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MANY local people will  
have witnessed at least 

one of Duxford’s exciting fly-
ing days. This summer will 
be different, however, in that 
David Barrell of Linton will be 
playing a key role in maintain-
ing Duxford’s reputation as one 
of Europe’s premier events.

The weekend of 7th and 8th 
July promises to be an exciting 
time for David, as he will take 
to the skies himself as part of 
a spectacular routine by the 
world’s only “wingwalking” 
display team.

Aerosuperbatics, based in 
Cirencester and sponsored by 
Guinot approached David for a 
test flight and promptly took him 
on as one of the two lead pilots. 
Rhiannon Roche, director of 
public relations, said David was 

HATS off to hirsute hero 
Dave Cheeseman who had 
his back waxed in aid of 
Comic Relief at a fundraiser 
in the Dog and Duck. 

The task was ably per-
formed by landlady Tracy 
Harrison who was wincing 
as much as Dave. Well over 
£500 was raised and after-
wards Dave said: “Gosh, 
that rather smarts”, or 
words to that effect! 

A (very gentle) pat on 
the back to him and thanks 
to all who so generously 
donated.
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TWO members of staff at 
the Co-op in Linton – Rose 
Newman, a part-time general 
assistant and Robin Stevens, 
a full-time college student 
and part-time store supervi-
sor – decided to have their 
heads shaved for the Co-op 
charity of the year, which  
is the Children’s Society. 

The event took place  
outside the store in April, 
which was appropriately 
enough Good Friday, a good 
day to raise money for a good 
cause. They have so far raised 
more than £700, and the  
figure is still rising. 

Rose said at the time: “I 
will not wear a hat after-
wards” and Robin added: “I 
was going to have to cut my 
hair soon anyway for inter-
views, so I thought why not 
do it for a good cause?”

Donations can still be made 
at the tills in the Co-op.

Robin Stevensinvited to become a vital mem-
ber of the team after showing 
considerable skill at the controls 
of several aircraft, including the 
Socata TB20, Cessna 150 and 
Piper PA23-250 Aztec.

The team were granted 
special permission for their 
performances in 1989, some 
56 years after wingwalking was 
banned by the Civil Aviation 
Authority.

In July, David will be flying a 
Boeing Stearman biplane.  Boe-
ing produced thousands of these 
two-seaters during the 1930s 
as they were found to be ideal 
training aircraft for the rap-
idly expanding US Air Force. 
Indeed, almost all American 
pilots involved in the Second 
World War learned to fly in the 
Stearman. 

Post war, many of the planes 

Those magnificent
men ... and ladies

were used for crop spraying 
in North America. In more 
recent times, those still flying 
are generally privately owned. 
During the display, the plane 
will perform an awesome array 
of loops, turns and rolls. Mean-
while, the wingwalkers will be 
waving to the crowds below ... 
and performing the occasional 
handstand! 

David achieved his ambition 
of a pilot’s licence in 1995, 
after successfully completing 
40 hours flying time as part of 
the rigorous training. We wish 
him and wingwalkers Lucy 
Foster and Sarah Tanner well 
during their tour of Europe’s 
airshows this summer. The  
audiences are in for an unfor-
gettable day.
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One very brave lady wingwalks upside down as the plane loops the loop. Inset David Barrell
Pictures courtesy Aerosuperbatics

Close shave at the Co-op
Before: 
Robin and 
Rose prepare 
to brave the 
clippers

Pictures by 
Roger Lap-
wood

After:  
the duo 

with Janet 
Conochie, 
secretary 

of  Linton’s 
branch 

of the 
Children’s 

Society

Pat on the back for Dave

Picture by Dave’s wife, Debbie
Who is suffering the most, the practitioner or the client?

‘Amazing’ baptism of Jonny Womack
THE ninth House and Garden 
Fair in aid of Asthma UK will 
take place from 10am-4pm on 
Tuesday 15th May at Chilford 
Hall and the entrance fee has 
been held at £3. 

This is always a very popu-
lar event and the lunches and 
refreshments at the hall go 
down very well. 

Each year we aim to raise 
more than £10,000 for this  
worthwhile cause. Alongside 
stalls with clever cooking  
implements and baskets, you 
will find shoes, food, children’s 
clothes and jewellery.

Prizes at the raffle include 
a £500 holiday voucher from 
Light Blue Travel, a meal for 
two at Swynford Paddocks  
Hotel and a cream iron garden 
bench from Secret Garden at 
Burwash Manor.
To find out more please call:

 Jo Fairey 890242

Come along 
and help 

Asthma UKTHAT was amazing! one  
o f  t h e  o n l o o k e r s 

gasped as 15-year-old Jon-
ny Womack disappeared  
beneath the chilly waters 
of the River Granta. It was 
Holy Saturday and Jonny 
had chosen to be baptised  
by total immersion by Father 
Mark. 

After Jonny had clam-
bered out of the river and 
wrapped a large towel 
round his shoulders, every-
one on the riverbank burst 
into Amazing Grace. There 
was a smile on every face. 
There must have been about 
50  of us there – Jonny’s fam-
ily and many of his friends, 
and many from St Mary’s, 
the United Reform Church 
and Cornerstone too.

“It felt the right thing to 
do,” Jonny told me later. “I’d 

seen two or three friends be-
ing baptised by immersion 
– usually in a swimming bath. 
Somehow being baptised in 
the river seemed more ap-
propriate. Jesus was baptised 
in the River Jordan at the 
beginning of his ministry.” 

“You’re 15,” I pointed out. 
“Why now?”

“I wasn’t christened as 
a baby,” Jonny explained. 
“Your baptism is the begin-
ning of your life as a Chris-
tian. I feel more ready now 
to be public about what I am, 

and what I believe – more 
committed. 

“So I talked about it to Fa-
ther Mark. He’s preparing a 
group of us for confirmation, 
and you need to be baptised 
before you are confirmed.”

“Any regrets?”
“No. It was definitely dif-

ferent. OK, the water was 
horribly cold. Summer might 
be a more practical time. But 
Easter is a very special time 
for baptisms. I’m glad it hap-
pened.”

Elizabeth Bray 

Picture by Julian’s photography

Father Mark baptising Jonny in the river Granta

 

TO take his picture, Julian Edwards had to stand in the 
river up to his knees, still in his best trousers and shoes! 
If you took a shot of this,  the Linton News would be de-
lighted to have a copy to show the lengths to which a top 
photographer will go to get his picture. Editor

Did you get this photo?

Hair today and  
gone tomorrow

Give blood on 22nd 

May from  
1-3.30pm & 4.30-

7pm at 
the village hall

Gardening club 
plant and produce sale 

on 12th May 
10am-12noon 
 3 Mill Lane
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MALLYON & DONALDSON
Linton

Specialising in both Modern and

Traditional building methods.

Tel: 01223 891267
Mob: 07941 220868

All contracts finished to a high stand.
Reliable service. Local references available.

Reliable Local
Builder

From
conversions to plastering,
renovations to tiling and 
decorating-

No job too small

Tel: 01223 290925
Mobile 07813 070369

EASY, FREE PARKING

TIM PHILLIPS & Co.
Accountants

Independent, specialist service for:
Small Businesses - Self Assessment

Personal Taxation

The ‘One-Stop Shop’ for your Accounts and Tax Returns

Copley Hill Business Park, Babraham
Tel; 01223 830044. www.TPaccounts.co.uk

Yes you can at
Slimming World

we're full of surprises
Come and join us

Discover the amazing you
Linton Cathodeon Centre

High Street
Monday 7.00pm

Tel:Tracy 01763 247252

Russells Estate Agents
“We Let Our Boards Speak For Themselves”

Sales & Lettings 
properties required in 

LINTON.
Call Glenn Coombe 

at the Sawston Office 
on 01223 493420 or

Email us at     

Sold

russells.co.uk

The farmer’s tractor

POT POURRI (28)

THE local farmer was ploughing a rectangular field. I observed 
that he had stopped in the field for some reason. The distance 
from the corners of the field to the tractor was 300 metres, 400 
metres and 500 metres going anticlockwise from corners A, B, 
and C respectively. What was the distance from corner D to the 
tractor?

Solution  to No 27 – The supermarket probability

This is a simple probability function that involves thought. If 
we consider that W represents the event that a Waitrose bag is 
selected, V1 and V2 is the probability that a bag is selected from 
the first or second vehicle respectively. Then we have probability 
denoted by the term (Pr): Pr(V1) = Pr(V2) =1/2 or 0.5  which 
is the probability that V1 or V2 is chosen.

Then the chance that a Waitrose bag is selected from V1 is 
Pr(W|V1) =1/6,   (This is a shorthand way of stating that the 
chance of picking a Waitrose bag from vehicle 1 is 2 from 12 
or 1/6).

Then from vehicle 2 we have Pr(W|V2) = 1/3,  ie 4 Waitrose 
bags from 12 or 1/3.

Then if we combine these probabilities for the chance that a 
Waitrose bag is selected from vehicle 1, we have;

         Pr(V1|W)  =           Pr(V1) x Pr(W|V1)
  Pr(V1) x (Pr(W|V1) + Pr(V2) x Pr(W|V2)

  =   1/2 x 1/6   which reduces to      1/12       = 
1/3

   1/2 x 1/6 + 1/2 x 1/3          1/12 + 1/6 

Hence, the chance of choosing a Waitrose bag from vehicle 
1 at random is 1 in 3.

If you managed to follow and understand the problem, it 
should be noted that this solution is a consequence of Bayes 
Theorem upon which a Cambridge company known as  
Autonomy has made millions of pounds.

ANOTHER tragic loss of life on the A1307 highlights the  
ongoing difficulties in addressing the dangers on this road. It 

is not that efforts are not being made; they are. Over recent years, 
the county has given high priority to improving road safety on the 
A1307 in various ways. 

We have large format signs, new right turns, improved road 
marking, speed control measures, interactive signs and traffic 
light controls. 

Behind the scenes a great deal of research goes into every pro-
posal. It is right that the investment of taxpayers’ money should 
only be made in those projects that can be shown to be effective. 
Many ideas researched simply do not work.

All those involved with the A1307 share the same frustrations, 
in that there is no clear answer to the problem. After every acci-
dent there is a thorough analysis of all the circumstances in order 
to learn from the incident. Unfortunately the series of accidents 
over recent years have very little in common. If there are common 
factors they are driver error and excess speed. 

So what is going on now? Speed limits are under review for 
the whole length of the A1307 between Cambridge and Haverhill. 
An engineering survey of the road between the Bartlow crossing 
and Horseheath Road is under way looking at camber, curves etc. 
Design work has been carried out to provide a safe right turn into 
Cardinals Green on the hill above Horseheath. In the same area 
proposals to move the bus stops away from the top of the hill into 
the lay-bys closer to Horseheath are well advanced.

We all want to stop the futile loss of life on the A1307. If there 
were easy answers they would have already been applied.  We 
need to continue to research and develop realistic, practical solu-
tions. We need to keep the A1307 in the public eye to ensure that 
it receives the priority  it deserves. I will continue to do my best to 
see that this happens, as I know the many others concerned with 
this problem will also do.

John Batchelor, County Councillor

NURSING home manager Marian Ellis and laundry supervisor 
Nora Marlow arranged a staff farewell evening for Dr Mukesh 
Rajani and Niru Rajani at Symonds House on 22nd March, the 
completion date for the sale of Symonds House to new owners, 
Raveedha Care Ltd.

Staff clubbed together to buy a bouquet of flowers, presented to 
Mrs Rajani by Mrs Marlow and a theatre ticket voucher, chocolates 
and a bottle of champagne which were presented to Dr Rajani 
by Mrs Ellis. Almost 30 members of staff enjoyed a selection of 
Indian and English food to celebrate the occasion.   

LNT

Farewell party: (from the left) Marian Ellis, Dr Rajani, 
Mrs Rajani and Nora Marlow 

Picture by Roger Lapwood

Farewell at Symonds House

A1307: I’ll do my best 

• This article was written following the death of Imogen Barker

The Linton News will continue to keep you informed on any 
news on the A1307.

THE 1st Linton Guides raised 
£27.40 for Comic Relief by 
producing The Literal Truth, 
a pantomime for family and 
friends on 21st March. The 
girls worked hard for the 
event, which included sing-
ing and dancing. Six new 
members and a young leader 
were enrolled before the girls 
served refreshments to the 
audience.

Philippa Gash, Hadstock  
897891

TWO sisters who are Guides 
in Linton have been selected 
to join Cambridgeshire East 
groups for international 
visits this summer.

Fifteen-year-old Helen 
Maimaris, of Hildersham, 
will be part of an 11-strong 
contingent visiting Our 
Cabana in Mexico, one of 
the five world Guide centres 
where ‘friendship sessions’ 
introduce different cultures 
and religions to Guides from 
around the world.  

Situated near Mexico 
City, Our Cabana has a 
strong ethos of service to 
the local community and 
the Guides will be asked to 
help organise play schemes 
for local children, and the 
adults are involved in teach-
ing programmes.

THE 2nd Linton Guides are 
taking part in a Guide serv-
ice project, ‘Can Eye Help?’ 
involving collecting used spec-
tacles for Vision Aid Overseas.  

The girls can bring any 
redundant used spectacles to 
the Tuesday meetings or they 
can be delivered to:

Rosemary Turner, 
 1 Joiners Road, Linton

891925

Helen 
and 
Joanne 
Maimaris  
who are  
off to 
foreign 
parts

... and more Guide news

SUMMER’S coming. We have a traditional green woven (syn-
thetic) hammock for sale, a slide suitable for children aged three 
to 10, two collectors’-style elegantly dressed dolls (17in and 22in 
high), a pair of balance kitchen scales with imperial weights, 
a tan-coloured three-seater bed settee and swivel chair (buyer 
to collect), an Electra Reversair tumble drier, approximately  
10 years old, good condition and the Sega Mega Drive II with 
two games all available for offers of £10 or more. 

The slow cooker raised £10 for the Woodland, Water & Wildlife 
Group. I have an enquiry for a small greenhouse if there is one 
available. All profits go to a village or national charity chosen by 
the donor of the item. All enquiries please to:

Kate France 891602 or email  katefrance@linton48.
freeserve.co.uk 

Too good for jumble …

Property Maintenance
Carpentry and Joinery Specialists 

High Quality Decorating Service
All work undertaken

Free Estimates

Tel/Fax: 01223 890789
E-mail: Info@westonoak.co.uk
Web: www.westonoak.co.uk Mob: 07736 273489

07900 492127

Linton, Cambridge

THE A1307 notched up another accident statistic on Thursday 
19th April when a young motorcyclist was in collision with a 
car at the Bartlow crossroads.

Simon Standen, a 30-year-old paramedic with the East of 
England Ambulance Service, attended the incident at about 
8.30am, in which thankfully no one was seriously hurt.

Simon, who lives in The Heights, is called to numerous ac-
cidents on the A1307, many of them at this crossroads, and his 
personal opinion is that some form of traffic control is needed.

“When drivers coming from Haverhill reach this point,” he 
says, “they are generally driving too fast, having come off a 
section of dual carriageway on to a single carriageway.

“There should be some form of control there, possibly tem-
porary traffic lights at peak times or something like the lights 
outside Linton Village College, to allow traffic from the side 
roads to get out safely on to the A1307.”                LNT

Yet another accident ...
Paramedic 
Simon 
Standen,  
at the 
scene of 
the latest 
accident

Picture by 
Wendy Foster

In August, Joanne 
Maimaris, 13, will visit Our 
Chalet in Switzerland.  In 
this celebration year, the 12 
girls and three leaders wll 
take parti in various group 
activities including hiking, 
abseiling, rafting and rock 
climbing, plus international 
entertainment evenings.

To raise money towards 
the £1,300 cost for Mexico 
and £600 for Switzerland, 
the sisters are planning a 
number of fund-raising 
events including a Brownie 
disco.  

Joanne has already or-
ganised a tombola and Helen 
has pressed friends and fam-
ily into helping at the Linton 
Guides’ jumble sale. 

Kate France 891602

LintonGuides see the world

Linton News 90 x 60 landscape 

 If you need help to find us 
or get information, phone us 

 On free phone 0500 012231 

Bannold,  Capability Barns, 
Huntingdon Road Fen Drayton 

Cambridge CB24 4SD 

T : 01223 860671 F : 01223 565431 
 www.bannold.co.uk 

Specialists in natural hard landscaping materials 

to new, larger, more accessible 
and customer friendly premises 
with plenty more parking spaces 
and an even bigger range of 
products. 
And for the near future, we have 
on-going plans to make Capability 
Barns the most interesting centre 
for natural hard landscaping 
materials in the county. 
Come and see for yourself . 
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Post and email addresses and deadline for letters are on 
Page 8. Please note: all letters for publication must be sup-

plied with a full name and address to enable us to check 
authenticity. Letters may be edited.

Readers write ...... Readers write

OUR THANKS

LINTON DIARY
To guarantee entry into this diary please ensure that your event is 

written into the diary in the Post Office.
Details of items in bold type may be found elsewhere in this edition.

You may also send an email with your event details to diary@
linton.info, or use the form on www.linton.info

WEEKLY  
Junior badminton, 10am-12noon Sundays Sports Centre
Adult tennis coaching, Sundays (call 07791 150141)  SC
Slimming World, 7.30pm Mondays       Cathodeon Centre
Pilates, 10 and 11.15am Mondays   Village Hall 
Whist drive, 7.30pm Mondays   VH
Men’s keep fit club, 8pm Mondays and Wednesdays                 SC 
Ladies’ netball, 7-9pm Mondays                                             SC
Linton chess club, 7.30pm Tuesdays                            CC
Tae Kwon Do, 6-8pm Tuesdays and Thursdays                  SC
Ladies’ badminton, 8-10pm Tuesdays  SC
IT club, 7pm Tuesdays   CC
Linton radio race car club, 6-10pm Wednesdays   VH
Linton theatre workshop, Wednesdays (call 892076)
Tots-in-Tow, 10-11.30am Wednesdays in term time  VH
LVC badminton club, 8-10pm Thursdays  SC
Carpet bowls, 7.30pm Thursdays    VH
Rhyme’n’rhyrhm, tots’ music group, 
 Fridays 10.30am & 1.30pm term time      URC 
Hall Junior basketball, 6-7pm Fridays  SC
Bridge club, 7pm Fridays   CC
Tap dancing, 7.15-8pm Fridays  VH
Granta badminton club, 8-10pm Fridays  SC
Adult social tennis, 2-3pm Saturdays   SC
Boxercise/TTB/spinning, 7-8pm various days (from 22 May), call 890248   SC
MAY 
  4-2nd June, art exhibition Darryl Nantais Gallery
  8 VIP group, 2pm Chalklands
  8 Gardening club, 7.30pm VH
  8 Ace outing to Spalding, 9.30am Dog & Duck
12 Gardening club plant sale, 10am-12noon 3 Mill Lane
12 Friends of Guiding jumble sale, 2pm Infant school
12 Balsham singers, 7.30pm Balsham church
13 Camera club outing, 9.30am VH
15 Asthma UK house and garden fair, 10am  Chilford 
Hall
15 Historical society, 7.30pm VH
15 SCDC housing surgery, 10-11.30am  VH
16 CAMTAD hearing help, 9am-12noon Health Centre
17 Parish council meeting, 8pm CC
19 Dads and tots, 9.30am VH
19 Music concert, 7.30pm Hadstock church
20 Christian Aid service, 3.30pm URC
20 Oxfam walk Stourbridge Common,  Cambridge
21 Hildersham WI, 7.30pm Hildersham VH
21 Camera club, 7.15pm VH
21 Meeting re travellers, 7pm Robinson College, 
Cambridge
22 Blood donor sessions, 1-3.30 and 4.30-7pm VH
25 Indulgence evening, 7-10pm SC
25 Police surgery, 2pm Linton Library
27 Charity fair, 12 noon Dog & Duck car park
27 Camera club outing, 9.30am VH
29 SCDC housing surgery, 10-11.30am  VH
29 Get creative arts and crafts week for children SC
JUNE
  2 Farmers’ market, 9.30am LVC
  2 Linton Music society, 7.30pm LVC
Refuse collection: 14th , 29th May (Tues)   

Recycling collection: 8th (Tues) and 21st May, 4th June
Library times: Monday Closed; Tuesday 10.30am-1pm, 
2pm-5pm; Wednesday 2pm-5pm, 6pm-8pm; Thursday Closed; 
Friday 10.30am-1pm, 2pm-5pm, 6pm-8pm; Saturday 10am-
12noon.

PAULINE'S
CHILDCARE IN 

LINTON
FOR UNDER FIVES

Ofsted registered
Monday – Friday
Ring for details
01223 891890

GARAGE
DOORS

SERVICED-REPAIRED
REPLACED

Spares for all makes
Free Estimate, Brochures

and Advice
Steel – GRP – Timber

Sectional single or double skin
Roller Doors

A.B.C. Garage Door Systems

Telephone 01223 893798
or mobile 07774 499537

www.garagedoorsabc.co.uk
email@garagedoorsabc

• FITTED KITCHENS /
 BEDROOMS /WARDROBES
• CABINET MAKERS
• BESPOKE JOINERY
• DOORS / WINDOWS / STAIRS
• WOODEN FLOORING
• CONSERVATORIES
• EXTENSIONS / REFURBISHMENTS

FREE
COMPETITIVE

ESTIMATES

Tel.: 01223 890600 Mobile: 07802 885390 

Watkins Joinery

20 YEARS EXPERI-
ENCE INSURANCE WORK 

UNDERTAKEN

Dear Editor, 
Last Tuesday our compostable rubbish wasn’t collected by 
the bin men (note: Tuesday after Easter Monday). We don’t 
have a wheelie bin so we use paper sacks. I rang the council 
on Wednesday and arranged for the sacks to be collected on 
Thursday morning. I put the sacks out late on Wednesday night 
as I didn’t want to miss the collection. 
At around 3.30am on Thursday morning, we were awoken by 
our neighbour with the news that our three sacks had been set 
alight. She had heard some lads laughing in the street and then 
smelled the fire. We were able to put out the flames and the lo-
cal firemen arrived in good time to put out the final embers and 
make sure the house wasn’t going to burn down.
The damage was scorching and bubbling of the paint and plas-
ter on our exterior wall, and our windowsill had caught fire. We 
could feel the heat on the inside of the wall.  
We were extremely lucky to have caught the fire so early 
(thanks to our neighbour). Our block of terrace houses are all 
timber framed and the burning sacks were next to the incoming 
gas pipe, so we dread to think what might have happened. 
The police aren’t following up the incident as there were no 
witnesses or evidence left at the scene; however, we haven’t 
even seen an officer. I realise the police are probably busy, 
but I would have thought an arson attack was fairly serious, 
especially as I believe there was another suspected arson attack 
in Linton last month. 
To add insult to injury, the council picked up our now soggy 
sacks of rubbish on Thursday, spilling half of it on the pave-
ment. When I stuck my head out of the door, the driver asked if 
I could clear it up as they were holding up traffic (they hadn’t 
bothered to pull in). I’m six months pregnant … 
I’m sure this wasn’t a malicious or personal attack, but more 
likely a chance encounter between drunken individuals and 
alluring paper sacks, but I would like the perpetrators to realise 
that this could have been a very serious incident. 
Jessica Massie, High Street

LINTON’s annual 
meeting got off to a 
good start with free 
samples of skin cream 

to make us all feel and look 
younger.

Our president, Ann Simp-
kin, welcomed Anne Bull-
man, CFWI treasurer and 
WI advisor who was assisting 
with the election of officers 
and committee. 

After the  business, reports 
were given by treasurer Anne 
Harmer, secretary Brenda 
Smith and Ann Simpkin on 
another sucessful year. Some 
new members have joined 
and our financial position is 
satisfactory.

Ann Simpkin then thanked 
Miriam Rixon for her help 
over the past years on the 
committee and presented her 

Dear Editor
I wish to thank Mr and Mrs Powell, who lent their lovely house 
for our coffee morning on 22nd March, all the loyal supporters 
of the NSPCC who came to bring and buy, and those who sent 
generous donations. The grand total was £654, which is really 
excellent and was very gratefully received by the NSPCC 
Eastern Region.
Susan Anderson, Mill Lane

H I L D E R S H A M ’ S 
March meeting brought 
an end to the year’s pro-
gramme with the AGM. 

Looking back, we began with 
April and the Woodland Trust 
preserving old woodland, May 
found us supplying refreshments 
to the Oxfam walkers, and an 
evening of First Aid. In June, 
we took to the road and headed 
for Wyken Hall Tudor Gardens 
and afternoon tea. 

July found us having a gar-
den supper accompanied by 
Parisian music and in August 
the non-committee members 
gave an interesting insight into 
local grown foods. We learned 
in September how to improve 
our memory, and October 
saw the return of the Antiques 
Roadshow. 

November took us back 
to the past via Pickwick’s 

Mindless acts could kill

with a plant and some bulbs. 
Voting for president resulted 
in Ann being re-elected for 
another year. 

Wendy Foster gave a re-
port on two courses she had 
attended at Denman College,, 
and Anne Bullman enter-
tained us telling of an eventful 
WI theatre trip to London. 
Anne Harman was the win-
ner of the Denman bursary 
this year.

Then it was time to tuck 
into the delicious puddings 
provided by members. As 
usual, these were thoroughly 
enjoyed by all – a very pleas-
ant way to end an AGM. Our 
next meeting is at 7.30pm on 
5th June when the talk is on 
Charles Rennie Mackintosh 
by Muriel Seaman. 

Tricia Lewis 893609

Delicious puddings round 
off a successful 12 months

Cambridge. The week before 
Christmas, we enjoyed mulled 
wine, mince pies and magic. 
Sadly our guest magician John 
Whitmore died very soon after 
this most enjoyable evening.

January saw us entertained 
by a magic lantern show and 
last but not least in February we 
were introduced to the delights 
of the British waterways. This 
brings us back to March with 
the AGM: the end of an enjoy-
able year. 

At our next meeting in 
Hildersham village hall at 
7.30pm on 21st May, Mrs Ridout 
will be taking us back to the 
Tudor times of Kentwell Hall, 
Long Melford, especially the 
very elaborate re-enactment 
which takes place in June. 

All welcome, visitors £2.50 
including refreshments.

 Pamela Parris

ANOTHER great night of acoustic music is guaranteed at the 
King’s Head, Hadstock, when top British bluegrass band, Mon-
roe’s Revenge, present their full-harmony singing and blister-
ing instrumental breakdowns on Saturday 2nd June.

 Their classic line-up of banjo, fiddle, mandolin, guitar and 
upright bass is in the mould of the bluegrass pioneers of the 
1940s and 1950s. If you enjoyed the music of films such as Oh 
Brother, Where Art Thou? and Cold Mountain, you’ll love this 
band. Monroe’s Revenge has been entertaining audiences at 
festivals and clubs up and down the UK since the 1980s. Starts 
9pm, admission free.
    Richard Partridge 890990

Harmony in Monroe’s Re-

ACE HOUSE
CLEARANCE
& REMOVALS

 Polite and Professional Service
 UK Removals
 Family Run Business
 Full & Part Clearance
 No Job too Big or Small
 Available 7 days a Week
We Won’t be Beaten On Price!!

Telephone ANYTIME:
01799 584644

Mob: 07787867920
E-mail: acehousehold@hotmail.com

White Chimneys 
Garden  Design 
Garden designs, Planting plans, 
Consultation packages or just 

some helpful advice.  A local busi-
ness offering a flexible service.

Judith Rawlinson 
BSc DipGD(InstGD)

Tel: 01223 897825
Email:Judithr2011@aol.com

www.whitechimneys-design.co.uk

Loking back over Hilder-
sham’s year

TO ensure your club, society or group has its entry in 
this diary, please make sure the event is written into the 
village diary in Linton Post Office. It is not always the 
same person who compiles this list and if you have not 
made an entry, it will not get into the LN!
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Chef’s corner 
with Joel

K.CLAXTON

Painter
&Decorator

Interior & Exterior
Free Estimates

Tel: (01223) 892190
Mobile: 07910149353

Linton Based

A.J. COPELAND & CO.
Chartered Accountants, Linton

Audit, Accountancy, Tax and Consultancy Services
for Business and Individuals

Computerised Self Assessment Tax Return Service

For FREE initial consultation phone

01799 506602

RUTH COOKS FOR YOU

01440 762819
07721 442680
ruthmjoyce@btinternet.com

All your Catering Needs Met

For a romantic supper for two to 
a buffet for one hundred!

Sweet or Savoury
Cakes, Canapes, Puddings or 

Simply Something for the Freezer!

Cooking Lessons 
Also Available

For Information 
Please Contact

Ruth Joyce OBE,
Lilley Farm,

Thurlow Road,
Withersfield,

Suffolk,
CB9 7SA

BLJ
CONTRACTS

ALL TILING WORK UNDERTAKEN

TERRACOTTA,
CERAMIC, MARBLE,

QUARRY TILES
NO JOB TOO SMALL
ESTIMATES FREE

Tel: 01223 891372

Carpentry, Plumbing, Tiling
Door / Window Replacement
Kitchen / Bathroom Refitting

Fencing, Decking, Gardening
Painting, Decorating
Flat Pack Assembly

Property Maintenance

Steve Jackson
Service Engineer

All domestic appliance repairs,
15 years industry experience.
Very reasonable rates.
Quick & reliable service.

Steve Jackson
(Home) 01223 893114

(Mobile) 07963 854653

G. DYE & SONS
GENERAL BUILDER
MAINTENANCE &

GROUNDWORK

39 The Grove
Linton
Cambridge
CB1 6UQ
Tel: 01223 892089
Mobile: 07961 342887

Free Estimates

GLENWOOD
BOLTS & SCREWS LTD

SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY
FASTENERS, FIXINGS &

SILVERLINE TOOLS
Unit 2 Lintech Court

The Grip Industrial Estate, Linton
Cambridge, CB1 6XN

Tel: 01223 892095 / 893931
Fax: 01223 894122

IF you want to know what a nun 
wears under her habit, then you 
should have been at the April 
meeting of ACEs! 

Not only did we have fish 
and chips, but we also heard 
how Derek Birch came to be in 
Linton. This Leicester lad has 
long been a greatly respected 
part of the village, church and 
business communities. 

Barbara, his (infinitely) 
better half, is a Linton lass; 
together they made numerous 
moves in the course of his 
upward career, before coming 
back to The Grip. 

Derek’s profession in fab-
rics has brought many strange 
encounters and funny stories 
– from the generous size of 
some nether garments, to the 
material of lumberjacks’ vests, 
and his lurking in lingerie 
departments to see what rival 

ACEs find 
out about 
nuns and 

their habits

How you can make 
your garden an  

oasis for wildlife
YOUR garden doesn’t need to be a wilderness in  
order to attract wildlife, but although there will be suc-
cesses and failures, there are plenty of ploys to attract 

these creatures. 
Robert Good reminded Gardening club members that his-

torically weeds and pests were considered by many to be the 
bad guys, but in the 1960s and 1970s it became apparent that 
wildlife was in decline, so something had to be done.

Bird boxes and feeders, bat boxes and wild flower areas 
will attract many species to your patch but it helps to think 
from the point of view of the creatures you are trying to 
woo.

Food, water and shelter are priorities, with special treats 
like nectar-providing plants for butterflies and insects as a 
bonus. Places to breed and hibernate are essential, so don’t 
tidy that wood pile!

Finally, whatever you have in your garden, do enjoy it 
while you can, as you never know which species may sud-
denly disappear.

On 8th May Stephen Elstub will talk us through the de-
lights of Clare College garden, so do come and join us.

One of the most enjoyable days of our year, the plant and 
produce sale will be held from 10am to 12noon on Saturday 
12th May at 3 Mill Lane.  

Please come along to buy, share refreshments and enjoy 
the lovely garden – hopefully in good weather.

Gloria Fidler  891800

stores had on display.
At our March meting, Garth 

Collard spoke on the chang-
ing but ever-present problem 
of Crime in Linton. We heard 
of medieval muggings, arson 
attacks, highway robbery, reck-

less driving (of horses), lewd 
behaviour, theft – nothing much 
changes. 

The next event is on Tuesday 
8th May: a coach trip to Spalding 
to see the flower festival floats, 
Springfield shopping outlet and 
the churches’ flower displays. 

We leave the Dog and Duck at 
9.30am, picking up at Chalk-
lands and along Back Road.  
Contact Sue/Tina on 891001, 
or me, to book a place.

Enid Bald 891069

 Christian 
Aid week 

THIS year is the 50th anniver-
sary of Christian Aid Week. 
Our aim is to raise awareness 
of climate change, to make 
alterations in our own lives 
and to raise funds to help those 
whose lives have already been 
devastated by these issues.

We are concentrating on 
El Salvador which, in recent 
years, has suffered a series of 
hurricanes and earthquakes, 
with tropical storms becoming 
more frequent and intense.

The Christian Aid service 
will be held at 3.30pm on 
Sunday 20th May in the Linton 
Free Church. The speaker will 
be Chris Emerson. 

Thanks especially to those 
who collect in the village and 
those who help in other ways 
– but we do need more collec-
tors. There are several roads 
which are not covered. 

Lastly, I have been organis-
ing the collection for five years 
now and feel a new pair of 
hands and fresh ideas would 
be good.  

Brenda Cole, 892286

Marathon 
challenge

A LINTON couple in their 50s 
who have never run a marathon 
before have agreed to run the 
Edinburgh Marathon on 27th 

May..

Jan and Richard Rand are 
raising money for Stars, the 
local children’s bereavement 
support service hosted by Mil-
ton Children’s Hospice (www.
ccbss.org.uk).

It started in 2003 with a 
lottery grant that has now ex-
pired, so funding is solely by 
voluntary donation. 

Stars has proved to be a truly 
worthwhile service that needs 
to stay, say Richard and Jan. 
“Please support us if you can. 
Will we get the silver blanket? 
We will give it our best shot and 
failing injury WILL do it. 

“If you would like to spon-
sor us, you can do this via the  
‘just giving’ website on www.
justgiving.com/richardr or 
www.justgiving.com/janetr. 
Or you can contact us via the 
Linton News.”

Jan and Richard Rand,
80 Balsham Road

Eyes down: the Aces pay attention for the raffle Picture by Enid Bald
The rocket salad
1 bunch of good 
peppery rocket
1 pre- roasted
 red pepper 
5 roasted baby 
tomatoes
Fresh parmesan 
shavings
Virgin olive oil
Balsamic vinegar

Ingredients:
The tart 
2 large handfuls of baby 
spinach        
200g pot of ricotta cheese 
(drained of its water) 
1 crushed clove of garlic
Cracked pepper and coarse salt 
(to taste) 
1 small egg         
1 bunch of basil 
glaze
Fresh ground nutmeg (1 
pinch)
1 pkt of ready made filo pastry 
(there are some things we sim-
ply have to cheat with)
100g of melted butter
1. Coat inside of ring mould or quiche ring approx 9-10cm 
diameter with butter.
2. Using two pages of the pastry, gently push into the ring, leaving 
rough edges protruding. Cover and refrigerate.
3. Cover bottom of small pan with water and steam spinach until 
soft. This will take only seconds.
4. The spinach must be cooled very quickly with ice; this will 
help keep its vibrant green colour. 
5. With a blender, whizz the ricotta cheese and cooled spinach 
until soft. Add the egg and whizz again. Add all the other herbs 
and seasonings, ensuring all ingredients are bound together.
6. With a spoon, push the mixture into the pastry case taking 
care not to break the protruding pastry. Paint the pastry with a 
little butter.
7. Place the tart into a preheated oven at 190C (Gas mark 5) for 
about 15-20 minutes. Meanwhile, the salad can be rolled in a bowl 
using all the ingredients except the balsamic vinegar glaze.
8. Place the salad in a neat pile on a plate to one side.
9. When your tart is just beginning to brown, it can be removed 
from the ring and served alongside your salad.

Finish with parmesan shavings and a drizzle of the balsamic 
glaze.

A really cold crisp Chardonnay will be delicious with this dish 
to go with the green earthy taste of the spinach and to cut through 
the creamy cheese.

Cheers and bon appetit!
** To catch up with all the previous recipes, please go to 

www.chefs-corner.co.uk

UNTIL quite recently in restaurants around the world, vegetar-
ians have been largely ignored, if not completely forgotten, 
leaving it up to the poor veggies to have to ask for themselves.

This is now the perfect time of year to sample some fantastic 
foods from the markets or supermarkets. Spring greens, curly 
kale, asparagus, baby spinach, the list is endless. These days 
I’m finding that more and more people are conscious of all the 
different food scares  and healthy living issues arising from the 
various media engines. 

A vegetarian diet is known to confer a wide range of health 
benefits. Research also shows vegetarians suffer less heart dis-
ease, diabetes and various cancers to mention just a few. 

The 1st of October of every year is world veggie day, so we’ve 
got five months to think about maybe making the next dish 
featured on chefs corner.

Baby spinach and ricotta filo tart on 
rocket salad and roasted sweet fruit

Annette's

Beauty & Well Being

Try our new Sun beds and nail extension treatments
Now open Mondays and until
7:00pm on Tues, Wed and Thur

At The Bank House
37 High Street, Linton CB1 6HS

Telephone: 01223 891900
Annette Jackson vtct iihht babtac & Reiki master
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PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER - Estd. 1966
All aspects of Central Heating and Plumbing

Boiler Service & Maintenance
Bathroom Suites & Power Showers
Kitchen Installations - Tap washers

Telephone 01223 892311
Mobile 07885 068047

LINTON PAVING
COMPANY

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
BLOCK PAVING & GRAVEL
DRIVES, PATIOS, FENCING,
INTERNAL & EXTERNAL

PAINTING,
GENERAL REPAIRS.
NO JOB TOO SMALL.

LOCAL, RELIABLE AND
FRIENDLY SERVICE.
FREE QUOTATIONS

Tel: 01223 890060
07765 594398

lintonpaving@aol.com

Roses
Beauty Salon
W E S T W R AT T I N G

Facials, Electrolysis,
Waxing, Manicures,

Pedicures, Massage,
Eyelash Tint , Ear Piercing.

Mobi le service avai lable

Rene Guinot Agent
Tel Carol

01223 290450
or 07796 333351

Charlie Saville
Builder &
Decorator

Tel/Fax:
01799 513413

mobile:
07721 372642

NEWS IN BRIEF
Linton pool is refloated

Because you’re worth it ...

Book early for fishing match

Dog and Duck fund raiser

Spring is sung in Balsham ...

Is your child a mini-maestro?

A PUBLIC meeting to discuss the number and distribution of 
gypsy and traveller pitches for the East of England will be held 
at 7pm on 21st May at Robinson College, Cambridge. If you 
wish to attend or require further information, please contact:

Helen De La Rue, East of England Regional  
Assembly, Flempton House, Flempton, Bury St Ed-

munds, Suffolk, IP28 6EG fax 01284 729447

IF your child shows an aptitude for music, why not come 
along to the music development classes for youngsters aged 
two and upwards with Angie Lesslie? Children will sing, play 
instruments and join in musical games at the classes held dur-
ing term time at 10am on Tuesdays at the  Friends’ School in 
Saffron Walden. Places are limited, so please call Angie on 
01787 463477, or contact the school on 01799 527235.

Joy Haigh

THE Balsham Singers invite you to their spring concert 
combining two fundamental works of the 20th century 
– Orff’s Carmina Burana and a suite from Gershwin’s 
Porgy and Bess. The concert will be held at 7.30pm on 
Saturday, 12th May at Balsham church. Tickets available 
from Balsham post office or on the door. 
	 	 Eleanor	Whitfield	07952	686520

THE annual fishing match for the Dog and Duck trophy will 
take place at Home Farm Fishery, Little Walden on Sunday 1st 
July 2007. The draw for pegs will take place in the car park at 
Little Walden at 8.30am on the day of the match, with fishing 
from 9am-3pm. There is a charge for entry and cash prizes will 
be awarded. Places are limited, so you are advised to book early. 
Entry forms are available from the Dog and Duck.
   Frank Sweeting 890276

AT 12 noon on Sunday 27th May, the Dog and Duck will again 
be hosting a charity fair in their car park. Any group, club, 
society or association that would like to raise money for their 
causes are welcome to take a free stand space in the car park. 
A barbecue and refreshments will be available and entertain-
ment will be given by the TUBE, a local brass band. To book 
your place, please call Tracy Harrison on 891257. 

AN evening of indulgence from 7-10pm on Friday, 25th May  
is being organised by Claire and Lisa in the Therapy Room 
at the Sports Centre in aid of the Samaritans and Cam-Mind. 
There will be a 20-minute holistic treatment of your choice, 
with a selection of food and fine wine and fantastic raffle prizes. 
Places are limited so book early. All of  the ticket price of £15 
will go to the charities.
 Claire or Lisa on 890248/07745 299405

A NEW committee has been formed to consider ways of raising 
£1million for a full-size swimming pool in Linton on a site 
between Granta school and the village college. About 15 people 
responded to Joan Smith’s appeal for new people to take on 
the Linton Area Pool Project at a meeting last month.
  Tim Richardson has agreed to remain as treasurer with a 
fund of £3,000. Nigel Padbury volunteered to be chair with 
Debbie Belsham as secretary.   New committee members are 
Paula Martin, Andy Walsh, Kate Kelly, Neil Holloway, Esther 
Cornell, H Nichols and Dr Judy Rossiter.  The first meeting 
was held at the Cathodeon Centre on 26th April.

Kate France 891602

THE Flower Festival and Fête 
from 8th-10th June promises to 
celebrate its 40th anniversary in 
style with the splendid festival 
of flowers in the church depict-
ing this year’s theme, Women 
of the World.

The church will be open 
for viewing the flowers  from 
10am–5.30pm on Friday, from 
10am–5pm on Saturday and 
from 11am–5pm on Sunday.

This will be accompanied on 
Saturday by the traditional fête 
with attractions for all the fam-
ily, and over the whole weekend 
by many other activities. A 
detailed programme will be dis-
tributed to Linton households a 
little nearer the time.

On Friday 8th June, there 
will be a barn dance and 
barbecue at the infant school 
(tickets from Bob Simmonds 
891754). 

At the fête all day on Satur-
day from 10-5.30pm, there will 
be a profusion of craft stalls, 
plus cakes, books, plants, a bal-
loon race and much more. The 
restaurant in the school will be 
open from 10-4.30pm.

The events on the field from 
11am will include, in the morn-
ing, for the first time, a fun fam-
ily dog show (bring along your 
pooch!) and in the afternoon the 
attractions will include a five-a-

Boxing 
clever 

A FEW new events are hap-
pening at the Linton Sports 
Centre in May. One of these 
is  the boxercise class which 
is being relaunched on Tues-
day 22nd May. Please come 
and have a go. This is a  
dynamic class which is great 
for your general fitness.

The centre is also constantly 
looking to improve the provi-
sion of activities and the facili-
ties and would like your help 
in doing this. There will be a 
customer survey and we would 
like you to complete this and 
return it to the centre.

Please look out for our half-
term brochure with details of 
activities, or give us a call at the 
centre for more  information. 
You can contact us at:

 lintoncommunitysports-
centre 

@hotmail.co.uk or on 

Our brave bears are back!

Ready teddies: bears take the plunge last year

side football competition, also 
new this year.

At 3pm, any teddy bears 
intrepid enough are invited 
to parachute from the church 
tower (parachutes provided!). 
Is your bear brave enough?

On Sunday, the craft stalls 
in the school will be open 
from 11.30-5pm and the res-
taurant will be open from 
11.30-4pm. 

The weekend will conclude 
at 6pm with a performance 
by the church choir of choral 
works by Rutter, Vivaldi and 
Walton.

Andrew King 897832
•• Dr Derek Locktone, field 
event co-ordinator (891931) 
writes: “This year marks the 
fête and festival’s ruby an-
niversary. We want a really 
nice happy day out for all the 
family on Saturday, and hope 
many of you proud dog own-
ers will come and show us, 
among other things, who has 
the waggiest tail in our family 
dog show.”

HELLO, my name is Dan Piper 
and I am the new PCSO for Lin-
ton. I am replacing PCSO Dawn 
Bamford who is now working 
in the Essex Constabulary as a 
police constable.

Many of you have seen me 
patrolling Linton lately and I 
am sure that you will all see 
much more of me in the future. 
I will be working with PC Ad-
dison-Atkinson (PC AA) and I 
will be his eyes and ears in the 
local community, making sure 
that we reduce anti-social be-
haviour and show a reassuring 
presence within the village. 

If you see me patrolling the 
village then please do not hesitate 
to stop and have a chat, as I would 
like to get to know the commu-
nity that I am policing. 

Furthermore, if any of the 
schools in the area would like 
a visit from the police, then I 

would be more than happy to at-
tend. It is essential for you (the 
community) and me to work 
together in order for me to be 
100% effective. However you 
do not have to have a problem 
to speak to me; if you see me 
walking down the High Street 
or in your area, come and have 
a chat about anything. I will be 
more than willing to listen to 
what you have to say.

There has been a huge 
enforcement campaign with 
regard to using mobile phones 
while driving. From now on, if 
you get caught while driving, it 
could end up costing you a £60 
fine and three points on your 
licence. Your insurance could 
also suffer heavily when you 
come to renew it. Be aware! 

Even though the use of a 
hands-free set is still legal, 
please be mindful that your 

awareness levels still suffer and 
this will affect your ability to 
drive competently.

Stay in contact: If you have 
access to the internet, then sign 
up to E-Cops. This scheme 
enables you to keep in contact 
with PC AA and myself via 
e-mail. We let you know about 
the crimes perpetrated in your 
area and any other news that we 
have as your Neighbourhood 
Policing Team.

To sign up to E-Cops go to 
www.cambs.police.uk/signup/
ecops. Lastly, come and see 
me at the police surgery at 
Linton Library at 2pm on  
25th May – I look forward to 
seeing you.

PCSO 7205 Dan Piper

We hope to have a picture of 
Dan and another new PCSO in 
next month’s LN

Meeting on traveller sites

PLODDING  ALONG ...
A round-up of police matters in Linton

The Dog & Duck
63 High Street, Linton

Tel: 01223 891257

An Australian Supper Evening
Monday 28th May

BOOK NOW!!
Pre-bookings only

Come along and enjoy an evening of typical Australian foods
including kangaroo, Crocodile, Barramundi & Quandongs

with live didgeridoo player too!
For more details check out our website for our Supper Event Brochure

or pop in! www.dogandducklinton.co.uk

Watch batteries and straps fitted while you wait.
Jewellery repairs including sizing and polishing.

All repair work carried out on the premises by a
professional with 40 years experience.

We stock a selection of:
Silver Jewellery • Photo Frames •
Collectables • Toiletries •
Greeting Cards • Gift Wrap

61 HIGH STREET, LINTON, CAMBRIDGE, CB21 4HS
TEL: 01223 894255
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PLUMBLINE
Plumbing & Heating

RELIABLE COMPETITIVE
FRIENDLY SERVICE

Linton 
01223 893903

Don’t delay call today

Benten & Co.
Chartered Certified Accountants

We are a friendly, well established firm, large enough to
deal with most accountancy and taxation matters.

Please telephone for an initial consultation
(without obligation)

Abbey House, 51 High Street, Saffron Walden
Telephone 01799 523053

www.benten.co.uk

Cambridge 892263
16 BACK ROAD, LINTON

DOE, ADI and  MIAM

☎

LINTON
VILLAGE
MOTORS

01223 830550
BOURNE BRIDGE ABINGTON CAMBRIDGE

(near COMFORT CAFE)

• Authorised MOT centre • ALL MAKES serviced and repaired
• Competitive prices on tyres & exhausts
• Collection and delivery arranged • FREE advice
• Polite friendly staff • FREE use of courtesy car

A FULLY INSURED MOT APPROVED GARAGE
CAN YOUR MECHANIC SAY THAT?

THIS year’s car wash by the Linton Scouts, Cubs and Beavers 
was on 24th March outside the Dog and Duck at £3 a time – very 
good value ... I had mine done!

It was bitterly cold, but there was so much enthusiasm being 
shown by all  those involved that they didn’t seem to mind get-
ting soaked with pressure sprays, buckets of icy water and stray 
splashes from big sponges holding vast amounts of water.

When I left, they had washed 42 cars and hoped to exceed 50 
before they had finished. There was also a tombola stall with a 
wide selection of prizes although the tickets in the box looked more 
like papier mâché. I was lucky; I  won a box of  chocolates! 
     Ron Pitkin

SINCE  the tsunami struck 
in Asia in 2004, Oxfam  has 
been working in the devastated 
regions, providing the help so 
desperately needed building 
wells, bathing facilities and  
latrines, and delivering mil-
lions of litres of safe water for 
displaced families.

And in Darfur, where the 
conflict in Sudan forced two 
million people to flee their 
homes for temporary camps, 
Oxfam is providing water 
tanks, sanitation  and essential 
daily help. 

To help victims of such 
disasters Oxfam needs your 
help. In Cambridge, on 20th 
May, we are celebrating the 
40th anniversary of the annual 
Oxfam Walk, which has over  

A VERY successful Ladies 
Evening  held on Friday 16th 
March  was organised  jointly 
by Chestnut and Granta play-
groups to raise funds for both 
playgroups.

A host of treats was available, 
from the chocolate fountain, 
wine and bubbly at the bar and 
delicious puddings, to massages 
and facial treatments. There was 
plenty of opportunity to spend 
money at the stalls  on candles, 
books, bags, cosmetics and an 
amazing variety of jewellery.

A tremendous amount of hard 
work goes into the planning and 
execution of an event like this 
and our thanks go to all involved, 
especially those who  helped to 
set up, clear away and run the 
stalls. Our particular thanks go 
to Paul Orton of our sponsors 
The Cambridge Garden Com-
pany, and  to The Crown and 
Dog and Duck for their dona-
tions of cake and crisps.

Chestnut Playgroup recently 
underwent an on-the-spot Of-
sted inspection. The inspector 
spent two days closely observ-
ing  children and staff before 
reporting her findings to the 
team. The staff and commit-
tee are delighted that Chestnut 

the  years  raised much needed 
funds for the charity. This is 
your chance to raise funds for 
Oxfam’s Emergencies Fund 
and have a great day out with 
your family or friends. You can 
choose a length of walk that 
suits you – from four to 26 miles 
– and raise your fitness level 
while raising funds.  All routes 
begin and end at Stourbridge 
Common, Cambridge. 

This year, we are hoping 
to raise £50,000. Please help 
us maintain the tradition of 
Cambridge helping Oxfam.For 
registration forms or further 
information:

 visit www.oxfam.org.
uk/walk, phone 0870 905 

9060 or email events@
oxfam.org..uk  

WITH a cold and foggy start to the day on Sunday 15th April,  
the Camera club were prepared for the worst weather, but 

hoping for the best, for a boat trip to the Norfolk Broads.
Upon our arrival we were welcomed by Bruce and Janet 

Conochie, who had offered to take us out on their boat, Mister 
Toad. Bruce’s son Alan and his wife Anna kindly offered to hire 
and sail a second boat for us. 

 We set out along the River Bure for our journey across the 
waters. The sun was shining and there was very little wind. 
During the day we saw various kinds of wildlife: herons, great 
crested grebe, greylag, Canadian geese and terns. We also saw 
coots and Egyptian geese with their first brood of chicks, a pair 
of oystercatchers feeding along the water’s edge and the blue 
flash of a kingfisher flying by, along with several sightings of 
marsh harrier and more. 

There were lovely homes with thatched roofs and beautiful 
gardens and other boats full of people having fun. We also came 
across a sailing boat competition taking place at Wroxham Broad. 
After refreshments at The Ferry Inn at Horning, we continued 
past Malthouse Broad to see the ruin of St Benet’s abbey, which 
looked picturesque lit by the afternoon sun.

We arrived back in Linton exhausted but still in good spirits.  
An enjoyable, memorable time was had by all, and this is definitely 
a big thank you to Bruce and Alan for their hospitality.

This month there will be a club night from 7.15-9.15pm on 21st 
May at the village hall, with a presentation entitled Image Shows 
as Photo-Journalism by John Keeble, showing how to create a 
meaningful series of photographs for presentation. There are two 
outings planned for May: a half day in Saffron Walden on 13th 
and a full day visit on the 27th to the Second World War Re-enact-
ment at Kentwell Hall, Suffolk. If you want to know more, visit 
our website, www.lintoncameraclub.org.uk, or contact Roger 
Lapwood on 891104, or Tracey Wilson on 891988
     Laura Goode

All aboard ...

Picture by Ron Pitkin

Playgroups’ success

Picture by 
Laura Goode

Boat race:
sails and 
sunshine 
were 
among the 
highlights of 
the Camera 
club outing 
to the 
Broads

A chance to help Oxfam

Ron gets washed

Cubs and Scouts get working on Ron’s car

THE Balsham and Linton group of 10 responders has been operat-
ing for over four years and has attended a total of 301 call-outs 
to households where someone has called 999 for an ambulance 
because of a life-threatening condition. On arrival, we administer 
first aid to keep the patient stable until an ambulance arrives. We 
are on a 24/7 rota and aim to arrive at the scene within four minutes 
of ambulance central control calling us. 

Each responder holds enhanced police disclosure certificates and 
is trained in first aid (updated every three years) and immediate 
life support (ILS) which is updated annually at Hinchingbrooke or 
Peterborough hospitals. To keep the group at maximum proficiency, 
we have regular practice and update sessions.

Last year our call-out spread was Balsham 20, Linton 55, West 
Wratting one, Weston Colville two and West Wickham three, plus 
three to addresses just outside our area, making a total of 84. We 
gave just over 7,500 hours on call last year, more than any other 
responder group in the county. Now there’s dedication!

We are extremely grateful to those who have given at our 
fund-raising events and to the parish council for its grants to 
help cover training costs. Those who would like to know more  
can phone me, co-ordinator Hilary Potter, on 891211, or Lorna, 
the scheme manager, at MAGPAS on 01480 371060, or lorna@
magpas.org.uk.

Hilary Potter

Dedication of MAGPAS team

Playgroup received a grading 
of ‘Good’. 

The report showed us how 
well cared for the children are 
and despite being a new team 
and undergoing huge changes 
over the last few months, the 
inspector  found the setting to 
be well organised, warm and  
secure,  providing a stimulat-
ing, bright and child-centred 
environment. 

The leadership and manage-
ment were praised for being com-
mitted, caring and  working well 
as a team, and for their strong 
partnerships with parents and 
the infant school. Staff were 
described as conscientious and 
providing a ‘broad range of 
stimulating play and learning 
opportunities’.

It is reassuring to know that 
the inspector recognised that 
the children’s behaviour is good 
and that they are confident and 
happy at playgroup.

The report is a reflection of 
the huge amount of work that 
goes on both at the Chestnut 
setting and behind the scenes, 
particularly by Anya and her 
team to whom we are all enor-
mously grateful.
 Hayley Donnan

Lanskey, piano, and Aki Sauli-
ere, violin.

Further dates include a 
concert with Katy Edgecombe 
and Cambridge Voices on Fri-
day 13th July and the Hadstock 
Music Festival in September.

Tickets and further pro-
gramme information will be 
available from Saffron Wal-
den tourist office on  01799 
510444.                 

Sue Walker

THE Friends of St Botolph’s,  
Hadstock, have various fun-
draising events planned for 
this summer, starting with two 
concerts in association with 
the Guildhall School of Music 
and Drama.

At 7.30pm on Saturday 19th 
May, post-graduate students 
and fellows of the Guildhall 
School will be performing, 
and at 7.30 pm on Saturday 
9th June,  there will be a recital 
by Hadstock resident Bernard 

Concerts at Hadstock 

Chippy’s 
Fish & Chips

Fresh fish daily Cod fillet, Plaice fillet, Rock eel, 
Skate wings, Haddock fillet.

Scampi, BBQ Chicken, Pukka Pies, Burgers, Chicken Nuggets, 
Saveloys, Sausages. Mushy Peas, Curry Sauce.

Call us to place an order on 07821866602
Also at Balsham Wednesday Night 5.00- 7.30

Now in Linton 
Every Thursday 5.00 - 7.30pm
Outside of Linton Junior School 

Wheatsheaf Way 

SPRINGFIELD HOUSE
14/16 Horn Lane, Linton

BREAKFAST

Tel 01223 891383

Regency house near Church,
River views from bedrooms &
guest lounge.

BED &
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A & T Groundworks Ltd
FRIENDLY SERVICE LARGE & MINI DIGGERS FOR HIRE

Call Ashley on 01799-520298 - Mobile 07803745637

DRIVES &

PATIOS

HOME
IMPROVEMENTS

HOUSE
EXTENSIONS

PAINTING
DECORATING

THE young man quoted  
“Cogito, ergo sum.” I  

retorted “Oh really,” always  
eager to test out a counter 
argument. “And your Eng-
lish translation?” He thought 
for a moment and 
then mumbled in-
dolently, in a tone 
that personified an 
awkward teenage 
disposition, “I think 
therefore I exist.” 

“Surely,” I said, 
“that can’t be right? 
If it were, there 
are an awful lot 
of things which 
don’t exist, like the 
build-up of mugs 
in your room, none 
of which think to 
return themselves to the dish-
washer. Perhaps, Descartes 
never actually said that, or 
his meaning has been lost in 
translation.”

“Oh,” the wise young man 
continued polemically, “like 
Charles Darwin never actually 
said Survival of the fittest.

“I think that line has been 
attributed to the English phi-
losopher Herbert Spencer. 
Descartes’ first proposition was 
Dubito Sum (I doubt, I am). 
Anyway, they say  it’s going 
to be a fine summer.” The boy 
suddenly asked:  And who are 
they?” Touché! 

I suppose by saying they we 
are trying to defend our already 
fallen reputations for predicting 

the English weather. However, 
having now spent 10 more years 
thinking about it, I may have 
accidentally stumbled on them! 
For they are the woodpeckers! 

When I was a boy, the  
farmers listened very 

carefully 
t o 

what the woodpeckers would 
have to say. Uncle Sewell as he 
was called, would put his huge 
calloused hands to his already 
big ears, increasing the volume 
in his head and listen like radar 
to the broadcasts from yonder 
woods. Then, he would signal 
with thumbs up or down for the 
harvesting to continue or to head 
for cover. You see, it was most 
definitely they who gave the most 
accurate weather forecasts. 

As I grew up I realised they 
were a nicely placed hook upon 
which to hang the blame for our 
prophetic failings. You see, even 
with all our modern data collect-
ing and analysing equipment 
you can’t beat a good ’pecker. 
But where are they? And why 
are they, so far, keeping silent 

this spring? Are we in for a 
scorcher? We can certainly gig-
gle at their Charlie Chaplin-like 
walk when upon the ground, 
looking as if pulling up their 
breeches over little legs superbly 
evolved for tree climbing. With 
more colloquial names than 
my cat, the green woodpecker 
Picus Viridus cannot escape 

its reputation for predict-
ing a shower or more, 

and is sometimes 
referred to by 
country folk as 
the Rain-bird. 

Its famil-
iar cackle as 
in the French 
for rain, pluie, 
pluie, pluie, or 

English wet, wet, wet, undoubt-
edly resembles some forms of 
human laughter. Yaf, yaf, yaf, 
I heard an ol’ boy in Norfolk 
imitate the ’peckers’ song, call-
ing “I’m a “Yaffle!” Seeing the 
’peckers high or low in a tree 
is also thought to be a gauge, 
indicating the forthcoming 
weather.

 I suspect this may correlate 
with high and low barometric 
pressure – to make some sense 
of this folklore. Sadly, the 
affable Yaffles in their great 
wisdom are just as likely to 
misinterpret nature’s illusive 
quotes as ourselves, so are 
perhaps not quite the weather 
touchstone we first thought. 
But at least we now know who 
they are!

A FIRST for the Darryl Nantais Gallery – a show featuring 
some of Britain’s most famous masters in art and print-mak-
ing – has a wonderfully exciting collection of work from Royal 
Academicians Sir Peter Blake, Donald Hamilton Fraser, Sir 
Terry Frost and Sandra Blow. 

Influences from the British pop art and abstract movements 
among others combine to give a unique quality and style to each of 
the artists’ work. Other very well respected names, which will be 
featured in the show include Molly Parkin, Bruce McLean, Chloe 
Cheese, Brendan Neiland and local artist Charlotte Cornish.

These artists are in great demand and highly collectable, 
therefore please check for availability. The preview is on  
4th May and the exhibition continues until 2nd June. Gallery 
opening times are 10am-3pm Tuesday to Friday, 12noon-4pm 
on Saturdays. 
Darryl Nantais Gallery, 891289 www.nantais-gallery.co.uk

Weather gauge with the affable Yaffle

It’s Designer delight ...

Workshop you don’t usually see ... Picture: Roger Lap-

WELL done Linton Village College and the 18 students gain-
ing Roy Burrell Awards 2007 for their sporting achievements. 
Of these winners, eight gained recognition for their successes 
in swimming – more than any other school represented at the 
presentation ceremony held in the Guildhall last month.

As a fitness pursuit, swimming ranks at the top for the three  
Ss – strength, stamina and suppleness – while protecting joints 
against excessive wear and tear and undue jarring. It is an activ-
ity enjoyed by and benefiting all people at all stages of life from 
infancy to old age. 

So congratulations to our young swimmers – keep it up. Our 
thanks to Haverhill and West Suffolk for access to the facilities 
where they can practise and train, facilities which, in spite of 50 
years of local endeavour, Linton and Cambridgeshire have failed 
to provide.                                                        Josette Buxton

In the swim

HOME SELECTION
FREE MEASURING &

ESTIMATING
All types of flooring

available

Tel: 01223 893634
Mobile: 07885 173113

NRS CARPETSCHIMNEY
SWEEP

J. L. WIGHT
Guild of Master
Sweeps.

Fully Insured

Qualified advice /
problems solved.

Certificates issued.

01223 570057
20 Rampton Drift, Longstanton

NOW that the warm, light evenings are with 
us and the smell of barbecues are wafting 

across the county, a timely warning has been 
given by Mark Taylor, community safety officer 
for South Cambs. 

By following some simple rules, you can ensure 
your barbecue is a safe, enjoyable event:

•• Keep young children well away from the 
barbecue

•• Stand portable barbecues on an even surface 
and make sure they are away from the house, 
fences or shed

•• Use only approved lighter fuels, never petrol
•• Lighter fuels must only be applied before 

lighting
•• Remember to light your charcoal an hour 

before you commence cooking.
•• Don’t be over generous with the charcoal.
•• Be careful with fatty foods and never pour oil 

on to meat when it is cooking
•• After the event, seal your charcoal bag and 

store in a dry place. The fuel will be easier to light 
next time.

•• If you are the chef, try not to drink too much 

Enjoy your barbecue in safety

THE winners of the April  
K-Club monthly draw were:

1st prize (£50) 
Ms J A Ahringer (No.092) 
2nd prize (£25) 
Kate Harman (No.342)
3rd prize (£10) 
Mrs S M King  (No.084).

April 
winners in 
the K-Club

while cooking
•• Never poor petrol on any barbecue to try to 

re-ignite it – start the process again, properly
•• After you have finished cooking, extinguish 

the burning coals. Then leave for a period of 
time – one to three hours – to check the fire is 
completely out.

This may seem a long list but most of these 
things are common sense. By far the biggest 
danger is using flammable liquids to light the 
barbecue. 

There have been a couple of occasions where 
people have poured petrol on to the charcoal in 
an effort to get it going and the reaction has been, 
not surprisingly, violent and highly dangerous. 
Prepare well in advance and light the charcoal 
early. Most of all, enjoy yourself in safety. 

If you require any further information, or 
would like a free home fire safety check, please 
contact the South Cambs district office and 
make your appointment on 376217.

Mark Taylor

Modern British art-

Sir Terry Frost’s work 
entitled Swing-on-blue  

BED  and BREAKFAST
ANN & GEORGE PEAKE

Linton Heights
36 Wheatsheaf Way, Linton

Tel: (01223) 892516
Comfortable & friendly

DESIGNER Drapes, based 
in Hadstock, is a family run 
business with more than 20 
years experience in bespoke 
curtain making and upholstery.
All orders are hand-made on the 
premises.

Stockists of Prestigious 
Textiles, they have thousands 
of fabrics to chose from in their 
newly refurbished showroom.

They offer a free measuring 
service coupled with friendly 
expert advice.

As well as offering curtains, 
any fabric can be made into a 
bespoke blind and they can also 
provide matching cushions, 
poles, trimmings and acces-
sories, and arrange fittings in  

1 Market Street, Saffron Walden CB101JB
Tel: 01799 513632 Fax: 01799 513318   
E-mail: sales@kevinhenry.co.uk

Kevin Henry Estate Agents
sell more houses – year-on-year –
than any other agent in the Saffron
Walden area.

Visit our website to find out why.

www.kevinhenry.co.uk

We have buyers waiting for a property like yours

your home.
Upholstery in leather or a 

range of fabrics is also one of the 
specialities.

Check out their website at 
www.designer-drapes.co.uk 
and keep a look-out for special 
offers coming soon.

LNT

LAST month’s issue of the Linton News received many positive 
comments and very few complaints. Thank you for the praise 
and I apologise for the errors which crept into the diary. Once 
again, I must say thank you to all the contributors, advertisers 
and readers who help to make the paper what it is. A huge 
thank you must also go to the team who worked so hard to 
complete the paper by the deadline. 

We always welcome comments and suggestions; please 
continue to give us feedback. We really do take note of your 
comments and act on them where we can. We also welcome 
pictures of interest, preferably with a few words covering the 
event, and information regarding forthcoming events. Please 
continue to keep us informed.

Wendy Foster

A message from the Editor

LINTON COUNTRY DIARY by Darryl Nantais
                                 Illustrated by Maureen Williams

An occasional series featuring one of our regular advertisers

Linton Road, Hadstock, 
Cambs

01223 890556

10% off with 
every order during 
May on production 

of this ad
Friendly service, easy parking

www.designer-drapes.com

Friendly professional advice to 
meet your legal needs

Thorn House, 11 Hill Street, Saffron Walden, CB10 1EH
Telephone: 01799 526849   

25 High Street, Haverhill, Suffolk CB9 8AD
Telephone: 01440 762511   

www.stevens-law.co.uk

S T E V E N S  S O L I C I T O R S



Our waiting list for placing 
adverts is currently closed

Our advertising Manager is Judith Rouse 
 Telephone or text 07749 198977

email: adds@linton.info

ITEMS FOR THE EDITOR 
Can be put in the 

Linton News Box in	the	Post	Office
Editor: Wendy Foster, 11 Emsons Close

 Telephone or text  07821 610861
 email: lneditor@linton.info

THE LINTON NEwS
Next Publication Date 4th June 2007

DEADLINES for 
ADVERTS Monday 14th May 

NEwS ITEMS Friday 18th  May

For distribution queries please contact:
Kate France 891602
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The Derbyshire 
Post

S/0328/07/F  Mr M Calver & Ms J Clarkson, 2 The Furrells, 
Linton. Extension.

S/0398/07/F  Mr & Mrs L & K Thorne, 56 Bartlow Road, Lin-
ton. Extensions.

S/0498/07/F  Mr & Mrs R Knightly, 4 Essex Gardens, Linton.  
Extension and alterations to include raising of roof for 
living accommodation on 1st floor.

S/0505/07/F  Mr & Mrs D Chillingworth, 44 Wheatsheaf Way, 
Linton. Extension.

S/0538/07/F  Mr & Mrs Flynn, 32 Wheatsheaf Way, Linton. 
Extensions.

S/0545/07/F  Mr & Mrs H Stanford, 1 Bakewell Cottage, Bakers 
Lane, Linton. Extension.

S/0658/07/F  H Kendle & A Baker, 55 Back Road, Linton. 
Garage.

The Way We Were
by Garth Collard

SINCE this year is the 200th anniversary of the abolition of the  
slave trade I thought it might interest readers to hear the 

story of an ex-slave boy who came to Linton in 1873 on a visit 
to England with Henry Morton Stanley (1841-1904), the most 
successful explorer of his day.

Stanley was commissioned by the New York Herald to 
find Dr David Livingstone. In November, 1871 he set out 
on his journey into darkest Africa and travelled 700 miles 
in 236 days before he located Dr Livingstone on Ujiji island 
near Lake Tanganyika in 1872. 

In the course of his travels, Stanley clashed with a va-
riety of Arab slave traders and one presented him with an 
eight-year-old African boy who was said to have been a 
prince. Stanley named him Kalulu (Ndugu M’Hali) which 
means hare or rabbit, mainly because he was quick to learn 
and prompt and swift in carrying out Stanley’s wishes. He 
was freed from slavery and chose to stay with Stanley as 
a servant and gun bearer. Stanley brought Kalulu back to 
England in 1873 after Livingstone had been found, and 
toured the country advocating the suppression of slavery 
off the coast of East Africa. 

A short article in the 23rd August, 1873 edition of the 
Cambridge Chronicle stated that on the previous Sunday 
Kalulu, the boy Stanley brought back from Africa was guest 
for the day with Mrs Mortlock (of Abington Lodge) and went 
to Little Abington church twice. Can you image the impact 
of Kalulu’s visit on the local populace! But there was more. 
Kalulu was staying with Mr Mutimer of Linton and was said 
to be of fine growth, intelligent and hoping to become an earnest 
Christian. He intended to return with Stanley to Africa. 

I THINK that students, staff and parents were all relieved when  
the end of term arrived in April. February and March were 

particularly sad months for the people in our village community. 
Firstly, we had the accident that so shockingly took the life of 
Imogen Barker. Then just two weeks afterwards, came the news 
from Heather Sturman at the infant school that little Daniel Meeks 
had died in hospital following sudden illness. Lastly, just before 
the end of term, Bryony Wilson in Year 11 at the college passed 
away. She had finally lost her fight against cancer. 

Three child funerals were held in such a short space of time 
and we struggled to make any sense of it at all. I do know that 
the thoughts of all the staff and students at the Linton schools are 
still very much with the Barker, Meeks and Wilson families.

Last month I wrote about the impact on the college of Imogen’s 
death and how we were slowly beginning to act like a normal 
school once more. Bryony’s death put us back in the same sorry, 
frozen place. 

Bryony was a strong and highly likeable character. She didn’t 
create a fuss and she enjoyed a group of close and devoted 
friends. We had known that Bryony was very ill for some time. 
A Macmillan nurse had kindly visited the school to talk to her 
peer group about the condition and the likely prognosis. 

Since September, Bryony had been receiving care at home, but 
her school friends had kept in touch and arranged some spectacular 
treats for her – a special Chinese meal outing in a stretch limousine 
had been a particular highlight for her, I’m told. The friends were 
deeply moved and impressed by the huge bravery that she showed 
right up to her death. She even planned her own funeral at Bury St 
Edmunds crematorium; the words of Snow Patrol’s Chasing Cars 
will haunt us all forever, used as it was so beautifully during the 
ceremony. She will be greatly missed.

We will hold a memorial service for Imogen and Bryony in 
the college garden in June.

Caroline Derbyshire, Principal

Mr Mutimer was the headteacher of the Linton infant and 
junior schools, then housed in the present-day infant school. 
Imagine the excitement among the pupils to have the eight-year-
old boy rescued by Stanley and a witness to his meeting with 

David Livingstone, living 
with their headteacher’s 
family at the schoolhouse 
in Linton (this was demol-
ished in 1957).

The story has a sad end-
ing in 1877. Stanley set out 
on his second expedition 
to the Congo in 1874 and 
three long years later, on 
the Lualaba river tributary 
of the Congo in present day 
Zaire, the canoe occupied by 
11-year-old Kalulu plunged 
over the fifth cataract at the 
Livingstone falls. Stanley 
was heartbroken and re-
named them the Kalulu Falls 
to commemorate his fa-
vourite servant. In 1874, the 
National Gallery acquired 
two portraits of Kalulu and 
the one printed here shows 
the eight-year-old boy with 

Stanley. I cannot help but wonder if someone in Linton took a 
picture of Kalulu in 1873. 

The story of a boy prince called Kalulu

Mr Stanley, I presume?
Picture courtesy National Portrait Gallery

THE March and April meetings of the Historical society provided 
two contrasting views of Cambridge life. Alan Brigham gave 
us ‘Twenty years on the streets of Cambridge’, a very amusing 
but thought-provoking account of his life as a street cleaner. 
He also showed us some very striking slides of early morning 
Cambridge.

In April, Hilary Ritchie, archivist at Addenbrooke’s described 
the history of the hospital from the 18th century to the present, and  
developments in the future. We heard about the appointment and 
eventual training of the nursing staff in the early days and that 
when the hospital was first opened in 1766, patients were only 
admitted at a set time each week!

Hilary illustrated her talk with material taken from the  
archives. The photographs, especially of the old Addenbrooke’s 
site generated much interest. Visitors are able to view the archives 
by appointment. 

At the March meeting, our chairman, Garth Collard, was 
presented with the annual award for services to local history by 
Andrew Westwood-Bate on behalf of the Cambridgeshire As-
sociation for Local History. Garth is our speaker at 7.30pm on 
Tuesday, 15th May in the village hall. He will give us a further 
insight into the History of Linton – Balsham Road, Back Road 
and Symonds Lane. All are very welcome.

ARE you visually impaired and thought you could never use a 
computer? Even if you have never used one before, we would 
love to hear from you.

Guide, an all-in-one computer programme with speech and 
large print software can enable you to write letters and docu-
ments, scan and read books and letters, magnify handwriting, 
diagrams and pictures, surf the internet,  play CDs and MP3s 
and use a calculator.

Come for a demonstration at your local community access point, 
which is at the Church Institute in Church Lane, Balsham.

We are funded by Cambs Learning Skills Council, Neigh-
bourhood Learning in Deprived Communities Funding and  
administered by Camsight and CP Learning Trust. 

For more information, please call: 
Camsight on 420033

Guide can help with your computer 
Tales of Addenbrooke’sHAVE you seen the new 

play equipment at the infant 
school? 

The Parent Staff Association 
(PSA) has been busy fundrais-
ing over the past few months 
to  raise enough money finally 
to be able to purchase the new 
equipment.  There is a fantastic 
climbing frame, wooden train 
and wooden safari hut.  

One of the fundraising 
events was a ‘Mile of Money’.  
The children took home pots  
they had decorated at school,  
in which to collect any loose 
change.  The pots were brought 
back into school where, with 
the help of  PSA members, the 
children attempted to lay the 
money around the new climb-
ing frame. 

The inclement weather 

was rather a hindrance so a 
mile was not reached, but the 
children enjoyed themselves  
nonetheless.  It then all had to 
be counted.  

The year twos helped during 
their numeracy lessons, count-
ing and bagging up the piles and 
piles of coppers.  

They had never seen so much 
money!  When the counting and 
bagging was finally done, the 
total had reached  £411.        

An amazing (heavy!) 
amount, and the PSA is very 
grateful to all who have helped 
with the fundraising over the 
months.

 To view photos of the event 
or to find out more about the 
school,visit our website  at 
www.lintoninfants.com.

Charlotte Foster for the 
Linton infant school PSA

Why playtime is better

The Station House, Station Road

Morning, Afternoon, Lunch and
Late Stay Sessions, 9am to 4pm

during term time for children
aged 2 to 5.

Pre-School sessions, to prepare
for infant school. Holiday Clubs

run during school holidays.

High staffing ratio, quality care.

For further information ring:
Marion: 897945 (school hours)
Jane: 503972 (at other times)

Little Hands
Nursery School
Linton

P T Carpentry &
Building Services
where quality is affordable

Loft conversions,
renovations, extensions,

kitchens, bathrooms,
and all aspects of carpentry

Paul Turner

23 Rivey Way, Linton
Tel 01223 892174

Mob 07939 568767

BED & BREAKFAST
Mrs Monica Clarkson
4 Harefield Rise, Linton

Tel: 01223 892988
Quiet modern bungalow

Families welcome
No Smoking

PIANO LESSONS 
Anne M. Bradley ARCM  

Qualified and  
ISM-registered teacher

4 Symonds Lane, Linton 
01223 891041 

Email:annebradley@amserve.com

McKenzie & Haywards
Garage

MOT by appointment
while you wait.

Servicing, Collection & Delivery
Service

Units 3/4 Lintech Court
The Grip Industrial Estate

Linton, Cambridge, CB1 6XN
Tel: 01223 894140
Fax: 01223 890035

mckenzie.haywards@tesco.net



Monday 8:30am - 6pm
Tuesday 8:30am - 6pm
Wednesday 9 : 0 0 a m 
- 8pm
Thursday 8:30am - 8pm
Friday    8 : 3 0 a m 

Wednesday - Thursday
AND every other Sunday

10am - 1pm

Special rates for senior citizens Monday to Friday

Fully air conditioned

ProClean
Just the One Name to Remember

Carpet Cleaning
Mobile Valeting 

Upholstery Cleaning
Contract Office Cleaning

Cleaning of Patios & Paths 
TEL: 890433 / 0777 375 8355
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Parish Council Matters is 

written, edited and
published by the Parish 

Council with the support of 
the Linton News Team.

Parish Council Matters

LINTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Linton Village Hall, Coles Lane, Linton, 

Cambridge CB21 4JS Tel: C. 891001 
www.lintonpc.org.uk 

Clerk to the Council – Mrs Sue Parry 
 Email: lintonpc@btconnect.com

Office hours : Monday 9am–12noon, & 4–5.45pm,
Tuesday–Friday 9am– 12noon 

Or by appointment 
Dates for full Council meetings:

 May 3rd and 17th,  June 7th and 21st 2007 

All meetings held at the Cathodeon Centre commencing at 8pm

PCSO Dan Piper - New Face in Linton

Having taken on the role of police liaison within the parish  
council, I had an opportunity to spend an evening as a civilian 
observer with PC Martin Addison-Atkinson, our Community Beat 
Officer. In sharing my experience, I hope you will all be able to 
appreciate the important role played by community policing.

I met with PC A-A, and initially, he drove around Linton. I 
know that a visible police presence makes a huge difference to 
the public’s perception of their personal safety, and could see 
that people notice the police car as it goes past. We visit various 
residential cul-de-sacs, and it is clear that PC A-A has an excel-
lent knowledge of the villages, and the obscure places where 
people could try to hide or engage in illicit activities. We drive 
past the bus stop opposite the fire station, where there is a large, 
seemingly well behaved, group of young people, off for a night 
out in Cambridge no doubt. We drive round the one-way system, 
and spot a car on the double yellow lines outside the Co-op, since 
there is nowhere safe for PC A-A to park, there was not much 

Out on the beat

Photo taken by Sue Parry

that could be done. However, both PC A-A and our PCSOs also 
walk around the village, and if they are on foot, they can, and 
will deal with this type of parking. As well as Linton, PC A-A 
also covers Hildersham, Bartlow, Balsham, Horseheath, Shudy 
Camps, Castle Camps, West Wickham, West Wratting, Weston 
Colville and Carlton, so it’s off to Balsham.

Even on the rural roads between villages, the police provide 
an important service. The local knowledge allows PC A-A to 
visit isolated farm buildings, which can be vulnerable to thefts of 
machinery. There is a clear dichotomy between the policing needs 
of villages and the other more sparsely populated areas.

We arrive in Balsham, and as we go through the village we 
see a group of children near the bandstand, since it is getting 
dark, PC A-A stops to see what they’re doing, check that they’ve 
got no problems, and to have a chat. Some of the children have 
already seen PC A-A that day as he travelled through Linton on 
the school bus. This type of engagement with the community is 
an important way to build bridges.

Whilst we are driving round, we discuss some of the current 
issues. One of the current problems at that time was responding 
to reports of dangerous or nuisance dogs. Perhaps this was on the 
public’s mind because to the tragic death of a baby due to a dog 
attack in September 2006. Dealing with these minor disputes is an 
unenviable task, as there are always two sides to every story.

As we arrive in the next village, we come across a two-vehicle 
collision. We are the first emergency vehicle on scene and the 
police are in the right place at the right time! However, dealing 
with this incident is going to take about five hours, involve three 
police officers, two police vehicles, four paramedics and two am-
bulances! Having reported the incident via radio, the first priority 
is to check if those involved had been injured. Fortunately, no-one 
is seriously hurt, but prior to our arrival, the ambulance service 
has already been called and two ambulances arrive. One quickly 
departs as it was diverted to this incident and is urgently needed 
elsewhere, the other stays to check those involved for whiplash 
or other collision-related injuries.

The next job is to secure the scene of the accident. This includes 
trying to find out who was involved, and getting brief personal 
details. Based upon this information, PC A-A requests the attend-
ance of other traffic officers to assist him. It is also necessary to 
make the scene safe, and arrange for the recovery of the vehicles. 
The police now have to prevent other drivers from driving into the 
accident, mark the position of the vehicles, and get more detailed 
statements from those involved and any witnesses, and arrange 
for vehicle recovery. One of the drivers involved in the collision 
fails a breath-test, and is arrested on suspicion of driving whilst 
under the influence of alcohol. For this minor collision, dealing 

with the scene takes just under two hours, but for the police will 
continue much later into the evening as they have to process the 
person who was arrested. This involves taking them back to the 
police station, booking them into custody, and completing the 
necessary paperwork.

This experience has shown me the importance of community 
policing, and shows the immense variety of work our police are 
called to perform. Every day, they are putting themselves in the 
frontline to try to keep our communities safe.  Furthermore, the 
police have to treat everyone equally. It would probably be easy 
for most people to deal compassionately with a victim of crime, 
but how many of us have the necessary character to deal compas-
sionately with someone who is suspected of being a criminal. Yet in 
our society, we rightly ask this of our police, and they deliver.

However, if there was just one message that I could share with 
everyone, it would be don’t drink and drive. In this case, the 
collision occurred at low speed within a village, and no-one was 
seriously injured. A drunk driver on a derestricted rural road is a 
tragedy waiting to happen...

Cllr David Willingham

Due to a high interest shown by members of the public you are  
informed of the following -

The East of England Regional Assembly invite you to attend 
one of a series of public engagement events which are being held 
as part of an issues and options consultation process. This process 
will inform the regional  spatial strategy single issue review to 
address the provision of gypsy and traveller caravan sites in the 
East of England. The events are only for discussion of the same 
and will not discuss any site locations.

The nearest event for ourselves is on the 21st May 2007 at the 
Robinson College, Cambridge at 7.00 pm. If you would like to 
attend the event, you must reserve a place either by responding 
online at http://www.eera.gov.uk/category.asp?cat-668; by email 
to planning@eera.gov.uk or by letter sent to Helen De La Rue, 
East of England Regional Assembly, Flempton House, Flempton, 
Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk IP28 6EG or by fax to 01284 729447. 
Event programmes and papers, and maps and directions to the 
venue will be sent with the confirmation of your booking.

Regional gypsy and traveller public engagement event

TWO long-serving members of the Parish Council, Pam Kenyon 
and Mike Clay, decided to retire from the Council at the end of 
April, following the Annual Parish Meeting. There are therefore 
two vacancies on the Parish Council which must be filled. The 
District Council will be formally advertising the vacancies on the 
Parish notice boards in early May, so if you’re interested, keep 
a close look out for the notice. 

If within the 14 days of the notice going up, ten electors in 
Linton request the District Council to call an election, it will do 
so and call for nominations.

 If no election is requested, the Parish Council will co-opt 
interested candidates for the vacancies, probably at its meeting 
on 21st June.

If you’ve never been a parish councillor and are interested in 
becoming one, contact Sue Parry or any of the Parish Councillors 
to get an idea of what’s involved.

Pam Kenyon has been a stalwart representative of Linton on 
the District and Parish Councils over many years. Mike Clay was 
a member of the Parish Council for some years. The June 2007 
issue will include a tribute to their service to the village.

ARG

Now’s your chance

AT HOME WITH
VIRGIN VIE!

Say goodbye to standing in shopping queues……

Hold your own Virgin Vie At Home Party and get a

stunning new look in the comfort of your own home!

There are so many Cosmetics and Jewellery to

choose from,You’ll will be spoilt for choice!

Enjoy a fabulous night in with Virgin Vie At Home

And step out as a fabulous NEW YOU!

Call Elle on 07733005521, or shop on-line www.myvirginvieathome.co.uk/ellenanorthern



Linton Community Sports Centre
The FITNESS Suite

Whatever your fitness need, come &
see our new range of fitness equipment,
changing rooms & public-only entrance
Now open throughout the school day,
& open 52 weeks of the year!

NEW! Floodlit All Weather Football Pitch
For more information—call or email now!

Tel: 01223 890248
E-mail: lintoncommunitysportscentre@hotmail.co.uk

ALAN NOAKES

NO JOB TOO SMALL
Call: 01223 893075
mobile: 07968327782
No Call Out Charge•Free Este imate

Domestic Plumbing 
Services

Bathroom/Shower installation
Burst/Leaking pipes repairs

Washing Machine &
Dishwasher Installations
Pumps/Tanks/Cylinders
Immersion replacements

Local Ironing
Service

Reasonable rates:
• Charged per hour or per kilo
• You decide

Collection & delivery available
Call Carolyn on:

01223 891762

Fast friendly
ironing service

L.B. CABS
LINTON

PHONE LINTON 

01223 892986

For all your long and 
short taxi trips

Airports
Courier Service 

available
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 Councilminutescouncilminutescouncilminutescouncilminutescoun-
Minutes of the meeting of the Linton parish council held at  

the Cathodeon Centre on Thursday 1st March 2007.
Present: G Potter – Chair, A Gore – Vice Chair, Mrs 

E Bald, M Clay, Ms E Cornell, Dr B Cox, M Gee, Mrs P 
Kenyon, T Krarup, J Linsdell,  Dr V Urwin, Dr D white, 
D willingham, Mrs K France – press and Mrs S Parry – 
clerk. Two members of the public were also present.

Mrs Coxall, youth worker for Linton Action for Youth outlined 
the plans for a café at the Drop-In Centre and asked for support 
and permission from the parish council. This will be discussed 
under correspondence item 11 (Letter from J Bristow BE).

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Rossiter who 
was attending a CALC meeting and Cllr Hammett.

Open spaces (M Clay) Reported that there is a hole in the road at 
the top of the High Street. This has been reported to highways.

Recreation ground (Mrs P Kenyon) Herald will be asked to 
quote for removing all the litter and debris on the bank by LVC 
and land backing on to Little Linton. There has been consider-
able vandalism over the past week. Both the Drop-In Centre and 
pavilion have been broken in to. The side panelling of the skate-
ramp has been pulled off. The millennium bench is in the river 
which has been too high for it to be retrieved. 

Cemetery (M Gee) The quotations for tree works will be dis-
cussed at the finance meeting. 

Churchyard (Dr B Cox)  It was advised that a bench has been 
scrapped because it was unsafe. The report from Dr Brown regard-
ing tree works on the southern boundary (Item 39) was discussed. 
It was agreed to accept the recommendations.

Communications (M Gee) There is still a lack of articles for 
Parish Matters. Councillors were reminded of the deadlines.

A1307 (E Cornell) It was reported that although the section 
of road between Bartlow Road and Horseheath Road had now 
reached an accident rate high enough to qualify for a speed camera 
however a speed check undertaken by Cambridgeshire county 
council had shown that the 85 percentile speed was not high 
enough to meet government requirements. Ccc also advised that 
there was a problem with skid resistance and that the road may 
be resurfaced in the near future between the Granta Garage and 
Horseheath Road. Ccc were still planning to undertake their speed 
limit review but the order in which roads would be reviewed was 
still being ascertained so discussions were taking place to ensure 
that the A1307 would be high priority.

A full list of payments is available from the office.
SCdc choice based lettings policy consultation. Disappoint-

ment was expressed that local connections will no longer be part 
of the criteria for allocating homes. Council has written to SCdc 
opposing the changes to the mutual exchange policy. Council 
would like clarification that there is nothing in this policy which 
affects the current S106 agreement regarding Paynes Meadow.

Item 1 SCdc protocol for consultation on housing issues. 
Noted.

Items 3 and 4 Herald quotations. It was agreed to pay invoice 
number 103672 and to take no action regarding quotation refer-
ence DS/65 dated 7th February at present. 

Item 6 Communities and loc gov – revised model code of 
conduct. This item was noted but no response will be sent. It 
was suggested that a consultation sub committee be set up to 
discuss future issues. 

Items 10 and 24 Market Square issues. Residents to be advised 
that the car is parked in a public space and not parked illegally. 
The car park has no parking restrictions. 

Item 11 J Bristow BE – request for use of Drop-In Cenrte for 
holiday café. A discussion took place. Mrs Coxall was commended 
on the idea and for the opportunity for youngsters to gain qualifica-
tions. However council asked that there be more communication 

between LA4Y and ourselves in the future. Council agreed to the 
request but is concerned that this project may result in more litter 
on the recreation ground and will monitor the situation. 

Item 12 Ccc re village grass cutting. There was no alternative 
but to accept the agreed cost of £1476.85.

Minutes of the meeting of the Linton parish council held at  
the Cathodeon Centre on Thursday15th March 2007.

Present: G Potter – Chair, A Gore – Vice Chair, Mrs 
E Bald, M Clay, Ms E Cornell, Dr B Cox, M Gee, B Ham-
mett, Mrs P Kenyon, T Krarup, J Linsdell, Dr J Rossiter, 
Dr V Urwin, Dr D white, D willingham, Mrs K France 
– Press and Mrs S Parry – Clerk. Also in attendance 
CC/DC J Batchelor and DC Mrs T Bear and one member 
of the public.

Robert Hunt thanked the council for repairing the skate ramp. 
He asked if council would be willing to increase the skate board 
equipment. The chair asked him to supply further information and 
then this would be considered. Mrs France asked Cllr Batchelor 
why Emson’s Close has not been resurfaced as promised. Cllr 
Batchelor replied that this was due to budget cuts. The clerk 
has been contacted by a resident of Granta Vale asking why the 
resurfacing of the paths has not been completed. Cllr Batchelor 
will investigate.

It was reported that the police surgeries at the library were not 
being very well attended. It was felt that this could be due to the 
lack of privacy. The police may be willing to undertake home 
visits. Policing will be placed on the next agenda following the 
receipt of a written report. 

J Batchelor reported that following the request for traffic calm-
ing on Horseheath Road the matter could be passed to CC cabinet 
for discussion if a petition of 50+ signatures is received. However 
there is only a budget of £50,000 for minor improvements. The 
Ccc budget has been set with a capped increase of 5%. A band D 
house will pay council tax of £1309.51 p.a. However the budget 
will have to be cut and this will affect libraries, mobile libraries, 
youth service, road maintenance and social services with particular 
regard to adults. Cllr Batchelor was asked how the council should 
respond to the consultation on the Regional Spatial Strategy. The 
region, as a whole, has objected and we should do the same.

 

Mrs Bear reported that we will have new grass cutting contrac-
tors. This will be for a five year period subject to a satisfactory 
six month probation period. Please forward any comments to 
her. She was asked to find out if any villages are using their own 
contractors to undertake the SCdc element of the grass cutting 
and what funding is available.

J Batchelor reported that their capital programme is not sus-
tainable and they will be unable to maintain the housing stock. 
There are reserves of £20m but this will be spent by 2010. The 
government has moved the goal posts and now takes 75% of the 
revenue received from council house sales and 50% of rental 
income. 

Cllr Rossiter attended a CALC meeting on policing but there 
is nothing new to report.

The clerk issued a report on Parish Matters asking for articles 
to be in the region of 800-1000 words.

Consideration of Minutes of Finance Committee meeting held 
on 1st February 2007. These were noted. A request came from a 
full council member for more information to be included. It was 
agreed to issue a spreadsheet and statement with the minutes.

Full details of payments agreed are available from the parish 
clerk.

Item 44 Little Hands Nursery School request for support in 
search of premises. It was agreed that we are disappointed that 
they will have to move. However we are unable to support them 
as we are statutory consultees and as such have to remain impartial 
and not be seen to compromise our position.

Item 46 Stop Stansted Expansion – road and rail issues relating 
to second runway. It was agreed to add this item to a future agenda 
to determine our stance on the expansion of Stansted airport.

Item 50 Uttlesford DC request for assistance re appeal for 
proposed expansion of Stansted Airport. It was agreed to add this 
item to a future agrenda for discussion.

Item 62 ACRE conference on parish planning 26th April. Cllr 
Rossiter hopes to attend.

Item 64 Update on the development plan document process for 
gypsy and traveller site provision in South Cambs. Cllr Batchelor 
confirmed that this is ongoing and will result in a public enquiry 
in 2009.

The litter bin at the top of Coles Lane has been vandalised.
The faulty speed signs on the A1307 are being investigated 

by Ccc.
It was agreed to contact Chilford Hall to ask them to remind 

their events organisers to remove their event signs around the 
village.

Cllr Willingham attended a Recap waste consultation confer-
ence. He has requested that plastic be collected via the green 
box.

Item 16 Data Protection Act. It was agreed that permission be 
given to use the web site address and clerk@lintonpc.org.uk. 

Item 36 Melanie Baker re parish plan action. Cllrs Cornell and 
Rossiter will action this.

The meeting scheduled for Thursday 5th April has been can-
celled. No decision was made regarding dates for the planning 
and finance meetings.

Drop-In Centre: venue for possible holiday café
Photo by Sue Parry
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                  Quality and Service

        * Verticals * Roman * Roller * Pleated *
                     * Venetian * Wooden *

CALL NOW FOR:
free quotation - free measuring - free fitting

All in the comfort of your home – we visit you!
All blinds are fully guaranteed. Quality assured.

Tel: 01223 894020
or email:  the.blindman@talk21.com

Linton based – Fast and Friendly Service

BLINDS

Les Westlake
07929 501101
01223 892866

Man for hire, for those jobs you can’t or don’t want to 
do.Anything and everything considered, inside or out. 

No job too big or small. 

HANDYMAN

Reliable, honest, trustworthy, over 
30 years self employed, the last 23 

years as a newsagent. 
Avoid the rogue traders give 
LES a ring. Virtually every 
power tool at my disposal 

from screwdriver to pick up van.

Skate ramp on recreation ground
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