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I AM a year 11 student at 
Linton village college and 
this July, I will be embark-
ing on a two-week trip to the 
Ukraine along with 12 other 
students in my year. 

During our visit, we are 
initially doing a four-day 
trek in the Carpathian 
mountains.

We will spend most of the 
remaining time doing some 
voluntary charity work in 
an orphanage – helping 
with the children and doing 
some construction work. 
     We will end the expedition 
by visiting Chernobyl and  
going white water rafting. 
The total cost of the trip is 
£1,450 each (not including 
the cost of equipment) and 
therefore, we are all raising 
funds. 

As part of my fundraising, 
I am organising a ceilidh on 
Friday 13th March to be held 
at the college to celebrate  
St Patrick’s day, which is on 

Join our 
ceilidh for 
Chernobyl

and an 
Irish dance 

EARLY in December, Rose-
mary Turner, of Joiners Road, 
was thrilled to see what ap-
peared to be a muntjac deer 
in the garden. Although it 
was hard to see, blending in 
with dead leaves, Rosemary 
eventually managed to take 
some pictures. 

When the animal ap-
peared a couple of times 
during the next two weeks, 
Rosemary was still pleased, 
but wondered why it was 
visiting until she was told by 
her sister-in-law: “Deer are 
nice to see in a neighbour’s 
garden but not in yours, as 
they eat everything.” 

It seemed that the animal 
was chomping its way through 
the apples left out for the 
birds and was subsequently 
seen chewing its way through 
a neighbour’s vegetables. 
    So how do you discourage 
deer which not only eat the 
fruit and vegetables but can 
be quite destructive? 

They have chewed young 
shoots and stripped the 
bark from trees, particu-
larly in gardens bordering 
the fields. 

Sugges t ions  inc lude 
spreading lion dung round 
the perimeter and hanging  
human hair near the en-
trance. 

These deterrents are listed 
on the internet but chemical 
repellents are regulated in 
the UK by the Control of Pes-
ticides Regulations (1986). 
Lion dung and human 
hair (two oft quoted deer  
repellents) fall under the 

Muntjac ... not such a dear

control of these regulations 
and have not been approved 
for use as pesticides!

Creosote, moth balls and 
human urine are also sug-
gested but found to be largely 
ineffective or difficult to 
manage. 

Since hanging scented 
soap near the entrance gap, 
Rosemary says she has seen 
less of the deer. 

Neighbours in Joiners 
Road say they have seen hoof 
prints near the house. One 
resident has even reported 
seeing the deer walking  
brazenly down the middle of 
the road ... it certainly hasn’t 

given up yet.
According to information 

gathered from the internet, 
the only effective barriers 
against deer are properly 
erected and maintained deer 

Drawing of 
a muntjac 

kindly 
supplied by 

Maureen 
Williams. 
They can 
be quite 

destructive, 
eating young 

shoots and 
stripping 

bark from 
trees

LINTON jazz orchestra is 
celebrating its 10th  
anniversary this month with 
a concert at Linton Village 
College on 21st March.

Linton Jazz was the 
dream of music teacher 
Karen Sanderson, who 
started playing flute for the 
Doncaster Jazz Orchestra at 
the age of 12 and performed 
at the Montreux Jazz  

It’s 10 years on ... and Linton Jazz is celebrating

FURTHER to my plea for help in rescuing foot-
ball boots from the top of a tree in the recreation 
ground (January issue of the Linton News), the 
mission was accepted by the intrepid and daring 
first Linton Beaver leader, Barry Holman and his 
colony of Beavers. 

Four months after their disappearance, the 
boots, clean, shiny and undamaged were re-
turned to their owner. 

When asked how he managed to get the boots 
down from eight metres up the tree, Mr Holman 
said he had the help of his son and some of his 
faithful young Beavers (boys aged six-eight) who 
had volunteered for the task. 

He said the children were going for their 
‘Treetops Activities’ and ‘Catching Falling 
People’ badges, and added: “It’s surprising how 
far you can throw a Beaver up a tree.” 

Barry will be presented with the ‘Expert at  
embroidering the truth’ badge at the next  
meeting.

Josephine Paterson

Remember those football boots?

Picture by Josephine Paterson

Festival and the Royal  
Albert Hall. 

“I wanted to give some-
thing back to young musi-
cians because of the oppor-
tunities I had been given 
when I was younger,” she 
says.

Over the past 10 years, 
almost 100 members have 
passed through the band. 
Some, like drummer Lucy 

Landymore and saxophon-
ist Dan Searjeant, have 
gone on to study music in 
London and joined national 
jazz orchestras. 

Not that Linton Jazz 
is all about youth – there 
has always been a blend of 
younger and more expe-
rienced musicians whom 
Karen describes as the 
‘backbone’ of the band. 

One of the performers 
at the opening concert in 
March 1999 was Karen’s 
mother-in-law Miriam, who 
learned to play the saxo-
phone at 58 despite suffer-
ing from terminal cancer. 
This month’s concert will 
see the award of a trophy in 
her name to a band member 
who has given exceptional 
service.

So what do the next 10 
years have in store? “When 
we started in 1999, I never 
thought we would still be 
going in 10 years,” says 
Karen, “but now it is hard 
to imagine Linton Jazz not 
being around.” 

There are plans to  
record a CD and perhaps go 
on a European tour,  
but in the meantime, there’s 

this year’s concert to 
rehearse. The anniversary 
concert will take place at 
Linton village college on  
21st March, with doors open-
ing at 7pm. 

Tickets are £8 for adults, 
£4 for under-18s and OAPs 
and £15 for families,  
available on the door or in 
advance by calling 891708.

Tony Kelly

First came the snow ...

THE first week of February saw a chilly scene. On Page 6, you 
can see more wintry pictures submitted by LN readers

Picture by David Champion
Back to earth: the boots finally rescued by the Beavers

fences and individual tree/
plant guards. 

Has anyone heard of any 
less expensive ways of keep-
ing the little dears at bays?

LNT

the following Tuesday.
I participate in a class 

with the Masterson school 
of Irish dancing and a 
group of us from the school 
will be staging a demonstra-
tion of Irish dancing at the 
ceilidh.

This will be followed 
by a live  band which will 
entertain us for the rest of 
the evening. 

There will also be a  
traditional caller who will 
shout out dance instruc-
tions, so people will have no 
excuse not to join in. 

I will also hold a raffle. 
The doors are open at 8pm, 
with the Irish dancers per-
forming at 8.30 and the 
whole evening finishes at 
11pm. 

The tickets cost £5 for 
adults and £3 for conces-
sions and can be purchased 
in advance at the college or 
on the door. 

Lucy Sneezum
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PLUMBLINE
Plumbing & Heating

RELIABLE COMPETITIVE
FRIENDLY SERVICE

Linton 
01223 893903

Don’t delay call today

PAULINE'S
CHILDCARE IN 

LINTON
FOR UNDER FIVES

Ofsted registered
Monday – Friday
Ring for details
01223 891890

Steve Webb
Painter

&

Decorator 
over 30 years experience

CITY & GUILDS CERTIFICATES

31 Balsham Road
Linton
Cambridge
CB21 4LD
Tel: 01223 891119
Mobile: 07772991373

• MOT testing 
• All makes of vehicles serviced
   and repaired 
• Tyres at competitive prices
• courtesy car provided
• Polite and friendly staff  

LINTON VILLAGE MOTORS
(situated in Great Abington opposite Granta Park) 

www.lintonvillagemotors.co.uk

Tel: 01223 830550

Mon-Fri:  8.30am-5.30pm       Sat:  8.30am-12.30pm

AJB 
Fencing
All types of domes-
tic fencing - decking 
paving - landscaping

Garden services 
01223 894795
07813 070542

www.ajbfencing.co.uk
Portfolio Available

Bed &
Breakfast

Denise Kiddie
Large ground 

floor room 
with king size bed
Families welcome

27, High Street
Linton

Tel 01223 893478

Thoughts from 
the GRanta ranta

Advice for next winter

WITH the credit crunch biting ever harder, more and more 
families are reconsidering their shopping habits. Unfortunately, 
this often leads to more customers (and greater profits) for 
the large supermarket chains. Surely, these are ideal times to  
offer support to the local traders?

In recent years, the laissez-faire attitude of consumers and 
government  has simply encouraged larger retailers to buy chunks 
of  land on an unprecedented scale. Stores are being built on the 
outskirts of most small towns, sucking the life and soul from 
the High Street.

However, the Competition Commission tabled a report re-
cently declaring that Tesco, with 32 per cent of the grocery market, 
and  the other ‘big four’ supermarkets are  not responsible for the 
decline of our town and village centres. Given that a lot of money 
that could have been spent on the high street ends up in their tills, 
that must mean that it’s all the fault of the consumer.

Convenience seems to be the biggest factor in the increased 
popularity of the supermarkets. It is up to us as consumers to 
think about what price we are willing to pay for this in our busy 
lives. We have become  used to spending as little time as possible 
on our weekend trip to the supermarket. And for what? To rush 
home in order to catch Phillip Schofield, shouting at us over a 
wildly enthusiastic audience, as some C-list celebrity discovers 
they cannot ice skate.

In order to see our village stores flourish, we must patronise 
them as they are our shops, local only to us. Nobody else is going 
to come  here for their supplies, so why do we go elsewhere to 
boost their local economy? 

The competition for customers is not exclusively between 
the big supermarkets and village shops. Linton’s own stores are 
also battling for trade amongst themselves. It seems odd  that the 
Co-op, once a reliable source of many cooking ingredients, now 
gives up a lot of its shelf space to items more commonly found 
in the newsagent. In return, we now have a newsagent stocking 
a limited amount of what’s available in the Co-op. Even the Post 
Office has joined in, with an impressive array of confectionery 
and, bizarrely, handbags.

Even Cambridge, with its pompous Grand Arcade, appears 
to be giving up on traditional shoppers. This recreation of Bond 
Street is clearly targeting tourists, while Tesco and Sainsbury’s 
mop up what’s left.

Linton could easily sustain many more local businesses than 
it does. We have sadly lost some good shops in recent decades. 
Local stores, box schemes and markets can only thrive and survive 
with our custom. Are we ready to turn our backs on convenience 
and small cash savings to achieve this?

WE HOPE that you are well and 
those of you using the roads in 
the area during the recent snow 
falls managed to get to your 
destinations safely.

The police experienced a 
number of calls from drivers 
whose vehicles had left the road 
or had been involved in colli-
sions with other vehicles.

In these conditions, we urge 
people not to make their jour-
ney unless they have to. If you 

do venture out on the roads, 
make sure that you have enough 
fuel and warm clothes in case 
you become stranded. 

Keep food and drink in the 
car and a shovel to clear snow. 
It is also advisable to make sure 
that your mobile phone is fully 
charged should  you need to call 
a recovery organisation or the 
emergency services.

PCSO 7081 Pulley and 
PCSO 7350 Lynch

I COULDN’T really be a journalist for LVC without writ-
ing an article on the latest craze to hit the upper school, in 
the form of JRi Productions Night of White (NOW). With 
UV paint, glowsticks and dance music, it has quickly be-
come a popular event for people in years 10 and 11 to enjoy. 

The production company was the brainchild of Joe Ing-
less, an entrepreneurial year 11 student, who decided that 
by providing a product that would be popular with the 
older students he could start a business and raise money for 
various good causes linked to LVC.

As Joe has tapped into this very successful market he 
is able to raise large sums for his clients’ worthy causes. 
In the past the money raised has gone to an expedition to 
the Ukraine and the expedition going to Borneo next year. 
Each of them has made around over £1000 – proving how 
popular and successful the Night of White is. Profits from 
the February NOW are going towards the Year 11 leavers’ 
ball. This includes artists such as DJ Hixxy, ATB, Andy C, 
Jenna G, DJ Tiesto, DJ Rankin, Shy FX, DJ Luck and MC 
Neat. 

You really should try it, or buy a ticket for your teenag-
ers at LVC, they won’t be disappointed!

Sammy Miners
PS: If people are interested in doing their own Night of 

White, then please contact Joe at jriproductions@hotmail.
co.uk or ring me on 07948904610.

Come and join us in  
celebrating Holy Week
IN preparation for Holy Week, 
the time of the year when Chris-
tians recollect the last supper, 
arrest, trial and crucifixion of 
Jesus Christ, St Mary’s church 
will be presenting the Passion 
of Our Lord according to St 
Mark.

Set to music by Charles 
Wood, this will take place at 
6pm on Passion Sunday, 29th 

March, at St Mary’s. This hour-
long devotion takes the form of 
a cantata for choir, soloists and 
organ. There are hymns that 
everyone can join in. 

Composed to words se-
lected by Eric Milner-White, 
then Dean of Kings College 
Cambridge, the work has been 
revived in recent years, with a 
new recording by the choir of 
Jesus College. The choir of St 
Mary’s will be joined by Philip 

Asher at the organ and directed 
by David Parry-Smith. 

The following Sunday,  
5th April, is Palm Sunday. On 
this day we recall Jesus’s entry 
into Jerusalem on a donkey 
when the crowds strewed palms 
in his path. 

The mood then changes for 
an ecumenical service in the 
evening at 6pm following the 
way of the cross, again at St 
Mary’s. 

This is a moving service 
when we consider and meditate 
on the spiritual truths that un-
derlie the last journey that Jesus 
made before he was crucified. 

Further details of Holy Week 
and Easter services at churches 
in Linton are available in the 
Linton Churches Together 
Easter card.
David Parry-Smith 894715

A NEW general planning advice service, aiming to 
help local people and businesses understand the plan-
ning process, has been introduced by South Cam-
bridgeshire District Council (SCDC). 

Expert advice and answers to general planning 
queries are now available from SCDC’s planning duty 
officer from 9am-5pm, Monday to Friday. Just call 
01954 713155 or visit the council’s Cambourne office. 

Each day, an officer from our friendly and experi-
enced planning service will provide general advice on 
householder development proposals for applicants or 
neighbour, answers to technical planning questions, 
help to complete application forms, information on 
fees and other charges, guidance on interpreting plans 
and drawings and confirmation of the validity of  
applications delivered to the council’s office.

Calls should be kept to general planning queries 
and take up no more than 15 minutes. 

Specific enquiries about registered applications will 
continue to be dealt with by the relevant planning 
officer. Key information about registered applica-
tions – including status, timescales, consultations and 
decisions – can be found online at www.scambs.gov.
uk/planning.

Cllr Nick Wright, SCDC planning portfolio holder 
said: “We know that the planning process can be 
difficult to understand so we’ve introduced this new 
service to help local people and businesses success-
fully navigate their way through it. We hope to help 
people get their applications and representations right  
first time.”  

Anna Efford, Communications Officer
South Cambridgeshire District Council

Cambourne Business Park
Cambourne

CB23 6EA 

Find out all about 
those council plans

WE know Wimbledon is 
four months away but the 
Cambridge lawn tennis 
club is offering to keep local 
communities fit and healthy.  
The club is a community 
based not-for-profit organi-
sation committed to making 
tennis available to all ages, 
abilities and social groups in 
villages in and around the 
Cambridge area. 

It provides a year round 
schedule of coaching cours-
es for adults and juniors of 
all abilities. It is the biggest 
club in Cambridgeshire, 
with around 650 members, 
and 17 courts. 

During the April holiday, 
it is running junior coaching 
camps for children. Courses  
held from 6th-10th for all 
ages: mini tennis for age 4-7  
from 9.30-11am, and for 
aged 8-11 and 12-15, the ses-
sions cover the same dates 
but the times are 9.30am-
12.30pm.

For more information, 
please call 312550 or email 
info@cambridgeltc.com. 
For application forms, 
please contact:

 The Administrator,  
Cambridge Lawn Tennis 
Club, Wilberforce Road, 

Cambridge CB3 0EQ

Anyone for tennis?

Sammy’s report on ...

The Night of White in action. This picture actually looks 
beautiful in colour. See for yourself at www.Linton.info

Picture supplied by Sammy Miners

Night of White spectacular

PLODDING ALONG
an update on police matters



DUE to the snow, we started our meeting early so the 
speaker for the evening, Peter Beale and his wife could 
return home before the ice and snow descended again! 
This is the third time that Peter, who was the conservation 

officer for southern England before his retirement, has spoken to 
Linton WI on his series of tales entitled Light among the trees. 
He showed us beautiful slides depicting the wildlife he had en-
countered when felling, coppicing and clearing undergrowth to 
allow light through, enabling various plants, butterflies, birds and 
mammals to flourish and establish themselves. A truly delightful 
talk beautifully illustrated by the amazing slides he had taken. 
Val Spencer gave the vote of thanks.

Refreshments were enjoyed plus the 65th birthday cake made 
by Eileen for all those who missed out last month.  Ann Simpkin 
then proceeded with the usual meeting,  acknowledging the large 
turn-out on such a cold uninviting evening.

The Anglesey Abbey trip was much enjoyed but the weather 
could have been better. David Champion had taken some lovely 
photographs which were displayed. Another strolling walk was 
arranged meeting at 10am on 10th February. It will be from the 
Dog and Duck to Hildersham and back. The bus stop seat: workhas 
been installed. Our thanks to be conveyed to the parish council 
for its help with  this much needed facility. The next Abington 
group meeting will be on 20th May at Balsham. Three items of 
historical interest are needed for the competition: members to 
bring anything they have to the May meeting. The spring council 
meeting will be on 27th April at Comberton. The cost is £5, names 
and money to be submitted next month.

Taste of Anglia – 10 tickets have been ordered for 6th March; 
Ann Harmer took names of those interested. An outing to Beth 
Chatto’s garden at Old Harwich and Manningtree on 25th June has 
been arranged by Bel. A list will be circulated. Camping Close: 
concern was expressed about a proposal to fence off an area of 
the green.  Most were not in favour of losing this recreational 
facility, and want to be fully informed about the proposals so 
that members of  the community are  given a chance to express 
their concerns.

Committee: there have been two resignations this time and 
volunteers are needed to replace them. Birthday posies were 
distributed and the raffle took place.

The next meeting will be at 7.30pm on 3rd March, the speaker 
on ‘Now for something new and different’ will be Paul Sherville. 
Do come and join us, we can assure you of a warm welcome.

Tricia Lewis  893609
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For entry in this list, ensure that your event is written 
into the diary in the Post Office.

You may also send an email with your event details to diary@
linton.info, or use the form on www.linton.info.

 Details of items in bold type may be found elsewhere in this edition. 
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WEEKLY  
Junior badminton, 10am-12noon Sundays  SC
Adult tennis coaching, Sundays (call 07791 150141)  SC
Pilates, 10 and 11.15am Mondays   VH
Yoga, 7-8.30pm Mondays term time                          Hadstock VH
Whist drive, 7.30pm Mondays                                           VH
Men’s all-age keep fit club, 8pm Mondays             SC 
Ladies’ netball, 7.15-8.30pm Mondays    SC
Cempa wu-shu karate, 7-8pm Mondays (age 5 upwards)            LVC
Aquacise Mon, Tues and Wed tel 890248 to enrol            Granta School
Scrabble club, 10am-12noon alternate Tuesdays from 9/9 Dog & Duck
Linton Granta toddlers, 10am Tuesdays and Thursdays term time LVC
Hadstock toddler group, 2-3.30pm Tuesdays term time   Hadstock VH
Ladies’ football, 7-8pm Tuesdays           LVC
Linton chess club, 7.30pm Tuesdays                                                CC
Tae Kwon Do, 6-8pm Tuesdays and Thursdays              SC
Ladies’ badminton, 8-10pm Tuesdays          SC
IT club, 7pm Tuesdays               CC
WEA, 10am Tuesdays from 20th Jan                            VH
Yoga, 7.30pm Tuesdays term time                      Hildersham VH
Linton radio race car club, 6-10pm Wednesdays            VH
Men’s keep fit club, 8pm Wednesdays                                          SC
Linton theatre workshop, Wednesdays (call 892076)
Tots-in-tow, 10-11.30am Wednesdays term time  VH
Music Matters, 9.45am & 11am Thursdays                                  VH
LVC badminton club, 8-10pm Thursdays  SC
Carpet bowls, 7.30pm Thursdays    VH
Tots music group, Fridays 10.30 & 1.30 term time  URC
Buffy bus, Fridays 11am-12.15pm Hadstock village green
Junior basketball, 6-7pm Fridays  SC
Bridge club, 7pm Fridays   CC
Adult tap dancing, 7.15-8pm Fridays term time  VH
Granta badminton club, 8-10pm Fridays  SC
Mini kickers, 10-11am Saturdays until 4th April LVC
For Sports Centre courses please call Mark Wilson 890248

MARCH
  2 Camera club, 7.15pm CC
  3 WI, 7.30pm VH
  4 Lent lunch, 12noon 1 Rhugarve Gardens
  4 Reading Group, 8pm Dog & Duck
  5 Luncheon club, 12.15pm The Crown
  5 Parish council, 8pm CC
  6    Women’s World Day of Prayer, 10.30am                   St Mary’s
  7 Farmers’ market, 9.30am LVC
10 VIP meeting, 2pm Chalklands
10 Gardening club, 7.30pm VH
10 Bookfest meeting, 8pm Venue to be confirmed
11 Lent lunch, 12noon 7 Harefield Rise
12 Linton Trefoil guild, 7.45pm 3 Cambridge Road
13 Ceilidh, 8pm LVC
15 Camera club awayday, 9.30am Coles Lane car park
17 Historical society, 7.30pm VH
18 CAMTAD hearing help, 9am-12noon HC
18 Lent lunch, 12noon 10 Symonds Lane
19 Parish council, 8pm CC
21 Dads and tots, 9.30am VH
21 Linton jazz concert, 7.30pm LVC
25 Lent lunch, 12noon 9 The Furrells
26 ACE fish, chips and quiz, 12noon Church pavilion
28 Puckeridge Hunt, 1.30pm Horseheath racecourse
28 Linton Music Society concert, 7.30pm LVC
29 PSA run, 11am Infant school
29 St Mark passion, 6pm St Mary’s

APRIL
  1 Lent lunch, 12noon 89 Bartlow Road
  2 Luncheon club, 12.15 The Crown
  5 Parish council, 8pm CC
  6-10 Tennis sessions, 9.30am-12.30pm Cambridge LTC
  6 Camera club, 7.15 CC
  KEY: CC Cathodeon Centre, HC Health Centre, LVC Linton 
Village College, RG Recreation Ground, SC Sports Centre, URC 
United Reform Church, VH Village Hall.
Library times: Monday Closed; Tuesday 10.30am-
1pm, 2pm-5pm; Wednesday 2pm-5pm, 6pm-8pm; Thurs-
day Closed; Friday 10.30am-1pm, 2pm-5pm, 6pm-8pm;  
Saturday 10am-12noon.

Refuse collection: 2nd, 16th, 30th March
Recycling collection: 9th,  23rd March, 6th April
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Readers write...

JUSTIN PEARSON
Reliable, High Quality 

Painter & Decorator
for Interiors & Exteriors 

Free Estimates
Tel 01223 565310

Mobile 0775 2469130

B Haylock
Wood Flooring 

&

Carpentry
Supply and installation

Free quotations

Home viewing 
of samples

Mob: 07734057520
Tel: 01223 890418

L.B. CABS
LINTON

PHONE LINTON 

01223 892986

For all your long and 
short taxi trips

Airports
Courier Service 

Dear Editor, 
I think it’s worth pointing out 
a confusion by your Pot-Pour-
ri problem-setter in giving 
the solution in the February 
issue of the previous month’s 
problem. In fact both gas and 
electricity are charged by the 
kilowatt-hour (kwh) which 
is a standard unit of energy. 
One kwh provides the same 
amount of heat be it delivered 
as gas or electricity. Kilowatts, 
on the other hand, are a rate 
at which energy is used by 
different devices and it would 
be meaningless for an energy 
supplier to give a charge for a 
rate of supply. 
The original question had a 
rather obvious solution as, 
because gas has a cheaper cost 
per unit, clearly gas is cheaper 
– no calculation is required! 
Dr Adrian Wright
By e-mail

Dear Editor
Please can I say thank you 
very much to all my fam-
ily and friends who came to 
my 50th birthday party. May 
I thank everybody for the 
lovely presents I received.
Valerie Dyer
Chalklands

Too good for jumble...

Urania replies: I would like 
to thank Dr Wright for his 
comments. However the 
point of the problem was to 
make the calculation sink 
into the mind mathematical-
ly from first principles, else 
there would be no problem 
of gas vs electricity. 

He is correct in his 
answer if we read the meter 
for  both gas and electric-
ity and come to a conclu-
sion by comparing kWhrs. 
However, boiling a kettle 
using electricity and using 
the selfsame amount (water) 
with gas does not necessar-
ily compare, irrespective of 
cost. (It may take a lengthy 
time by gas which could out-
weigh electricity price).

(Gas is measured by 
volume and then converted 
to kWhrs, whereas electric-
ity is measured directly in 
kWhrs).

Thus I wanted the 
solver to base his answer 
by the amount of water, 
temperature change and 
hence energy used from first 
principles. After all, many 
people have remarked to me 
that I should use an electric 
kettle for my tea as it would 
be much cheaper than gas! 
Not so.

Did Urania get it wrong?

NEW items offered this month are a 24in Panasonic TV with 
digibox and a 4ft 6in Adjustamatic bed with massage Malbor-
ough mattress. The three-tier electric steamer, glass shower 
screen with fittings,  one year old Photosmart 7800 HP printer, 
15in Dell computer, almost new Fisher Price baby bath, Ca-
siotone CT 450 stereo keyboard with instructions – battery or 
mains operated and the set of Morse videos with book about 
the stories are all still available.

St Mary’s church received £20 for the Primer Home Bakery 
breadmaker and Help for Heroes had £20 for the Evolution X 
fitness vibration plate.

To buy any of the above or to offer an item to profit a char-
ity, please contact me. 

Kate France 891602 or email katefrance@linton48. 
freeserve.co.uk

OUR THANKS

WI are undaunted 
by the snow

WITH our next editor taking over, a new chapter begins in the 
Linton News. This seems a very good time to tell our readers how 
the team perceives its role and how you can help.

We understand that the role of the Linton News is to report 
events which are local, informative, interesting and diverse to 
ensure that articles appeal to as many people as possible. It is not 
our remit to print every word and picture we receive, as material 
has to be sorted for content, length, grammar etc.

If contributors feel we do not appreciate their work we apolo-
gise,  but we are constrained by the space we have. We do print 
most of the articles we receive each month but we have to shorten 
some of them to enable this to happen. 

To borrow from Abraham Lincoln: We can please 
all of the people some of the time, some of the people 
all of the time but we cannot please all of the people 
all of the time!

You can help by giving us feedback along with 
articles, and we hope to continue to print what we 
believe is an interesting paper for the villages where 
it is delivered.

LNT

We’re doing our best
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BED & BREAKFAST
Mrs Monica Clarkson
4 Harefield Rise, Linton

Tel: 01223 892988
Quiet modern bungalow

Families welcome 
No Smoking

BED  and BREAKFAST
ANN & GEORGE PEAKE

Linton Heights
36 Wheatsheaf Way, Linton

Tel: (01223) 892516
Comfortable & friendly

Les Westlake
Mobile: 07929 501101

Tel: 01223 892866
leswestlake@aol.com

Quality Painting 
and 

Decorating Service

HOUSE
GARDEN

MAINTENANCE

& 

Singing Lessons
Sarah Rosewell 
BA (Hons) Music

Individual singing lessons 
available for all ages 

and abilities
Whether towards exams or 

purely for pleasure
  * CRB Checked
  * Based in Linton

For more information contact:
Sarah on 01223 894861

Email:
    sarahrosewell@hotmail.com

SPRINGFIELD HOUSE
14/16 Horn Lane, Linton

BREAKFAST

Tel 01223 891383

Regency house near Church,
River views from bedrooms &
guest lounge.

BED &

• Alarm systems 
• Monitoring systems 
• CCTV
• Fire equipment 
• Safes 
• Covert solutions

Tel: 01799 525540    
Mob: 07821 347434

email: info@alphasecure.co.uk
www.alphasecure.co.uk

BED AND 
 BREAKFAST

BAKERY COTTAGE  
WEST WRATTING 

CAMBRIDGE 
CB21 5LU

also
Cottage and Converted 

Barn to rent for holidays, 
weekends and short breaks. 

sleeping 6 and 4 people
        Tel Carol on

01223 290492
07860 810689

Reliable Local 
Builder

From  conversions to 
plastering, 

renovations to tiling and 
decorating-

No job too small

Tel: 01223 290925 
Mobile 07813 070369 

❉  Experienced & Qualified caring staff
❉  OFSTED Registered & Inspected

❉  Member of NCMA 

3 months - 8 yrs
Mon - Fri am/pm or all day sessions

Emergency or Overnight care
Short term drop in service 

(subject to availability)
Tel: 01223 894464

GARAGE
DOORS

SERVICED-REPAIRED
REPLACED

Spares for all makes
Free Estimate, Brochures

and Advice
Steel – GRP – Timber

Sectional single or double skin
Roller Doors

A.B.C. Garage Door Systems
Telephone 01223 893798
or mobile 07774 499537

www.garagedoorsabc.co.uk
email@garagedoorsabc.co.uk

KJL Roofing
All roofing repairs, lead-
work, renewal of pitched 

or flat roofs
New guttering, 

repairs/unblocking
Free estimates before any 

work commenced
25 years + Experience

Tel: 01223 892542
Mob: 07958 618440

CREM Recruitment Ltd, based 
in the Market Square in Haver-
hill, will be donating £50 every 
time they place a person in a 
permanent job for the whole 
of 2009.

And the charity the firm, 
owned by Linton residents 
Colin Saunders and Tom 
McKenzie, has selected is St 
Nicholas Hospice Care. 

Crem recruits both tem-
porary and permanent staff 
across a wide range of sectors 
in an area covering Linton, 
Haverhill, Newmarket, Bury, 
Saffron Walden and Cam-
bridge. 

Established in 2007 and 
after a successful first year in 
business, the firm decided that 
it wanted  to put something 
back into the local community 
and reached the conclusion 
that the hospice was a very 
worthwhile cause.

Managing director Colin 

FANCY a plate of fish and 
chips? Well, why not do 
something different and use 
this great British takeaway to 
raise money for charity?

You could hold a fish and 
chip supper locally on Friday 
15th May and raise aware-
ness of spinal cord injury by 
supporting the Spinal Injuries 
Association’s information and 
support services. 

The supper could be in 
your own home, at work or 
you could stage a larger sup-
per at your local community 
centre.

The association will 
provide a fundraising pack 
containing hints and tips, reci-
pes, invitations and donation 
envelopes. 

By inviting seven friends 
and asking them to donate 
an additional £5, you will 
raise at least £35 from your 
supper, but we will also give 
you other fundraising ideas 
to raise even more money for 
the SIA.

This year, the association 
will celebrate its 35th anniver-
sary, and as Friday 15th May is 
Spinal Cord Injury awareness 
day, what better way to raise 
funds than by holding a fish 
and chip supper?

Donor development officer 
Elizabeth Wright says: “This 
is the first year that the SIA 
is running the suppers but we 
already envisage this will be 
one of our top fundraising 
initiatives over the coming 
years. 

“Be a part of something 
special and make a real dif-
ference to help spinal cord 
injured people gain access to 
the information and support 
they need to enable them 
to live full and independent 
lives.”

For more information or 
to request a fundraising pack, 
call Elizabeth Wright on 0845 
678 6633 xtn 229 or email 
fishandchips@spinal.co.uk or 
visit www.spinal.co.uk

said: “Our main contribution 
will be that we have decided to 
donate £50 for every person we 
place in a permanent job. 

“We feel that this is an all-
round positive thing to do as 
our candidate gets a new job, 
our client gets a new member 
of staff, we receive our place-
ment fee and St Nicholas Hos-
pice Care receives £50.”

He added: “We will soon 
be launching a brand new 
website and have dedicated 
a whole page to the hospice, 
which will include links and 
telephone numbers encourag-
ing others to get involved. 

“We have also taken on all 
of the recruitment advertising 
costs for the hospice and are 
currently advertising for two 
nurses  for  the inpatient ward. 
   “We subscribe to a number 
of job sites that can cost any-
thing up to £400 to advertise 
just for one job so we feel this 
will save them unnecessary 

expenditure. We also plan to 
get involved where we can in 
other fundraising events.”

Since 1984, St Nicholas 
Hospice Care has offered 
comfort, care and advice to 
thousands of people through-
out the local area. 

They are an independent 
charity providing palliative 
care to those with life-threat-
ening illnesses such as cancer, 
motor neurone disease and 
AIDS. 

The hospice’s services in-
clude a 12 bed Sylvan ward, 
Orchard day therapy, chap-
laincy, bereavement support, 
including a children’s be-
reavement service.

Abby Hunt, corporate fund-
raiser for the hospice said: 
“We are very grateful to the 
community for the support 
we receive.

“We are also very pleased 
to be celebrating our 25th  
anniversary this year with 
Crem Recruitment and a whole 
host of other companies.”

Should you want further  
information regarding Crem 
Recruitment and the work it 
does for charity, please visit 
www.cremrecruitment.co.uk

LINTON is working hard at 
keeping fit. The infant school 
PSA organised a sponsored 
five kilometre fun run last 
year and this year is offering 
two options – a five kilometre 
and a 10 kilometre run.

Head teacher Louise 
Clark said: “The idea for the 
Linton run came from the 
PSA last year when look-
ing into new ways to raise 
money for Linton infant 
school. 

“A few years ago, there 
used to be a Linton half 
marathon which was always 
well attended, so we thought 
a run would be a good event 
for the school to organise. 

“We decided to start 
with a 5k last year, which 
could appeal to all runners, 
especially those who had 
just started running, and 
this year, we have decided to 
make the event a 5k and 10k 
to appeal to all standards.”

The route starts at the 

THE London Marathon, 
another go …
You might remember how 
overwhelming was the Lon-
don Marathon experience in 
2008 – LN May 2008 -, the 
race itself and the friendship.

One year after, the appeal is still hard to resist.
You have read about  Bridget  and Al is ta ir 

last  month,  support ing their chosen chari ty.  
So, when Barnardo’s chose me from their waiting list early 
in February, I couldn’t resist. I step into a children’s world 
at Linton Infant school, trying to grow the magic beans with 
my children and wish all children could be so privileged.

“Barnardo’s Believes in Children”, no matter who they are: 
those vulnerable, those abused, those forgotten or neglected. 
They support them as they deserve a better life and chance 
to fulfil their potential, as do any children, as do our children. 
Visit www.barnardos.org.uk

I would like to do my bit to see a sparkling light in any 
child’s eyes, draw a smile on every face. Thanks for support-
ing Barnardo’s, and supporting me to the tune of £1600 by 
going to www.justgiving.com/stephanetoussenel/ by emailing 
stephane.toussenel@gmail.com or by calling 890941.

If you entering any charity event, let us know. We will do 
our best to support you . 

Editor
Barnardo’s address and telephone contacts are:
Tanners Lane, Barkingside, Ilford, Essex, IG6 1QG
Tel 020 8550 8822

Crem’s charity work 
is just the job

Driving force: The two men behind Crem Recruitment, 
Tom McKenzie, left,  and Colin Saunders

Up for a challenge? 
Then get training ...

Our Marathon man  
just can’t stop running

Picture supplied by Crem Recruitment

infant school and takes 
you through a scenic 
route around Chilford 
Hall, whose management is 
kindly allowing us to use its 
grounds. 

The race begins at 11am 
on Sunday 29th March and 
application forms are avail-
able through the Linton 
infant school website: www.
lintoninfants.com/pta.asp, 
where you can download a 
form.

Alternatively, send a 
stamp addressed envelope 
to Mrs R Tysoe, 15 Fairfield 
Way, Linton, Cambridge.

There will be refresh-
ments and snacks available 
on the day, plus a children’s 
Easter egg hunt.”

We hope to see lots of 
runners, family and club 
members gathering in this 
dual race event which cater 
for everyone ...

I will be running.
Editor

Charity fish 
and chips

 Opportunity awaits
We provide a professional and friendly recruitment serv-
ice to Haverhill and the surrounding villages. If you are 
looking for short term temporary work or if you are 
looking for the next step on your career ladder then 
call us today or email your CV to: jobs@cremrecruit-
ment.co.uk

www.cremrecruitment.co.uk
Contact Colin Saunders or Tom McKenzie 

on: 01440 708833

⇒ Industrial
⇒ Administration
⇒ Secretarial
⇒ Accounts
⇒ Sales
⇒ Customer Service
⇒ Engineering



THANKS to the enthusiasm, hard work and com-
mitment by members of our  community,  Linton has 
been lucky enough to have hosted two successful 
Children’s book festivals, in 2006 and 2008. 

This month, we would like to hold an informal 
meeting to discuss whether and how to move for-
ward. 

Issues to be discussed and decided include how any future fes-
tivals will be funded, implications of applying for charity status, 
the benefits (or not) of charging for some events and whether to 
broaden the remit to include adults. 

If you have anything to contribute or feel strongly about issues 
affecting the future of Bookfest, please come a meeting at 8pm 
on Tuesday 10th March (venue to be confirmed). Please let me 
know if you are planning to attend  by calling 893582 or e-mailing 
Josephine@mjsquare.com 

Josephine Paterson

March 2009

Benten & Co.
Chartered Certified Accountants

We are a friendly, well established firm, large enough to 
deal with most accountancy and taxation matters.

Please telephone for an initial consultation
(without obligation)

Abbey House, 51 High Street, Saffron Walden
Telephone 01799 523053

www.benten.co.uk

N. CLAXTON
Professional 

painter & decorator

Interior & Exterior

FREE estimates

Tel: 01223 893487
Mobile: 07724073045

   e-mail:
n.claxton925@btinternet.com

• FITTED KITCHENS /
 BEDROOMS /WARDROBES
• CABINET MAKERS
• BESPOKE JOINERY
• DOORS / WINDOWS / STAIRS
• WOODEN FLOORING
• CONSERVATORIES
• EXTENSIONS / REFURBISHMENTS

FREE
COMPETITIVE

ESTIMATES

Tel.: 01223 890600 Mobile: 07802 885390 

Watkins Joinery

20 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE 
INSURANCE WORK 

UNDERTAKEN

colin.watkins@keme.co.uk

A & R
PLASTERING
All aspects of plastering 
undertaken:
   Plasterboarding
      Rendering
        No job too small
19 years experience
Free estimates

Linton based:     Mobile:
01223 890228    0774 8627920

Watch batteries and straps fitted while you wait.
Jewellery repairs including sizing and polishing.

All repair work carried out on the premises by a 
professional with 40 years experience.

We stock a selection of:
Silver Jewellery • Photo Frames • 
Collectables • Toiletries • 
Greeting Cards • Gift Wrap

61 HIGH STREET, LINTON, CAMBRIDGE, CB21 4HS
TEL: 01223 894225

ONE  of the most original 
and active guitar ensembles 
in the UK, the Aquarelle 
Guitar Quartet, comes to 
Linton village college on  
28th March. It is dedicated 
to presenting works from 
around the globe with a 
particular focus on the music 
of Latin America. 

The programme will 
include works by Rossini, 
Albeniz, Gismonti and the 
Brazilian composer Assad.A 
review in the International 

Guitar reported that the 
ability to unite as one in 
presenting phrases makes 
this quartet a special phe-
nomenon.

Tickets for the recital at 
7.30pm are available at the 
door or from Sweet Talk 
News, 77 High Street, Linton 
(893480). 

There is a brochure avail-
able for the whole season. 
For a brochure or concert 
tickets, please contact  
894460 or 897983.

Hayley Donnan

Music of Latin America 
is coming to Linton

In readiness: four guitars await their performers 

LINTON ACEs braved it 
through snow, ice and flood 
to the church pavilion on 11th 
February for a soup and rolls 
lunch – we were much warmer 
in there, looking out at the 
flooding river and the lakes on 
Grip Meadow.

We all know that Ron Pitkin 
is a man of many talents – a 
leading light of the camera 
club, IT and gardening clubs,  
painter, woodworker, engi-
neer and general fount of all 
knowledge. 

He then gave a talk on 
another facet of his life,  
‘Cartoons – it’s not always 
what you see’.

Ron described the process of 
producing cartoons, identify-
ing characteristics that could 
be highlighted to comic effect. 
Ron has had a bit of practice, 
having had cartoons published 
since he was 12 during the 
war, although we had to guess 
which one! 

The Graf Spee was a give-
away. We had many examples 
of his work from Aga saga to 
golf bunker ... and appreciated 

them all.
We had started with a quiz 

on the names of flowers to get 
us thinking laterally, as the an-
swers were cryptic or sounded 
like flowers. Vera won – well 
done! 

To conclude we had pictures 
of everyday items from an 
unusual perspective – it’s not 
always what you see, but that 
you don’t truly observe. 

Many thanks go to Jean and 
Audrey for the tombola – what 
enterprising ladies. Ron kindly 
donated his fee to support re-
search into breast cancer.

The next event is at the 
church  pavilion at 12 for 
12.30pm on Thursday 26th 
March. It will be fish and chips 
cooked on site, and a quiz – we 
will try to be topical, accessible 
to those with sight problems, 
and not too serious. 

There will be a prize – and 
the same modest fee. We hope 
to see you – weather permit-
ting!

Contact Sue/Ann 891001 or 
Enid 891069 for transport.

Enid Bald

THOUSANDS of motorists 
face being fined up to £1,000 
because they are unwitting-
ly driving without a valid  
licence. 

They risk prosecution after 
failing to spot the small print on 
their photocard licence which 
says it automatically expires 
after 10 years and has to be re-
newed, even though drivers are 

licensed to drive until 70.
The problem has come to 

light a decade after the first 
batch of photo licences was is-
sued in July 1998, as they start 
to expire. 

Motoring organisations 
blamed the Government for 
the fiasco and said most drivers 
believed their licences were for 
life. They claimed officials had 

failed to publicise sufficiently 
the fact that new style licences, 
unlike the old paper ones, ex-
pire after a set period and have 
to be renewed. 

To rub salt into wounds, 
drivers will have to pay £17.50 
to renew their card, a charge 
which will earn the Treasury 
an estimated £437 million over 
25 years. 

Official DVLA figures re-
veal that while 16,136 licences 
expired last summer, only 
11,566 have been renewed, 
leaving 4,570 outstanding. 

With another 300,000 li-
cences due to expire over the 
coming year, experts fear the 
number of drivers at risk of a 
fine will soar.

LNT

Check that licence:  you may be breaking the law

ACEs entertained by  
a man of many talents

Future of the bookfest

Picture supplied by AQC
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How many days?

PPPOT POURRI (50)

NEWS IN BRIEF

CHIMNEY
SWEEP

J. L. WIGHT
Guild of Master
Sweeps.

Fully Insured

Qualified advice / 
problems solved.

Certificates issued.

01954 782284
20 Rampton Drift, Longstanton

YOLE FARM 
BUTCHERS 

*
35-37 High Street, 
Balsham, Cambs.

Tel: 01223 893832
Family and 

Catering Butcher
All produce where ever 
possible is sourced from 
our own or local farms

FOR 28 days I spent a total of £60 at a newsagent. Some 
days I spent £4, others £3, £2 and £1. I spent £4 on more 
days than I spent £3. Then again, I spent £3 on more days 
than I spent £2. I noticed that the difference between the £4 
and £3 days was the same as the difference between the £3 
and £2 days. On how many days did I spend £1?

Solution to No 49 – What size television?
Television sizes are measured diagonally (probably from the 
days when screens were round), which means that a conver-
sion is required to x y coordinates. Elementary trigonometry 
provides the subtended equivalent angle (field of view) to 
the viewer’s eye. The nearest size would be 8in, giving the 
same field of view as the 80in set.

Urania

Guides’ jumble raises £450

Make your home safer

Lent lunches corrections

It’s time for a charity walk ...

THERE are now three aquacise sessions at the Linton 
sports centre which you can join to ease all your aches and 
pains: on Mondays from 12-1pm, Tuesdays from 1-2pm 
and Wednesdays from 12-1pm. To register, please call Vicki 
Green on 890248.

THE Home Office has designed a simple web-based checklist 
to help householders review their home security at www.ho-
meoffice.gov.uk/crime-victims/how-you-can-prevent-crime/
secure-your-home/ There is a lot of good crime prevention 
information on the web pages linked to the survey, but if you 
would like further advice, please contact your Neighbourhood 
Policing Team via the Cambs police website www.cambs.
police.uk or call 0845 4564564. 

Bridget Fairley, partnership support officer, South 
Cambs crime and disorder reduction partnership 

ST MARY’S Mary’s Lent lunches, raising money for the 
Teenage Cancer Trust, are held on Wednesdays in Lent from 
12noon-2pm. Unfortunately, last month one venue got lost 
in the printing and another was put in incorrectly. These are 
4th March with Colleen and Derek Lockstone at 1 Rhugarve 
Gardens; 1st April with Janet and Bruce Conochie at 89 
Bartlow Road.

ALTHOUGH we are halfway through our classes at Saw-
ston and Linton village colleges, there are still spaces in 
some classes. If you are interested, please contact 712424 
or email community@sawstonvc.org 

Sue King 

A REMINDER that it’s the time of year again for the 2009 
Bartlow Three Counties Charity Walk on 3rd May. There are 
in fact three walks: the 13 mile main walk, the 8½ mile ‘fam-
ily route’ and the 2 mile junior nature trail. Call organiser 
Graham Howat on 891732 for more details.

A BIG thank you from Linton Guides to everyone who 
helped us raise £450 at our jumble last month. Special 
thanks to everyone who helped make it such a success.

Rosemary Turner 891925

Still room in the class ...

Swim to ease those aches and pains
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TEL: 890433 Mob: 0777 375 8355

*Carpet Cleaning *Rugs *Stain Removal
*Car Valeting *Caravans *Motor Homes
*Upholstery Cleaning *Stain Protection
*Floor Cleaning / Scrubbing / Sealing / Polishing
*Pressure Washing of Patios Paths & Driveways
*Domestic Cleaning * Top Ups & One Off Cleaning
*Gutter / Fascia Cleaning

*Contract Office Cleaning (Flexible Options)

74 Bartlow Rd, Linton, Cambridge, CB21 4LY

ProClean
‘Your Complete Cleaning Solution’

41 High Street, Linton

LAPTOPS FROM £349!
Online remote repair service from £10

Now refilling Ink Cartridges while U wait!

PEAR TREE INN
     HILDERSHAM

Tel: 01223 891680
AA, Visit Cambridge, CAMRA and Veg. 

Visitor recommended
No recorded music, TV or games machines.

FIXED PRICE OPTION
Sun., Mon., Wed. evenings.

Selected main course & any pudding ...£10 inclusive.
Small friendly pub selling real ale and highly acclaimed 

food including speciality homemade pies.

Made to Measure

CAPRI BLINDS
* Verticals * Roman *Roller *Pleated 

* Venetian *Wooden
CALL NOW FOR

free quotation - free measuring - free fitting
All in the comfort of your own home - we visit you
All Blinds are fully guaranteed Quality assured

Tel: 01223 894020
Website address www.capriblinds.co.uk

Monday 8:30am - 6pm
Tuesday 8:30am - 6pm
Wednesday 9:00am - 8pm
Thursday 8:30am - 8pm
Friday  8:30am - 6pm
Saturday 8:00am - 3pm

Wednesday - Thursday
Nina is now taking appointments 

Wed 5:00 - 8:00 pm

Special rates for senior citizens Monday to Friday

Fully air conditioned

Nina, Carl, Claire and  Rachel welcome you to

I W A N 
Hughes, the 
c o m m u n i t y 
warden from 

Anglesey Abbey, in-
trigued a large audience 
at the village hall this 
month with his talk 
on the hidden gems of 
Anglesey abbey and 
the Hoe Fen wildlife 
project. 

Many of us have 
visited the gardens 
without realising that 
a further 3 kileometres 
of walks now weave 
their way through the 
adjoining 20 acres of 
woodland known as the 
Hoe Fen. 

This part of the ab-
bey estate had been untouched for 30 years before a surprise 
telephone call from Goldman Sachs offered 350 volunteers for 
a four day work project. 

These volunteers got stuck into opening paths into the wood 
and demolishing an abandoned pheasant rearing pen. The pen door 
however proved rather too stubborn to shift. It remains without 
walls as the door to anywhere and nowhere in the middle of the 
wood. Should you discover this hidden gem, many more will 
no doubt reveal themselves to you. Perhaps the massive wood 
wall will entrance, or the dragon and damsel flies, or the deer, 
or simply the chance to meander in unspoilt woodland as spring 
approaches, searching for the hidden gems that I for one had 
missed among the snowdrops. 

Our March meeting should prove incredibly useful to anyone 
with a garden wishing to learn from the errors of others, Graham 
Pavey is joining us to talk about the mistakes gardeners make. A 
sure way to avoid them is by joining us for the evening! Mem-
bers and visitors are most welcome in the village hall at 7.30pm 
on Tuesday 10th March. (Please note that membership cards do 
have a printing error regarding the date of this meeting.) In this 
inclement weather if any members would appreciate a lift in order 
to join us for the evening please do get in touch.

Kirsten Newble 892425
lgcsecretary@yahoo.co.uk

Door to anywhere 
and nowhere  ...

Two pictures of Mill Lane from different 
directions:  above, after the snow and 

left, after the rain ... what a contrast! Our 
thanks to Ron Pitkin  

and David Champion respectively.
Another snowy picture by David Champion

How the Pocket Park fared; no dog walking that day.
Picture by David Champion

UNUSUALLY, we are pleased that the camera club has been nowhere since the last issue of the Linton News and Joel is in 
Switzerland as we go to press, so no recipe either. This gives us the opportunity to print these beautiful pictures. If you have 
taken a picture worth publishing let us know; we do require a description and name please.

LNT

Picture by Ron Pitkin

Picture by Ron Pitkin

Winter wonderland – then came the rain

The picturesque Dog and Duck

Looking east from the bridge near the church, a hardy 
duck braves the Granta

Picture of the door to nowhere 
courtesy Iwan Hughes
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PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER - Estd. 1966
All aspects of Central Heating and Plumbing

Boiler Service & Maintenance
Bathroom Suites & Power Showers
Kitchen Installations - Tap Washers

Telephone 01223 892311

MALLYON & DONALDSON
Linton

Specialising in both Modern and

Traditional building methods.

Tel: 01223 891267
Mob: 07941 220868

All contracts �nished to a high standard.
Reliable service. Local references available.

Students
20% off

Special Kids
Prices

THE

ROOM
37 Bartlow Road, Linton

Tel: Pippa (01223) 890890
OPENING TIMES
Mon Closed
Tues 9-5 pm
Wed 9-7 pm
Thurs 9-7 pm
Fri 9-5 pm
Sat 9-3 pm

Senior Citizens
Tuesday & Wednesday

Late opening until 7 pm on
Wednesday & Thursday

ATTENTION all budding foot-
ballers out there. 

Cambridge United’s youth 
development scheme runs 
‘Mini Kickers’ sessions every 
Saturday morning at Linton 
village college during term 
times for boys and girls aged 
between four and six  .

We are keen for all children 
who would like to get involved 
in football to come along and 
join in with these fun, story-
based sessions to learn some 

skills and improve their techni-
cal abilities, and get some fresh 
air and exercise as well.

The sessions run from 10-
11am and take place every 
Saturday during term time until 
4th April. 

Players can join in at any 
time and don’t have to start at 
the beginning of each session.

For more details and ap-
plication forms, please contact 
me.

Julie Ankers 729204

IT’S remarkable how under 
certain atmospheric conditions 
they do grow. Many years 
may pass before we see them 
again, and for some remain 
but a dream. Emerging to a 
short life, they quickly return 
to lay dormant in one form or 
another. Our excitement is not 
surprising when we learn of 
their sudden ap-
pearance and 
rapid growth 
as in our recent 
enamel-chattering 
February. 

They grew in the snow 
all over Linton, leav-
ing trails like snails, 
emerging through the u s e 
of many small hands and tiny 
feet. Unlike other phenomena 
they do not have cells, but are a 
collection of millions of unique 
crystals, yet as if by genetic 
code sprinkled with fairy dust 
they all bear resemblance to 
each other. 

 With a simple lifecycle, 
sooner or later they reach their 
full size, settling in one place 
to spend the rest of their days, 
where the last stages of devel-
opment occur. A variety of eyes 
and hair can now be clearly 
noted. Some are extremely tall 
and others very small, but all 

I WAS once a snowman called Blowfeldt and my 
creators built me on the grass, so I stood sentinel 
at the entrance to Chalklands. 

They gave me dark glasses and bits of twigs 
for hair. I stood seven feet tall with muscular 
arms and a large stomach. I was imposing, but 
no beauty and I was to have a short life even for 
a snowman.

After having photographs taken of me with 
my creators and some children, I was left 

Winter visitors – snowmen and snowbirds
bring such joy and laughter on 
dismal days to adults and chil-
dren. They are of course known 
as the Snowmen or charmingly 
Les bonhommes de neige. One 
such creation, a village tute-
lary directed by ‘Lord 
R e e d ’ 

was 
a p t l y 

named Mr 
B l o w f e l d t . 

He,and other 
snowy sculptures with few 
natural enemies were defence-
less against the ‘Horibulus hoo-
dius’ whose wilful destruction 
of such exquisite work will be 
assured a haunted conscience 
by the abominable snowman!

Now, if you missed the 
snowmen it is perhaps because 
you were busy writing to me 
about the fieldfares turdis pi-
laris sometimes referred to as 
The Snowbird. I was excited 
to receive news of this beau-

tiful thrush which comes all 
the way from Scandinavia to 
bask in our warmer climate! 

Oddly, I often hear 
disputes from se-
rious twitchers on 

spotting a fieldfare 
or redwing. Many of 

the latter actually fly in 
from Iceland and the answer 
is quite simple. Both birds 

have similar diets and both are 
especially attracted to fallen 
fruits and therefore often seen 
feeding alongside each other. 

This is also the time of year 
to spot siskins and redpolls, 
so get out those binoculars 

and buff up the lenses! 
Poor Scott! You will recall 

the chatting jackdaw with one 
wing. Having enjoyed his extra 
lifespan after an almost fatal in-
jury he died suddenly. Until that 
moment he had always shown 
a determination to fly again - 
though technically impossible. 
I’m therefore unresolved over 
the ethical question on saving 
wildlife at any cost. In captiv-
ity he developed a taste for 
peanut butter and meal worm 
sandwiches and I thank those 
who sponsored his diet and 
well-being. 

Until next time; spring is just 
around the corner! 

alone. Within minutes my life was cut short. 
Three hoodies came by and smashed me to 
pieces. Why?

I was standing peacefully and proud of my 
makers’ creativity.

All I would have asked would have been 
for me to melt slowly away like most other 
snowmen. Ah well, c’est la vie!

 Yours truly, 
 Blowfeldt

A sad tale of creation and destruction ...

Just how significant is 100?

Scott Oakes with some of the children who took part in the football speed challenge 

THE pupils at Linton Heights eased their 
way into half term with exciting whole 
school activities investigating the number 
‘100’, considering their role in helping the 
environment and having a go at scoring the 
fastest goal in the largest inflatable goal-
mouth in the UK. 

The excitement started on Tuesday 10th 
February, which was the 100th day of the 
school year. The teachers thought that they 
could celebrate this by investigating the 
number ‘100’ in as many different ways as 
possible across the whole curriculum. As 
ever, the children came up with creative 
ways to use the number ‘100’ – even dur-
ing playtime. A small group of pupils took 
on the role of Victorian children from 100 
years ago playing with a group of pupils 
who were pretending to be from 100 years 
in the future. It made for an interesting 
time as they discussed clothes, houses and 
food from those times.

Having seen what a huge success our 
two ‘healthy schools’ days were in October, 
we decided to follow this up on 12th Feb-
ruary with a day dedicated to the second 
school council priority, Eco-Schools. 
Again the pupils showed us how creative 
they could be. During literacy, Emma in 

Year 3 wrote about an eco-villain, called 
Super Monster Man. This villain was cov-
ered in rubbish and, as he stomped around 
the planet, rubbish kept falling off his coat. 
Thankfully, an eco-hero, called Super Baby, 
saved the day as she had special powers to 
turn rubbish into new things. At least there 
was a happy ending.   

While all this creativity was taking place 
in the classrooms, each pupil had the chance 
to show off their kicking prowess by partici-
pating in the ‘Speed Challenge Event’ in the 
hall. 

We were lucky enough to have an ex-
professional footballer, Scott Oakes, with us 
for the day. He spent about half an hour with 
each class in the hall as the pupils attempted 
to score the fastest goal into a huge goal-
mouth (pictured). Even some of the teachers 
joined in. 

The whoops of encouragement and joy 
that came from the hall all day was a delight. 
The event was run to raise money for the 
school, for our link school in Uganda and 
other less fortunate children all over the 
world. 

As ever, we are extremely grateful to all in 
the community who sponsored the children.  

J Malone, Headteacher

Picture by Roger Lapwood

‘Mini Kickers’ come to town

G. DYE & SONS
GENERAL BUILDER
MAINTENANCE & 
GROUNDWORK

39 The Grove
Linton
Cambridge
CB21 4UQ
Tel: 01223 892089
Mobile: 07961 342887

Free Estimates

HOME 
INFORMATION 

PACKS
Registered Freehold 

Property 
£239 fully inclusive 

Prompt, Professional 
& Local Service

Contact: Peter Burnett 
01440 713664 or 

07846316546



strangers because they were 
a potential threat to local jobs 
and could become a burden 
on the poor rate paid by each 
household. Many people hold 
similar views in 2009 ! 

To prevent abuse of the 
system by the so-called unde-
serving lazy poor most parishes 
devised harsh rules to deter 
them from becoming a burden 
on the parish rates. Any adult 
male from an outside parish 
had to obtain a settlement cer-
tificate before he could settle in 
Linton. In addition, the parish 
where they were born had to 
guarantee to take the certifi-
cate holders back if they later 
became unemployed. Often 
they were allowed to stay put 
if their parish of origin paid 
Linton a sufficient weekly sum 

LINTON Granta Bowls Club held their annual club dinner at 
Hildersham village hall on 7th February. Members and friends 
sat down to a delicious meal provided by Poppies caterers. All 
those attending had a very good time helped by Vic Terry who 
organised two excellent quizzes which kept everyone guessing.

Tony Krarup, our parish council representative presented 
the cups for our inter-club competitions. The singles champion 
was Sam Agnew and the pairs championship was won by Vic 
Terry and John Harpur. Bryan Beavis and Tricia Agnew won 
the Derek Dimmock trophy. The evening ended with a bumper 
raffle and everyone left in very high spirits.

The new outdoor season starts again at 2pm on Wednesday 
8th April (weather permitting). Anyone interested in joining the 
club may contact our chairman Bryan Beavis on 893391, the 
secretary Laurie Boniface, or just come down on a Wednesday 
afternoon at 2pm. Flat shoes are the only requirement initially, 
as bowls are available to borrow at the club.
    Laurie Boniface 890047
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S/0006/09/F Mrs Carol Wilkinson, 1 Green Hill Mews, Linton.  
     Extension

S/0066/09/F Mr Ian Wilson, 17 Joiners Road, Linton.  
     Extension

Hill Farm 
Holiday Cottages 

Ashdon
2 self catering cottages

Sleeps 2 and 4
Short & Longer lets
Holidays Relocation,  

Family Visiting
Friends,

Very reasonable rates
£180-£250 Weekly

T: 01799584881
Contact Mrs A Bel

LINTON PAVING COMPANY 
YOUR LOCAL LANDSCAPING

BLOCK PAVING & PATIO 
SPECIALIST.

Slabbing, Decking, Gravel Drives 
& Fencing

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Int/Ext Painting, General Repairs

LOCAL, RELIABLE AND
 FRIENDLY  SERVICE.
FREE QUOTATIONS

Tel: Andre Jacobs

01223 890060
07765 594398

lintonpaving@aol.com

G.L. CARPENTRY

GERALD LAW 
Carpentry 

and 

Home Maintenance

Telephone: 01440 704442
Mobile: 0790 1691 526

Local Ironing Service

Fast, friendly 
ironing service 
tailored to suit 

your needs.

Working overtime? Not enough 
hours in the day? Can’t face that 

stack of ironing?

Economical hourly rate.
Free collection/delivery available.

 Call Carolyn on 
 01223 891762
 07961 919374

The Way We Were
by Garth Collard

A Member Of Sesame limited Which is Regulated By The Financial Services Authority
YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP THE PAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE, OR ANY OTHER LOAN

SECURED UPON IT.  WRITTEN DETAILS ON REQUEST

Ian Cross
01223 892821

email: Chapelifa@btinternet.com
De-Salis House, 6 Hillway Linton, Cambs, CB21 4JE

Independent Financial Advisers
SPECIALIST ADVICE ON

Pensions - Investments - Mortgages - Protection
Personal Financial Planning

FREE Initial Consultation & Without Obligation

A.J. COPELAND & CO.
Chartered Accountants, Linton

Audit, Accountancy, Tax and Consultancy Services
for Business and Individuals

Computerised Self Assessment Tax Return Service

For FREE initial consultation phone 

01799 506602 

BLJ
CONTRACTS

ALL TILING WORK UNDERTAKEN

TERRACOTTA,
CERAMIC, MARBLE,

QUARRY TILES
NO JOB TOO SMALL
ESTIMATES FREE

Tel: 01223 891372

I LIKE snow. A thick and crisp and even fall of snow is a beautiful 
thing and quite magical if you are a child. I like the muffled crunch 
of it under my feet, I like the way that it brings out the creative 
side of us all as we sculpt families of deformed white figures 
in our gardens and I’m not averse to pelting other consenting 
snowballers with the new fallen soft stuff. I will admit that I’ve 
gone off it a bit this week, however. For the first time in my life 
I’ve begun to dread it. It isn’t the snow itself; it’s just the way in 
which it now signals the following stressful series of events.

Snow is forecast. I set the alarm clock to ‘stupid o’clock’ in 
the morning.

I get up at this unearthly hour and check local conditions;  
I tune in Radio Cambridgeshire.

I phone colleagues in other parts of the county to check con-
ditions.

I listen to the radio for further updates and for news of early 
school closures.

At around 6.30 am, I call other local heads to find out if they 
are opening, all the time keeping an eye on the weather.

By 7am, I need to have made a decision. If I close and the 
weather improves, a day of learning will be lost pointlessly. If 
I stay open and people have a grim journey or worse, get stuck,  
I will be blamed.

In order to close, I need to do the following in the next 10 
minutes: call various radio stations, email staff and get a telephone 
chain set off, get a message up on the website, and phone the LA 
and the bus companies. I then need to set off to the school to man 
the phones and ensure that the site is made safe.

Whatever I choose to do, I will be moaned at. If I open, some 
staff and parents will play the ‘health and safety’ card. What an 
overused card that has become. If I close, we will get abuse from 
those who have somehow missed the closure message and from 
those keen to find fault with teachers. I have become immune to 
the moaning this week, but I have begun to dread snow.

Caroline Derbyshire, Principal 891233 ext 126

The Derbyshire 
Post

PRIOR to the building of the 
Union Workhouse in Symond’s 
Lane in 1836 each town or vil-
lage in the country dealt with 
their own native born poor / 
paupers. Linton was classified 
as a town until parish councils 
were established in 1894 and it 
had its own workhouse building 
located in the present day car 
park of the Waggon and Horses 
pub, immediately adjacent to 
114 High Street.  

From Tudor times there was 
a Task House or Workhouse 
on this site and a new build-
ing costing £94 was erected in 
1737. The deserving paupers 
in the town were classified as 
the impotent poor and mainly 
consisted of the old, widows, 
orphans and the disabled. Each 
week about 30 paupers living 
in their own homes received 
money for food. The Linton 
poor law book entries for 1712 
stated that Susan Brown, a wid-
ow, received 15p a week for her 
seven children, Old Hockley 5p 
a week and Bridge’s blind girl 
5p a week.

Deserving paupers unable 
to look after themselves were 
placed in the town workhouse. 
Here they had to do some fairly 
undemanding work producing 
hempen garments, carrying 
out household tasks or unpick-
ing rope fibres. The only staff 
employed by the parish were a 
master and a matron. 

Residents of every town or 
village like Linton resented 

to maintain them. 
Further regulations dealt 

with widows and might seem to 
us to be both cruel and unjust. 
The widow and children of a 
certificate holder, and even the 
family of a native Lintonian 
could be transported back to 
the place of the widow’s birth. 
In April, 1770 William and 
Jane Wright and their four 
children were conveyed back 
to Hadstock in an open wagon 
because William had lost his 
job in Linton. 

Villages like Linton also 
devised ways to deal with  
strangers ‘who settled illegally 
in the parish’. These paupers 
were classified as vagabonds 
or rogues and were immedi-
ately brought before the local 
magistrates. Male and female 

adults were first whipped in 
the market square and then 
branded on the shoulder with 
the letter ‘R’ for rogue. They 
were then forced to leave the 
village. Anyone resisting was 
imprisoned in the local lock up 
in the Market Hall (demolished 
in 1953 and the site is now 
cobbled) or were sentenced to 
several weeks hard labour in 
the castle prison in Cambridge.  
   In February 1825 the quarter 
session court in Cambridge sent 
William Pickard to the castle 
prison for three months. He had 
falsely claimed to have been 
shipwrecked and asked the 
Linton authorities to maintain 
him as an act of charity. False 
benefit claims are not just a 21st 
century problem.   

Illegitimacy was another 
problem which could place a 
burden on ratepayers. An un-
married mother was obliged to 
provide the name of the father 
of her “ bastard ” child. No help 
was provided if she refused 
since Linton residents were 
not prepared to support some-
one else’s child. The courts 
enforced payment by the use 
of prison as a deterrent. 

The old workhouse was sold 
in 1838 and was used as the 
headquarters of the Shepherds’ 
Friendly Society until 1921. I 
believe that the building was 
finally demolished in the early 
1950s but would welcome any 
information as to when exactly 
it disappeared.  

When vagabonds were whipped and branded rogues

Photo courtesy the Cambridge Collection

Linton workhouse circa 1918 in the centre of the picture

GCSE Maths Tutor
Ben Horwood MA

22 Woodditton Road 
Newmarket

Tel: 01638 662079
Mob: 07753 264135

Trophy night at Bowls club
Bryan Beavis 
and Tricia 
Agnew 
receiving 
the Derek 
Dimmock 
trophy from 
Tony Krarup

Picture by
David Stone



À

Carpentry, Plumbing, Tiling
Door / Window Replacement
Kitchen / Bathroom Refitting

Fencing, Decking, Gardening
Painting, Decorating
Flat Pack Assembly

Property Maintenance

Steve Jackson
Service Engineer

All domestic appliance repairs, 
15 years industry experience.
Very reasonable rates.
Quick & reliable service.

Steve Jackson
(Home) 01223 893114 / 893896

(Mobile) 07963 854653

GLENWOOD
BOLTS & SCREWS LTD

 www.glenwoodbolts.co.uk

SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY 
FASTENERS, FIXINGS & 
SILVERLINE TOOLS

Unit 2 Lintech Court
The Grip Industrial Estate, Linton 

Cambridge, CB21 4XN
Tel: 01223 892095 / 893931

Fax: 01223 894122

Cambridge 892263
16 BACK ROAD, LINTON

DOE, ADI and MIAM

☎

HOME SELECTION
FREE MEASURING & 

ESTIMATING
All types of flooring 

available
Tel: 01223 893634

Mobile: 07885 173113

NRS CARPETS

JUST a quick update on the 
puddle situation at the rec-
reation ground. The parish 
council has been working 
hard with regard to the giant 
puddles. Unless you have had 
the pleasure of walking to the 
college via Meadow Lane on 
a rainy day, you may not have 
seen the deep puddles, one at 
the pedestrian entrance to the 
recreation ground and the other 
at the bottom of Stanton’s Lane 
to the college entrance.

The one at the college is due 
to the pipe from the entrance to 
the lane down to the river being 
blocked. Clean it you may say, 
but the problem is that it is full 
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Parish Council Matters

FOLLOWING the decision by the parish council to provide 
benches and goalposts for villagers on the southern section of  
Camping Close, Cllr Cornell and myself attended a meeting 
arranged by Cambridgeshire County Council (CCC) with the 
Infant school.

CCC (the owners of the land) had bought Camping Close in 
1964 as an open extension playing field area for the then combined 
infant and junior school. The public had freely used Camping 
Close for many years before and this arrangement did not change 
under the new ownership. 

CCC had already agreed in principle, and were very support-
ive, to the idea of benches and goalposts and this was put to the 
Infant school.

The school agreed that they very rarely used the land south of the 
path and initially they had no objection to goalposts and benches, 
but then decided they would only wish this matter to progress if 
they were allowed to place a fence in the northern section, just 
north of the path. Councillors expressed the view that this would 

not be a popular decision, as the village was already incredibly 
short on recreation land despite efforts to obtain more.

The representatives of the school were asked whether they 
would still consider fencing to be essential if goalposts and benches 
were not added to Camping Close. The school did then admit they 
were considering fencing off the northern side anyway.

The school reported it cannot make effective use of Camping 
Close at the present time as the field needs to be assessed for risks 
every time it is used (checked for dog mess, bottles, needles). 
Therefore the Close is only sometimes used for PE or playtime. 

The school would like to fence along the north side of the 
path to enable the area to be used all the time. This would allow 
the children to benefit from the field and also to undertake more 
outdoor PE. 

Councillors confirmed that they did not believe that this would 
be a popular decision, and the school stated they were already 
aware of this, but felt that this was the only option available to 
them to provide the children at the school the benefits of outdoor 
play and PE on the field. The school may also consider allowing 
use of the proposed fenced off section to other organisations such 
as junior cricket and football.

Many points were discussed such as conservation, loss of 
amenity, loss of public right of access, benefits for pupils, meeting 
guidelines, providing facilities on the southern section. By the 
end of the meeting the school stated that they would not give their 
approval for goalposts and benches as a standalone project and 
that they wished any such proposal to be included in an overall 
development of the area.

Parish councillors advised they would report back to full 
council – the school would also be consulting with their full 
governing body and therefore a further meeting was arranged 
for February. 

On 22nd January the Council discussed the situation and agreed 
to oppose any new fencing on Camping Close.

Cllr Roger Hickford

CAMPING Close is one of the very few open spaces in Linton 
available for public use – surprising really, considering that the 
village is surrounded by farmland, but consistent with our history. 
The area has been freely used by villagers for such a long time 
that we have always considered it to be ours; a place to walk, play, 
hold our fetes, picnic and observe the passing of the seasons. Now, 
memories of the enclosure acts - under which greedy landlords 
took away common land for their own use - are being raised.

It was a pity when the Infant school fenced off part of the area 
for its playground, but we understood that this was essential, 
in this day and age, to give the children a safe playground. No 
matter that the fences look awful, blocked a much-used path, and 
the highway between Church Lane and the churchyard (the old 
coffin walk) was threatened. There are times when safety has to 
come first.

Now, however, the Infant school is proposing to extend its play 
area simply by taking over half of Camping Close and fencing it 
in, so that no-one else can use it without their permission. This is 
a step too far - the whole of Camping Close is already available 
for infant children’s use, and belongs to the school no more and 
no less than to any other section of the village. The school only 
makes extensive use of it during sports days; the whole village 
uses it daily, weekends and holidays included. They don’t need 
to fence it off from the rest of the village for sports, or to play. In 

Camping Close to close?

Camping Close - a user’s view
fact neither they nor anyone else has the right, or the need come 
to that, to fence it off at all. There might be guidelines on play 
space to be provided, but these are not statutory rights. 

There might be some litter, including that from wildlife, but 
dangerous litter, such as needles, has never been found there. Even 
if fenced, the field would have to be checked for such litter – so 
what is the benefit of enclosing it?

Children need space for exercise and so do older people. Many 
of us regularly walk the Close, with or without canine compan-
ionship, and not everyone would find it easy to take this exercise 
elsewhere.  The route across is designated as the “safer route” so 
that we can reach the other end of the village safely. It is a level 
route for the less able-bodied, easily accessed by the disabled 
and those with infants, without the traffic problems and narrow 
pavements of the High Street. Without this route the shops, Post 
Office and Church would be harder to reach and quality of life 
reduced for many. It would be that much less pleasant to walk 
alongside a fence, which would be much resented for the limita-
tions it would impose on our enjoyment of the area. 

The Infant school is part of the village, as is Camping Close - 
we are all owners and users of both. One group cannot be allowed 
to steal this rare open space from the rest of us. Would this not 
be the ideal area to have as our Village Green?

Cllr Enid Bald

Puddles to splash in no more

View of Camping Close
Picture submitted by Mike Gee

of soil, which is being washed down the lane from the A1307 
excess water and the school access roads draining into the lane. 
All this water washes the soil to block up the piped section. After 
extensive work by the county council building a soakaway for 
the road and piping the lane, hopefully the pipe will self clean 
and the deep puddle will not return. 

Just for good measure another deep puddle always appears at 
the footpath entrance in Meadow Lane. The council tried to ad-
dress this problem, had we inadvertently, over time, covered up 
the pipe under the tarmac or was it due to the ditch being filled 
in? Our first thought was to put in a drain across the path to the 
ditch. Most of our solutions failed at the ‘getting it done’ stage and 
then, while the clerk was dealing with something else, she casually 
asked a contractor if he could assist us with our dilemma. As can 
be seen he was asked to carry out his solution and the puddle now 
disperses fairly quickly, quite quickly enough that it soon becomes 
a very small puddle that is not deep enough to wet your feet and 
it disappears completely as soon as the rain stops.

Stanton’s Lane becomes 
Stanton’s Lake
Picture by Roger Hickford

Entrance to 
recreation 
ground, 
before...

....and after

Pictures by 
Graham Potter

This is just another example of your parish council working 
hard for the parish of Linton.                     Cllr Graham Potter



Roses
Beauty Salon
W E S T  W R AT T I N G

Facials,  Electrolysis,  
Waxing, Manicures,  

Pedicures,  Massage, 
Eyelash Tint ,  Ear Piercing. 

Mobi le service avai lable
Rene Guinot Agent
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HAIR BY JO DENNY
Women | Men | Children

41 Linton High Street
(Behind North’s Bakery)

t: 01223 893 285

Linton Community Sports Centre
- FITNESS SUITE -

PERSONAL TRAINING // HOLISTIC THERAPY
– TENNIS & NETBALL COURTS –

- FLOODLIT ‘3G’ ALL WEATHER FOOTBALL PITCH 
CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES

RANGE OF TERM, HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES & PARTIES

  01223 890248
Check out the latest info at: -

http://www.linton-sport-fitness.co.uk

FABRICS
*Sanderson *Bienworth
*Parkertax *Prestious

BLINDS & CURTAINS
all types made to measure & ready made

DESIGNER DRAPES
Linton, Road Hadstock CB21 4NU
www.designerdrapescurtains.co.uk

01223 890556
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 Councilminutescouncilminutescouncilminutescouncilminutes

LINTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Linton Village Hall, Coles Lane, Linton, 

Cambridge CB21 4JS Tel: 891001  
Clerk to the council – Mrs Sue Parry 

 Email: lintonpc@btconnect.com
Office hours : Monday 9am–12noon, and 
4–5.30pm, Tuesday–Friday 9am–12noon 

Or by appointment 
Dates for full council meetings:

March 5th and 19th, April 2nd and 16th 2009 
All meetings held at the Cathodeon centre 

following the public forum commencing at 8pm

ABBREVIATED minutes of the meeting of the parish council 
held at the Cathodeon centre on Thursday 8th January 2009.

Present: A Gore (chair), Ms E Cornell (vice chair), Mrs E Bald, 
Dr B Cox, S Daly, M Gee, B Hammett, R Hickford, T Krarup, 
J Linsdell, G Potter, Dr V Urwin and Mrs S Parry (clerk to the 
council). Mrs K France (press) was also in attendance.

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Rossiter.
Declaration of Interests from members. There were none.
Matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held on 4th 

December 2008: Cllr Hammett asked if progress had been made 
on the wish list. Cllr Cornell responded that it was in hand.

Reports from co-ordinators: Open spaces: Cllr Bald reported 
that over the Christmas period many verges had been damaged 
by improper parking.

Recreation ground: A written report from Cllr Krarup had 
been circulated who also confirmed that the repair to the bowl-
ing green kerbing had been completed. Cllr Hickford reported 
that Stanton’s Lane hedge opposite the school had been cut. Cllr 
Hammett reported that despite the council’s efforts to ensure the 
Drop In centre had a power supply over Christmas, the village 
college had not restored the supply, so that the centre had been 
unable to open. The council agreed that this was not satisfactory 
especially as it had incurred extra costs disconnecting the skate 
ramp lights to avoid any further problems and that a letter of 
complaint should be sent to the College.

Cemetery: Cllr Gee reported that a meeting of the group had 
taken place on 7th January and a report would be circulated. The 
group was concerned about lack of progress in resurfacing the 
paths.

Venture playground: The clerk reported that the repairs to the 
rope bridge were awaited. Following receipt of the safety report 
from Zurich Insurance it was agreed to undertake the recom-
mended minor works.

Churchyard: It was agreed to accept the revised quotation for 
repairs to the gate post and piers from Landmark Restoration.

Communications: Cllr Gee reported that a meeting of the group 
had taken place on 7th January and a report would be circulated. It 
was felt that more notice boards for village use were needed.

A1307: Cllr Cornell confirmed that representations had been 
made to St Edmundsbury district council regarding its core 
strategy consultation setting out the parish council’s concerns 
regarding the proposed growth of Haverhill.

Allotments: Following a letter from SCDC which appeared to 
conflict with earlier correspondence it was agreed the clerk should 
contact the council and landowner seeking clarification.

Stanton’s Lane bridge update: More detailed drawings from 
Cllr Bald had been circulated. Cllr Bald proposed that the council 
proceed with the provision of additional fencing, subject to ensur-
ing that there were no significant gaps between the base of the 
panels and the ground and that caps be added to the end panels, 
and to investigate the cost of providing wire mesh covering and 
a further panel at the fourth corner of the bridge. The proposal 
was seconded by Cllr Gee and agreed by the meeting with two 
abstentions. It was noted that permission for the provision of 
a panel at the fourth corner would be needed from the district 
council as landowner.

Correspondence received and for discussion:
Following a site meeting attended by Gary Longmore of Gar-

rick Outdoor, Mrs Simpkin of the WI, Cllrs Gore & Linsdell and 
the clerk, Garrick had submitted priced options for a replacement 
bus shelter at the Swan. Cllr Cox proposed that the council ac-
cept the quotation for the removal of the existing shelter and its 
replacement by a three bay elliptical roofed, cantilever shelter 
in dark green, with one full end panel to the road, all panels to 
be glazed with toughened glass, and a three metre long four slat 
seat. The proposal was seconded by Cllr Bald and agreed by the 
meeting.

Notification from SCDC of the closure of the footpath between 
Symond’s Lane and Flaxfields. Cllr Bald expressed concern over 
the expected length of this closure and the time that work was 
starting in the morning. It was agreed to remind the contractor of 
their obligations regarding the planning application.

SCDC regarding grant application for rebuilding of flint wall 
in Churchyard. It was agreed that Cllrs Cox & Gore should draft 
a letter in response.

Linton Granta Football Club request for assistance towards the 
recent purchase of a small tractor. It was agreed to donate £250 
from unallocated S137 funds.

Reports from councillors: Cllr Gee said that many pavements 
were treacherous in cold weather as they were not salted by the 
county council. The chair replied that the possible purchase of a 
manual grit spreader would be raised at the precept meeting.

ABBREVIATED minutes of the meeting of the parish council 
held at the Cathodeon centre on Thursday 22nd January 2009.

Present: A Gore (chair), Ms E Cornell (vice chair), Mrs E 
Bald, Dr B Cox, S Daly, M Gee, R Hickford, T Krarup, J Linsdell, 
G Potter, Dr J Rossiter, Dr V Urwin and Mrs S Parry (clerk to 
the council). County and district councillor J Batchelor, district 
councillor Mrs T Bear and Mrs K France (press) were also in at-
tendance together with Louise Clark, acting head of Linton Infant 
school and Tony Cox, vice chair of the school governors.

Public Forum: Mrs France asked if there was any news on the 
construction of a footpath at the bottom of Granta Leys. The chair 
replied that this item would be discussed later in the meeting.

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Hammett.
Declaration of interests from members: Cllrs Cornell and 

Hickford expressed a personal interest on a gritting request as 
governors of Linton Heights Junior school.

Matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held on 
8th January: Cllr Bald reported that she had met with the manu-
facturers, Newmech, regarding Stanton’s Lane bridge, who had 
confirmed that the order was being processed and the work should 
be completed in the current financial year.

Report from police and consideration of policing, safety 
and security issues: The letter from Cambridgeshire & Peterbor-
ough Police Authority re the delay in housing stock transfer was 
noted. Cllr Hickford reported that he had met with the principal 
of Linton village college regarding police issues and a full report 
would be circulated.

Camping Close future arrangements: A report from Cllr 
Hickford had been circulated regarding a meeting he and Cllr 
Cornell had held with representatives of Linton Infant school, 
the county council and the diocese, at which the representatives 
of the county council and the school had expressed a desire to 
enclose the northern part, and possibly more, of Camping Close 
within the school grounds. A report from Cllr Cornell about the 
history of Camping Close had been circulated, in which it was 
noted that the term derived from the East Anglian medieval game 
of camp ball, for which a special field was set aside; she said 
that Camping Close had been used by village residents for many 
years as a public open space which they would lose if it were to 
be partly fenced off. Cllr Gore had circulated a report regarding 
the land’s legal status, noting that it might be possible to regis-
ter it as a village green. Cllr Rossiter suggested a compromise 
whereby the playground immediately adjacent to the churchyard 
could be fenced off from the playground to become a public right 
of way in exchange for some of the northern part of Camping 
Close being enclosed with the school. All other councillors who 
spoke expressed the view that Camping Close should remain a 

village open space and that none of it should be enclosed within 
the school’s grounds. A formal resolution was not proposed. 

Report from the county councillor: On the Chalklands Resi-
dents Association request to renew white lining, Cllr Batchelor 
reported that this work had been completed. A request for a give-
way sign had also been requested which he was pursuing and he 
asked the parish council to lend its support. On concerns re safety 
at the junction of Coles Lane and High Street, Cllr Batchelor had 
raised the issue with highway officers and their only suggested 
response was the laying of double yellow lines at the bottom of 
Coles Lane. Councillors were not in favour of the suggestion, 
which they felt might increase the speed of traffic turning right 
from the High Street into Coles Lane. On the request for a staggered 
barrier at the High Street end of Dodger’s Lane, Cllr Bald stated 
that the council’s proposed disability and access works included 
provision for the renewal of the barrier, but that it could not be 
staggered as it had to be accessible for wheelchairs and motorised 
buggies. She would be proposing that the forthcoming precept 
should include provision for the replacement of the existing bar-
rier with one more appropriate to a conservation area.

Cllr Batchelor said a quotation had been sought further to a 
request for repairs and white lining in Meadow Lane but that 
whether the work was undertaken was dependent on the avail-
ability of funding. A quotation had also been sought for the 
resurfacing of Wheatsheaf Way.

In response to a complaint from a resident regarding the use 
of Back Road by construction vehicles Cllr Batchelor reported 
that Hildersham parish council had asked the county council to 
impose a temporary weight restriction on Back Road, with an 
exemption for farm vehicles, to address the problem of lorries 
accessing the Flaxfields development. Cllr Potter was concerned 
that the alternative was for heavy construction vehicles to come 
through the village, which would endanger pedestrians, whilst 
roads and verges could be repaired. Cllr Cornell said that the 
council had expressed concern about access in connection with 
the planning application for the development but that neither the 
district council nor county council highways had given the objec-
tion any consideration. Cllr Potter proposed that council express 
its opposition to a temporary weight limit for safety reasons. 
The proposal was seconded by Cllr Gee. There were eight votes 
in favour of the proposal, with one against and one abstention. 
Proposal carried. It was also agreed that the clerk write to the 
developers asking them to ensure that all construction vehicles 
reduce their speed along Back Road.

It was agreed to write to the county council supporting the 
Linton Heights Junior school request for Wheatsheaf Way to be 
added to gritting list.

For information on the police station see report on page 1 of 
the February Linton News. It was agreed that the Clerk write to 
the Police Authority expressing the council’s view that the fire 
station was its preferred site for a replacement police station.

Cllr Cornell asked Cllr Batchelor to determine the status of 
the 20mph speed limit on the High Street.

Reports from the district councillors: Cllr Batchelor reported 
that a meeting regarding the future of SCDC’s housing stock was 
due to take place shortly. He was concerned that the council was 
encouraging its tenants to vote in favour of a stock transfer to a 
housing association instead of providing unbiased information.

Written reports from council representatives: A report from 
Cllr Rossiter on the AGM of the Cambridgeshire & Peterborough 
Association of Local Councils AGM had been circulated. She had 
tendered her resignation as the parish council’s representative.

Correspondence received and for discussion: V Harris had 
requested to use the Recreation ground for his funfair from 13th 
to 16th May. Cllr Bald proposed that Mr Harris be permitted to 
do so on the same terms as in 2008. The proposal was seconded 
by Cllr Gee and agreed unanimously by the meeting. It was also 
agreed to request that the occupiers of 18 Meadow Lane cut back 
their front hedge hard to the gate post to aid accessibility to the 
Recreation ground.

Note: Copies of the full minutes, reports and documents re-
ferred to above can be inspected at the parish council office.


