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LINTON DIARY
To guarantee entry into this diary please ensure that your

event is written into the diary in the Post Office.
Details of items in bold type may be found elsewhere in this edition.

You may also send an email with your event details to
diary@linton.info, or use the form on www.linton.info

WEEKLY
Junior badminton, 10am-12noon Sundays Sports Centre
Adult tennis coaching, Sundays (call 07791 150141)  SC
Slimming World, 7.30pm Mondays      Cathodeon Centre
Pilates, 10 and 11.15am Mondays  Village Hall
Whist drive, 7.30pm Mondays  VH
Men’s keep fit club, 8pm Mondays and Wednesdays                 SC
Ladies’ netball, 7-9pm Mondays                                             SC
WEA, 10am Tuesdays  VH
Linton chess club, 7.30pm Tuesdays                            CC
Tae Kwon Do, 6-8pm Tuesdays and Thursdays                  SC
Ladies’ badminton, 8-10pm Tuesdays  SC
IT club, 7pm Tuesdays  CC
Linton radio race car club, 6-10pm Wednesdays  VH
Linton theatre workshop, Wednesdays (call 892076)
Tots-in-Tow, 10-11.30am Wednesdays in term time  VH
LVC badminton club, 8-10pm Thursdays  SC
Carpet bowls, 7.30pm Thursdays  VH
Children’s trampolining, 3.30-4.30pm and 4.30-5.30pm Thursdays  SC
Junior basketball, 6-7pm Fridays  SC
Bridge club, 7pm Fridays  CC
Tap dancing, 7.15-8pm Fridays  VH
Granta badminton club, 8-10pm Fridays  SC
Adult social tennis, 2-3pm Saturdays   SC
Boxercise/dance aerobics/TTB/spinning,   7-8pm various days,

                                 (call 890248) SC
MARCH

  3 Farmers’ market, 9.30am LVC
  3 Dads and tots, 9.30am VH
  6 SCDC housing surgery, 10-11.30am VH
  6 WI, 7.30pm VH
  7 Lent lunch, 12noon-2pm 4 Fairfield Way
  7 Reading group, 8pm Dog and Duck
  9 Football club race night,  7.30pm  Football Pavilion
10 Guides’ jumble sale, 2pm Infant School
11 Woodland tidy-up, 10.30am Pocket Park
11 Camera club, 10am Coles Lane car park
13 VIP group, 2pm Chalklands
13 Gardening club, 7.30pm VH
14 Lent lunch, 12noon-2pm 10 Symonds Lane
15 ACE lunch, 12noon Chalklands
15 Parish council meeting, 8pm CC
16 Linton Granta playgroup, ladies’ night, 8pm LVC
17 Chalklands’ spring bazaar, 10am Chalklands
17 Linton music society concert, 7.30pm St Mary’s
19 Hildersham WI AGM, 7.30pm Hildersham VH
20 SCDC housing surgery, 10-11.30am VH
20 Historical society, 7.30pm VH
21 Lent lunch, 12noon-2pm 8 The Furrells
21 CAMTAD, hearing help, 9am-12noon Health Centre
22 Swimming pool meeting, 8pm CC
24 Dads and tots, 9.30am VH
25 Stainer’s Crucifixion, 6pm St Mary’s
28 Police surgery, 2pm Library
28 Linton theatre workshop casting session, 7.30pm LVC
31 Horseheath races, 2pm By-pass racecourse
31 The Mounthoolies, 9pm King’s Head, Hadstock

APRIL

  4 Lent lunch, 12noon-2pm Chalklands
  5 Luncheon club, 12.15pm Crown Inn
  5 Parish council meeting, 8pm  CC

Refuse collection: 5th , 19th March, 2nd April
Recycling collection: 12th and 26th March

Library times: Monday Closed; Tuesday 10.30am-1pm,
2pm-5pm; Wednesday 2pm-5pm, 6pm-8pm; Thursday
Closed; Friday 10.30am-1pm, 2pm-5pm, 6pm-8pm; Saturday
10am-12noon.

IT’S crunch time for the Linton Area Pool Project. The plan to
provide a swimming pool for people in the Linton area was

launched in the 1990s for the second time (there had been earlier
attempts from the 50s to 80s) and has been dragging on ever
since. Now an extraordinary meeting of the pool project (LAPP),
which is a registered charity, has been called for 8pm Thursday
March 22nd in the Cathodeon Centre.

Joan Smith, who has been with the project from the start, said:
“This is a make or break meeting. If we cannot find enough new
people to take things forward and raise the money needed, the
project will die. It’s as simple as that.”

Since the beginning of the project, various hurdles have been
encountered along the way – mainly the withdrawal of Lottery
support for large projects and the tightening of local authority
purse strings. But the land for the pool is still there – between
the village college and the Granta school. Both establishments
are keen for the pool to go ahead but can offer no financial
support.

Over the years surveys have been done, indicating 80% public
support for a pool … and an architect has drawn up plans for a
two-storey building with disabled access, which include the
pool, a café and bar with kitchen, a games room with possible
facilities for pool and table tennis, and a public meeting room.

The cost will be £1 million – £850,000 for the pool and
£150,000 for contingencies.

At the LAPP meeting on March 22nd, the motion before
villagers will be as follows:

“Failing the election of officers as required by the LAPP
constitution, it is resolved by those present representing the
village that:

1) the Linton Area Pool Project charity be dissolved and the
Charity Commissioners notified

2) all monies after the payment of outstanding bills be trans-
ferred to Linton parish council to be applied to recreation projects

3) the papers generated by the project be deposited with the
Cambridgeshire county record office.

Any member of the public may attend the meeting and may
vote.

Joan Smith said: “In the present climate, money will have to
come principally from community effort. But a professional
community fund-raiser has advised me how the £1 million could
be raised within five years.  It just needs new people to drive it
forward.

“If the LAPP is to survive, we need a new committee with new
enthusiasm. Maybe such people can be found among newcomers

A case of sink or swim

THE Historical society,
with support from the
parish council and help
from the district council’s
Arts Development officer, is
planning to build on the
success of  the recent
publication of ‘Linton in
Pictures’ by producing a
leaflet with an illustrated

FREE fresh air, exercise and
excellent company are
available to anyone willing
to contribute to the good of
the community by helping the
Linton Woodland, Water and
Wildlife group; it should be a
winning formula!

The parish council has
arranged for the grass
cutting gang to do some
winter maintenance in the
Pocket Park so the main
paths around the meadows
are now much more user-
friendly.

Inevitably the recent gales
have taken their toll on one
of the lovely old willows and
although this will be sawn up
by professionals, there will
be a lot of debris to clear up.

to the area. There are plenty of detailed feasibility studies and
technical information in good order in the supporting paperwork
for a new committee to build on.”

LNT

Plans include a café/bar, meeting room and games room
Plans supplied by Pinelog Ltd.

A Heritage Trail for Linton

 Pocket Park to get a
timely spring-clean

THERE were no sales last month but a Sega Mega Drive II and
two games are available for offers of £10 or more, as well as the
pale grey computer work station with two shelves, slide-out
keyboard shelf and extension. A family-size slow cooker, cat
basket, Black & Decker sheet sander, two heart-shaped lockets
and silver padlock and an Epson printer with external CD
rewriter are also on offer. All enquiries please to Kate France, or
email katefrance@linton48.freeserve.co.uk  All profits go to a
village or national charity chosen by the donor of the item. All
enquiries please to:

Kate France 891602

Too good for jumble …
THE next concert features
guitarist Morgan Szymanski
performing in St Mary’s
church, Linton at 7.30pm on
Saturday 17th March.

An evening of Mediterra-
nean and Latin American mu-
sic for solo guitar will in-
clude works by the Spanish
composers Albeniz and
Tarrega and music from

map of the Linton conser-
vation areas.

It will show the location
of the most important
buildings and houses and
suggest a route or routes to
follow so that they can all
be viewed in the course of a
short walk around the
village.

It is not intended to be
an elaborate or costly
leaflet, and the style and
illustration favoured by
the group planning it
would be line drawings
interspersed with text
arranged around the
route.

We know that Linton

has a rich seam of artistic
talent and graphic design-
ers, and would love to find
some residents who would
like to get involved with the
project.

If you are interested in
helping, please get in touch
with:

Garth Collard 892395

Music Society
LINTON

Very important ‘News’

Anyone willing to lend a
hand on Sunday 11th March
should meet at the entrance
to the Pocket Park (Leadwell
Meadow) at 10.30am.

Make sure you are wearing
warm old clothes, boots,
gloves and sporting secateurs,
if you have them.  We look
forward to having your help.

Judy Rossiter 891383

Mexico, Paraguay and Argen-
tina.

Born in Mexico City in
1979, Morgan Szymanski stud-
ied in Amsterdam and London
before becoming the first solo
guitarist to be selected by the
Young Concert Artists’ Trust
in London. He was recently
awarded a junior fellowship at
the Royal College of Music.

Tickets are available at the
door or from Sweet Talk News,
77 High Street (893480). For a
brochure for the whole season
or concert tickets, please con-
tact:
Brian Conochie 894460 or

Sally Plummer 897983

 Escape March winds
with warm Latin music

THE deadlines for the April edition of the Linton News
are as follows: Monday 5th March for advertisements
and Friday 9th March for articles. This change is to
ensure that we can deliver a full colour edition to
celebrate the completion of our 20th year.

                                                         LNT

HAVE you ever thought of recycling your old mobile phone
or inkjet cartridges while helping OXFAM at the same time?
Well, you can pick up free recycle bags to do just that at your own
Linton Co-op store.

Trisha Bear

Recycle, recycle, recycle

Linton Guides
Jumble sale
Saturday

10th March
2pm Infant School

Is Linton
willing to
work for
its pool?



March 2007

PLODDING
ALONG ...

A round-up
of police

matters in
Linton
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A & R
PLASTERING
All aspects of plastering 
undertaken:
   Plasterboarding
      Rendering
        No job too small
19 years experience
Free estimates

Linton based:     Mobile:
01223 890228    0774 8627920

Local Ironing 
Service

Reasonable rates:
  • Charged per hour or per kilo
  • You decide
Collection & delivery available
Call Carolyn on:

  01223 891762

Fast friendly 
ironing service

BED AND
BREAKFAST

at
THE OLD BAKERY
WEST WRATTING

CAMBRIDGE
CB1 5LU

Also cottage to rent for holidays,
weekends and short-term breaks.

(situated at West Wratting)
Sleeps six people

Tel: David or Carol
(01223) 290492

CHIMNEY

SWEEP

J. L. WIGHT
Guild of Master
Sweeps.

Fully Insured

Qualified advice / 
problems solved.

Certificates issued.

01954 782284
20 Rampton Drift, Longstanton

LINTON PAVING
COMPANY

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

BLOCK PAVING & GRAVEL
DRIVES, PATIOS, FENCING,
INTERNAL & EXTERNAL

PAINTING,
GENERAL REPAIRS.
NO JOB TOO SMALL.

LOCAL, RELIABLE AND
 FRIENDLY  SERVICE.
FREE QUOTATIONS

Tel: 01223 890060

07765 594398

lintonpaving@aol.com

G. DYE & SONS
GENERAL BUILDER

MAINTENANCE & 

GROUNDWORK

39 The Grove

Linton

Cambridge

CB1 6UQ

Tel: 01223 892089

Mobile: 07961 342887

Free Estimates

 The Station House, Station Road

Morning, Afternoon, Lunch and 

Late Stay Sessions, 9am to 4pm 

during term time for children 

aged 2 to 5.

Pre-School sessions, to prepare 

for infant school. Holiday Clubs 

run during school holidays.

High staffing ratio, quality care.

  For further information ring:

  Marion:  897945 (school hours) 

  Jane:  503972 (at other times)

Little Hands 
Nursery School 
Linton

NEIL

CLAXTON

Professional Decorator
20 years experience

Interior & Exterior
Free Estimates

Tel: 893487
Mobile: 07724 073045

Email:
n.claxton925@btinternet.com

HOME SELECTION

FREE MEASURING & 

ESTIMATING

All types of flooring 
available

Tel: 01223 893634

Mobile: 07885 173113

NRS CARPETSChippy’s
Fish & Chips

Fresh fish daily Cod fillet, Plaice fillet, Rock eel,
Skate wings, Haddock fillet.

Scampi, BBQ Chicken, Pukka Pies, Burgers, Chicken Nuggets,
Saveloys, Sausages. Mushy Peas, Curry Sauce.

Call us to place an order on 07821866602
Also at Balsham Wednesday Night 5.00- 7.30

Now in Linton
Every Thursday 5.00 - 7.30pm
Outside of Linton Junior School
Wheatsheaf Way

Cornerstone

Community

Church

Meets at the

Cathodeon Centre

10.30am Sundays

Everyone welcome

www.lintoncornerstone.org

IF anyone is being abused, threatened, or physically or sexually
assaulted by a partner, former partner or a family member, that
is domestic violence.

As well as actual physical violence, domestic violence can
also involve a wide range of abusive and controlling behaviour
including threats, harassment, physical attacks, financial control
or emotional abuse.

There is a range of organisations which  can help:
** A freephone 24-hour domestic violence helpline is on 0808

2000 247; Women’s Aid has a 24-hour local helpline on 460947
and a website at www.womensaid.org.uk

** For men in abusive relationships, there is a number for
advice or enquiries on 0845 064 6800

** Broken Rainbow  on 07812 644914 provides a forum for
Lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender domestic violence

** There is also the Cambridge and South Cambs domestic
violence forum www.safeathome.org.uk, and the Cambridge-
shire Constabulary domestic violence co-ordinators on 0845 456
4564.

Remember that in an emergency, you should always dial 999.

DIRECTIONS  Plus is a registered charity working for disabled
and  older  people and their carers  living in Cambridgeshire.  We
provide free, confidential and impartial information and advice
on all disability and access issues.

We cover discrimination, direct payments and independent
living,  entitlements, including help in challenging decisions,
holidays and leisure, residential and respite care.

We provide advice to companies and individuals about em-
ployment, the Disability Discrimination Act and Disability
Equality training.

There is also information  in  factsheets,  newsletters and on
our websites, start-up and infrastructure services for forums of
disabled people, work experience and training.

Contact us at:
1 Orwell Furlong, Cowley Road,
Cambridge CB4 0WY
Telephone advice line: 569600
E-mail: info@directions-plus.org.uk
www.directions-plus.org.uk
or www.disabilitycambridgeshire.org.uk

Hilary Gorton, information manager

FIREFIGHTERS had a busy time in the month of Decem-
ber dealing with a number of small fires in kitchens,

mainly attributable to people leaving their cooking
unattended.

Commenting on a high percentage rise in this type of
incident, community fire safety officer Mark Taylor of South
Cambs district, Cambridgeshire fire and rescue service, said:
“The kitchen is the most dangerous room in the house and
over 60% of domestic fires start there. We must stay vigilant
and remember that fire starts when our attention stops.

“Our concern is that chip pan and hot fat fire accidents are
an all too regular occurrence.  Quite often, all you need is an
interruption like a telephone call or someone calling at your
door and, as you answer, the pan can be bubbling away and
forgotten about.”

Mark continued: “Hot fat fires are a prime example of
situations where we can make major improvements through
education. You should be aware of the following:

** “If you discover a chip pan fire call the fire and rescue
service on 999 immediately.

** “Don’t take risks. Only tackle the fire if it is in its early
stages and you feel it is safe to do so. Have a clear escape
route

** “Never think of moving the pan
** “Turn off the source of heat, if this can be done without

placing yourself at risk
** “Cover the pan with a lid or a dampened tea towel,

being careful to protect the hands
** “The pan should be left for a minimum of 30 minutes to

allow the oil to cool
** “The lid or damp tea towel should not be removed, as

this will almost certainly cause re-ignition
** “Under no circumstances should you use water on a chip

pan, as this will cause it to explode into a fireball, spreading
the fire and causing severe burns to anyone nearby

** “In the first instance, never have a chip pan more than a
third full of oil or fat, and n ever be tempted to cook with it
after drinking  alcohol.”

To close, Mark said: “Repeatedly attending fires and seeing
people make the same mistakes places a responsibility on us
to communicate the risk of death and injury.

“We hope that by working with people at local and national
level, we will start to see a reduction in these preventable
accidents.”

Pauline Fawcett
South Cambs District Administrator

Cambridgeshire Fire & Rescue Service
Tel: 376253, mobile: 07717 858173

e-mail pauline.fawcett@cambsfire.gov.uk

THIS  is my final report for the LintonNews as I am leaving
in the week starting 5th March to join the  Essex Constabulary.
PCSO Dan Piper will be taking over the column.

Graffiti:
We are seeing an increase in this type of criminal damage

around the village so we would be very interested in finding
out which “tags” belong to certain groups or individuals.
Please contact us if you have any information as we are keen
to catch those responsible and  will  be checking  school books
for familiar signs, symbols and handwriting.

Staff changes:
After I leave, PC Addison Atkinson and PCSO Piper will

be here for you to contact with any queries or concerns. We
would appreciate it if you could update your mailing lists with
Dan’s email address: daniel.piper@cambs.pnn.police.uk

There will be a police surgery at 2pm on 28th March at the
Linton library in the Cathodeon Centre. Thank you for your
support.

Dawn Bamford
Linton Neighbourhood Policing Team

How to get help if
you suffer from

domestic violence?

Disabled or elderly? Try
Directions Plus for advice

Take care
in the kitchen

Les Westlake
07929 501101
01223 892866

Man for hire, for those jobs you can’t or don’t want to
do.Anything and everything considered, inside or out.

No job too big or small.

HANDYMAN

Reliable, honest, trustworthy, over
30 years self employed, the last 23

years as a newsagent.
Avoid the rogue traders give
LES a ring. Virtually every
power tool at my disposal

from screwdriver to pick up van.

CAMBRIDGE Campaign for Tackling Acquired Deafness
(CAMTAD) runs hearing-help sessions where volunteers clean,
check and re-tube NHS hearing aids and advise on regular
maintenance and best listening conditions. They also loan out
equipment and  can help  with  hearing doorbells, telephone, tele-
vision and household alarms.

Training courses cover information on the ear, types and
causes of deafness, NHS hearing aids, procedures for assess-
ment, communication  methods and so on.

A training course for new volunteers to help the hearing
impaired starts  on Tuesday 17th April and will run for six weeks.
If you are interested in the course or would like to discuss it
further, please phone or fax Sue Hempstead or Sue Magee on
416141 or write to Sue Hempstead at 8A Romsey Terrace,
Cambridge, CB1 3NH.

We welcome hearing impaired  volunteers  on the course, and
a loop system is provided. We particularly  need  volunteers in the
Linton area.

Training is compulsory for our volunteers but there is
no obligation to volunteer at the end of the course. Further
details of the charity can be found on our website at
www.copag.members.beeb.net/copmoc/camtad.htm

Sue Hempstead, organiser

Could you become a
CAMTAD volunteer?

WE are a group of volunteers with the aim of befriending and
encouraging the less able over 60s in Linton and enabling them
to access services and facilities, if needed. The group is called
LIFE, which stands for Linton Initiative For the Elderly.

We are recognised by the Cambridgeshire Care Network and
all our volunteers have undergone CRB checks. Our intention is
to complement  existing groups working with the over 60s in
Linton, such as ACE, Helping Hands, the Mobile Warden, and
the VIP group. In order to launch the scheme and  raise funds, we
are holding a fashion show supported by Edinburgh Woollen
Mill, as well as a sale of handicrafts etc in  the village hall on the
morning of Saturday 14th April. Admission is free and there will
be tea and coffee available.

Miriam and Geoff Reynolds  892645

What is LIFE after 60? Pre-school assistant required
WEST Wickham Pre-School needs a new play assistant to
help with the education of children aged from two years to

school age.
We are looking for an enthusiastic person, experienced and

qualified in childcare, preferably to CACHE or NVQ level 2.
There will be an opportunity to train further in nursery care

and education. The job is five mornings a week, in West
Wickham Village Hall from 9am to 12.30pm during school

term times. Pay will be according to qualifications
and experience.

If you’re interested, please contact Lynn Dicks at 96 High
Street West Wickham for a job description and application

form. Email: lynn.dicks@writingscience.co.uk, Tel. 290711
The deadline for applications is Wednesday 14th March.

Interviews will be held on Thursday 22nd March.
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A & T Groundworks Ltd
FRIENDLY SERVICE   LARGE & MINI DIGGERS FOR HIRE

Call Ashley on 01799-520298 - Mobile 07803745637

DRIV
ES &

PATIO
S

HOME 

IMPROVEMENTS

HOUSE 

EXTENSIONS

PAINTING 

DECORATING

PLUMBLINE
Plumbing & Heating

RELIABLE COMPETITIVE
FRIENDLY SERVICE

Linton 
01223 893903

Don’t delay call today

A.J. COPELAND & CO.
Chartered Accountants, Linton

Audit, Accountancy, Tax and Consultancy Services

for Business and Individuals

Computerised Self Assessment Tax Return Service

For FREE initial consultation phone 

01799 506602 

BLJ
CONTRACTS

ALL TILING WORK UNDERTAKEN

TERRACOTTA,
CERAMIC, MARBLE,

QUARRY TILES
NO JOB TOO SMALL
ESTIMATES FREE

Tel: 01223 891372

CHRIS FLETCHER
CARPENTRY & BUILDING MAINTENANCE

KITCHEN & BATHROOM FITTING, 

DOORS & WINDOWS REPLACED 

PATIOS & LANDSCAPING 

CONSERVATORIES

GARAGE CONVERSIONS

For information or quotation:

01223 897233

07775 538095

ASWW
INSTALLATIONS
Domestic & business
telephone/Sky/broadband

extensions moved,
supplied & repaired
Internal & external 

cabling

Tel: 07990 898389

Dear Editor
The growing volume of
letters in both the Linton
News and various local
newspapers and newsletters
concerning the carnage on
the A1307, suggests there is
an increasing acceptance of
the view long held by the
police and safety organisa-
tions such as the Royal
Society for the Prevention of
Accidents that whilst the road
may not be the best, drivers
are the root cause of the vast
majority (if not all) of the
accidents on it. Accom-
panying this recognition that
we, the drivers, are at fault,
there appears to be a growing
clamour for greater control of
the traffic on this road by
speed limits, speed (accident
reduction) cameras, white
lines, etc.
It occurs to me that, as we
already have a plethora of
rules, regulations, codes of
conduct, road signs, mark-
ings, etc which those who
cause the accidents are
clearly either too stupid or
arrogant to abide by, adding
more would have no signifi-
cant benefit.
Indeed, I suggest that until
such time as our police are
able or willing to enforce
those laws/rules we already
have and our judiciary are
able or willing to ensure that
offenders are given punish-
ments which truly reflect the
severity of their offences
(remembering that all too

frequently the victims of road
accidents are not the ones
who caused them), any
extension of speed limits,
cameras, signs and white
paint would be a flagrant
misuse of taxpayers’ money.
That said, I also share the
view that excess speed in
places and/or conditions
where it is clearly inappropri-
ate is a major contributor to
the carnage we all complain
about. However, I favour the
approach – used successfully
in numerous small villages –
of ‘traffic calming’ tech-
niques to slow the idiots who
appear unwilling to abide by
the rules.
Clearly road narrowing and
speed ramps are inappropri-
ate for the A1307; however, I
suggest that small traffic
roundabouts at every major
road junction between
Haverhill and Four
Wentways would have the
desired effect. Additionally,
they would provide safer
access and exit routes at these
junctions.
Undoubtedly, this suggestion
will raise concerns about
cost, general slowing of
traffic speeds and the
A1307’s status as the princi-
pal Cambridge-Colchester
route.
In respect of the cost issue, I
suspect that a simple mini-
roundabout costs far less than
a modern speed camera if the
total cost of purchasing,
installing, maintaining and
using such a camera to catch
offenders is considered.
In respect of an overall
reduction in traffic speed, a

Mini-roundabouts could be
answer to A1307 carnage

Dear Editor
Venetia, Sheila and Ron Carder wish to thank all friends,
neighbours and residents of Crabtree Croft who gave so
generously for the floral tribute for Olive, ‘Mrs Sumsion’.
The remainder of the money has been sent to the Salvation
Army as requested.
Thank you to all.
Ron and Sheila Carder, Crabtree Croft

Shame on
this selfish

driver
Dear Editor
After attending a funeral at St
Mary’s church on Friday 9th

February, we were progress-
ing at 1.15pm up Coles Lane
to the cemetery, with the
vicar and the undertaker
walking in front of the
hearse.
Imagine our disgust when, at
the village hall, we were
overtaken on the left-hand
side of the road by a man in a
blue car, which mounted the
pavement and overtook
everyone, and then turned
right towards Balsham Road.
I hope the culprit reads this
and is thoroughly ashamed of
himself. By the way, he was
50-60 years old.
I was so appalled (as were
my companions) I had to put
pen to paper.
Jean Whitby, Chalklands

Dear Editor
I am a Linton resident who is
looking for a house exchange,
but now that the council has
moved and they only do a
housing surgery every two
weeks, it has become very
difficult to get to look at the
housing exchange register.
Is there any way that the
Linton News could do a
section every month on this?
People could write in with the
details of the house they want
to move from and details of
the area and bedrooms they
are looking for.
The Linton News covers a
large area and I feel this
could be a real help to
families like mine and many
more. I am happy to help with
the section if you think it
would be helpful.
Mags Hill, 891896
(by email)

Housing
 exchange

Glories of India take the
chill off a cold evening

Pictures from the past

A WARM meeting of the Linton WI on a very cold night
was enhanced by a film show of India when Peter Richards
from Duxford showed slides from two of his holidays.

Entitled Glories of India, the show included beautiful build-
ings, beautiful flowers and beautiful people.

But poverty was always very evident; the traders trying to sell
anything in the streets and others with nothing. The highlight was
wonderful film of a boat trip on the Ganges.

This February meeting was an open one. There were husbands
and friends and new members, and all agreed with Anne Harmer
when she thanked Mr Richards for coming.

There was a display of Indian souvenirs brought by members.
The second display of the evening was the 25 premature baby
vests knitted by members for the Rosie Hospital.

Next month’s meeting at 7.30pm on Tuesday 6th March is in
the village hall when there will be a talk entitled Light among the
Trees, by Peter Beale.

Ann Simpkin, 892090

AT our January meeting, members of the Hildersham WI
were transported back in time by Mr Trevor Burlingham
and his magic lantern, which would have entertained
audiences of the past with its fascinating and magical

scenes, along with stories and humorous jokes.
Magic lanterns were first used by magicians to enhance some

of their tricks. Their use has also been found recorded in Samuel
Pepys’ diary, dating as far back as the 1660s.

We were enchanted by a charming little story of Mr Long and
Mr Short which would have amused audiences of the time.

Sadly, the lantern shows lost their appeal with the introduction of
moving films, although they continued to be used in churches for
some time after this to enhance the sermons. Mr Burlingham told us
how he first became interested in the magic lantern when he found
one with the original slides in a Thetford church.

He was able to show us pictures from slides of Old Thetford
before some of the buildings were destroyed, giving clear and
detailed views of the area and the people of the 1900s.

Our next meeting at 7.30pm on 19th March  at Hildersham village
hall will be the AGM, followed by members giving short talks along
with a photo or two of an interesting holiday experience.

Visitors are invited to come and enjoy the evening with us and
will be made very welcome.

Pamela Parris

Springtime in a Kent garden

Post and email addresses and deadline for letters are on Page 8. Please note: all letters for publication must be supplied
with a full name and address to enable us to check authenticity. Letters may be edited.
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Readers write ...... Readers write ...... Readers write ......

OUR THANKS

Bed &
Breakfast

Denise Kiddie

27, High Street, 
Linton

Tel 01223 893478

Large ground 
floor room

with king size bed
Families welcome

ST MARY’S church choir in
Linton is still seeking new
members, especially so with
a performance of Stainer’s
Crucifixion coming up at the
church on Sunday 25th March.

 Choir director David Parry-
Smith would also like to apolo-
gise to the owners of phone
number 894175. He gave that
number by mistake last month
instead of his, which is 894715.

Jeanne Boutal-Chapman

Still looking
for new voices

FANCY a day-out to visit an
enchanting garden in the beau-
tiful Weald of Kent? That’s
what’s on offer on Wednesday
2nd May  when Linton WI is
organising a coach trip to the
artists garden at Marle Place,
where planting and art com-

bine to create a surprise round
every corner. Part of the day
will include a stop at the his-
toric Pantiles in Tunbridge
Wells. All are welcome; book-
ing details and more informa-
tion from:

 Bel Griffiths 894149.

smooth flow at a modest
speed is often more effective
in shifting large volumes of
traffic than the stop-start
problems encountered when
high-speed flows meet
obstacles (witness the way
that troubled parts of the M25
are now being managed).
In respect of the A1307’s
status, I believe that it is no
longer considered the main
Cambridge-Colchester route,
but even if it were, a few
more roundabouts would add
little to the obstacles posed
by the villages on its route.
So come on all you highway
engineers and councillors (at
all levels), stop wringing
your hands and telling us that
there is insufficient money,
conducting yet more surveys
and hiding behind the
shifting target of ‘current
accident blackspots’.
Remember that you are
employed/elected by the
taxpayers to ensure that we
have an effective and safe
road system throughout the
county.  Stop procrastinating
and churning out reasons why
things cannot be done, and
use your expertise to find
simple, cost-effective solu-
tions to recognised problems.
In the current financial
climate, you are unlikely ever
to have all the funding you
would like. Therefore do as
private industry and many
domestic households do –
look for minimum cost
solutions (accepting that they
may not be perfect) in order
to ensure survival.
Jim Foster,
Emsons Close

*The Editor suggests
people wanting to exchange
homes should use the
Forum on the Linton Info
website
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Students
20% off

Special Kids
Prices

THE

ROOM
37 Bartlow Road, Linton

Tel: Pippa (01223) 890890
OPENING TIMES
Mon 9-5 pm
Tues 9-5 pm
Wed 9-7 pm
Thurs 9-7 pm
Fri 9-5 pm
Sat 9-3 pm

Senior Citizens 
Monday & Tuesday

Late opening until 7 pm on
 Wednesday & Thursday

Linton Community Sports Centre
 The FITNESS Suite
Whatever your fitness need, come &
see our new range of fitness equipment,
changing rooms & public-only entrance
Now open throughout the school day,
& open 52 weeks of the year!

NEW! Floodlit All Weather Football Pitch
For more information—call or email now!

 Tel: 01223 890248
E-mail: lintoncommunitysportscentre@hotmail.co.uk

Cambridge 892263

16 BACK ROAD, LINTON

DOE, ADI and MIAM

☎

Heckford
Norton

Your local professionals for whatever legal help
you need in your business or personal life.

TEL: 01799 522636
18 HILL STREET SAFFRON WALDEN ESSEX CB10 1JD

www.heckfordnorton.co.uk

Be Pampered
Hold a Virgin Vie At Home PartyVirgin Vie At Home PartyVirgin Vie At Home PartyVirgin Vie At Home PartyVirgin Vie At Home Party and feel ready
to take on the New YearNew YearNew YearNew YearNew Year. We’ll show you and your
friends how to feel revitalised and pampered
every day without leaving your front door. Keep
your New Years New Years New Years New Years New Years resolution to look after yourself.

Call Elle On 07733005521 or Take a look at my web-
site: www.myvirginvieathome.co.uk/ellenanorthern

Chef’s corner
with Joel

WHEN I was a small lad kicking a football around the streets
of Bishops Stortford, I always knew that if it was Friday it

would be fish. Fantastic. However, these days I feel that the
thought of fish can seem a little daunting. Is it because it’s very
easy to get wrong? Turn your back for one minute and it’s
overcooked? (Is the smell a little off-putting?)

When going to Billingsgate I know what to look for and where
to find it, but if you go to Cambridge, Saffron Walden or
Haverhill markets they all boast a fantastic fishmonger, once a
prominent feature of the old High Streets. Look and admire the
selection they have to offer and the enthusiasm they have. The
secret of buying fish is selecting a whole fish rather than a cut or
steak. This gives you the opportunity to look at the fish; basic tips
to ensure a good quality fish are: are the eyes bright and not
sunken? are the gills bright red? (if not, the fish is not fresh);
make sure the fish is not slimy; and a fish shouldn’t smell fishy
– bizarre I know, but if it does it’s old.

Ask your fishmonger for its provenance or origin as I find it
helps to give an understanding of fish in general.

We all know that fish stocks are dwindling but we are learning
how to rear some types of fish in harmony with our environment,
which brings me on to sea bass.

Fish! Is it so scary?

Sea Bass is at its best in the spring months, and line-caught
off the west coast will be the best; however it does come at a
cost. So, if you can, get your fishmonger to fillet and pin bone
two sea bass weighing in at about 700g each,   which have come
from a farm.

This dish should only take 5-7 minutes to cook through. Very
quick and very simple with all the ingredients complementing
one another.

Ingredients: (serves four)
2 fresh sea bass, filleted and pin boned
Half tsp shallot purée
100 grams unsalted butter
100 mls Ricard or Pernod
Half tsp caraway seeds
Olive oil, salt and pepper
12 poached asparagus spears
12 roasted cherry tomatoes
Method:
  1. In a heavy-bottomed sauté pan, heat the butter with a little

olive oil
  2. Place the fillets in the butter, skin side down for about three

minutes
  3. Turn the fillets (be very careful) onto the flesh side for a

further three minutes
  4. Remove the fish and keep warm
  5. Add the asparagus to the butter and heat through
  6. Present the fillets to the centre of a dinner plate with the

asparagus tips
  7. Add the shallot purée to the butter and cook for one minute
  8. Add the Ricard. Be very careful as it is very flammable
  9. Burn off the alcohol and add the caraway seeds
10. Place the roasted tomatoes on the plate
11. Pour the butter sauce over the fillets and serve
A top tip when cooking fish like this would be to keep the pan

moving in a circular motion when the fillets go in. This will
prevent the fish from sticking.

This could be served with crushed Jersey Royal potatoes.
Enjoy.

Seared sea bass fillets with anise butter

CHOCOLATES, red roses, wine ... it must be St Valentine’s
Day! And all were produced through Fairtrade, courtesy of

the Co-op. The ACEs’ meeting was rather different this month;
an afternoon tea with refreshments, helpers and speakers sup-
plied from Linton’s Co-op shop, with the theme of Fairtrade.

As we now know, this movement aims to give a better deal to
the grower or manufacturer, to educate, provide resources, and
produce goods in an ethical and environmentally friendly way.
The Co-op did us proud and it was surprising how many items are
available – not just tea, coffee and juice, but fresh fruit, cakes,
biscuits, a whole range of foods and essential supplies, even wine.

The Co-op has been central to village life for decades – how
many of us still use our Co-op number as a PIN? – a vital part of
the community. It is the only general goods store in Linton and
the manager, Kevin Nichol, tries to match his range of goods to
local needs. Thank you Kevin, Christine, Robin and all the
Co-op staff for your generosity and a really splendid day.

The next event is a ‘Soup and Rolls’ lunch at 12 noon for a
12.30pm start on Thursday 15th March. NB: the venue has
changed; we will be in the Chalklands Room. Garth Collard, our
favourite historian, will be speaking on Crime in Linton – very
topical, just look around ...

There will be a raffle with prizes donated by the Co-op. So, if
you missed out on chocolate last time, you still have a chance to
sample it at our next meeting (if I can exercise enough willpower
to resist further sampling!). We look forward to seeing you at
Chalklands – everyone over 60 is welcome. Transport available;
contact Sue orTina 891001.

Enid Bald

THIS year brings forth the Dog
and Duck’s second year of sup-
per nights from various coun-
tries around the globe. The aim
of these gastronomic evenings
is to bring into our lives tastes
and sounds of countries that
may be near or far, but experi-
ence of their cuisine is prob-
ably little or none at all.

We began 2007 with a fully
booked Burns’ supper evening
with all the trimmings and
much fun was had. The year
continues with St David’s, St
Patrick’s and St George’s eve-
nings, then on to travels afar to
Australia, Hungary, America,
Jamaica, Hawaii, Cuba and
Peru. All evenings include

FRIENDS Junior School in
Saffron Walden is holding an
afternoon of singing and music
for local children (and their par-
ents) at 2pm on Friday 9th

March.
Teachers from the school’s

music department will be putting
on a programme of songs, nurs-
ery rhymes and music for chil-
dren to learn and join in.

The Fun Song factory fol-
lows on from last year’s highly
successful Budding Beet-
hoven.

Everyone is very welcome;
if you would like to come
please contact Christine
Noakes on 01799 527235.

Joy Haigh

AT our last meeting, Brian Waygood, a member of Linton
gardening club (then the horticultural society) and a show
winner in the 1940s, displayed pictures covering many years  of

Chelsea Flower Show in glorious technicolor. He first visited the event
in 1949 when entry cost two shillings and sixpence (121/2 p).

The changing mode of the spectators’ dress reflected the chang-
ing fashions in gardening. A previous winner with a rock garden who
suddenly found herself unrecognised told Mr Waygood that “the
Lord makes flowers but the devil makes judges!” Another big
difference is the new hall in which the light is more complimentary
than in the original grand marquee.

Further facts and figures were passed on as we were shown
spectacular arrangements of vegetables, flowers, house plants and
cacti, with some informal shots of former gardening favourites
Percy Thrower and Geoff Hamilton. The avant-garde displays of
stainless steel and balls  in more recent years by Diarmiud Gavin and
his contemporaries were clearly not to the taste of a traditional
exhibitor.

May I remind photographers of the categories for the annual
show on 21st July. These will be: winter, historic Linton, flowers,
leisure and portraits. A new category will allow for the photogra-
pher’s own choice – A4 preferred and only one entry per competitor.

At the meeting on 13th March Caroline Holmes will be speaking
on the poison garden at Alnwick. Caroline’s last visit to our club
proved very popular, so we hope to welcome lots of members and
visitors.                                               Gloria Fidler 891800

Chelsea flower show
 ... and more

Fairtrade with heart

indigenous music or cabaret
with a three-course choice of
traditional foods. Many ingre-
dients are sourced from around
the world, and waiting staff are
clothed in traditional dress.

A St David’s day supper is
planned for 1st March with enter-
tainment by a celebrated harpist,
Sheila Watts, and an array of
foods including Welsh meats,
Bara brith and lava bread.

If you are interested in book-
ing a gastronomic experience,
call 891257 for a yearly bro-
chure of events, or pop into the
Dog and Duck where you will
receive a warm welcome.

Tracy Harrison

Around the globe via the
Dog and Duck dinner table

Don’t miss Fun
Song factory

THE co-workers of Mother
Teresa continue to meet on
a monthly basis in the
Linton/Abington area.

During the past year, we
have sent 20 sacks of
knitted blankets and
children’s clothes to homes
for abandoned babies  in
African countries via the
charity Feed the Children
(FTC) which is based in
Berkshire.

FTC has also recently
sent a consignment to
Afghanistan which will help
the British Army in their
‘hearts and minds’ efforts
to build relationships with
the Afghan people.

We are grateful to Jean
Whitby and the Chalklands
knitting group for the large
quantity of blankets and
children’s jumpers recently
donated to us.

We are always glad to
receive knitting wool,
blanket squares or strips,
and clothes for children up
to the age of eight. Bright
colours are preferred.

For more information,
please contact Maureen
Harper on 891696 or email
maureen.harper27@virgin.net

Carry on
knitting

The Dog & Duck
63 High Street, Linton

Tel: 01223 891257
"The Dog & Duck Dining Experience"

AROUND THE GLOBE SUPPER EVENINGS

Saturday 17th March

St Patrick's Day Supper Evening
A fantastic lively Irish supper awaits you on this evening 
with fiddler entertainment. Come along and experience 
some great supper favourites including Snaffles mouse, 

Colcannon and Champ.

For more details check out our website for our Supper Event Brochure 
or pop in! www.dogandducklinton.co.uk

BOOK NOW!

Russells Estate Agents
“We Let Our Boards Speak For Themselves”

Sales & Lettings
properties required in

LINTON.
Call Glenn Coombe

at the Sawston Office
on 01223 493420 or

Email us at
Sawston@russellres.co.uk
Website: www.russellres.co.uk Sold

01223 493420

russells.co.uk
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Carpentry, Plumbing, Tiling
Door / Window Replacement
Kitchen / Bathroom Refitting

Fencing, Decking, Gardening
Painting, Decorating
Flat Pack Assembly

Property Maintenance

Steve Jackson
Service Engineer

All domestic appliance repairs, 
15 years industry experience.
Very reasonable rates.
Quick & reliable service.

Steve Jackson
(Home) 01223 893114
(Mobile) 07963 854653

MALLYON & DONALDSON
Linton

Specialising in both Modern and

Traditional building methods.

Tel: 01223 891267
Mob: 07941 220868

All contracts finished to a high standard.
Reliable service. Local references available.

• FITTED KITCHENS /
BEDROOMS /WARDROBES

• CABINET MAKERS
• BESPOKE JOINERY
• DOORS / WINDOWS / STAIRS
• WOODEN FLOORING
• CONSERVATORIES
• EXTENSIONS / REFURBISHMENTS

FREE
COMPETITIVE

ESTIMATES

Tel.: 01223 890600 Mobile: 07802 885390

Watkins Joinery

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
INSURANCE WORK

UNDERTAKEN

Monday 8:30am - 6pm
Tuesday 8:30am - 6pm
Wednesday 9:00am - 8pm
Thursday 8:30am - 8pm
Friday 8:30am - 6pm
Saturday 8:00am - 3pm

Wednesday - Thursday
AND every other Sunday

10am - 1pm

Special rates for senior citizens Monday to Friday

Fully air conditioned

BED & BREAKFAST
Mrs Monica Clarkson

4 Harefield Rise, Linton
Tel: 01223 892988

Quiet modern bungalow
Families welcome 

No Smoking

JUSTIN PEARSON
Reliable, High Quality 

Painter & Decorator
for Interiors & Exteriors 

Free Estimates
Tel 01223 565310

Mobile 0775 2469130

JUNE and John Keeble have just returned from a visit to the Tiger Temple in Thailand
and would like to thank everyone who helped them raise money for the tiger orphans

there by viewing their image shows, giving money or buying photographs or other goods.
They took £410 to the temple at Kanchanaburi in western Thailand and that paid for a

lot of tiger food and vets’ fees. As they say at the temple: “The tigers thank you.”
The Keebles will be continuing to raise money for good causes in 2007 with more

image shows,  including new ones produced in south-east Asia and America.
If you would like further information, please phone or send them an email at

june&john@visualgems.co.uk.
June and John Keeble  894948

LADIES, please get that
babysitter booked or ask the
dads to stay in. Then, at 8pm on
Friday 16th March, you can join
the Linton mums (and grand-
mas and friends) at the village
college for an evening of pam-
pering and indulgence.

Just two days before Moth-
ering Sunday, why not treat
yourself to some chocolate,
wine, make-up or jewellery
among friends?

And if you are new to the

AT Sainsbury’s in Cambridge just before Christmas, two
people were loading the shopping into their 4x4s (ugh!).
Both vehicles were parked next to each other with the first
vehicle containing two Waitrose shopping bags and the other
having four Waitrose bags.

When both people had finished loading the shopping, both
vehicles each had 12 bags (first vehicle = 10 Sainsbury +
2 Waitrose, the other 8 Sainsbury + 4 Waitrose). Now if
someone completely at random chose either the first or
second vehicle and selected a Waitrose bag, what is the
probability that it came from the first 4x4?

Solution  to No 26 – The Ladder
The angle the ladder makes to the horizontal (ground) is

33deg 49min 49sec. There is also another angle which is
(90deg – 33deg 49min 49sec).

Urania

June Keeble hands over the £410 while one of the temple tigers just takes it easy

Temple tigers say thanks

village, why not come along to
make new friends without chil-
dren in tow?

While the event is a
fundraising initiative for Lin-
ton Granta playgroup, all la-
dies are welcome to join us.
The event is kindly sponsored
by Cambridge Garden Com-
pany.

For further information,
contact our chair, Kate Kell on
894970.

We are also pleased to

announce our Thursday toddler
group is running again, for chil-
dren aged up to three. The same
age is welcome on Mondays.

Tuesdays offer a more struc-
tured session for 18-month to
three-year-old,  but all sessions
have an activity, story and
song. The sessions run from
10-11.30am and there is no
need to book. We can be found
in the youth centre in the
grounds of the village college.

Fiona Tideswell

PLANNING a dinner party and
can’t face the thought of all
that shopping, preparation and
cooking ... to say nothing of
clearing up afterwards?

A Linton woman, who has
recently set up her own cater-
ing service may have the
answer for you.

Ruth Joyce, who lived in the
High Street for several years,
will do all the hard work, so all
you have to do is to welcome
and entertain your guests.

Ruth, who used to work full
time for the Home Office in
Westminster for which she was
awarded the OBE and is now a
freelance consultant, has been
involved with cooking for as
long as she can remember.

Her first job was as a
domestic science teacher (now
called food technology), then
in education with local gov-
ernment and then with the
Home Office.

Her main free-time interest
was always cooking and now
she has more time on her hands
she has come up with the idea
of a personalised catering serv-
ice, which she is calling Ruth
Cooks For You.

Her aim is to concentrate on
the Linton area, but she has
done jobs as far away as Nor-
folk.

Ruth can cope with anything
from a romantic supper for two
to a buffet for 100 people. She
can also provide individual
meals on a regular basis and
will give cooking lessons.

For more details, please call
her on 01440 762819 or 07721
442680.

                            LNT

Have you lost your keys?

Theatre group seeks members

Good year for LibDems

 ... and finally, a sexist road sign
AT a recent Linton parish council meeting, when Graham
Potter said he thought the solar-powered 40mph speed signs
by the village college on the A1307 did not work, Dr Judy
Rossiter complained that they always flashed at her.

TWO small keys have been found in Mill Lane. If they are
yours, please apply to 17 Mill Lane.

Taking the
stress out

of catering

LINTON theatre workshop is currently seeking new mem-
bers, particularly more men, to join our vibrant group. After
the sell-out success last October of our first production,
Murder By Bedpan, we are now planning our next one and
will be holding readings for casting at 7.30pm on 28th March
at Linton village college. For more information, please con-
tact Tricia Van-Linden on 892076.

The supermarket probability

AT their annual meeting, the Linton District branch of the
Liberal Democrats looked back on a year of success in last
May’s local elections. Joan Smith retired after many years on
the district council; Trisha Bear stood in her place and was
returned with an increased share of the vote.

Sam Agnew from Horseheath was elected chairman with
David Willingham from Linton as the vice-chairman. Trisha
Bear was elected secretary and Ian Wallace from Balsham as
treasurer.

Trisha Bear

Euro notes at the Post Office
ARE you travelling to the Euro zone? The Post Office now
stocks Euro notes which can be purchased over the counter.
Travellers cheques and 70 other currencies are also avail-
able within 24 to 48 hours with our pre-order service.

Anne Willers

Book the babysitter ... and pamper yourself

POT POURRI (27)

RUTH COOKS FOR YOU

01440 762819
07721 442680
ruthmjoyce@btinternet.com

All your Catering Needs Met

For a romantic supper for two
to a buffet for one hundred!

Sweet or Savoury
Cakes, Canapes, Puddings or

Simply Something for the Freezer!

Cooking Lessons
Also Available

SPRINGFIELD HOUSE
14/16 Horn Lane, Linton

BREAKFAST

Tel 01223 891383

Regency house near Church,
River views from bedrooms &
guest lounge.

BED &

For Information
Please Contact

Ruth Joyce OBE,
Lilley Farm,

Thurlow Road,
Withersfield,

Suffolk,
CB9 7SA

Rummage, please, for Guides
LINTON Guides annual jumble sale will be held in Linton
infant school hall at 2pm on Saturday 10th March. Gifts of
jumble will be gratefully received in the hall from 10am.
Please phone 891925 or 891602 to arrange for collection.

Kate France

F r e e
c u r t a i n  

l i n i n g  w i t h
e v e r y  o r d e r

Curtains made-to measure
Full Re-upholstery Service

Linton Road, Hadstock, Cambs

01223 890556

Linton Road, Hadstock,
Cambs

01223 890556

ORDER NOW
 FOR SPRING

Stockists of Memory Foam
mattress toppers & Fogarty

Duvets
Friendly service, easy parking

designer-drapes.com
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K.CLAXTON

Painter 
& Decorator

Interior & Exterior
Free

 
Estimates

Tel: (01223) 892190
Mobile: 07910149353

Linton Based

Reliable Local
Builder

From
conversions to plastering,
renovations to tiling and 
decorating-

No job too small

Tel: 01223 290925
Mobile 07813 070369

Reg No. 34107

PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER - Estd. 1966
All aspects of Central Heating and Plumbing

Boiler Service & Maintenance
Bathroom Suites & Power Showers
Kitchen Installations - Tap Washers

Telephone 01223 892311
Mobile 07885 068047

A Member Of Sesame limited Which is Regulated By The Financial Services Authority

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP THE PAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE, OR ANY OTHER LOAN

SECURED UPON IT.  WRITTEN DETAILS ON REQUEST

Ian Cross
01223 892821

email: Chapelifa@btinternet.com
De-Salis House, 6 Hillway Linton, Cambs, CB1 6JE

Independent Financial Advisers
SPECIALIST ADVICE ON

Pensions - Investments - Mortgages - Protection
Personal Financial Planning

FREE Initial Consultation & Without Obligation

GOSSYPIUM, Paphiopedilum, Strelitzia reginae – what
do these names mean to you? They might ring a bell

with Alan Titchmarsh, but it’s all Greek to me! Actually,
these are some of the Latin names of plants and flowers
that members of Linton camera club came across on their
recent foray on February 11th into the tropical jungle of
the glasshouses at Cambridge Botanic Gardens.

We thought it might be a good idea to choose a venue
that would suit a cold, wet February day, but global
warming came up trumps again and the sun shone and
the skies were mostly blue. This allowed us not only to
examine the fine specimens under glass, but we had a
walk around the whole grounds taking in, among other
attractions, the dry garden, rock garden, lake and delight-
ful fountain. There were 10 of us who ventured from
Linton this month, but the Botanic Gardens also proved
popular with many Cambridge families due to the unex-
pected beautiful day.

My favourite part was definitely the orchid collection,
which this year featured plants from Costa Rica, where
some 1,200 species can be found. The scent from the
flowers was intoxicating and, what with the tropical
temperature and humidity, it was nice just to close my
eyes and imagine ... I also learned that the name ‘Orchid’
comes from the Greek word ‘Orchis’, meaning testicle –
not a lot of people know that!

Incidentally, Gossypium is the cotton plant,
Paphiopedilum is a type of orchid and Strelitzia reginae is
the bird of paradise, or crane flower.

Next month the meeting will be an “in house” session in
the village hall at 10am on Sunday 11th March – all
welcome. For more information, please contact:
Roger Lapwood on 891104 or Tracey Wilson on 891988.

Tracey Wilson

ON Wednesday 21st March there will be a visit to Holy Trinity
church, Hildersham, where the beautiful and vibrant chancel wall
paintings demonstrate the Victorian desire to show the world the
full glory of the Lord.These paintings are also interesting as they
have a subtle woman’s touch, provided by their patron in 1890.

The visit also includes a walk around the village with a unique
opportunity to see Hildersham Hall and its estate. Mr Andrew
Westwood-Bate, our guide for the afternoon, grew up in
Hildersham. He has a great interest in the paintings and has
carried out a great deal of research into the history of the village.

For more information or a booking form, please contact:
Andrew Westwood-Bate 892430

THIS scheme is designed to assist and encourage voluntary work
by local societies and groups, as well as by individuals, in
archaeology and local history projects in Cambridgeshire.

In recent years, there has been an increase in voluntary activity
in these fields, with new groups or existing groups expanding,
and their members making significant contributions to our under-
standing of Cambridgeshire’s heritage.

In support of this, the CAS council is giving the annual sum of
£500 (initially for three years) in grants to assist such Cambridge-
shire-based projects. These projects are to be carried out on a
voluntary basis by groups or individuals; grants will be made for
purchasing materials or towards the publication and/or the pres-
entation of results.

For further information, please contact:
secretary@camantsoc.org or 290863

ON Saturday 10th March the society will be holding its spring
conference at the Faculty of Law on West Road, Cambridge.

With talks on Grime’s Graves in 3D, the Suffolk rivers project
and the Bartlow Hills in context, to name just a few, there is
plenty to interest everyone. For an application form or more
information, please go to our website  www.camantsoc.org.uk

Andrew Westwood-Bate 892430 or e-mail
cas.info@btinternet.com

Dates with history ... from wall paintings
to code breaking at Bletchley Park

Cambridge Antiquarian Society (CAS)

Camera club enjoys
the sight and scent

of the exotic
A sample of Cambridgeshire’s

wall paintings

CAS spring conference

CAS small grant scheme

THE Cambridgeshire historic churches trust is holding its annual
conference from 10am-4.45pm on Saturday 27th April at Wolfson
College, Cambridge.

With representatives from English Heritage, the historic
churches preservation trust and keeper of the Ely diocesan
records among the speakers, it should be a very interesting day.

If you require further information, please visit the trust website at
www.cambshistoricchurchestrust.co.uk/conference.htm,
or contact:

 Andrew Westwod-Bate on 892430
or 07791021352

or email at info@cambshistoricchurches.co.uk

Cambrideshire historic churches trust

Intoxicating blooms: some of the  beautiful orchids on view

Picture by Tracey Wilson

Thursday 19th April, Bury St Edmunds: We shall arrive in
Bury to allow time for a leisurely late-morning exploration of the
town and lunch before meeting at the Abbey Gateway for a
guided tour of the monastic ruins.

This will be followed by a further guided tour of
St Edmundsbury cathedral, followed by tea and biscuits in the
refectory.  The trip will be led by Tony Kirby.

For more information visit: www.aboutbritain.com/towns/
bury-st-edmunds.asp

Meet at Victoria Avenue coach stop (west side) for a 10.30am
departure. Arrive back in Cambridge at 6pm (approx). Bookings
by 12th April  please.

For booking form and more details, please contact:
Andrew Westwood-Bate 892430

Saturday 2nd June, Bletchley Park: Everyone is aware of the
vital importance of this secret place to the winning of the Second
World War.

What a special treat to be able to walk in the footsteps of Alan
Turing and his code breaking colleagues and see the historic huts
and buildings where the code-breakers worked. This includes a
self-guided audio tour of the mansion and grounds.

This trip will be led by Tony Kirby. For more information on
Bletchley Park, please visit www.bletchleypark.org.uk

Meet at Victoria Avenue coach stop (west side) for a 10am
departure. Arrive back in Cambridge at 5.30pm (approx). Book-
ings by 12th April please.

For a booking form and more details, please contact:
Andrew Westwood-Bate 892430

CAS excursions

Historic churches ... who cares?

GIVE your child the chance to
enter the world of imagination
through mime, movement,
dance and a wide range of
music.

Using children’s stories
from across the world, each
tale is chosen to provide a rich
context for creative movement.
Adults may join in with their

Dance-a-story opens door on
world of imagination

children if they wish.
The classes for three to

four-year-olds take place from
2.15-3.15pm at Ashdon vil-
lage hall. For more informa-
tion on dates and prices, please
contact:

 Cindy Faulkner
07913 488515 or email

cindy@lintonhealth.co.uk
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L.B. CABSL.B. CABS
LINTONLINTON

PHONE LINTON 

01223 892986

For all your long and 
short taxi trips

Airports
Courier Service 

available

Charlie Saville
Builder &
Decorator
 Tel/Fax:             
 01799 513413

 mobile:            
 07721 372642

SARAH CHAMBERLAIN

delivering worldwide

61a High Street, Linton

891740

your local florist

Roses
Beauty Salon
W E S T  W R AT T I N G

Facials,  Electrolysis,  
Waxing, Manicures,  

Pedicures,  Massage, 
Eyelash Tint ,  Ear Piercing. 

Mobi le service avai lable

Rene Guinot Agent
Tel Carol

01223 290450
or 07796 333351

61 HIGH STREET, LINTON,  CAMBRIDGE CB1 6HS
TEL: (01223)894225

We stock a selection of
Silver Jewellery • Photo Frames •

Collectables • Toiletries •Greetings
Cards • Gift Wrap

Watch Batteries and Straps fitted while you wait.
Jewellery Repairs including sizing and polishing.

All repair work carried out on the premises by a
professional with 40 years experience

LINTON
VILLAGE
MOTORS

01223 830550
BOURNE BRIDGE ABINGTON CAMBRIDGE

(near COMFORT CAFE)

   • Authorised MOT centre • ALL MAKES serviced and repaired 
   • Competitive prices on tyres & exhausts
   • Collection and delivery arranged  •  FREE advice
   • Polite friendly staff  •  FREE use of courtesy car

A FULLY INSURED MOT APPROVED GARAGE

CAN YOUR MECHANIC SAY THAT?

         Annette's 

Beauty & Well Being

At The Bank House

37 High Street, Linton CB1 6HS

Telephone: 01223 891900

Annette Jackson vtct iihht babtac & Reiki master

Beauty with a different approach, treating the whole person mind, body, and soul,

just take a little time for yourself & see how much better you can feel.......Heavenly

All treatments carried out in strict confidence – Gift vouchers available

Your local CORGI Gas installer – 25 Years Experience

For all your domestic Plumbing, Heating and Gas
Appliance Installation and Maintenance Requirements

Telephone: 01223 893686
Mobile:     07973 262776

e-mail: info@gascare.gb.com

website: www.gascare.gb.com

PAULINE'S
CHILDCARE IN 

LINTON
FOR UNDER FIVES

Ofsted registered

Monday – Friday
Ring for details
01223 891890

GLENWOOD
BOLTS & SCREWS LTD

SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY 
FASTENERS, FIXINGS & 

SILVERLINE TOOLS
Unit 2 Lintech Court

The Grip Industrial Estate, Linton 
Cambridge, CB1 6XN

Tel: 01223 892095 / 893931
Fax: 01223 894122

IT is said that in 1859 John Tindall began explaining the colour
of the sky, though I’m sure many did before.
Even Leonardo da Vinci observed how a

spray of water scattered light. However, since
then and those exciting Victorian days of
discovery, others have joined in the quest,
including a certain Mr A Einstein.

The answer we are looking for is so
vast it would fill volumes, yet here I must
be brief. We are taught the light we see is
only a part of the electromagnetic spec-
trum. White light from the sun is made up
of all the colours we see in the rainbow.
These range from red with the longest
wavelength, lowest frequency and energy,
to violet which has the shortest wave-
length, highest frequency and energy.

Another John, Lord Rayleigh, came up
with the idea that because the atmosphere
is made up of gases and dust etc, it follows
that the long-wave reds and oranges more
or less pass straight through, but the
shorter wavelengths such as the blues hit
the particles, are absorbed and then re-
leased and scattered in all directions, hence
the blue sky. This effect became known as
Rayleigh scattering. Many of the greens
and blues on birds occur by some degree
of ‘scattering’. There is more than meets the eye for why the sky
is blue, as my concise and otiose explanation of this basic theory

UNUSUALLY for a large village, Linton had no church
meeting room until the 1960s when the Rev Harry Crichton

arranged the purchase of a second hand pavilion, which was
transported to the old vicarage garden.

Then in 1968 the flood came, sweeping through the founda-
tions of the new vicarage. It seems strange that the Diocesan
authorities did not then raise them before building the house. But
people hoped it might be the last flood, and the steps taken to
improve the river’s course through the village seemed to justify
that approach.

At the same time the old pavilion was transported to a new site,
near the new vicarage and the churchyard. The aged building
survived yet another move, and provided another 30 years’
valuable service to the congregation and the whole village.

By the 1990s, it was simply worn out and the parochial church
council decided it had to be replaced. Ambitious plans for a new
brick structure were prepared and passed. Funds were raised.
However, expected grants never materialised and building esti-
mates spiralled.

Whilst the pcc pondered its next move, the Rev Julian
Thomson, one of the project’s driving forces, retired – and then
the rains came. The old pavilion, like the church and the vicarage
(by then the rectory), was flooded. Any faint hopes of refurbish-
ing it were dashed. Undaunted, the pcc proposed a scheme
involving a much cheaper, more commercial-looking prefabri-
cated building, but with hindsight it’s not difficult to see why the
planners turned it down in such a sensitive location.

So, hope and expectation had given way to flood, rejection
and dejection. However, instead of just giving up, people came
up with yet another plan. It had to be attractive but affordable.
Suddenly, the solution seemed obvious; a new wooden pavilion,
but totally different in quality from the old one.

After lengthy negotiations, planning permission was ob-
tained, ownership of the land resolved, and all the practical
hurdles overcome. Achieving a new building in such a sensitive
location is no easy task.  Tangible progress was marked by the
construction of the new base before Christmas.

One major difference is already obvious – it’s a lot higher than
the old pavilion, so will be safe even if we have a much higher
flood in future. Work on the building itself is now well under
way.

The church congregation in Linton raised the building funds,
with no outside help. Now, money for the fixtures and fittings
must be found. The unique quality of the Church of England is
its responsibility for everyone. This is the practical expression of
being the established Church. In return, the church in Linton
hopes the wider village community can offer help, both practical
and financial,to turn the new building into a fully functioning
parish social space.

There’ll be more about what the new pavilion will mean to the
community in April’s Linton News. Meanwhile, everyone who
wants to help, in any way, should contact:

 Derek Lockstone (891931), pavilion chairman.

Home and dry

This tiny plant can warm our hearts
might conclude that the sky should be seen as violet?

Never looking up at the sky, their delicate little
nodding white flower heads charmingly announce

the coming of spring. My mother told me romantic
stories about soldiers filling their pockets with

them to take home from the battlefields of the
Crimean war 1853-1856. I’ve since discov-
ered that when the blooms are exposed to
strong sunlight they give off an inimitable
fragrance, exquisite enough to pierce the
nasal senses of even the most hardened
smoker. With its fine green single stalk,
destitute of leaves, it is generally the first of
our flowering spring bulbs. Emerging in the
depths of winter, rising by surprise to a
height of just a few inches with head hanging
so shyly, it is of course the snowdrop.

This bulbous plant of the genus Galanthus,
occasionally known as bulbous violets, can
fill our hearts with the promise of warmth by
their dainty presence. It never ceases to amaze
me how such feeble looking flora withstand
the frosts, winds, packed snow and rain ahead
of the other much sturdier looking plants.
Perhaps there’s a moral to their existence? As
in the storms earlier this year, the big and
strong trees were felled, yet the smaller ones
and the saplings bent and bowed to the forces

of nature. So the snowdrops are slapped about by violent gales only
to spring back up and head for the sun again.

THE King’s Head at Hadstock
is flourishing again, thanks to
the steady management of the
delightful new publicans,
Russell and Sarah, who have
already created the cosy, wel-
coming atmosphere of a proper
local pub, to which the local
clientele are responding with
warm support.

Bigger plans are afoot from
Russell, an experienced chef,
who already provides lunches
and intends to build up the food
side of the business.

In the meantime, regular
acoustic music nights have al-
ready become a monthly fea-
ture at the pub. Cambridge
blues-and-roots band The Late
Risers played twice in Janu-

A RECENT new arrival to the
zoo is Zoyza, a two-year-old
male black leopard. Black leop-
ards, also known as panthers,
are just a melanistic or black
form of the normal spotted leop-
ard and not a separate species.

The spotted colouring is the
dominant gene but both black
and spotted cubs can be born in
a litter. More usually found in
the forests of Asia but some-
times in Africa, leopards like
so many of the other big cats
are threatened with extinction.

They are shy and elusive
creatures and Zoyza tends to

ary and February, and on Sat-
urday 31st March it’s the turn
of The Mounthoolies to raise
the roof.

The Mounthoolies are a
string band (fiddle, harmonica,
mandolin, guitar and double
bass) with a unique take on
classic Americana, western
swing, bluegrass and alterna-
tive-country – with just a hint
of The Clash.

They have a host of harmo-
nies in their repertoire and a
range of songs that will make
you want to dance, laugh, sing
along, shout “Yeee-Hah” and
perhaps even cry. Formerly
based in London, where for a
time they ran an Americana
music club called the Grand
Old Ropey, members of this
band now live at various points
up the M11 corridor.

Music will start at 9pm and
admission is free. For more
information please call:
The King’s Head, Hadstock

890990

Come along and meet
the Mounthoolies

Enter the leopard ...

be more active at night but is
now beginning to settle down
and spends his daytime asleep.

Both Zoyza’s father and
grandmother were born at Lin-
ton and he has an auntie, Lisa,
living with us too. We hope to
get Zoyza paired with a female
soon, but for the time being he
will enjoy his home without the
interference of others,  as leop-
ards, like many other cats,  are
naturally solitary in the wild.

For more information, go to
www.lintonzoo.com or phone
891308.

Kim Simmons

Bright eyes:
The camera
wakes Zoyza
from his
night-time
rest

Picture by
Kim Simmons

BED  and BREAKFAST
ANN & GEORGE PEAKE

Linton Heights
36 Wheatsheaf Way, Linton

Tel: (01223) 892516
Comfortable & friendly
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The Derbyshire
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the NAME 
for property 
in the AREA
    is:
Kevin Henry

       estate agents

tel: 01799 513632
www.kevinhenry.co.uk

For every house we sell in Linton £25 
is donated to Linton Parish Church

M
cKenzie & Haywards

Garage

MHG

MOT by appointment 
while you wait.

Servicing, 
Collection & Delivery Service

McKenzie & Haywards 
Garage

Units 3/4 Lintech Court
The Grip Industrial Estate

Linton, Cambridge, CB1 6XN
Tel: 01223 894140   
Fax: 01223 890035 

Bannold Supplies
Bannold Road, Waterbeach, Cambridge CB5 9RB

Telephone 01223 860671 Fax 01223 565431
Brochure freephone line 0500 012231

www.banold.co.uk

GARAGE

DOORS
SERVICED-REPAIRED

REPLACED

Spares for all makes
Free Estimate, Brochures

and Advice
Steel – GRP – Timber

Sectional single or double skin
Roller Doors

A.B.C. Garage Door Systems

Telephone 01223 893798
or mobile 07774 499537

www.garagedoorsabc.co.uk
email@garagedoorsabc

Yes you can at 
Slimming World 

we're full of surprises
Come and join us

Discover the amazing you
Linton Cathodeon Centre

High Street
Monday 7.00pm

Tel: Tracy 01763 247252

ALAN NOAKES

NO JOB TOO SMALL
Call: 01223 893075
mobile: 07968327782

No Call Out Charge•Free Este imate

Domestic Plumbing 
Services

Bathroom/Shower installation
Burst/Leaking pipes repairs

Washing Machine &
Dishwasher Installations
Pumps/Tanks/Cylinders
Immersion replacements

E L E C T R I C A L

Electrical Installations
Periodic Inspection Reports

Tel: 01223 893 497
Mobile: 07976 838 373

N.C. Bowden

LET me introduce a new colleague, Lesley Morgan, to you. I
am sure that you will find what she has to say of great interest

and you may wish to contact her in relation to a Linton arts project
you are thinking of running ...

     Caroline Derbyshire, Principal

   Hi! My name is Lesley Morgan, recently appointed Arts
Development Manager for the Broadening Education (BE) Part-
nership between Linton and Sawston village colleges, and their
catchment areas, and also  Fulbourn village; so I am responsible
for quite a big ‘patch’. Although I am based in a village college,
my job is about working with local communities to develop the
arts for the benefit of the residents.

The word ‘arts’ here is used in the broadest sense – it could
mean anything from classical music to hip-hop, story telling to
film making, digital photography to painting and ballroom
dancing to parkour. (Parkour, briefly, is a physical discipline
inspired by human movement).

I’m still getting to know the patch so may not have had a
chance to meet you yet, but I’m very keen to hear from, and to get
to know, all the arts groups and individuals already working in
Linton. I’m also keen to hear from those who would like to be part
of a group or who have ideas for arts projects.

I’ve already met the members of the Linton theatre workshop
and learned of the success with their first production, Murder by
Bedpan. The Linton Children’s Book Festival was another won-
derful event which I am very sorry to have missed. Currently, I
have been meeting with the ACE group, and we have been
discussing ideas for an arts project.

In LVC I am getting ready to launch the Arts Award, a new
national qualification which supports young people in their
development as artists and arts leaders. The award is open to
anyone aged 11-25 and encourages and develops creative com-
munication and leadership skills. It also helps to prepare young
people for further education and employment. It is operated as a
joint partnership between the Arts Council England and Trinity
Guildhall, and also offers an accredited Trinity College London
qualification.

Choosing an arts activity which interests them – from hip-hop
to fashion to stage lighting – participants plan their own pro-
gramme and are supported through the stages of the award by an
adviser. For more information about the arts award, visit the
website: www.artsaward.org.uk.

The ‘Freetime’ Council forms part of another arts project
which has recently been set up in LVC and which is supported by
the Local Network Fund. Members of the council will be updat-
ing a website: www.freetimeyouth.org with information about
all the important arts events and activities for young people
taking place here and elsewhere in South Cambridgeshire.

The council will also plan and stage an arts event for young
people and the members are currently discussing what that event
might be.

So, if you are organising an arts event for young people and
would like to have it posted on the Freetime website, then please
get in touch.                                     Lesley Morgan 712825

or email  lmorgan@sawstonvc.org

PLANNING APPLICATIONS

S/0055/07/LB  Mr & Mrs N Carver 12 Symonds Lane, Linton.
Internal and external alterations and extension for
lobby, sitting room and garden/guest room following
demolition of existing outbuilding. Remove modern
partitions in bedroom 1 and 2, open up fireplace in
bedroom 1 and form opening between bedroom 2 and
new bathroom. Remove modern partitions in kitchen
and bathroom to create enlarged kitchen/dining.
Demolish porch. Replace 12 windows. Construct new
floor in roofspace to provide storage platform and
enlarge existing hatch.

S/0056/07/F  Mr & Mrs N Carver 12 Symonds Lane, Linton.
Extension.

S/0083/07/F  South Cambs district council, 6 Tower View
Green, Linton.  Vehicular access and disabled parking
space.

S/0150/07/F  Mr & Mrs A Clarke, 9 Emsons Close, Linton.
Extension.

S/0199/07/F  Ms Potts, 6 Rivey Way, Linton. Conservatory.
S/0262/07/F  Mr & Mrs M Taylor, 3 Granta Vale, Linton.

Extension and garage.

How the Pest House in Symonds Lane got its name

The Way We Were
by Garth Collard

THE attractive red-brick cot-
tage on the right-hand side

of the road as you round the
sharp corner in Symonds Lane
after Hillway was once called
the Pest(e) House.

There was a dwelling here in
1600 built on a narrow two-
acre plot of land which
stretched all the way to the Back
Road. The owner was Robert
Hills. Nothing is then known
about this property until in 1698
the house was purchased by the
Linton Vestry (this body gov-
erned the village until parish
councils were set up in 1894) to
house the poor. Also in 1698
the Tudor almshouses located
by the Horn Lane bridge in the
garden of the present day guildhall were demolished by Pembroke
College, so the village needed alternative accommodation for
the old, the orphans and the sick.

However, in 1737 a new village workhouse was built on the site
of the present-day Waggon and Horses car park so the recently
acquired house in Symonds Lane was no longer needed. Instead,
it was used to shelter villagers who had contracted contagious
diseases and needed to be isolated. At that time, there were no
other houses in Symonds Lane beyond the Hillway site. The Pest
House (pestilence) name was first used in 1734 and the Linton
churchwarden owners kept accurate accounts of its cost and use.

A nurse attended there in 1751 when there was an outbreak of
smallpox and there are numerous references to its role as an
isolation unit well into the early 19th century. The house was
patched and mended and periodically rethatched. In 1796
“thatching the peste house” cost the churchwardens around 95p
and in 1824 this cost rose to £1.20. When exactly the thatch roof
was replaced by slates is not recorded. The large close of land
behind the house was rented out by the churchwardens for

£1.50 a year, and the Maris family of saddlers at number 45, High
Street tenanted the land for more than 90 years until the 1920s.

For much of the 19th century, the Pest House was rented out to
the poor who still had a very small income. The rent was £1.40
a year in 1840 and only rose to £4.20 by 1900. In the 1861 census,
five old widows aged 67, 77, 82, 92 and 93 years of age lived
there. In 1864, the Cambridge Chronicle reported that 11 females
resided there, with a combined age of 923 years and an average
age of 84 years.

In the mid-1920s, the trustees of the Linton churchwardens
sold the property and it became a private dwelling renamed by the
new owner as the Red Cottage.

The Historical society now has a brand new website designed
by Andrew Clark. It is www.lintoninpictures.org.uk It will be
expanded in the near future.

Advance notice: I will be holding a two-day photographic
exhibition of Linton pictures at the village college on 28th and 29th

April with 1500 photos on display. The WI has kindly agreed to
provide refreshments.

Home over
the years to
the sick, old
and needy,
the Pest
House as it
stands today

Picture by
Garth Collard
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ProClean
Just the One Name to RememberJust the One Name to RememberJust the One Name to RememberJust the One Name to RememberJust the One Name to Remember

Carpet Cleaning
Mobile ValetingMobile ValetingMobile ValetingMobile ValetingMobile Valeting

Upholstery Cleaning
Contract Office CleaningContract Office CleaningContract Office CleaningContract Office CleaningContract Office Cleaning
Cleaning of Patios & Paths

TEL: 890433 / 0777 375 8355
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Clean plates, Clean glasses, 
Clean prep. surfaces, Clean toilets

Economically, Purely, simply biologically
Many choices from a range of detergents -

degreasers - descalers - toilet rolls - 
kitchen rolls - powders and liquids. 

Daily deliveries- monthly accounts- c.o.d.  
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POINT CONTACT
AT THE GRIP

Cash and Collect
Telephone 01223 894000

For  

Hygiene products business to business

Property Maintenance
Carpentry and Joinery Specialists

High Quality Decorating Service
All work undertaken

Free Estimates

Tel/Fax: 01223 890789
E-mail: Info@westonoak.co.uk
Web: www.westonoak.co.uk Mob: 07736 273489

07900 492127

Linton, Cambridge

À

Monday Evening Fresh Fish Supper eat in or take away

EASY, FREE PARKING

TIM PHILLIPS & Co.
Accountants

Independent, specialist service for:

Small Businesses - Self Assessment

Personal Taxation

The ‘One-Stop Shop’ for your Accounts and Tax Returns

Copley Hill Business Park, Babraham
Tel; 01223 830044. www.TPaccounts.co.uk

LINTON PARISH COUNCIL
Linton Village Hall, Coles Lane, Linton,

Cambridge CB21 4JS Tel: C. 891001
www.lintonpc.org.uk

Clerk to the Council – Mrs Sue Parry
 Email: lintonpc@btconnect.com

Office hours : Monday 9am–12noon, & 4–5.45pm,
Tuesday–Friday 9am– 12noon

Or by appointment
Dates for full Council meetings:

 March 1st, 15th, April 5th, 19th 2007

All meetings held at the Cathodeon Centre commencing at 8pm
Annual Parish meeting Tuesday 24th April in the

Village Hall at 8pm

BROWSING through Lin-
ton in Pictures, the excel-

lent book by Garth Collard and
Norman Dann, brought back
memories of Linton in the late
1940s and 1950s and I share
below some of my recollec-
tions of those times.

Having been brought up in
the Grip, the Grip Meadows
was a focal point. The by-pass
was a thing of the future and
the meadows stretched from
the bottom of the Grip across
the footpath leading from
Long Lane to the mill and on
the other side from Long Lane
to the river. During the winter
snow, youngsters on sledges
used to slide down the steep
slope towards the river. In
spring frog spawn was col-
lected and the meadows were
a carpet of golden king cups.
In summer it was possible to
paddle in the river at the ford
or opposite Camping Close al-
though at the latter point the
facility was shared with the
resident cows. The meadows
also saw youngsters playing
cricket and football, indeed
Linton Granta FC played
league matches there when the
recreation ground was out of
use.

The Grip Farm was a work-
ing farm and the workers used
to assemble at the bottom of the
Grip before reporting for duty.
The chalk pits, now the Grip
industrial estate, was a busy
place with lorries constantly
travelling backwards and for-
wards. Behind number 14a The
Grip in a long red bricked build-

ing no longer there, saw the
early days of Crofton Engineer-
ing. At number 6, was our cor-
ner shop run by Miss Turner
which seemed to supply all of
our needs.

Across the road where the
Greenhill flats now stand was a
café which specialised in after-
noon teas, and just in the High
Street Mr Neal had his watch
and clock shop in part of the
present Clock House. The
present unisex hair salon was a
sweet shop, then a café and on
the opposite side was Suck-
ling’s and later Crawley’s ga-
rage. As shown in Linton in
Pictures number 13 High Street
was George’s sweet and gro-
cery shop, next door Street’s
fishmongers and at number 17
Mr Cyril Morley sold fruit and
vegetables from his front room.
At number 25 Mr Norden ran a
family butchers shop and
across the road at number 22
another Mr Norden ran a cycle
repair business.

Opposite the top of Horn
Lane at number 29 was
Titchmarsh’s chemist and
where until recently was a bank
at number 30 was Culling’s
butchers. The biggest shop in
Linton was Holttums, now
numbers 29a, 31 and 33 High
Street, which sold gents’ and
ladies’ clothes, drapery, haber-
dashery and in a separate sec-
tion, grocery. Further down the
High Street, now North’s bak-
ers, was Sneezum’s who pro-
duced both bread and cakes
from a bake house at the rear.
At number 47 was Mr Seeley’s

View across Grip meadows

gents’ hairdresser, now
Tournant’s and at number 49
was Mr Morley’s greengrocery
and fish and chip shop, now the
chemists.

Next door was the Salvation
Army building and on Sunday
evening’s winter and summer
they held services at the
Greenhill in the middle of the
road no chance of that nowa-
days. At the end of Chapel Ter-
race, number 63, now a flower
shop was another Mr Seeley
repairing shoes. It is easy to
forget but who can remember
the two separate bridges over
the river by the Dog and Duck
pub? One was for road traffic
and the other for pedestrians.
Behind the Swan, the biggest
pub in the village, and its car
park, was a tall shed and during
the period after World War II,
Eastern Counties Bus Com-
pany parked one of its red dou-
ble decker buses there for use
by a local driver. The facility
was later used by the Fire Serv-
ice to house its tender which
had outgrown the fire station in
Symonds Lane. Next to the
Swan in the High Street,
Morley’s ran a fruit and veg-
etable shop and the premises
now occupied by Sweet Talk
News was Mr Backler’s gen-
eral store.

Coles Lane had only three
houses in the 1950s, there was
no Did-dell Court, the Furrells
or the health centre. The only
other building was the Red
Cross hut, a long wooden
structure with a felt roof which
catered for most village ac-
tivities including meetings,
whist drives, bazaars, dances
and wedding receptions etc.
With the active support of
many villagers it was replaced
by the Social Centre, a single
storey building, which is now
the much enlarged, and re-
named the Village Hall.

Returning to the High
Street, there is an excellent
photograph (in Linton in Pic-
tures) of Mr and Mrs Colvill
who ran the London Stores at
number 70 and at number 74
was Fairey’s butchers.

Number 80 was Mr Carter’s
sweet shop and easily forgot-
ten, at number 84 Mr Cottage
with his shoe repairs and taxi
business; his wife handling
laundry. At number 113a now
Boyz2Men hair salon was the
village post office run by Mr E
W Morley who spent time tak-
ing photographs of many
places of interest in the village
and publishing them as post-
cards.

The Co-op was a much
smaller shop than today with
the manager living on site and
his front door being where the
shop entrance is now. At
number 125 opposite was
‘top’ Holttums managed for a
number of years by Mr Maris.
At number 131 Mr Peachey
ran a cycle repair shop; I was
a constant customer.

On the corner of Balsham
Road on the site of the fire
station was Peter’s Meadow.
The meadow was enclosed by
a wooden fence with its en-
trance in Balsham Road. It
stretched from the open space
in front of the Cathodeon de-
velopment to the start of

Horseheath Road. For years
this was the venue for visits by
the fair and the circus. Until
the late 1940s there were no
houses on the west side of
Balsham Road before the bend
and the first post-war council
houses were completed in
1948 (see reference from
Housing in Linton by Frank
and Iris Jeffrey). The Vincent
family moved from Long Lane
to number 35 where a family
member still lives.

At number 2 Bartlow Road
was the Dolphin, the smallest
pub in the village and a little
further along Bartlow Road

on the north side was
Rhugarve House, the home of
Dr Brown whose photo is dis-
played in the current health
centre. Patients were seen in
Dr Brown’s house until a sur-
gery was built in the garden,
now a private house. My final
memory is the bakery run by
the Morley family where the
Cutting Room now is.

Having lived in Linton for
67 years it’s nice to remember
how it once was despite the
many changes that have taken
place.

 Cllr John Linsdell

Picture showing the Swan Bridge now Pictures by Sue Parry



Benten & Co.
Chartered Certified Accountants

We are a friendly, well established firm, large enough to 

deal with most accountancy and taxation matters.

Please telephone for an initial consultation

(without obligation)

Abbey House, 51 High Street, Saffron Walden

Telephone 01799 523053

www.benten.co.uk

White Chimneys

Garden Design

DON’T  WAIT  UNTIL  MAY,

START  PLANNING  TODAY!

Design in winter, plant in spring

and be ready to enjoy by summer.

Judith Rawlinson

BSc DipGD(InstGD)

Tel: 01223 897825
Email:Judithr2011@aol.com

www.whitechimneys-design.co.uk

P T Carpentry &
Building Services
where quality is affordable

Loft conversions, 

renovations, extensions, 

kitchens, bathrooms,

and all aspects of carpentry

Paul Turner

23 Rivey Way, Linton
Tel 01223 892174

Mob 07939 568767

Hair & Beauty Salon
113 High Street, Linton Cambs. CB1 6JT

Hair, Beauty, Nails and New fast tan sun bed
Open 6 days a week Mon/Tues/Friday 9am - 6pm

Wed/Thurs 9am - 8pm Sat 8.30 - 4pm

No Appointment necessary

Call 01223 891161 for more information

Monday - Friday 20% off all hair and 
beauty treatments for OAP's

MINUTES of the meeting of
Linton parish council held

on Thursday 4th January 2007.
Present:  councillors Mrs

E Bald, M Clay, Ms E Cornell,
Dr B Cox, M Gee, A Gore, B
Hammett, Mrs P Kenyon, T
Krarup, J Linsdell, Dr J
Rossiter, Dr V Urwin, Dr D
White, D Willingham; Mrs K
France – press and Mrs S
Parry – clerk.

In the absence of the chairman,
Cllr Cox took the chair.
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tree surgeons to cover work
needed to address health and
safety issues, general tree mainte-
nance and residential amenity.
Reports prepared to date and let-
ters from Chalklands residents
would be collated and included
with the invitations to tender. It
was agreed that the selection of
the contractor to be employed be
delegated to the finance commit-
tee following receipt of quota-
tions.

iv) Rights of way (Cllr
Rossiter) a written report had been
issued.

v) Venture playground (Cllr
Hammett) An insurance claim has
been sent regarding repairs to the
skate ramp. It was agreed that
Clever Curves be asked to under-
take the repairs and to add seating.

vi) Leadwell Meadows (Cllr
Rossiter) Nothing to report.

vii) Glebe land (Cllr Rossiter)
Nothing to report.

viii) Churchyard (Cllr Cox) A
written report has been issued.

ix) Communications (Cllr Gee)
Cllr Gee suggested that extra arti-
cles for parish matters are written
in the event of a shortage. The web
site is almost ready to be launched.

x) A1307 (Cllr Cornell) Cllr
Cornell reported that press levels
had recently been very high. The
one and a half mile stretch was
reportedly the most dangerous
stretch in Cambridgeshire result-
ing in four fatalities over the past
year. During recent speed checks
over one in ten drivers was 10%
over the speed limit on the ap-
proach to the Bartlow crossroads.
Cllr Willingham had reported
verge side rubbish to Scdc and
Ccc.

Full details of payments agreed
are available from the parish clerk.

Consideration of report from
traffic working party. It was
agreed that the Council will
progress the provision of addi-
tional parking in consultation  with
the fire station.

Consideration of Item 73, Ccc
heavy commercial vehicle route
manager. It was agreed that Cllr
Willingham be responsible for the
routemap and lorrywatch element
and that Cllr Urwin would draft a
letter to the Co-op regarding the
storage of cages in Green Lane.

Item 1 (Scdc Mutual Ex-
changes and S106 restrictions) It
was agreed that this item will be
added to the next agenda.

Item 21 (Ccc temporary signs
for community and charity events)
It was agreed this item be passed
to the editor of the Linton News
for publication.

Three members of the public
were present. A resident asked for
clarification regarding the park-
ing rights on the Market Square as
38 High Street is soon to be sold.
Cllr Gore reported that there has,
as yet, been no formal approach
from the purchaser.

Apologies for absence were
received from Cllr Potter.

Appointment of vice chair. A
ballot took place and Cllr Gore
was duly elected as vice chair.

Declarations of interest.  The
vice-chairman and Cllrs Bald and
Hammett declared a personal in-
terest under item 175 (Flaxfields).

Approval of the minutes of the
meeting held on 7th December
2006 were signed by the vice-
chairman as a true record.

a) Appointment of representa-
tive to address the Scdc planning
meeting re application S/2105/06/
F (Flaxfields extra-care scheme).

It was agreed that Cllr Cornell
attend the planning meeting on
10thJanuary at Cambourne. Cllr
Cornell invited comments from
other councillors.

b) S2105/06/F Amended plans
for information only. The plans
were discussed and it was agreed
that the alternative of blank brick
walls would be more oppressive
by nature of the design and height.

Open forum

MINUTES of the meeting
of the Linton parish

council on Thursday 18th Janu-
ary 2007.

Present: councillors A
Gore – vice chair, M Clay, Ms
E Cornell, Dr B Cox, M Gee, T
Krarup, J Linsdell, Dr J
Rossiter, Dr V Urwin, Dr D
White, and D Willingham, to-
gether with Mrs. S Parry,
clerk to the Council. Also in
attendance: DC/CC J
Batchelor and DC T Bear,
Mrs. K France (press) and
three members of the public.

Mr Tournant reiterated the
speeding problems on Horseheath
Road. He had made five telephone
calls to the police but received no
response. He requested help from
the parish council. He was asked
to submit copies of the incidents
to the clerk and back up his com-
plaints in writing.

Mr Baker thanked Cllr Cornell
for her support in speaking at the
planning committee meeting re-
garding the Flaxfields proposal.
He asked the council to remain
pro-active in the future. It was
agreed to agenda this item for dis-
cussion on 15th February.

Apologies for absence were
received from Cllrs Bald,
Hammett, Kenyon and Potter.

In the absence of Cllr Potter,

Cllr Gore took the chair.
It was agreed that the draft min-

utes of the meeting held on 4th

January 2007 be signed as a true
record of the meeting.

Cllr Urwin outlined the budget
proposal for 2007/08. In general a
4% increase had been applied. The
proposal was agreed unanimously.

Cllr Rossiter had issued a re-
port following the CALC (Cam-
bridgeshire Association of Local
Councils) meeting and asked for
ideas for future discussion topics.

There were several emails from
the police. The clerk confirmed
PC M Addison-Atkinson was back
on duty.

County councillor J Batchelor
suggested residents concerned
about speeding in Horseheath Rd
should petition the Area Joint
Committee for funding.

i) Open spaces (Cllr Clay)
Rhugarve Gardens has been re-
surfaced. The holes adjacent to
Crabtree Croft have been repaired.
There is a hole at the junction of
Harefield Rise.

ii) Recreation ground (Cllr
Kenyon) It was agreed the clerk
would contact the police and An-
glia Playgrounds. Cllr Kenyon
asked that the council write to
Retirement Care regarding the
overgrown hedge adjacent to the
path between Joiners Road and
the recreation ground.

iii) Cemetery (Cllr Gee) The
hedge had been cut and some paths
are in need of repair. With regard
to the cemetery trees, it was agreed
that quotations be obtained from

Co-ordinators Reports

Item 24 (Levels of policing) It
was agreed that Cllr Willingham
was to seek update from Mark
Kathro re policing and report to
next meeting.

Item 42 (National Grid over-
head line refurbishment works) It
was agreed that the clerk would
contact National Grid to ascertain
which footpaths will be affected.

Correspondence

Councillors’ Reports

The county council was cutting
various budgets in the current fi-
nancial year, including  from high-
ways maintenance, leaving the re-
surfacing of Coles Lane and Back
Road in doubt. However, money
might be re-allocated from other
works. Granta Vale had been re-
surfaced. He considered the only
funding available for countryside
services would be from the lottery.

J Batchelor reported a proposal
that Scdc should start charging for
emptying litter and dog bins at
£74 per annum per bin. Linton
currently had 23 bins. Further,
Linton’s current bins were not of
the suggested standard design.

The government was undertak-
ing a review of post offices, 95%
of the rural population should be
within three miles of a post office
according to Royal Mail criteria
and Linton had three other post
offices within three miles. No con-
sideration was given to their rela-
tive accessibility. He advised the
council to make representations.

Regarding Flaxfields, Cllr
Batchelor was asked about the site
following refusal of the applica-
tion. He confirmed that Hereward
Housing remained keen and a con-
sultative meeting with them would
be advisable at this stage.

Cllr Cornell was thanked for
speaking at the district council’s
planning committee meeting at
which the Flaxfields application
was refused. She thanked residents
and councillors for working to-
gether.

As the planning committee
meeting prior to the council meet-
ing had not been quorate, Cllr
Cornell requested that the council
consider application S/2430/06/F.

Open forum

Planning Committee

The council agreed to recommend
its approval.

Mutual Exchanges and S106
Restrictions (see correspondence
item 1 from previous meeting).

The clerk confirmed no repre-
sentations had been made to this
council by tenants claiming to be
adversely affected by the current
policy. It was agreed that Cllrs
Gore and Cornell should draft a
response to the district council’s
letter, expressing opposition to
any change to the current policy.

Consideration of payments due.
It was agreed that they be paid.

Item 12 (Email re bus shelter)
Cllr Potter was thanked for re-
moving most of the graffiti.

Item 28 (Email re tree plant-
ing) It was agreed to refer this
request to the council’s tree war-
den. It was noted the approval of
the highway authority might be
required.

It was agreed to hold the An-
nual Parish Meeting at the village
hall on 24th April.

Matters arising from the min-
utes of the meeting of 4th January
not already listed.

176 (ii) Anglia Playgrounds
would inspect the slide on 17th

January. Retirement Care had
been contacted about the over-
grown hedge between Joiners
Road and the recreation ground.

176 (v) The council’s insurers
had authorised repairs to the skate
ramp. The clerk had contacted
Clever Curves asking them to un-
dertake the work.

179 No. 21 (Ccc temporary
signs for community and charity
events) This had been copied to
the editor of the Linton News. No.
42 (National Grid overhead line
refurbishment) National Grid had
advised that the affected footpaths
were Nos. 2, 5, 7 and 12, and
bridleway 7.

181 (Email from Paul
Verbinnen re the bridge at the ford)
Confirming that the permanent
asphalt approach surface was in-
tended for completion by the end
of March and that if councillors
then remained unhappy with the
footbridge, they should contact his
manager. It was agreed to con-
sider this at the next meeting.

Cllr Urwin reported that be-
fore Christmas a tree had fallen
into the river. Mr Fairey had kindly
arranged its removal. It was agreed
to send a letter of thanks.

Cllr Cornell reported that a let-
ter of thanks had been received
from the residents of Parsonage
Way regarding the tidying up of
the copse.

Correspondence

Reports of J Batchelor

It was reported that the plan-
ning department has commented
that the leylandii bordering the
proposed Flaxfields development
and the Pest House, a listed build-
ing, would overshadow the pro-
posed new development.

Councillors were reminded of the
precept meeting scheduled for Thurs-
day 11th January 2006 and to ensure
that any requests be submitted to the
clerk by Tuesday at the latest.

It was agreed that the clerk
would contact Ccc again regard-
ing the bridge at the ford, asking
how long it will be in its tempo-
rary state.

Trees bordering Chalklands in cemetery
Photos by Sue Parry

Ford bridge


