mike Gee

towers, and in its decorative detailing by the clean geometrical 
forms of art deco.

Walking home one day, I realised that the tower was not pro-
tected in anyway, which meant that one day Linton could lose its 
icon. So in June 2007, I took a proposal to the planning committee 
and we decided to make an application to English Heritage to 
have the tower listed as a building of special architectural interest 
which would make sure that it protected for future generations. To 
make the application we enlisted the help of Garth Collard who 
provided the historical background and members of the camera 
club who provided an array of photographs. It took nearly twelve 
months to hear whether we were successful but on the 24th July, 
the parish council received the news that the Secretary of State 
had decided to list the tower for the following reasons:-

Built in 1935-6 as part of the Linton water scheme, it is a 
striking example of art deco design

Unusually for its date, it was constructed in brick rather that 
concrete, in order to harmonise with the landscape

The dodecagonal brick exterior has a monumental presence, 
and a sculptural quality enhanced by the twelve tapering but-
tresses

The impressive buttressed interior contains an open structure 
of steel girders supporting the water tower

The tower has landmark value due to its prominent and exposed 
position on Rivey Hill.

Can we please pass on our thanks to Garth and the camera club 
for all their help, and of course to Paintin’s and the men who built 
a tower that gives us all recognition and inspiration.

Esther Cornell

ON the 31st July 2008 a speed 
limit reduction on the A1307 
was formally advertised in the 
local press. 

The reduction is from 60mph 
to 50mph between Linton 
(Granta garage end) to the start 
of the Dene Road dual car-
riageway. At the present time 
this short stretch is the only 
section being reduced follow-
ing a review of speed limits on 
the A1307. Other sections may 
be reduced in future but rely on 
the installation of engineering 
measures such as continuous 
ladder markings in the carriage-
way centre, traffic/pedestrian 
islands and possible junction 
realignments to name a few 
examples. These engineering 
measures will mean that there 
will need to be a financial outlay 
and therefore funding for these 
will need to be found.

It is a disappointing sce-
nario, that there has only been 
one reduction because there is 
still going to be ten speed limit 
changes between Abington and 
Haverhill and this is not an ho-
listic approach. There has also 
been concern at the way that the 
speed limits have been assessed 
and the calculations used. 

I appreciate that speed limit 
reduction is not favoured by 
all road users and I often hear 
the argument that there is noth-
ing wrong with the road, well 
obviously tarmac cannot be to 
blame and of course drivers 
must be responsible and take 
care and there are certainly 
many displays of poor driving 
on the road.

However, before people say 
there is nothing wrong with 
the road, I think we need to 
assess the risks that people 

have to take. Take a look at the 
Hildersham junction pictured 
in the 1970s, then consider the 
residents of the village today. 
To catch the bus they have to 
cross three lanes of traffic on a 
road that carries over 18,000 

vehicles a day travelling at 
60/70mph near a blind corner 
– that is not easy or safe. As 
the road has been upgraded the 
facilities for residents have not 
and that is one of the problems 
with the road. We know that 

the bus stop at Horseheath has 
been the scene of some devas-
tating accidents and thankfully 
they are now getting a refuge 
which will help the situation 
but it is far too late and these 
improvements have to rely on 
accident budgets which mean 
that people have to suffer before 
anything is done.

There is still a major prob-
lem for drivers when exiting 
the junctions, vehicle intervals 
are not great enough to allow 
for this to be done safely and 
people have to take too many 
risks. Each junction should 
have a roundabout or lights, 
but we have already been told 
that these improvements would 
cause congestion issues (or 
possibly be too expensive for 
budgets!) 

The answers for the A1307 
are certainly not easy and the 

considerable growth of traffic 
on the A1307 needs managing 
so that the risks for residents are 
reduced and this is one of the 
subjects to be discussed at the 
A1307 summit at Shire Hall.

Seven years ago at a meeting 
held by Linton parish council, 
we were all told that the reason 
why there had been no improve-
ments was that the road had not 
seen enough accidents – sadly 
they can no longer say that. 
There does need to be physical 
change on the road and resi-
dents do take too many risks but 
the responsibility must also be 
with the drivers to slow down 
and drive legally. The sound of 
sirens on the A1307 has become 
too familiar to the residents of 
Linton so please stay safe and 
take care. 

Esther Cornell

The A1307 Hildersham crossroads in the 1970s
Picture submitted by Esther Cornell

The latest on the A1307



ABBREVIATED minutes of the meeting of the parish council 
held at the Cathodeon Centre on Thursday 17th July 2008 com-
mencing atpm

Present:A Gore (chair), Ms E Cornell (vice chair), Mrs E Bald, 
Dr B Cox, S Daly, B Hammett, R Hickford, T Krarup, J Linsdell, 
G Potter, Dr J Rossiter, Dr V Urwin, Mrs S Parry (clerk to the 
council) County and District Councillor J Batchelor, District 
Councillor Mrs T Bear and Mrs K France (press) were in atten-
dance together with one member of the public. 

Public forum: Mr V Boyd said that the Bakers Lane-Horseheath 
Road and Rhugarve Gardens-Bartlow Road footpaths were virtu-
ally impassable due to various encroachments. The clerk agreed 
to forward his concerns to the county council. He also requested 
that a litter bin be sited at the Swan bus stop. The chair suggested 
that the request could be considered along with the future of the 
bus shelter at the next precept meeting; permission would be 
required from the district council.      

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Gee
Approval of the minutes of the meeting held on 3rd July 2008.  

Under item 56, Cllr Cox requested that the words “of a sub-
sequent meeting” be substituted for “for 17th July”. 

Under item 59 (venture playground), Cllr Hammett requested 
the words “single tyre on chain” be substituted for “aerial 
runway”

Cllr Rossiter proposed that subject to those amendments the 
draft minutes previously circulated be adopted as a true record 
of the meeting. The proposal was seconded by Cllr Hammett and 
agreed by the meeting. 
Matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held on 3rd 
July 2008.

The clerk confirmed that the vegetation from the mill to the 
A1307 was due to be cut by 27th July.

Cllr Cox asked that the notice board be designed so that a door 
could be added to the public area if necessary.  

Page 10 September 2008

 Councilminutescouncilminutescouncilminutescouncilminutes

Reg No. 34107

PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER - Estd. 1966
All aspects of Central Heating and Plumbing

Boiler Service & Maintenance
Bathroom Suites & Power Showers
Kitchen Installations - Tap Washers

Telephone 01223 892311

A & R
PLASTERING

All aspects of plastering 
undertaken:
   Plasterboarding
      Rendering
        No job too small
19 years experience
Free estimates

Linton based:     Mobile:
01223 890228    0774 8627920

HOME SELECTION
FREE MEASURING & 

ESTIMATING
All types of flooring 

available
Tel: 01223 893634

Mobile: 07885 173113

NRS CARPETS
 Opportunity awaits
We provide a professional and friendly recruitment serv-
ice to Haverhill and the surrounding villages. If you are 
looking for short term temporary work or if you are 
looking for the next step on your career ladder then 
call us today or email your CV to: jobs@cremrecruit-
ment.co.uk

www.cremrecruitment.co.uk
Contact Colin Saunders or Tom McKenzie 

on: 01440 708833

⇒ Industrial
⇒ Administration
⇒ Secretarial
⇒ Accounts
⇒ Sales
⇒ Customer Service
⇒ Engineering

MALLYON & DONALDSON
Linton

Specialising in both Modern and

Traditional building methods.

Tel: 01223 891267
Mob: 07941 220868

All contracts �nished to a high standard.
Reliable service. Local references available.

LINTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Linton Village Hall, Coles Lane, Linton, 

Cambridge CB21 4JS Tel: C. 891001 
 

Clerk to the Council – Mrs Sue Parry 
 Email: lintonpc@btconnect.com

Office hours : Monday 9am–12noon, & 
4–5.30pm, Tuesday–Friday 9am–12noon 

Or by appointment 
Dates for full Council meetings:

4th, 18th September 2nd, 16th October 2008
All meetings held at the Cathodeon Centre 

following the Public Forum commencing at 8pm

ABBREVIATED minutes of the meeting of the parish council 
held at the Cathodeon Centre on Thursday 3rd July 2008 com-
mencing at 8 pm

Present:A Gore (chair), Ms E Cornell (vice chair), Mrs E 
Bald, Dr B Cox, B Hammett, T Krarup, J Linsdell, G Potter, Dr 
J Rossiter, Dr V Urwin

Mrs S Parry (clerk to the council)  
Mrs K France (press) was also in attendance. 
Andrew Clark, Josephine Paterson and Kirsten Newble gave 

an interesting and very enjoyable presentation on behalf of Linton 
children’s book festival committee of the recent Bookfest. The 
council thanked the committee for their hard work and congratu-
lated them on the success of the event.

Apologies for absence were received from councillors Daly, 
Gee and Hickford.

Matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held on 19th 
June 2008. 

Cllr Cox asked for consideration of yellow lining on Symonds 
Lane to be placed on the agenda for a subsequent meeting. The 
clerk confirmed this would be done. Members were asked to pass 
views about the proposal to Cllr Cox
Reports from co-ordinators: 

Open spaces – Cllr Bald reported that the grass verge on the 
south side of Symonds Lane had not been cut. The clerk agreed 
to check the contract to establish which council was responsible 
for the verge.

The hedge on Mill Lane between the mill and the A1307 was 
protruding into the road making it dangerous. It was agreed that 
the clerk contact the highways department.

Recreation ground – Cllr Potter reported that the grass was 
not being cut regularly. The clerk confirmed that she had spoken 
to the contractors earlier in the week regarding this issue. Cllrs 
Potter and Krarup agreed to check the cutting of the various areas 
including the river and village college banks

Cemetery – Cllr Cornell reported that there had been a large 
demand recently for grave spaces and that there was a need to 
mark out another area of the cemetery to provide further plots. 

Remedial work was required in the old section of the cemetery 
to remove saplings and weeds. It was intended to lay a weed bar-
rier topped with gravel. Damaged or dangerous headstones on 
untended graves would be laid flat for safety and their preserva-
tion. It was hoped volunteers would undertake some of the work. 
It was agreed that notices of intent to carry out the work would 
be put up, and an article placed in Parish Matters.

It was hoped to formulate cemetery regulations prior to the 
next precept meeting

Venture playground – Cllr Hammett reported that the single 
tyre on a chain was out of action until new bolts were fitted. 
Some screws were missing on the skate ramp and these would 
be replaced.

Churchyard – Cllr Cox reported that more volunteers had 
joined the ‘Monday gang’. 

A1307 – The highways department was taking no action to 
remove the pedestrian refuge at Gt Abington as it considered the 
accidents there were caused by driver error.

Allotments – An informal discussion had taken place between 
Cllrs Gore, Cornell and Linsdell and the Balaam family.  The 
family would be contacting the district council for advice and 
information. 
Notice board at Swan Bridge

The clerk reported that both notice boards at the Swan bridge 
needed replacing; accessing the existing boards was difficult and 
a health and safety risk. The boards could be placed behind or 
in front of the railings, for which the county council had given 
verbal permission. Cllr Bald proposed that subject to planning 
permission a double board be obtained, one side for the parish 
council as per the quotation already received and the other side 
open for public use. The proposal was seconded by Cllr Urwin 
and agreed unanimously by the meeting. 

Cambridgeshire community foundation, community life 
awards – Cllr Rossiter reported on an opportunity for grant fund-

ing of up to £20,000, for the enhancement of public spaces and 
amenities, for the conservation of particular species and habitats, 
and for the maintenance and restoration of places of worship and 
buildings of historic importance. Councillors were asked to bring 
forward suggestions to the next meeting.      
Staff training on AppleMac

The clerk had investigated options for training, which were 
costly. It was agreed to contact the Linton News team asking for 
their help and if that was not possible to advertise in the village.
Correspondence received and for discussion

Linton WI asking for a proposed date for a replacement bus 
shelter with seats at the Swan bridge. It was agreed the request 
be considered at the next precept meeting.      

Cllr Bald reported that some drivers were flouting the one 
way system, especially on Back Road between Balsham Road 
and Coles Lane.

Cllr Linsdell expressed concern regarding traffic exiting into 
the High Street from Balsham Road.

Concerns were expressed regarding the amount of signage on 
the village college fence.

Cllr Hickford reported that a fourth meeting had taken place 
with the youth group at Linton village college. A report would 
be issued for the meeting of 7th August.   

Cllr Bald reported that cars had been broken into and vandal-
ised in the Symonds Lane area, but not reported to the police. 
She urged residents to report all incidents.

District councillor Bear reported that a drop in session had 
recently taken place regarding housing futures and the possible 
transfer of the council’s housing stock to a housing association. 
A shadow board comprising tenants, councillors and individual 
members would be formed to take over the district council’s role 
if the proposed transfer was taken forward. In response to a ques-
tion from Cllr Hickford regarding parish council funding, Cllr 
Batchelor said that LA4Y had provided 52.5 hours per month of 
family support work within the Linton catchment. 

To consider implementing yellow lines on Symonds Lane at 
the Hillway end. It was agreed that a final decision on this matter 
should be taken when the necessary information had been gath-
ered. It was agreed that the traffic working party should meet to 
pursue the matter generally.

Cambridgeshire community foundation, community life award 
grants – forwarded from meeting of 3rd July. Cllr Bald had circu-
lated a report on behalf of the cemetery working party regarding 
various proposals for the improvement of the cemetery. The overall 
scheme was agreed by the council (subject to consultation with 
SCDC officers) and it was agreed that Cllr Bald could seek other 
opportunities for grant aid. 

Cllr Cox said that the repair of the flint walls in the church-
yard was another possible project for funding. The clerk would 
enquire if making several requests for funding would jeopardise 
the successful outcome of the requests. 

Cllr Hickford had circulated ideas for two signs on the recre-
ation ground. It was agreed that subject to advice from the county 
council the signs should read:

“Public Footpath - Authorised Vehicles Only
CCTV in operation on this recreation ground
By order of Linton Parish Council”

One to be fixed to the gate from Meadow Lane and the other to 
a metal post approx 5’ above ground level on the left hand side 
of the path. It was confirmed that authorised users meant key 
holders. It was agreed that the clerk obtain quotes. 

It was reported that during recent events, cars had parked on 
the grass just inside the Meadow Lane gate.The car park working 
party was asked to arrange a meeting. 
Correspondence received and for discussion. 

Linton churches together re transfer of funding – Concerns 
were raised as to whether the money would be used solely within 
or for the benefit of Linton children or for a wider catchment area 
or a national fund. It was agreed that the clerk contact the group 
and report back.                                                                   

J Bristow, Cambridgeshire county council, requesting permis-
sion to use the recreation ground on Wednesday evenings during 
the summer holidays for youth work. The request was agreed, 
subject to no vehicles being brought on to the recreation ground, 
that all litter be collected and removed and that no activities take 
place on or near to the cricket square. 

Linton News, annual accounts. Cllr Cox congratulated the 
Linton News team on maintaining a healthy bank balance.

Cambridgeshire county council legal services re stopping up 
of road at Flaxfields and diversion of footpath. It was agreed that 
there was insufficient information to enable the council to respond.  
It was agreed that the chair should contact the county council.              

Cllr Potter reported that:
The door at the end of the pavilion had been bricked up.
He had cut back the hedge by the Meadow Lane gate post.
Cllr Cornell said that the recent crime reduction questionnaire 

was misleading when asking for comments regarding groups 
hanging around the streets. 

The meeting closed at 9.35pm
Note: Copies of reports and documents referred to above can 

be inspected at the council’s office. 


